
  

 
 
        Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
  www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  

Next Event: Friday, Sept. 10th, 7:00 PM 
 
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July and 
August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-American Club 
(GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 

 

Performance by Ray Collins,  
“The Bard of Belfast” 

Accompanied by  
Poet Priscilla Baca y Candelaria 

 
With his lively guitar and rich voice, Ray Collins will take IAS 
members from the streets of his hometown of Belfast to the Glens 
of Antrim, to the wave-kissed Irish coasts and beyond to the sea that 
carried the sailing folk of his family to the four corners of the wide 
world.  
 Growing up in the North of Ireland under the harsh 
conditions that existed for working class folks there, Ray joined the 
militant civil rights campaigns of the 1960s and 1970s and played a 
very active role, both as participant and as a public educator. 
Through his speeches and stories about the history and conditions 
that precipitated the Troubles in Northern Ireland, and especially 
through his masterful songs–both traditional ballads and original 
compositions based on his own observations and the heroic deeds of 
his people—Ray helped draw the world’s attention to the small 
corner of Ireland where he grew up. To this day, Ray does what he 

can to remind us of what needs to be done to bring Ireland true and lasting peace. 
 Ray Collins has recorded several albums of songs, including As I Roved Back. He has also worked on 
films with Jim Sheridan, including The Boxer. 
 Also joining Ray on stage will be Albuquerque poet (and IAS member) Priscilla Baca y Candelaria, who 
has appeared before with Ray at Rocky Sullivan’s Pub in NY City and who has worked with him on musical 
projects. Priscilla brings the rich bilingual heritage of her Atrisco neighborhood to bear in her poetry, which has 
been recorded on Duende and other CDs, and featured in several books and magazines. 

 
We hope to see you there and we hope you will bring a sweet or salty snack to share! 
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Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 

 
Would you like to place an ad in the Irish Times 

newsletter? 
 
Business-card-sized ads are a mere $5 a month. Larger-sized ads can 
be negotiated with the editor, Ellen Dowling 
(edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-1700). You can also put a “click-
through” ad on the web site of the IAS (www.irishamericansociety-
nm.com) at no extra charge. To put your ad online, contact Webmaster 
Ken Callahan (kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Jay Vandersloot 
JayVandersloot@yahoo.com 

362-
1733 

VP-East Mike Briody 
michaelbriody@ymail.com  

281-
6738 

VP-West Gerry Muisener 
celticman58@hotmail.com 

833-
3456 

Treasurer Rose Marie Keating  
rkeating14@comcast.net 

352-
2195 

Secretary Karen Tengwald 
Tengwald@comcast.net 

293-
9618 

Board Edie Henderson 
Edieboo@comcast.net 

798-
9422 

Board Maureen Canavan 
MaureenCanavan@yahoo.com 

872-
0528 

Board Richard & Sharon Finkle 
sffinkle@gmail.com 

877-
4337 

Past 
President 

Kate Nash 
MaryKate_Nash@msn.com 

615-
7732 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

259-
3348 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@BasicISP.net  

881-
4847 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

Entertainment Suzanne Taichert 
susawin@mac.com 

823-
4788 

Audio 
Services 

Jim Brauer 
jim.brauer@wilsonco.com 

352-
2195 

Professional §  Reliable §  Neat §  Fair Prices 
Call Dennis: 892-6446 or 350-1242 

Bonded NM 358332  §   In business since 1992 

The place to find a variety of 
Celtic items: 

 jewelry, wall hangings, books 
to loan, and more! 
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President’s Message 
 
Dear IAS Members: 

Well, we have a full menu of activities to enjoy in September. Some of us will be gathering at O’Neill’s Pub on 
Central Avenue in Nob Hill on the first Monday of the month, September 6th, from 7:30 ‘til 9:30 PM for Celtic 
Open Mic Night. The High Desert Pipes & Drums and the Tir Conaill Irish Step Dancers will perform, as well 
as others who show up to play. Try to get there by 7:00 PM, so you can get a table before it gets too full. 
 As always, we’ll have our second Friday membership meeting at 7:00 pm on September 10th.  Along 
with our musical guests (see front page of this newsletter), the Consul General of Ireland, Gerry Staunton, will 
give a short talk. We hope to see you there (and besides, with no meetings in July or August, it’s been a while 
since we’ve seen each other.) 
 Next there will be the Dia de los San Patricios at the Hispanic Cultural Center on Sunday, September 
12th. (See flyer on p. 8.) The IAS will have a table there for literature and information about the IAS, and 
possibly membership sign-ups.   
 Then we’ll have our annual joint IAS/St. Andrew Scottish Society Picnic on September 19th, from 12 
noon to 4 PM, at the home of Olive McCaskill Bell. (See flyer on p. 9.) 
 We’ll also be looking to join together at the “Halfway to St. Paddy’s Day” celebration starting at 6 
PM, on Saturday, September 18th, at O’Niell’s. They’ll have bagpipers there and Irish step dancers, as well as 
Celtic favorite foods available all day. We’ve had a great time at this event the last couple years. (While they 
will have a celebration at both O’Neill’s locations, a number of us are already planning to gather at the Central 
Avenue location in Nob Hill.) 
 Finally, for those want to attend, there’s the September 23–26th 6th Spanish Peaks International Celtic 

Music Festival in Huerfano County, Colorado. 
So, all in all, we have quite a bit to take 
advantage of this month. 
 One last call: As I’ve been saying, the 
time is about upon us to elect Officers and 
Directors for next year’s Board of Directors for 
our Society. We still could use a couple more 
volunteers for the Nominations Committee, to 
help determine who is willing to run for office, 
and to try to encourage the rest of us to run, but 
we need you to volunteer right away. If are 
willing to step up and run for office, Please Do.  
We need leaders who will take the extra step and 
put in the time and effort to serve in elective 
office for the IAS.  If you have been wanting to 
be more involved, but for whatever reason have 
not felt you could serve on the Board of 
Directors, a position on the Nominations 
Committee is just what you have been looking 
for. Contact me and let me know you are 
interested at jayvandersloot@yahoo.com, or 505-
362-1733 right away. We need those couple 
more volunteers now.   

Until next month, 
Jay 
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Membership Report 
 
As of August 18th, the IAS membership is as follows: 129 family members (times 2) and 132 single members. 
This is a total of 390 members for the 2010 membership year.  

Norita (noraabq@yahoo.com, 298-2708) 
 
P.S. We are still collecting the pull-tabs for the Ronald McDonald House here in Albuquerque (managed by 
IAS member Sharon Nolen).Thanks to Dennis & Rosalie Pfeiffer, Lottie McDonald, Gloria Casale and Sheri 
Kraemer et al for the bags of pull tabs.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Film Maker Mark Day Joins Multi Cultural Celebratio n of 

 Dia de los San Patricios  
by Bill Nevins 

 
“The story of the San Patricios always intrigued me,” says Mark R. Day, recalling his motivation for making 
The San Patricios: The Tragic Story of the St. Patrick’s Battalion, which he will screen and discuss at the 
National Hispanic Cultural Center during the Dia de los San Patricios Celebration. (See flyer on p. 8.)  
 “I first learned about this motley band of 1840s renegades from César Chávez when I worked as an 
organizer with the United Farm Workers Union in the late sixties. But it was through Robert R. Miller’s 1989 
book, Shamrock and Sword, and the work of Mexican and American scholars that I discovered the full story 
behind the battalion.” 
 That tale focuses on Captain John Riley, an Irish-born soldier in the U.S. Army at the time of the 
Mexican-American War, who led disgruntled immigrant troops (Irish, Germans and others, joined by some 
escaped black slaves) out of the invading American force and into the Mexican Army, where they fought 
bravely in defense of Mexico but ultimately suffered defeat, resulting in execution or harsh punishment. 

IAS Treasurer’s Report 
JULY 2010 

Rose Marie Keating, Treasurer  
Category Income  Category Expenses 

Membership Dues $50.00   Newsletter Printing $273.37 
    Postage $5.54 
    Internet Domain Name $14.43 

Sum  $50.00    
   Sum $293.34 
      Margin for June -$243.34 

        
     Beginning Balance $5,202.00 
      Plus income  $50.00 
      Subtotal  $5,252.00 
          
      Less expenses $293.34 
   Ending Balance $4,958.66 
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Long forgotten in most American historical accounts, these “San Patricios”—named for the fanciful shamrock-
emblazoned St. Patrick’s flag they carried—were rediscovered by historians. Now both Mexico and Ireland 
celebrate them as heroes annually and they’ve been romanticized by novelists, film makers and musicians. This 
year, guitarist Ry Cooder, actor Liam Neeson and the venerable Irish folk ensemble The Chieftains joined 
creative forces to release their album San Patricios, which memorializes Riley’s soldiers in song.  
 According to Dr. Carlos Vasquez, director of Historical and Literary Programs at NHCC, it was the 
Cooder/Chieftains’ album and its artful blend of Mexican and Irish musical styles which inspired him to join 
with the Albuquerque Irish-American Society, the Irish Freedom Committee and other community groups to 
organize the September 12th celebration. Representatives of both Mexican and Irish consuls will attend the 
event, which also will feature musical performances by Los Jaraneros Del Valle, Irish-born songwriter Ray 
Collins, bagpipers and Mexican and Irish style musicians and dancers based in Albuquerque. 
 Day, a public activist for immigrant rights, feels there are parallels in the historical attacks against Irish 
immigrants which fed the San Patricios’ discontent and a resurgence of bigotry against Mexican and Latin 
American immigrants today. “It has been gratifying to witness the lively discussions at screenings of The San 
Patricios, to watch the interchanges between disparate groups of people, and to get feedback from students and 
professors who have benefited from the film. If it advances understanding about Irish immigrants in the 
nineteenth century and about the situation in Mexico, then and today, I am more than satisfied.” 

 
Local Bagpiper Makes the Grade (II) 

 
Suzanne “Aden” Lumb is the Pipe Major of the Mac-Tíre of Skye Pipes and 
Drums. Earlier this year, she attended the U.S. School of Piping, which gave her 
valuable knowledge of bagpipe technique, reed manipulation, memorization and 
pipe majoring. She spent the week in the Top Class with other Grade II and I pipers 
while being personally instructed by world-famous bagpipe competitor and judge 
from Ireland, Robert Watt. Afterward, she competed at the Flagstaff Celtic Festival 
against some of her classmates and many others and placed first in every 
competition she entered: the Grade III 2/4 march (where she played “John 
McDonald of Glencoe”), the Grade III Strathspey and Reel (where she played 
“Susan McLeod” and “Bessie MacIntyre”), and the Open Class Kitchen Piping. At 
the end of the festival she was awarded the Grade III aggregate prize and was given 
a handsome trophy. Aden has now moved up from Grade III to Grade II and is 
working hard on new competition tunes to play in the future.  
 
Since her return, Mac-
Tire of Skye Pipes and 
Drums has greatly 

benefited from the instruction Aden received at the 
school. The band has a better sound with new 
tuning techniques and higher level of instruction for 
the band members. Aden is not only a teacher to her 
own band members but she also teaches many other 
pipers who play in other bands and those who wish 
to pipe on their own. If anyone has a desire to learn 
how to play or wants to improve their piping skills, 
please email Aden at desertpiper@yahoo.com.  
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The Counties of Ireland  
By Sharon Kinsella-Finkle 

 
In my second article about the counties of Ireland I am going to write about the County of Clare. It is one of the 
most visited counties because many visitors land at Shannon Airport upon arriving in Ireland. But County Clare 
is a lot more than Shannon Airport. 
 County Clare is located on Ireland’s west coast in the Province of Munster and is the 8th largest county 
with a population of over 115,000 people. There are 57 towns within its boundaries. Some of the most popular 
surnames of Clare are O’Brien, MacNamara, O’Grady, Hogan, Dalton and MacMahon. 

 The very early history of this region is vague, but there is 
still in evidence, in the area known as the Burren, of burial sites 
called dolmens. These are usually two vertical stones holding one 
horizontal stone, beneath which ancient inhabitants were 
interred. The Burren is a mystical yet solemn area of miles of 
exposed rock that has been worn almost flat by thousands of 
years of erosion. On this surface rain has carved out “flower 
pots” that are filled with the most dazzling display of 
wildflowers in the spring. 
 When we headed back to Clare we were in the last days 
of our vacation. To save time (and a lot of driving), we were 
advised to take the ferry from Tarbert, County Cork, to Killrush 

in County Clare. It was maybe 50 degrees that day, but very sunny. As we reached Kilkee, a popular resort area, 
we were astonished to see people swimming! The temperature in this area rarely gets above 67 in the summer 
so a sunny 50-degree spring day was warm for the swimmers. We then headed toward Liscannnor by the way of 
Quilty and Milltown Malbay .   
 The Cliffs of Mohr are located near Liscanoor and are a 
must see for anyone visiting Ireland. They rise from a depth of 
394 feet in one area to 794 feet in another area straight up from 
the sea. I am not a person who loves heights, but I could not 
resist them. There are pathways that lead to the edge and other 
paths that allow distant sight without looking down. There are 
NO barriers to keep visitors from going over the edge. We 
witnessed people holding on to the ankles of others in order for 
them to look straight down the cliff. On the southwestern edge 
of the Cliffs of Moher stands O’Brien’s Castle, which legend 
says was built to impress female visitors. From the round tower 
of this castle can be seen the famous Aran Islands. 
 We stayed at an absolutely wonderful bed and breakfast that had a fireplace mantle of Liscannor stone.    
(The proprietor owned a local quarry.) This granite-like stone is dotted with the fossils of ancient sea life. I was 
fortunate enough to be given squares of this stone to bring home, which I still use today as trivets in my kitchen. 
 For any lover of Irish music, the town of Doolin is a must. We discovered it by mistake just driving 
along the coast one evening. All of a sudden we could hear the most beautiful music emanating from a few pubs 
in the town. We chose to walk into O’Connor’s. It was early and as we sat for supper near a roaring fire, 
farmers started coming in from the fields, grabbing a pint and sitting down to pick up musical instruments that 
were just sitting there waiting for them. First there was one playing a guitar and singing and in the course of an 
hour there were several musicians/farmers singing and serenading the crowd for the price of a pint and the pure 
joy of making music. It was an experience out of a dream. 
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Third Annual ����

Combined Family Picnic! 
at 

The Home of Olive Bell 
3309 El Malecon Road NW 

Sunday, September 19t h, 2010 
1:00 to 4:00 PM 

Celtic Jam: Please bring musical instruments  
(and a bagpiper or two would also be great!) 

 
The IAS and the SASS will provide barbequed meat (mixed meats), vegetarian 
burgers, bread, sodas, plates, plastic ware, cups, napkins, condiments, and trash 

bags. (One household-sized grill will be available.) 
BYO coolers with ice and alternative beverages of your choice. 

BYO chairs for all members of your party. 
 

 Potluck: Please bring a casserole, salad (potato, pasta, fruit, green, etc.) or dessert. Please 
remember to bring serving implements and remember to  

PUT YOUR NAME ON ALL IMPLEMENTS AND DISHES!  
(Please: No pets or glass containers!) 

 
So we will have an approximate count for meat and soda purchases: 

PLEASE RSVP by Sept. 12th to Rose Marie Keating (rkeating14@comcast.net; 352-2195) 
Or Norita Callahan (noraabq@yahoo.com; 298-2708) 

And tell them your soda preference! 
 

Directions to the Picnic: 
Coming from the south: Go north on Coors past Montano. Turn left at light on La Orilla. Turn 
at first right on Villa Corta del Sur. Turn right again at Calle Redondo Lane. Turn left on El 
Malecon and up the hill to Olive’s home. Coming from Paseo del Norte: Go south on Coors 
past Eagle Ranch Road. Turn right on El Malecon to Olive’s home. (If you get lost, call Jay’s 
cellphone: 362-1733!) 
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The Reel Thing by The Dancer 
  

  Cead mile failte from Dundalk! 
 

  The Bookshelf 
 

Dublin, 1916: the Siege of the GPO, by Clair Wills 
 
Headquarters of the 1916 Rising, Dublin’s General Post Office is the most famous building in 
Ireland. This book tells the story of the events in and around the GPO in Easter Week, using 
participant and eyewitness accounts, diaries and newspaper reports.  
 The GPO was taken over by the Irish Volunteers on Easter Monday 1916 and held for 
nearly a week, when the rebels finally surrendered to the Crown forces after heavy gun 
bombardment, and the ensuing conflagration reduced it to an empty shell and destroyed much 

of the centre of the city. Clair Wills’ fascinating book also explores the twists and turns that the myth of the 
GPO has undergone in the last century. It has stood for sacrifice and treachery, national unity and divisive 
violence, for the future and the past.  

 
The Music Rack 

 
Great Big Sea (http://hubpages.com/hub/Top-10-Irish-FolkRock-bands)  
 
Although they got their start as a strictly acoustic outfit, they’ve since reincarnated 
a sound of pop-punk blended with the traditions of Newfoundland music (which 
sounds remarkably close to Irish music). Great Big Sea is most famous for its live 
shows, allowing audience participation on a consistently regular basis and also using their musicianship to its 
finest. Although Alan Doyle is considered the lead singer, Sean McCann sings an equal amount of songs in their 
lineup and Bob Hallet also sings a few numbers (usually ones he introduced or wrote himself). Great Big Sea 
has delivered three live albums, which is something most bands can’t touch. They also have produced the 
completely traditional: “The Hard and the Easy,” which was followed by the entirely original “Fortune’s 
Favour.” Another notable fact: The band has seen their albums go gold more often than not, and most of their 
albums have reached platinum status. They have been featured on Canadian television and on CMT in America 
for their single, “When I Am King.”  
 

The Site 
 
Poet’s Trail 
 
We all need to get out now and walk and I suggest the Poet’s Trail around Mullaghbawn. 
Begin at Ti Chulainn Centre and proceed across Sparrowhill Bridge up the incline and 
into Mill Road—a narrow, hedge-bound lane with little traffic. You will pass the birth-
place of the poet Art Bennett and the last working flax mill in the area. You will also pass 
by (or visit) the Hag’s Chair, correctly named the Ballykeel Dolmen. Return to the 
modern day as you enter the main Crossmaglen-Newry Road, then quickly off again into 
the 500-year-old Cowans Road. Across there are the lower slopes of Slievenacappel 
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(“Mountain of the Horse”), then return to cross the main road at the Mullaghbawn Folk Museum to meet the 
Tullymacrieve Road. Cross Ballinaseck Bridge on to the Cashel Road and turn left onto Cnoc na Damhsa (“Hill 
of the Dances”). Proceed past the new local golf course and the pony-trekking centre to Glendesha Road and 
from there back onto the Forkhill Road to Mullaghbawn and round again to Ti Chulainn Centre. It’s a scenic, 
easy-going eight miles in total around beautiful South Armagh. If you’re ever in the area why not try it?   
 

And Another Site 
 
Dundalk, situated at the northern end of County Louth on Ireland’s east 
coast midway between Dublin and Belfast and has been my home for the past 
36 years. The town is bordered on the northern side by the Cooley Mountains, 
on the east by the waters of Dundalk Bay, and on the south and west by 
rolling hills (or drumlins).  
 The Celts arrived in Ireland around 500 BC, having colonised most of 
Europe. The group that settled in North Louth were known as the Conaille 
Muirtheimhne and took their name from Conaill Carnagh, legendary chief of 

the Red Branch Knights of Ulster. Their land now forms upper and lower Dundalk. (The poets in Celtic society 
were known as the fili  and were responsible for mythological tales and legends, the most famous being the tales 
of the Red Branch Knights, the “Táin Bó Cuailgne” and “Cúchulainn.”) 
 Dundalk is situated in one of the most historic and scenic parts of Ireland, Its name comes from the 
Gaelic Dún Dealgan (“The Fort of Dealga”). As Dealga was a local 
chieftain of pre-Celtic origin, the fort was located at Castletown Mount, 
which is closely associated with the famous mythical warrior Cú Chulainn.  
Cú Chulainn is just one of the famous Irish legends and events based in the 
landscape here, joining Saint Patrick, Fionn MacCumhaill, the Vikings, the 
Normans and Cromwell in leavin g their indelible marks on the local 
landscape. One of the lasting features they left behind is the Proleek Dolmen 
(the cap stone weighs in at 40 tons!!) at Ballymascanlon, on the northern 
side of Dundalk, which still today attracts the interest of both local people 
and visitors every year.  
 Dundalk had been originally developed as an unwalled Sráid Bhaile (meaning “village”; it translates 
literally as “street townland”). The streets passed along a gravel ridge which runs from the present day Bridge 
Street in the North, through Church Street, to Clanbrassil Street to Earl Street, and finally to Dublin Street. In 
1169, the Normans arrived in Ireland and set about conquering large areas. By 1185 a Norman nobleman named 
Bertram de Verdun erected a manor house at Castletown Mount and subsequently obtained the town’s charter in 
1189. Another Norman family, the De Courcys, settled in the Seatown area of Dundalk, the “Nova Villa de 
Dundalke.” Both families assisted in the fortification of the town, building walls and other structures in the style 
of a Norman fortress.  
 The town of Dundalk continued to develop as it lay close to an easy bridging point over the Castletown 
River and was a frontier town on the northern extremities of the Pale. In 1236, Bertram’s granddaughter, 
Rohesia, commissioned Castle Roche to fortify the region, and to offer protection from the Irish territory of 
Ulster.  
 In the 17th century, Lord Limerick (later James Hamilton, First Earl of Clanbrassil) created the modern 
town we know today. He was responsible for the construction of streets leading to the town centre, and in 
addition to the demolition of the old walls and castles, he had new roads laid out eastwards of the principal 
streets. The most important of these new roads connected a newly laid down Market Square, which still 
survives, with a linen and cambric factory at its eastern end, adjacent to what was once a British army cavalry 
and artillery barracks (now Aiken Military Barracks).  
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 In the 19th century, the town grew in importance and many industries were set up in the local area. This 
development was helped considerably by the opening of railways, the expansion of the docks area (or “quay”) 
and the setting up of a board of commissioners to run the town. The town’s first rail links were to Dublin in 
1849 and Belfast in 1850, placing the town on the main line between these two cities. Further railway links 
opened to Derry by 1859 and Greenore in 1873.  
 The partition of Ireland in May 1921 turned Dundalk into a border town and the Dublin–Belfast main 
line into an international railway. The Irish Free State opened customs and immigration facilities at Dundalk to 
check goods and passengers crossing the border by train. The Irish Civil War of 1922-23 saw a number of 
confrontations in Dundalk. The local Fourth Northern Division of the Irish Republican Army under Frank 
Aiken tried to stay neutral but 300 of them were arrested 
by the new Irish Army in August 1922. However, a raid 
on the barrack freed Aiken and two weeks later he took 
Dundalk barracks and captured its garrison before freeing 
the remaining republican prisoners there. Aiken did not 
try to hold the town, however, and before withdrawing he 
called for a truce in a meeting in the centre of Dundalk.  
 In the 20th century, Dundalk’s secondary railway 
links were closed: first the line to Greenore in 1951 and 
then that to Derry in 1957. Dundalk continued as a 
market town, a regional centre, a centre of administration 
and a manufacturing centre during the first fifty years of 
Irish Independence. During the Northern Troubles period, 
it became a key security centre.  
 The introduction of competition after Ireland 
joined the Common Market revealed that local 
manufacturing enterprises were unable to deal with 
foreign competition and Dundalk lost much employment. 
The town had the highest unemployment rate in Ireland’s 
richest province, Leinster. This created social problems 
and an environment where many adopted extreme 
political stances, often in tandem with developments in 
the nationalist community of nearby Northern Ireland. It 
was in this period that Dundalk earned the nickname “El 
Paso,” after the American border town of the same name 
in Texas.  
 The emergence of the Celtic Tiger investment 
boom resulted in rapid economic development in 
Dundalk, and the town continued to grow in the 20th 
century. Many industries prospered and provided 
employment for generations of townspeople. Today many 
fine international companies (from food-processing to 
high-tech computer components) have factories in 
Dundalk: Heinz, National Pen, Panasonic, Quantum, 
Accuray, Simm Strible and Harp Lager (which is brewed 
in the Great Northern Brewery). 
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at Low Spirits Club 

2823 Second Street NW 
 (just north of Menaul) 

 
Saturday, September 11 

8:00 PM 
 
This will be a joyful celebration of musical 
unity, “Many Voices, One Song,” according to 
event organizer Bill Nevins. 
 
Joining Ray at Low Spirits will be Albuquerque 
songwriters Mitch Rayes and David Kurtz , as 
well as Los Jaraneros Del Valle, the South 
Valley based practitioners of the lyrically witty 
Veracruz style of trance-inducing Mexican 
dance music.  
 
Also appearing will be members of 
Albuquerque’s Celtic Eclectic group, Saoirse. 
 
Note: Half-price admission ($5.00) 
for all IAS members carrying IAS 
membership cards! 
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The Harp 
      

      by Thomas Moore (1779 – 1852) 
 

The Harp that once through Tara’s halls 
The soul of music shed 
Now hangs as mute on Tara’s walls . . . 
As if that soul was fled. 
So sleeps the pride of former days 
So glory’s trill is o’er  
And hearts, that once beat high for praise 
Now feel that pulse no more. 
  
No more to chiefs and ladies bright  
The harp of Tara swells: 
The chord alone, that breaks at night, 
Its tale of ruin tells. 
Thus freedom now so seldom wakes, 
The only throb she gives 
Is when some heart indignant breaks 
To show that she still lives.   

 
 
[Editor’s Note: You can hear this poem sung by the legendary 
Irish tenor, John McCormack, at this YouTube site: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iKLEf2BLmCM] 
 
 
And to conclude: If at first you don’t succeed . . . then skydiving isn’t for you. Well that’s all folks, until the 
next time. Frustration is when you have ulcers . . . but still aren’t a success. “Keep the faith!”  

Tom Quinn 

 
 

Flowers of the Forest 
 
Seymour (“Sye”) Feldman, aged 90, passed away on August 11th. He was an 
accomplished bagpiper and a member of the Shrine Pipes and Drums. Sye was also 
a charter member and a past president of the St. Andrew Scottish Society of New 
Mexico. 
 

We were also saddened to hear about Pete Foley, 82, who passed away on August 15th after a lengthy illness. 
Our sincere condolences to Eunice, his loving wife, and to Mark, Terry and Becky Meadows, all long-time IAS 
members. Condolences extended to the rest of the family and their many friends. 

 
May Pete and Sye Rest In Peace 
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Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
 
§§§§  McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 8 AM to 1 PM at the Lloyd Shaw 
Dance Center, 5506 Coal SE. Call 866-5867 for information or visit our web site at 
www.irishdancenm.org.  

§§§§  Tir Conaill  Irish Dance Academy, Saturdays at The Elite Dance Studio, 701 Osuna. 
Call 379-3753 or visit www.tirconaillacademy.com for further information.  

§§§§  Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:00 PM, $2.00. No experience necessary! 
Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708.  

§§§§  Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 

 
Celtic Jam Session at Page One Bookstore (Juan Tabo and Montgomery): 
Every Thursday, 6:45 to 8:45 PM. Admission free. Everyone invited! For info, contact Chuck Butler 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com)  
 
Celtic Music at O’Niell’s:  
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the “old” 
O’Niell’s, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of 
Central & Washington in East Nob Hill). For 
more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
 
§§§§  Celtic jam on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of 
each month, from 11 AM to 2 PM. Two Fools is 
located at 3211 Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com).  

§§§§  For all the news about what’s going on at Two Fools, visit www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can 
read their monthly newsletter. 

 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web: 
 
�  The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Mondays at 10:00 PM. 
 
�  Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 
 
�  Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/ Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated Irish Radio service 
available on the net.  
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic Musicians/Performers! 
 
 

The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety of 
instruments, including vocals. 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals. Contact: Kathy Wimmer 
(293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
Gerry Muisener 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry Muisener (833-3456)  
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 
 
Mac-Tire of Skye Pipes and Drums 
Pipe Major Suzanne “Aden” Lumb 
Phone: (505) 977-0097 
Email: desertpiper@yahoo.com 
 
Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
“Tunes of Glory” for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 
Is Chuma (“It Doesn’t Matter”) 
Traditional Irish and Celtic music. For information, 
contact Bill McCoy at 897-4407. 

 
Jamie Elizabeth Foster 
Soprano available for all events. Contact Jamie at 505-
323-1309. 
 
Womenfolk 
Celtic, country and world folk music. Contact: Liz Holm 
(250-6567) 
 
Saoirse (“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”) 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Fonn Sona (“Happy Melody”) 
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
Rye Creek  
Folk, Irish, western, and good old mountain music. 
Contact: Ron Trellue (292-7369) or Terry Axline (293-
8924) taxline@cabq.gov. 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Michele’s Harp  
765-1288 (tmbuchs@gmail.com)  
 
Celtic Coyotes 
Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and 
Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan 
celticcoyotes@yahoo.com (710-0583). 
 
Friends Forever 
Mike and Donna Coy and Chris Nelson play Celtic, 
Folk, Cowboy and Originals. Contact: 296-2017 or 250-
4429. 
 

Irish Musician/Instrument Repair 
Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of guitar, 
bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer dulcimer, 
mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keith Coleman, 
keith@wckc.us  
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Calendar of Events 
 

IAS Events 
Date Day What 

September 10 Friday Monthly Meeting and Program at the GAC, 7:00 PM. Performance by 
Belfast-born (American citizen) singer, songwriter, poet and lecturer Ray 
Collins. 

September 12 Sunday Día de los San Patricios, a community celebration of Mexican and Irish 
culture, 3:00 – 4:30 PM, National Hispanic Cultural Center. (See flyer on 
p. 7.) 

September 19 Sunday IAS Family Picnic (co-sponsored with the St Andrew Scottish Society): 
1:00 to 4 PM, at the home of Olive McCaskill Bell. (See flyer on p. 8.) 

 
Celtic/GAC Events 

September 5 Sunday Irish Music at O’Hare’s (Rio Rancho) with Gerry Carthy and Dan 
McDermott, 5:00 – 7:30 PM. (O’Hare’s is just west of the intersection of 
528 and Southern Blvd.) 

September 6 Monday Celtic Open Mic Night at O’Niell’s, 7:30 to 9:30 PM. 
September 9 - 12 Thursday – 

Sunday 
Long’s Peak Scottish and Irish Highland Festival, Estes Park, 
Colorado. For more info, visit 
http://www.scotfest.com/Scottish_Festival/Home.html  

September 11 Saturday Special Performance by Ray Collins at Low Spirits Club, 2823 Second 
Street NW, 8:00 PM. (Tickets only $5 for IAS members with cards.) 

September 11 Saturday Traditional music seisún (session). Brickyard Pizza (2216 Central Ave., 
SE across from UNM), 1 to 4 PM. For more info, contact John Conoboy 
at jccon@swcp.com  

September 18 Saturday Halfway to St. Paddy’s Day Celebration at O’Niell’s, 6:00 PM. 
September 23 - 26 Thursday - 

Sunday 
6th Spanish Peaks International Celtic Music Festival in Huerfano 
County, Colorado. For info, visit www.celticmusicfest.com. 

 
    IAS Raffle! 

 
Madame Alexander “Luck o’ the Irish” dolls: one Lassie and one 
Leprechaun. The Lassie is 8” tall, with long light red hair, cream lace 
blouse w/shamrocks on collar, cream lace petticoat, green pleated 
skirt, Irish knit sweater w/wooden toggle buttons, white tights, and 
black boots. The Leprechaun is 5” tall with red hair and beard, green 
velvet waistcoat, knickers and top hat, striped multicolored shirt, 
orange bowtie, blue belt w/gold buckle, multicolored striped socks and 
black buckle shoes. (He also has a wee black pot filled w/gold!) 

 
$1 per chance or 6 for $5 

 
Tickets will be sold at monthly meetings, drawing at the 

Christmas Party
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            P.O. Box 13435 

  Albuquerque, New Mexico 87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed? Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to ���������	
�����
���������   

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


