
  

 
 
                Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
    www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  

Next Event: Friday, September 11th, 7:00PM 
 
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July and 
August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-American Club 
(GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 

 

Celtic Coyotes Perform! 
 
At the Sept. 11th  IAS meeting, Douglas Cowan and 
Rev. Dr. Stephen Miller of the Celtic Coyotes will 
perform a one-hour program of Irish and Scottish 
songs and music. 
 
Doug is the founding member of the Celtic Coyotes 
and Steve is lead singer and song writer of the band. 
They will perform some of their original material 
along with traditional songs.  
 
The Celtic Coyotes have been in existence for 10 
years and have performed at festivals and charitable 
fundraisers such as Habitat for Humanity and Celts 
for the Hungry. They have also conducted church 
services and given sermons on Celtic Spirituality.  

 
Their original songs, “The Celtic Coyotes Song,” “Druid Song,” and 
“Brigid on the Rio Grande,” have been inspired by the idea of the 
Celtic Spirit. They are looking forward to sharing their music with 
the Irish-American Society. 
 
We hope to see you there and we hope you will bring a 

sweet or salty snack to share!
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Irish-American Society 

 and St. Andrew Scottish 
Society Second Annual  

Combined Picnic! 
 

Sunday, September 20th  
(See flyer on p.6 for details.) 
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Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 

 
 

 
Would you like to place an ad in the Irish Times 
newsletter? Business-card-sized ads are a mere 
$5 a month. Larger-sized ads can be negotiated 
with the editor, Ellen Dowling 
(edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-1700). You 
can also put a “click-through” ad on the web site 
of the IAS (www.irishamericansociety-nm.com) 
at no extra charge. To put your ad online, 
contact Webmaster Ken Callahan 
(kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.c
om 

615-
7732 

VP-East Mike Briody 
michaelbriody@ymail.com  

281-
6738 

VP-West Rose Marie Keating  
rkeating14@comcast.net  

352-
2195 

Treasurer Cathy Lybrand 
cathy.lybrand@qinetiq-na.com   

299-
0521 

Secretary Maureen Canavan  
maureencanavan@yahoo.com 

872-
0528 

Board Suzanne Taichert 
susawin@mac.com 

823-
4788 

Board Natalie Sherman 
asherman34@comcast.net 

299-
0158 

Board Jay Vandersloot 
jayvandersloot@yahoo.com 

362-
1733 

Past 
President 

Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

897-
9032 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@BasicISP.net  

881-
4847 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

President Malachy Mahon 
almal@cableone.net  

514-
9782 

Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.
com 

615-
7732 

Director Fred Kelly 
Bkelly9335@aol.com 

250-
0867 

Director Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Director Joe Joyce 771-
2131 

Director Bill Nevins 
nevins_bill@yahoo.com   

 

The Irish-American Society is a non-profit, non-
political, and non-sectarian organization devoted 
to furthering Irish-American relations through 
education, travel, recreation, charity, music, and 
dance.  
 
Membership is open to everyone and we 
encourage your support and participation. Dues 
are $20.00 for an individual and $25.00 for a 
family. For more information, please call 
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 298-2708. 
 

Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
Heritage Center, Inc. Board of Directors 
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President’s Message 
 
Dear IAS Community, 
 
              This message will be short as I have 
been very busy with the start of school. I hope 
all are doing well and please plan on joining us 
at the September 12th meeting and the annual 
picnic on September 20th.  
             There will be many opportunities in 
the upcoming board elections for IAS members 
to run for positions on the board. Please 
consider running for the board.  

See you in September, 
Kate Nash 

The place to find a variety of 
Celtic items: 

 jewelry, wall hangings, books 
to loan, and more! 

Professional §  Reliable §  Neat §  Fair Prices 
Call Dennis: 892-6446 or 350-1242 

Bonded NM 358332  §   In business since 1992 
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IAS Treasurer’s Report – July 2009 
Cathy Lybrand, Treasurer 

Category  Income Category   Expenses 
Memberships  255.00 Print Express 306.54 
* Celtic Festival 883.09 P.O. Box 96.00 

Total Income 1138.09 Total Expenses 402.54 
                  
 June 1 Beginning Balance 6473.98 
  Income  1138.09 

  Expenses 402.54  
 July 31 Ending Balance 7209.53 

 
*Deposit for Celtic Festival was in June, but did not get entered into the June Treasurer’s Report 
 

Céad Mile Fáilte 
 
A 100,000 welcomes to our newest members: Russell and Lorraine Espenhain and Family; Dain, Beth and Finn 
Forsythe; Randy Hood; Tom and Adele Hundley; Lynn and Bill Maxon; Marcia Scott; Michael and Karan 
Scott; and Mark Baker. 
 Welcome back to John Brisbois! 
 As of August 15th, the Irish-American Society has 131family members (times 2) and 129 single 
members. This is a total of 391 members for the 2009 membership year. 

Norita Callahan                                 
 noraabq@yahoo.com (298-2708) 

 Flowers of the Forest 
 

§  Joe O. Armijo, an IAS member for many years, passed away in April. Joe was also a 
member of the handball group who met socially at the GAC on Friday afternoons. He was a 
very nice, personable man who will be sorely missed by his many friends. Belated 
condolences to his wife, Mary Lou and to his family. 
§  Ric Rawlins, also an IAS member for many years, passed away in July from surgery 
complications. Ric was an avid Quiddler player, who taught the card/word game to many 

people. Condolences to his longtime friends, especially David and Annie. 
§  We were very sorry to hear that IAS member Gary Pederson passed away on August 18th. Gary was another 
avid Quiddler player. He will be missed by his many friends. Condolences to them and to his family.  

May They Rest in Peace 

Health and Welfare 
 
Long-time IAS member Barb Nickleski has been undergoing chemotherapy treatments. She is not allowed to 
have visitors, but would surely appreciate a get-well card. You can send it to her at 9618 Freedom Way NE, 
ABQ 87109. 
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Thanks for Your Support of the Ronald McDonald House! 
 
From IAS Member Sharon Nolen: 
 
Thank you to all IAS members who have been supporting the Ronald McDonald House by collecting the pop 
tabs from soda cans, cat food, tennis ball cans, soup cans, etc.  
 
Since we started the Pop Tab Program we have raised over $10,000 to help provide miscellaneous food and 
household goods for use by the families that stay at RMH. We have been asked why the tab and not the whole 
can. The answer is because the tabs are smaller and cleaner than cans, many people find it easy to save them, 
and then they bring them or mail them to us. The tabs are also made of a higher grade of aluminum than the can. 
Many schools have become involved in the program as service projects or as a learning tool in the classroom. 
Children especially like the program because it is a way they can help other children.  
 
The Ronald McDonald House of NM is a 30-bedroom facility that provides lodging for families who have a 
child undergoing medical treatment at a local medical facility. We are their “home away from home” where 
they can sleep, cook a hot meal, do their laundry, and still be close to the hospitals. The majority of the children 

are being treated at UNM Hospital, but families also come to 
us from Presbyterian, Carrie Tingley, and Lovelace Woman’s 
hospital. Most of our families have premature babies; next are 
children with cancer; and then orthopedic problems.  Since we 
opened our doors in 1982, we have lodged over 33,000 
families. We ask for a $15 per night donation; however, no 
family is ever turned away because of inability to pay. (The 
actual cost to run the House is over $70 per night.) 
 
The Pop Tab Program is such an exciting program for the 
House. It is a way of involving an entire community. No matter 
what age or walk of life, it is a perfect example of people 
helping people to achieve a better tomorrow. Ronald 
McDonald House Charities of NM sincerely thanks you for 
being a part of our program. 

 

 

Come out to 
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A Festival Concert of Music and 
Dance 

Benefiting Roadrunner Food Bank 
at 

St. Stephens United Methodist 
Church 

4601 Juan Tabo NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 

 
26 September, 2009 
10:00AM- 4:00PM 

doors open at 9:30AM 
 

Admission: 
$10.00 at the door, 

Children 5- 12 $7.00 (under 5 free) 
 

Advance tickets at 
www.thistlesociety.com   

$7.00 all ages 
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Second Annual  
Combined Family Picnic! 

at 
Elena Gallegos Picnic Area 
Kiwanis Reservation Area 

Sunday, September 20t h, 2009 
12 noon to 4 PM 

Celtic sporting demonstrations, storytelling, 
 live music, and pipers! 

 
The IAS and the SASS will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, sodas, plates, 

plastic ware, cups, napkins, condiments, and charcoal.  
BYO coolers with ice and alternative beverages of your choice. 

 
 PLEASE: NO GLASS CONTAINERS ARE ALLOWED! 

 
Potluck: Please bring a casserole, salad (potato, pasta, fruit, green, etc.) or dessert. Please 
remember to bring serving implements and remember to PUT YOUR NAME ON ALL 

IMPLEMENTS AND DISHES! 
 

So we will have an approximate count for meat and soda purchases: 
PLEASE RSVP TO TOM MACMAHON BY SEPTEMBER 12TH  

(tommacmahon@comcast.net; 299-0242) 
and tell him what dish you will bring and how many are in your party. 

 
The Kiwanis Reservation Area is nestled in the picturesque Elena Gallegos Picnic Area (located 
east of Tramway, south of Paseo del Norte and just a little north of Academy). It is an outdoor 
facility with a sheltered picnic area that can accommodate up to 250 people. It is outfitted with 
3 large coal grills; a recreation area with a volleyball net and a horseshoe pit; running water; 
electricity; restrooms; and access to the Elena Gallegos trails.  
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The Reel Thing 
By Tom Quinn (The Dancer) 

Céad mile fàilte from Dundalk!  
 

   News and Notes 
 
Cooley Distillery, Ireland’s only independent whiskey distiller, 
situated on the outskirts of Dundalk, won eight gold medals 

including five best in class at two separate spirits competitions, which took place in New 
York and Los Angeles recently. Cooley entered the prestigious Los Angeles International 
Wine & Spirits Competition for the first time this year, and they were invited to take part 
in the inaugural NY Spirits Competition by its founder, spirits writer Andre Levy.  
 The LA International Wine & Spirits Competition (LAIWSC), which celebrated its 70th year in 2009, 
judges over 4,000 wines and spirits each year from around the globe. The LAIWSC is renowned for its integrity 
and professionalism and in its first year entering the competition Cooley was awarded four gold medals, 
including two “best in category” for its Kilbeggan Irish whiskey and Connemara Peated Single Malt.  
 In New York, Cooley collected a further three gold medals and “best in category” awards. The inaugural 
New York Spirits Competition (NYSA) assembled a distinguished judging panel composed of members of the 
on and off-trade community. The judges scored each brand in a blind tasting and again Cooley’s quality shone 
through with three of its malts, Connemara Cask Strength, Connemara 12-year-old, and Tyrconnell single malt, 
winning gold medals and best in class.  
 “This year we chose to test our whiskeys at some new spirits competition outside of the usual events,” 
comments Jack Teeling, sales and marketing director for Cooley Distillery. “The US market is now the largest 
market for Irish whiskey and our performance in these competitions helps reinforce the reputation of Cooley’s 
whiskeys to the US trade and consumer.” 

 
Recently appointed American Ambassador to Ireland, Daniel M. Rooney, paid his first visit 
to Dundalk. The ambassador has only been in office less than a month, so he is still getting 
accustomed to what the position demands. But his roots are in Newry, Co. Down, where he 
met politicians and community groups and traced his family heritage. Born on July 20th, 
1932, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, he is perhaps also well known as the American owner 
and chairman of the Pittsburgh Steelers football team in the National Football League 

(NFL). (He is the son of team founder and former owner Art Rooney.) Rooney was elected to the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame in 2000 for his great success as an owner.  
 On March 17th, President Obama announced he had nominated Rooney to become the next US 
ambassador to Ireland, citing the owner’s longstanding support for Irish-American charitable causes. Secretary 
of State Hillary Rodham Clinton swore him in as the new ambassador to Ireland on July 1st. Ambassador 
Rooney presented his credentials to Irish President Mary McAleese on July 3rd, before making his first official 
speaking engagement at a lunch hosted by the American Chamber of Commerce Ireland. Dundalk Chamber of 
Commerce vice president Paddy Malone believes the visit of Ambassador Dan Rooney could be used to get 
Hillary and Bill Clinton to come back to the town. “I believe that Dundalk should use the opportunity of the US 
Ambassador’s visit to extend an invitation to him, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and her husband former 
president Clinton to revisit the town. All of us in Dundalk remember the time and effort former president 
Clinton gave to the peace process. The first person to use the motorway to Dundalk was President Clinton 
before it was officially opened. He spoke to a huge crowd at the Square. I believe that the M1 should be 
renamed ‘Clinton Expressway’ or similar and that the Market Square should have a permanent feature to record 
his visit. The unveiling of such a structure could be carried out by Hillary Clinton,” suggested Mr. Malone. 
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Most women killed in road crashes die at the hands of a male driver, road safety chiefs 
warned recently. In the latest attempt to curb boy racers and drunk drivers, women are 
being urged to turn the tide of road deaths by refusing to get into the car with 
irresponsible men. The Road Safety Authority (RSA) is hoping its hard-hitting “He 
Drives, She Dies” campaign will strip away the motivation of male drivers to act 
recklessly behind the wheel. RSA chief executive Noel Brett said the facts show men are 
the drivers in 80% of fatal road crashes in Ireland. “At the risk of offending male sensitivities, women need to 
know that they are being killed through male-dominated driver errors such as speeding and drink-driving,” he 
said. 

The Bookshelf 
 

All the Dead Voices, by Declan Hughes  
 
Ed Loy has made some changes. He has moved into an apartment in Dublin’s city centre, 
leaving behind his family home: He wants to break free of the ghosts of his own past, to live 
in the teeming present. But if that’s what he wants for his own life, it’s not always what his 
clients will permit: The baggage they bring to him propels him relentlessly into past.  
 The police are working along similar lines with their new Cold Case unit. Looking 

back over a fifteen-year-old murder, they are satisfied by their original findings—but not so Loy. He has been 
hired by the victim’s daughter to investigate the suspects ignored by the first investigation: a rich property 
developer, an ex-IRA man, and Loy’s own nemesis, George Halligan. But Loy has to watch his back: In the 
murky world into which he has fallen, he can’t tell which threats come from the IRA and which from the police 
protecting their old case. Can Loy persuade his longstanding friend DI Dave Donnelly to help solve the Fogarty 
case, or does he have to rely on the murderous George Halligan? Does it all go back to the IRA? Are the men 
who gave the commands now respectable citizens? In his toughest case yet, Ed Loy delves into the dirty side of 
life in the New Ireland, where progress comes at a price and no one is free of their past. 

 
The Music Rack 

 
Affairs of the Harp, by Kathleen Loughnane 
 
 The harp played by the Irish harpers of the old Gaelic order was an aristocratic 
instrument, played in the courts of kings and clan chieftans. The traditional harp was strung 
with bronze wire with a sound box carved in one piece out of wood from the bog. In the 
hands of a skilled harper, it produced a blend of music that had great power over its listener; 

bringing great joy or sorrowful weeping. The earliest harps came from Egypt, as seen on ancient clay tablets, 
and it’s very possible that King David played one in Biblical times. (Irish images of David are carved on 10th 
and 11th century High Crosses also showing lyres or harps.) By the 12th century, Irish triangular harps were 
found on stones, and in Durrow Abbey, Co. Offaly, a quadrangular harp can be seen carved onto a 10th century 
cross..  
 By the 17th century, Gaelic harps became much taller with longer brass strings that produced a much 
clearer and stronger tone. With the Anglicisation of the Irish nobility, the old traditional harpers were reduced to 
mere travelling musicians. The most famous of these was the blind harper O’Carolan, who adopted European 
music for his Anglo-Irish patrons. Because the harpers were sometimes at the very heart of local rebellions, the 
harp was banned from time to time. The Brian Boru harp dates from around 1400 and is one of Ireland’s 
national treasures; it is housed in Trinity College, Dublin, and is a small, low-heaped harp To this day the harp 
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is an important emblem for Irish nationalism: The national symbol for Ireland is the Brian Boru harp, depicted 
on flags, coin—even Guinness.   
 Kathleen Loughnane is widely acclaimed for her arrangement and playing of the music of the Irish 
harpers. The moods in her playing range from the exuberant lift of dance music to the haunting beauty of slow 
airs. Accompanied here by her friends, Alec Finn (Greek bouzouki, guitar), Mary Staunton (accordion), Sean 
Ryan (whistle), Sharon Shannon (accordion), and Martina Goggin (Djembe), Kathleen’s new recording makes a 
joyful addition to the recorded repertoire of Irish music on the harp.  
 This recording contains arrangements of traditional tunes and Kathleen’s own compositions. In 
arranging and interpreting the harp music of the 18th century, her most important reference has been the living 
instrumental tradition, its technique, ornamentation and energy. Her research into traditional and classical 
sources has informed her own compositions. Based in Galway, Kathleen co-founded the group Dordán, whose 
distinctive mix of Irish and baroque music has received international acclaim. They have recorded four albums 
on the Gael Linn and Narada labels. Dordán have received various arts awards, including the National 
Entertainment Award for traditional music.  
 Kathleen has performed and taught harp in Ireland and at major festivals in the US and in Europe, 
including the Edinburgh and Copenhagen Harp Festivals. Her arrangements have been featured on the Harp 
Syllabus of the Royal Irish Academy of Music. 
   

 

Famous Sons and Daughters of Erin 
 

Charles Russell of Queen Street, Newry (where he was a neighbour to Jenny Verner, 
later to be John Mitchel’s wife) was a prominent lawyer in the nineteenth century who 
rose to become the first Catholic Lord Chief Justice of England since the Reformation. 
Russell and his contemporary, John Mitchel, despite sharing a profession and steering 
most divergent paths through life, were the most celebrated Newrymen ever, and they met 

once, as Russell recalls in his memoirs.  
 Mitchel was the most vociferous and eloquent Irish Republican of his age and certainly most feared by 
the Government, which passed a special Act of Parliament in order to entrap and exile him. Russell, as Lord 
Chief Justice, became a celebrated executive member of the British Government. Russell recounted, “The only 
time I ever recollect seeing John Mitchel was when the railway from Dublin reached no further north than 
Drogheda. We were both going to Dublin, and both got on the coach together on the Ballybot side of the town, 
close to Turner’s Glen.  He was a man not easily forgotten, and his conversation and appearance made a deep 
impression upon the little lad, his fellow traveller that day.  
 I well recollect his dark, straight hair, almost whiskerless face, and sallow, colourless, bloodless 
complexion, which, combined with a certain sharpness of feature and nobility of brow, gave him a peculiarly 
intellectual appearance, with a look almost of the ascetic.  The square character of his jaw and the firmness of 
his mouth conveyed the notion of a resolute, not to say obstinate man, a notion which was not removed by the 
look of his dark grey eyes, which seemed full of dreams and melancholy. I still think him the most brilliant 
journalistic writer I have ever known. He had not, perhaps, the breadth of Frederick Lucas, nor the wide 
information of Gavan Duffy, nor the tender, pathetic imagination of Thomas Davis; but his style was more 
terse, vigorous, and to the point than theirs, and was wholly free from affectation of scholarship foreign to the 
matter in hand. Occasionally in a sentence he could condense a world of argument.  
 One instance occurs to me. In one of a series of letters addressed to the Orangemen of the North, he is 
pointing out to them why they should be in the van of the national movement, as their fathers had been in 1782 
and 1798, and he is meeting an objection supposed to be made by an Orangeman then, and certainly frequently 
made for him since, namely, that to join with the Irish Papists would be to join the children of anti-Christ, and 
so on. Each July 12th celebration makes us familiar with this kind of thing. John Mitchel did not proceed gravely 



Irish Times          SEPT 2009 
 

 10 

to argue that, after all, the evidence was not quite conclusive that the Pope was really anti-Christ, and that, at all 
events, all Irishmen, even Irish Papists, were bound up with the weal or woe of their country. He did none of 
these things. In the language of the now defunct special pleader, he put in a plea of confession and avoidance.  
He wrote a single line: ‘The Pope may be anti-Christ, but, Orangemen of the North: he serves no writs of 
ejectment in Ulster.’” 

The Site  
 

 
Clonmacnoise  
 
Clonmacnoise was founded in 545 by Saint Ciarán in the territory of Ui Maine, at the 
point where the major east-west land route through the bogs of central Ireland along the 
Eiscir Riada (an esker or moraine left by the receding glaciers of the last ice age) crossed 
the River Shannon.  

 The site includes the ruins of seven churches (10th -13th century): Temple Dowling, Temple Hurpan, 
Temple RI, Temple Ciarán, Temple Connor, Temple Finghin, and the Nuns Church. There was also a 
Cathedral, with an arch known as the Whispering Arch because the monks held confessions there. (A monk put 
his ear at the corner of the arch and the sinner talked into the corner of the other side of the arch. If you visit 
there, try it, it really works.) The site also has two round towers, three high crosses, and the largest collection of 
Early Christian grave slabs in Western Europe. (The original high crosses and a selection of grave slabs are on 
display in the visitor centre.) 
 Saint Ciarán had been educated by St. Finnian of Clonard and also by Abbot St. Enda of Aran. Shortly 
after his arrival with eight companions, Ciarán met Diarmait mac Cerbaill, who helped him build the first 
church—a small wooden structure, the first of many small churches to be clustered on the site. Diarmuid was to 
claim the title of the first Christian High King of Ireland. Ciarán died about one year later of the yellow plague 
and was buried reputedly in the building now known as Temple Ciarán; he was in his early thirties.  
 The strategic location of the monastery helped it become a major centre of religion, learning, 
craftsmanship and trade by the 9th century, and together with Clonard it was the most famous in Ireland, visited 
by scholars from all over Europe. Until the 9th century it had close associations with the kings of Connacht, and 
then until the 11th century with the kings of Mide.  Many of the high kings of Tara and Connacht were buried 
here. It was also attacked frequently, by the Vikings, Anglo-Normans and other Irish forces.  
 All the early buildings, including churches, were made of wood and have not survived. They were 
replaced in stone by the 10th century, when Clonmacnoise became a bishopric. It also produced many fine 
examples of Celtic gold and silverware, which are preserved in Dublin museums.  
 After the 12th century, the site fell into decline. The English built a castle next to the monastery in the 
13th century and the whole settlement was finally sacked in 1552 by an English garrison from Athlone, which 
reduced it to a ruin. The long and varied history of Clonmacnoise is recounted in an audiovisual presentation 
shown in the visitor centre. There are also exhibitions that deal with the flora, fauna and landscape of the region.  
   
And to conclude: 
 
A new teacher was trying to make use of her psychology courses. She began her class by saying, “Everyone 
who thinks they’re stupid, stand up!” After a few seconds, Little Paddy stood up.  
 The teacher said, “Do you think you’re stupid, Little Paddy?” 
 “No, ma’am, but I hate to see you standing there all by yourself!” 
 
Little Paddy watched, fascinated, as his mother smoothed cold cream on her face.  
 “Why do you do that, mammy?” he asked.  
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 “To make myself beautiful,” said his mother, who then began removing the cream with a tissue.  
 “What’s the matter?” asked Little Paddy. “Giving up?” 
 
And just remember: The person who watches the clock will always be one of the hands.  
 
Well that’s all folks; a good life stretches the wrinkles, until the next time, “Keep the faith”! 

Tom Quinn 

News from the North:  
Northern Ireland Attracts Indian IT 
 (Information Technology) Biggies 

By Nayanima Basu 
 

 Tariff-free access to the vast EU market, low labour cost, advanced telecom network and a huge talent 
pool is fast positioning Northern Ireland as one of the world’s most coveted investment destinations for global 
Indian investors. 
 Northern Ireland, consisting of nine counties, is the first region in Europe to achieve 100 percent 
broadband coverage, providing a fully digital and fibre-optic communications network. 
 IT biggies such as HCL, First source, Polaris and Tech Mahindra have all set up shop in Northern 
Ireland. “India is clearly important to our economy. We have a good traction with Indian companies and in the 
IT sector, there are projects in the pipeline,” Barry Clarke, senior vice-president for India, Invest Northern 
Ireland, told Financial Chronicle. 
 The agency also helps firms in the region to set up manufacturing units in India while encouraging 
greater investment flows between the two. Northern Ireland is also regarded for being one of world leaders in 
financial trading, mobile telephony and has acquired a reputation in the US for being a favourable offshore 
centre. 
 “As part of the European Union, companies located in Northern Ireland can take advantage of tariff-free 
access to the world’s largest consumer market of over 400 million people,” Clarke said, adding that the region 
also offers a friendly regulatory environment and a favourable time zone with clients based in the UK. 
He added that Northern Ireland takes the largest UK regional trade missions to China, India and the West Asia 
every year to identify and explore greater investment options across sectors. 
 He also said that with the global economic downturn deepening, more and more countries are looking 
inwards to strengthen their domestic markets rather than expanding abroad. “Having said that, India still has a 
huge appetite for international growth and companies are using their cash reserves to invest wisely in 
acquisitions when prices are lower … Indian companies recognise that we have a good value proposition which 
is capable of servicing their strategies for growth,” he said. Northern Ireland also offers a plethora of financial 
incentives in terms of packages to facilitate start-ups and capability-driven investment plans. 
 

Belfast’s Merchant named the “World’s Best Hotel Bar” 
By Victoria O’Hare 

 
Belfast’s Merchant Hotel have proved their cocktails have the winning mix after being named the “World’s 
Best Hotel Bar” by an international competition. 
 The five-star establishment, set in the city’s Cathedral Quarter, was awarded the accolade at the Spirit 
Awards as part of the “Tales of the Cocktail Festival” in New Orleans. 
 The luxury hotel also walked away with the title of “World’s Best Cocktail Menu” and “World’s Best 
Drinks Selection.” 
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 Tales of the Cocktail is an internationally-acclaimed festival which brings together the best and brightest 
cocktail experts in the industry. 
 The Spirit Awards are held as part of the festival and provide recognition to those individuals and 
establishments that have shown an outstanding talent for advancing the craft of the cocktail. They are judged by 
top industry figures from all over the globe. 
 The Dorchester, Paris Ritz,and George V were also among the top industry stalwarts vying for the world 
titles. 
 Speaking about the global win, Sean Muldoon, bar manager and mixologist at The Merchant Hotel said: 
“We are thrilled that The Merchant has become a world beater. This really puts Belfast and Northern Ireland on 
the world’s hospitality map. To be the only hotel in Ireland, and indeed Europe, to achieve such acclaim is a 
credit to the talent that exists here, within the hospitality trade. To come out on top with a list of awards will 
bring very obvious benefits for the tourist industry and is a massive coup for Northern Ireland.” 
 

And From the South:  
The Highways and Byways of North Kerry 

www.ireland.com 
 
From Tralee take the R551 road to the village of 
Ardfert, famous for its cathedral. [See the picture of 
the ruins on the left.] Proceed straight to Bann, 
famous for its strand and association with Roger 
Casement, a prominent figure in early 20th-century 
Irish history. The village of Ballyheigue offers an 
extensive beach as well as an interesting castle. The 
village is reputed to have the driest weather in 
Kerry annually.  
 A circular drive around the nearby Kerry 
Head Peninsula is highly recommended, with 
scenic panoramas overlooking the Dingle Peninsula 
and Clare Coast. Drive back to the R551 through 
the village of Causeway and on to Ballyduff, which 

has a prime example of a perfectly preserved round tower at Rattoo. Crossing the River Cashen, you’ll reach the 
very well known seaside resort of Ballybunion, the town that boasts magnificent beaches and is equally famous 
for its championship golf links. There are numerous amenities for the holiday maker and the views across the 
estuary to the Loop Head Peninsula in County Clare are spectacular.  From here it is recommended to take 
the coast road to Ballylongford via Beal. Along this route the Clare coast looks very near across the Estuary and 
at Knockanore Hill (Hill of the Slaughter) views can be had on clear days as far north to the Cliffs of Moher in 
County Clare and Killarney to the south. Ballylongford Village boasts the interesting Carrigafoyle Castle on the 
Shannon Estuary. It is also the birthplace of one of the finest modern day Irish Poets, Brendan Kennelly.  
 The village of Tarbert is shaped like a T. From here join the N69 road back to the town of Listowel, 
which is pleasantly situated on the banks of the river Feale. The town and surrounding areas are synonymous 
with the wealth of writers that have come from here. Names like John B.Keane, Bryan Mc Mahon, and George 
Fitzmaurice are forever associated with this area. Listowel Writer’s Week takes place at the end of every May. 
 Halfway between Tralee and Listowel is the “Day in the Bog” experience, located at the foothills of the 
Stack’s Mountains. Tralee is the county town of Kerry and is the administrative centre of the County. Every 
August it hosts the International Rose of Tralee Festival.  
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Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
§§§§  McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 8 AM to 1 PM at the Lloyd Shaw 
Dance Center, 5506 Coal SE. Call 866-5867 for information or visit our web site at 
www.irishdancenm.org.  

§§§§  Tir Conaill  Irish Dance Academy, Saturdays at The Elite Dance Studio, 701 Osuna. 
Call 379-3753 or visit www.tirconaillacademy.com  for further information.  

§§§§  Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:30 PM, $2.00. No experience necessary! 
Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708.  

§§§§  Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 

 
Celtic Jam Session at Page One Bookstore (Juan Tabo and Montgomery): 
Every Thursday, 6:45 to 8:45 PM. Admission free. Everyone invited! For info, contact Chuck Butler 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com)  
 
Celtic Music at O’Niell’s: 
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O’Niell’s, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central & 
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
Celtic jam on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of each month, from 11 AM to 2 PM. Two Fools is located at 3211 
Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com). For all the news about what’s going on at Two Fools, visit 
www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can read their monthly newsletter. 
 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web 
�  The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Mondays at 10:00 PM. 
 
�  Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 
 
�  Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/  Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated Irish Radio service 
available on the net.   
 

Celtic Connections: For general information about Celtic events going on around the West, visit 
http://www.celticconnection.com/. Food, humor, books, sports, history and much more! 
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic Musicians/Performers! 
 

The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety 
of instruments, including vocals. 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals. Contact: Kathy Wimmer 
(293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
Blarneystone 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867) 
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 
 
Mac-Tire of Skye Pipes and Drums 
Pipe Major Suzanne “Aden” Lumb 
Phone: (505) 977-0097 
Email: desertpiper@yahoo.com 
 
Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
“Tunes of Glory” for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 

Saoirse (“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”) 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Jamie Elizabeth Foster 
Soprano available for all events. Contact Jamie at 
505-323-1309. 
 
Irish DJ 
Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music 
Contact: Mike Foley 858-1047 (Aulsod@aol.com) 
 
Fonn Sona (“Happy Melody”) 
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
Rye Creek  
Folk, Irish, western, and good old mountain music. 
Contact: Ron Trellue (292-7369) or Terry Axline 
(293-8924) taxline@cabq.gov. 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Michele’s Harp  
765-1288 (buchanan@cybermesa.com) 
 
Celtic Coyotes 
Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, 
and Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan 
celticcoyotes@yahoo.com (710-0583). 
 
Michael and Donna Coy 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, and 
Traditional (296-2017) 
 
Irish Musician/Instrument Repair 
Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of 
guitar, bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer 
dulcimer, mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keith 
Coleman, keith@wckc.us  
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Calendar of Events 
 

IAS/IHC Events 
Date Day What 

September 11 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7 PM at the GAC. Musical 
performance by the Celtic Coyotes. 

September 20 Sunday IAS/St. Andrew Scottish Society Annual Picnic, Elena Gallegos Picnic 
Area. For details, see flyer on p. 6. 

October 9 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7 PM at the GAC. Musical 
performance by the Ansolver family. 

 
Celtic/GAC Events 

September 19 Saturday Rodeo Western Dance at the GAC. For information, call 888-4833 for 
more info. 

September 26 Saturday Celts for the Hungry, a fundraiser for the Roadrunner Food Bank, 
presented by the Thistle Society of New Mexico, in Santa Fe. They are 
currently looking for sponsors, venders, and advertisers. For more info, 
contact Lee Peters at petelee_1@yahoo.com (505-980-3265). 

 
The Ronald McDonald House  

Fundraiser Project 
  
 We are still collecting the pull-tabs for the Ronald McDonald House here in 
Albuquerque (managed by IAS member Sharon Nolen). THANK YOU to Jeanine Blair 
AND FAMILY, Robert Newman, and several others for the large baggies of pull tabs.  
 The other day, I emptied all the envelopes, baggies, jars, pill containers, and cans of 
pull tabs into a Smith’s paper grocery sack. Filled it to the top, and then some. WOW!! That 
was a lot of pull tabs! � I Took ‘em to Sharon - she was pleased. 

  

GAC News 
 
The next time you are in the GAC for a meeting or a function, please check out the “new” barstools. Many 
hours were spent re-upolstering these chairs. They look great! Thanks to IAS members: Roger Vallejos, Gary 
Hays, William Cervantes, David Marsters, and Lynn Allen and Annie Adams for the snacks. GAC members 
Jim Midyett and David Smith helped with the project also, as did GAC PresidentLena Stout and V.P. Miguel 
Mata. Great job! 
 
Additional upgrades are the new tile floor in part of the bar, a new linoleum floor laid in the way-back room, the 
renovation of the GAC business office, a satellite radio donated/installed by IAS member Jim Brauer, and many 
more improvements.  

 Norita 
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                       P.O. Box 13435 

   Albuquerque, New Mexico  87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed?  Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to ���	��������������	�����
�   

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


