
  

 
 
                Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
    www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  

Next Event: Friday, October 9th, 7:00 PM 
 
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July and 
August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-American Club 
(GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 

 

Musical Performance by the Amazing Ansolvers! 
 
Come join us at our October meeting for a performance of bluegrass, Celtic, and fiddle music by the Ansolver 
Kids: Emily (14), John (12), and Jamie (10). The joyful sound from these energetic Kids is a crowd pleaser 
every time! 
 
Emily, the oldest, has 
been amazing crowds 
since she was 8 years 
old. In 2008, she took 
first place in the Santa 
Fe Bluegrass Fiddle 
Championship. John, 
who plays both the 
fiddle and guitar, won 
first place for 12 and 
under at the State 
Fiddle Championship. 
And Jamie is right 
there with them, 
providing steady 
rhythm and a depth of 
sound on her beautiful 
double bass. 
 
The Ansolvers have played at the Albuquerque Summer Fest in the Plaza, the Rio Rancho Highland Games, 
Brother Matthias’s Corn Beef and Cabbage Dinner, the Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta, the New Mexico State 
Fair, the Midland TX Highland Games, and O’Neill’s Pub.  
 

We hope to see you there and we hope you will bring a sweet or salty snack to share!
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Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 

 
 

 
Would you like to place an ad in the Irish Times 
newsletter? Business-card-sized ads are a mere 
$5 a month. Larger-sized ads can be negotiated 
with the editor, Ellen Dowling 
(edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-1700). You 
can also put a “click-through” ad on the web site 
of the IAS (www.irishamericansociety-nm.com) 
at no extra charge. To put your ad online, 
contact Webmaster Ken Callahan 
(kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.c
om 

615-
7732 

VP-East Mike Briody 
michaelbriody@ymail.com  

281-
6738 

VP-West Rose Marie Keating  
rkeating14@comcast.net  

352-
2195 

Treasurer Cathy Lybrand 
cathy.lybrand@qinetiq-na.com   

299-
0521 

Secretary Maureen Canavan  
maureencanavan@yahoo.com 

872-
0528 

Board Suzanne Taichert 
susawin@mac.com 

823-
4788 

Board Natalie Sherman 
asherman34@comcast.net 

299-
0158 

Board Jay Vandersloot 
jayvandersloot@yahoo.com 

362-
1733 

Past 
President 

Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

897-
9032 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@BasicISP.net  

881-
4847 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

President Malachy Mahon 
almal@cableone.net  

514-
9782 

Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.
com 

615-
7732 

Director Fred Kelly 
Bkelly9335@aol.com 

250-
0867 

Director Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Director Joe Joyce 771-
2131 

Director Bill Nevins 
nevins_bill@yahoo.com   

 

The Irish-American Society is a non-profit, non-
political, and non-sectarian organization devoted 
to furthering Irish-American relations through 
education, travel, recreation, charity, music, and 
dance.  
 
Membership is open to everyone and we 
encourage your support and participation. Dues 
are $20.00 for an individual and $25.00 for a 
family. For more information, please call 
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 298-2708. 
 

Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
Heritage Center, Inc. Board of Directors 
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President’s Message 
 
Dear IAS Community, 
 Well here we are again looking toward the holiday activities for the IAS. The next few months hold the 
Halloween Party [October 31], co-sponsored with the German-American Club, the IAS Board Elections 
[November 13], and the Christmas Party [December 6]. It is time to get out and attend the monthly meetings so 
we can gather together and plan future events, socialize and converse with one another. 
             There has been much in the news lately about how many families and individuals have experienced 
financial and personal stress. Sometimes when we are under stress we have the tendency to withdraw from 
community activities. These are the times I believe we need to gather together to both give and receive support 
and friendship from fellow IAS members. So please come out and contribute to the monthly meetings by your 
presence.  
             We are currently selling raffle tickets for a beautiful quilt donated by Michele Buchanan. [See picture 
on p. 5.] Michele Buchanan is a giving member who has quietly contributed to many Irish and Celtic events in 
the community. She has been generous with both her time and musical talents in entertaining at events and 
meetings. This quilt would add beauty to any room in your home. Tickets are a mere $1 or 6 for $5. [Drawing 
will take place at the Christmas Party. You need not be present to win, but we hope you will be there!] 
              We are also in the planning stages for the Christmas party, which will be organized by members of the 
board. Your ideas and suggestions are welcomed. We hope to have a silent auction to help kick off your 
Christmas shopping efforts!! 
              So please come on down and have some fun!! 

 
See you soon! 

Kate Nash 

The place to find a variety of 
Celtic items: 

 jewelry, wall hangings, books 
to loan, and more! 

Professional §  Reliable §  Neat §  Fair Prices 
Call Dennis: 892-6446 or 350-1242 

Bonded NM 358332  §   In business since 1992 
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IAS Treasurer’s Report – August 2009 
Cathy Lybrand, Treasurer 

Category Income Category Expenses 
Memberships  205.00 Print Express 263.28 
  Albuquerque Folk Festival 300.00 

  German-American Club 
Lease 

825.00 

    Celts for the Hungry 250.00 

Total Income 205.00 Total Expenses 1638.28 

 August 1 Beginning Balance 7209.53 

  Income  205.00 

  Expenses 1638.28 

 August 31 Ending Balance 5776.25 

 

Céad Mile Fáilte 
 
A 100,000 welcomes to our newest members: James McCarten, Karen Tengwald, Sean Chavez and Jodie 
McKelvey. 
 
 As of August 19th, the Irish-American Society has 131 family members (times 2) and 132 single 
members. This is a total of 394 members for the 2009 membership year.  

Norita Callahan                                 
 noraabq@yahoo.com (298-2708) 

  

Minutes of the IAS Meeting, September 11th 

 
Maureen Canavan read the minutes from the June meeting. 
 Rose Marie Keating informed us of the need for volunteers for our September picnic –grillers and 
providers of platters of tomatoes and onions and condiments. A sign-up sheet was passed around so we can 
have an estimated count for the picnic. 
 New Business: The IAS will be holding elections for new board members and officers at the November 
meeting. Open positions are President, Treasurer, and Secretary.  
 We still need volunteers to help organize the Halloween and Christmas Parties. 
 The beautiful Irish quilt donated by Michelle Buchanan was displayed and raffle tickets sold. The 
winning ticket will be picked at the IAS Christmas Party. 
 Jay Vandersloot is selling tickets for the “Celts for the Hungry,” as he is helping to raise donations for 
this organization. Jay also read a Thank You note to the IAS from the Albuquerque Folk Festival for our 
donation of $300 and a Thank You note for donations to “NM Works,” CNM’s Food Drive for the Store House. 
 The meeting was adjourned by our own John Murray. A great concert by two of the “Celtic Coyotes” 
followed. 

Maureen Canavan, Secretary 
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Irish Quilt Raffle! 
 
IAS member Michelle Buchanan has graciously offered this 
beautiful hand-made quilt as a fund raiser for the IAS. 
Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5 and can be purchased at any 
upcoming IAS event (such as the October meeting on 
October 9, the Halloween Party on October 31, or the 
Christmas Party on December 6. The winning ticket will be 
drawn at the Christmas Party (and you need not be present to 
win). 

. 

 
Are You Interested in 

Tracing Your Irish 
Ancestors? 

 
The Irish Interest Group of the Albuquerque 
Genealogical Society meets on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 1:30-3:00 PM in 
the Special Collections Library, Botts Hall, Edith 
and Central, Albuquerque. Programs include 
Irish history, culture, and genealogy. All 
meetings are free and open to the public. 
 

Next IIG Meeting: October 21 
 
For more information, contact Elaine Armstrong, 
AGS Irish Interest Group Coordinator, 836-7359 
or absobluminlutely@yahoo.com  
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on 

Saturday, October 31, 2009 
at the German-American Club 

4821 Menaul NE 
7 to 11 PM 

Variety Dance Music By 

Four Pack 
 

$7 Adults – 21 years & under Free 
Costume Prizes - Judging at 8:00 pm   

(Costumes always optional! We need folks to be judges, too!) 
Door Prizes & Sur-prizes 

Please bring a salty or sweet snack to share 
Coffee/Tea Provided – Cash bar 

 

                     Sponsored by 
            The Irish-American Society 
          The German-American Club 
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For more information, contact Rose Marie Keating at rkeating14@comcast.net or 463-8097 
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The Reel Thing 
By Tom Quinn (The Dancer) 

Céad mile fàilte from Dundalk!  
 

    

The Bookshelf 
 

 
Moonfire, by Norman Mailer  
 
 There may be a recession on, but a book about the moon landing that costs €750 a 
copy ($1,100 USD) has sold out in Easons (a well-known Irish bookstore). The store has 
sold all of its allocation of 14 copies in two weeks and is now turning down orders because 
it cannot get any more. 
  The 348-page coffee table book commemorating the anniversary of the Apollo 11 
moon landing is called Moonfire and combines text by Norman Mailer with spectacular 
photographs from the archives of NASA.  It is a limited edition, with only 1,969 copies of the book printed, 
which seems certain to make the book a collector’s item.  
 The book is produced by Taschen, the international publisher that specialises in very expensive art and 
photography books. (A number of previous Taschen books have also become collector’s items and now sell for 
a multiple of their original price.) Moonfire, at €750 a copy, is one of the most expensive ever offered by 
Easons.  
 After the publicity surrounding the recent 40th anniversary of the first moon landing, a half dozen people 
bought copies. Soon Easons had sold out its entire allocation of 14 copies and bookstores in other countries also 
reported that the book was a sellout.  
 The books are all numbered. Books 1 to 1,957 were priced at $1,100 in the US, £650 in Britain and €750 
in Easons. The book comes in a box with a plexiglass window and foldout pictures and also has a framed print 
signed by Buzz Aldrin, who landed on the moon with Armstrong and who contributes to this book.  The final 12 
books in the limited edition, numbered 1,958 to 1,969, cost upwards of €50,000 each because each one also 
includes a sliver of moon rock sewn into the book binding.  
 

The Music Rack 
 
Saints and Scoundrels, by Sharon Shannon 
 
 For 20 years the County Clare-born musician Sharon Shannon has been one 
of Irish traditional music’s foremost ambassadors—even if she does give her 
traditional music a bit of a tweak with influences ranging from Jamaican reggae to 
French-Canadian reels and she started her recording career with the roots-friendly 
rockers of The Waterboys.  
 St. Patrick’s Day also saw her play live at Dublin’s Meteor Music Awards, 
where, at the age of 40, she became the youngest to receive the Lifetime 

Achievement Award, recognising a career which includes Ireland’s best-selling traditional music album, 1991’s 
Sharon Shannon, topping the charts with the single, “Galway Girl,” and collaborations with home-grown and 
international stars such as Belinda Carlisle, Steve Earle, Kirsty MacColl, Bono, Christy Moore, and Sinéad 
O’Connor.  
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 Her new studio album includes several newly penned tracks by the accordion maestro herself and boasts 
a hoard of special guests including Shane MacGowan, Imelda May, Jerry Fish, Carol Keogh, Justin Adams 
(Robert Plant Band), Jack the Rapper, and introducing the mighty Cartoon Thieves. One of her instrumentals, 
“Cape Clear,” is featured in the new Neil Jordan movie, “Ondine,” in which Sharon stars as herself alongside 
Colin Farrell. (This movie will be premiered at the Toronto Film Festival in September 2009.)  
 Perhaps the most musically important track is “Saints & Scoundrels,” written by chief Waterboy Mike 
Scott. The new recording features the first-ever reunion of that classic 1989 line-up that includes Mike, Steve 
Wickham, Anthony Thistlethwaite, Trevor Hutchinson and Sharon. Once again the variety and talent of the 
guests who contribute on Sharon’s new release serve to highlight her musical versatility, wide appeal and huge 
respect from within the musical community. 
 

Famous Sons and Daughters of Erin 
 

Countess Markievicz played an active part in the Easter Rising of 1916 and in post-1916 
Irish history. She was sentenced to death for her part in the Uprising, but the sentence was 
commuted to life imprisonment because of her gender.  
 She was born Constance Georgine Gore-Booth at Buckingham Gate in London, the 
eldest daughter of the Arctic explorer and adventurer Sir Henry Gore-Booth, 5th Baronet, 
and Lady Georgina (née Hill). Unlike many Anglo-Irish landowners in Ireland, Sir Henry 

was an enlightened landlord who administered his 39 square mile estate with compassion. During the famine of 
1879–80, Sir Henry provided free food for the tenants on his estate at Lissadell in the north of County Sligo. 
 Their father’s example instilled in Gore-Booth and her younger sister, Eva Gore-Booth, a deep concern 
for the poor. The sisters were childhood friends of the poet W. B. Yeats, who frequently visited the family home 
Lissadell House in County Sligo, and they were influenced by his artistic and political ideas. Yeats wrote a 
poem, “In Memory Of Eva Gore-Booth and Countess Markievicz,” in which he described the sisters as “two 
girls in silk kimonos, both beautiful, one a gazelle.” Eva later became involved in the labour movement and 
women’s suffrage in England, although initially the future countess did not share her sister’s ideals.  
 Constance wanted to be an artist, and in 1893 she went to London to study art at the Slade School. In 
1898, she continued her studies at the Julian School in Paris. It was here that she met Count Casimir Dunin 
Markievicz, from a wealthy Polish family but already married. His wife died in 1899 and he married Constance 
in 1901, making her Countess Markievicz. She gave birth to their daughter, Maeve, at Lissadell shortly after the 
marriage. (The child was raised by her Gore-Booth grandparents and eventually became estranged from her 
mother.) Countess Markievicz also undertook the role of mother to Nicolas, Casimir’s son from his first 
marriage, who then accompanied the couple to Ireland. 
  In 1903, the couple moved to Dublin and the Countess gained a reputation for herself as a landscape 
artist. In 1905, she founded and funded the United Artists Club, which was an attempt to bring together all those 
in Dublin with an artistic bent. At this moment in time there was nothing tangible to link her to basic politics, let 
alone a drive for Ireland’s independence from British rule. Then in 1906, something happened which pushed the 
Countess headlong into Irish politics and away from art.  
 In 1906, she rented out a small cottage in the countryside near Dublin. The person who had previously 
rented it was the poet Pádraic Colum. He had left behind old copies of “The Peasant and Sinn Fein,” a 
revolutionary publication that pushed for independence from British rule. The Countess read this and soon after 
became actively involved in nationalist politics in Ireland, joining both Sinn Fein and Inghinidhe Na hEerann (a 
women’s movement).  
 In the same year, she stood for Parliament, contesting the Manchester constituency (where her most 
famous opponent was Winston Churchill). The Countess lost the election, but in the space of two years she had 
gone from a life oriented around art to a life oriented around Irish politics and independence in particular. 
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 In 1909, she founded Fianna Éireann, which was a form of Boy Scouts but with a military bent, 
including the use of firearms. (Patrick Pearse said that the creation of Fianna Éireann was as important as the 
creation of the Irish Volunteers in 1913.) In 1911, the Countess was jailed for the first time for her part in the 
demonstrations that took place against the visit of George V. In the lock-out of 1913, she ran a soup kitchen to 
aid those who could not afford food.  

 When war broke out in August 1914, many in Ireland were happy to support 
the suspension of Home Rule until the war was over, and thousands of Irishmen 
volunteered to fight in Britain’s hour of need. However, many others were not 
prepared to accept this situation and were willing to use Britain’s involvement in the 
war as an opportunity to promote Ireland’s independence. This led to the Easter 
Uprising of 1916; it was not surprising that the Countess would be involved.  
 The Countess played a very active role in the fighting that took place in 
Dublin. Having joined James Connolly’s Citizen Army, she was second in command 
at St. Stephen’s Green. Those who fought there held out for six days and surrendered 
only when they were given a copy of the surrender order signed by Patrick Pearse. 
Ironically, the British officer (Captain Wheeler) who accepted their surrender was a 
distant relative of the Countess. As with many of the arrested rebels when they were 
paraded through the streets of Dublin, the Countess was verbally abused by Dubliners 

who had seen part of their city devastated.  
 The Countess was not the only women arrested at the end of the rebellion. In total, 70 women were 
arrested, but the Countess was the only one held in solitary confinement at Kilmainham Jail. It is possible that 
the British authorities believed that by herself she was less of a problem; allowed to socialise with other women 
at the prison, she might be a source of trouble. From her cell, the Countess could hear the firing squads.  
 She was brought before a court martial and sentenced to death, effectively admitting her guilt by saying: 
“I did what was right and I stand by it.” However, General Maxwell, the officer commanding the court martial 
procedure, commuted her sentence to life in prison because she was female. When she was told the news, she 
said: “I do wish your lot had the decency to shoot me.”  
 The Countess was released from prison in 1917, along with others involved in the Uprising, when the 
government in London granted a General Amnesty for those involved in the rebellion, but her experiences did 
nothing to dampen her involvement in politics. In 1918, she was jailed again for her part in anti-conscription 
activities. While in prison she was elected an MP (as a Sinn Fein candidate).  
 She was the first woman elected to the British House of Commons, though she did not take her seat as it 
would have involved swearing an oath of allegiance to the king. Along with the other Sinn Féin TDs (Assembly 
Delegates), she formed the first Dáil Éireann. She was also the first woman in Europe to hold a cabinet position 
(Minister of Labour of the Irish Republic, 1919–1922). During the Anglo-Irish War, she was either on the run 
from the British authorities or she was, once again, in prison.  
 She was a staunch opponent of the 1921 Treaty, which gave Ireland dominion status within the British 
Empire. The Countess referred to those who supported the treaty as “traitors”. (Michael Collins, the man who 
signed the treaty, claimed that she could never understand the rationale behind the treaty because she was 
English.) After the civil war in Ireland, she toured America.  
 The Countess was re-elected to the Dáil, but her staunch Republican views led to her being sent to jail 
again. In prison, she and 92 other female prisoners went on hunger strike. Within a month, the Countess was 
released. (The hunger strikes of the Suffragettes had been a huge embarrassment to the British government 
before the war, and the newly created Dáil could hardly afford a similar scandal.)  
 In 1926, the Countess joined Fianna Fáil, led by Eamonn de Valera. In 1913, her husband moved to the 
Ukraine, never again to live in Ireland. However, they did correspond and Casimir was by her side when she 
died in 1927. It is estimated that over 250,000 people lined the streets for her funeral in Dublin and de Valera 
read the eulogy. “One thing she had in abundance,” he said, “physical courage; with that she was clothed as 
with a garment.”  
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Poetry 
 

To My Son in Amerikay 
       by Alf McLochlainn 

 
Some years ago in the County Armagh 

This story all began 
Before emigration was finally cured 

By that great economical plan! 
A poor young lad had to leave his home 

And travel across the sea 
But he got well-paid in the building trade 

On the shores of Amerikay. 
 

Now, he did very well, but he sent nothing home 
And his mother began to think 

That he had run away with some ‘blonde’ 
Or was spending his money on drink, 

So she wrote him a letter and folded it up 
And sent it on its way 

And on the cover she clearly wrote 
‘To my son in Amerikay.’ 

 
The postman collected that letter she wrote 

And drove it in a van to Cork 
Where he put it aboard of a liner in Cobh 

That landed it in New York; 
And there, with the whiskey and the greyhounds too 

The mail-bags lay on the quay 
And among the rest was a letter addressed 

‘To my son in Amerikay.’ 
 

Now American postmen, I needn’t remark 
Are rather like you and me 

And when they came to this letter at last 
They didn’t know what to do. 

They consulted all the official lists 
But these had nothing to say 

There was no directory would help them to find 
A son in Amerikay. 

 
So it lay round the office for years and years 

And gave all the boys a laugh 
Until it got some use at last 
In the training of the staff. 

To every new postman that came on the job 
It was shown as “Exhibit ‘A’” 
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As a typical letter, insufficiently addressed 
‘To my son in Amerikay.’ 

 
The son got older and wiser too 
And at last, to himself, he said 

“I wonder how are things wit’ me mother at home 
And is she alive or dead?” 

So he walked round the block to the GPO 
And he asked with his cap in his hand 

“Is there any chance you’ve a letter for me 
From me mother in Ireland?” 

 
“We have indeed, Sir, and here it is 
We’ve been waiting for you to call 

We knew that someone would call some day 
From Cork or Donegal. 

From two hundred millions that’s livin’ now 
In the whole of the USA 

For a mother in Ireland, at last we’ve found 
Her son in Amerikay.” 

 
The Site  

 
 The Garden of Remembrance 
 
 Officially founded by President Eamon de Valera, The Garden of 
Remembrance is one of the gardens of Ireland that has been created by an Irish 
president. Designed by Daithi Hanly, it was established in 1966 to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the 1916 Easter Rising. The garden is located at the 
northern end of Parnell Square at the end of O’Connell Street in North Central 
Dublin.  
 The Garden of Remembrance is an Irish memorial garden, to 
commemorate all those killed in the Anglo-Irish War (also known as the Irish 
War of Independence) between 1919 and 1922. It also commemorates those who 

died in other conflicts in the struggle for Irish freedom, notably the 1798 rebellion, the 1803 rebellion, the 
Young Ireland rebellion, the Fenian uprising in the 1860s, the land wars, and the 1916 Easter Rising. 
 The Irish Civil War is generally not commemorated, as it is still a politically divisive issue. Because 
subsequent campaigns did not achieve the same levels of support, IRA members (or those of other paramilitary 
organisations) killed after 1922–1923 are not allowed to be commemorated in the garden.  
 Within this small garden the main focal point is the statue of the Children of Lir, a sculpture crafted by 
Irish artist Osin Kelly and cast in the Marinelli Foundry in Florence. The sculpture depicts an old Irish legend 
about the children of Lir, that the four children were turned into swans by their stepmother. (By coincidence, in 
the center of the park there is a large rectangular pond where swans sometimes swim.) The floor of the sunken 
pond displays a mosaic pattern of blue and green waves interspersed with ancient weaponry. The spears are 
shown broken following the Celtic custom of throwing weapons into rivers and lakes as offerings to the gods 
when hostilities ended. Admission is free and the garden is open daily.  
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Irish Humour 
 
 Little Paddy’s kindergarten class was on a field trip to their local police station where they saw pictures 
tacked to a bulletin board of the 10 most wanted criminals. One of the youngsters pointed to a picture and asked 
if it really was the photo of a wanted person. “Yes,” said the policeman. “The detectives want very badly to 
capture him.”  
 Little Paddy asked, ‘Why didn’t you keep him when you took his picture?’  
 
Paddy was late for the performance and as he tried to find his seat in the front row someone shouted, “Sit down 
in front.”  “I can’t,” replied Paddy. “I don’t bend that way.” 
 
And to conclude: Well that’s all folks; when speaking sincerely, do not think of words too long. And until the 
next time remember—change is inevitable, except from a vending machine 
      “Keep the faith!”  
 

 Tom Quinn 

 
The Ancient Ogham 

Language 
 
The ancient Ogham script (pronounced 
“oh-am”) is most often found on Ogham 
stones that date back to the third century. 
Most examples of the writing are found on 
Ogham stones, of which there are over 350 
found mostly in southern Ireland as well as 
in Scotland, the Isle of Man, Cornwall and 
Wales.  
 
The transition to the use of the Roman 
alphabet took place about the sixth 
century. Most examples of Ogham writing 
confer the name of person that they 
represent, thus the stones are often 
memorial symbols. When carved on stones 
the first letter was at the base and the 
inscription read from the bottom up. 
Ogham is occasionally called the “Celtic 
Tree alphabet” as many of the letters of 
Ogham refer to trees. 
 
The origin of Ogham is unclear with some scholars suggesting that the language was invented to allow the 
native Irish to communicate in a code that the Roman Britons would not understand. Other scholars contend that 
the language is of Christian origin and exists as a means of religious communication.  
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Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
§§§§  McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 8 AM to 1 PM at the Lloyd Shaw 
Dance Center, 5506 Coal SE. Call 866-5867 for information or visit our web site at 
www.irishdancenm.org.  

§§§§  Tir Conaill  Irish Dance Academy, Saturdays at The Elite Dance Studio, 701 Osuna. 
Call 379-3753 or visit www.tirconaillacademy.com  for further information.  

§§§§  Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:30 PM, $2.00. No experience necessary! 
Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708.  

§§§§  Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 

 
Celtic Jam Session at Page One Bookstore (Juan Tabo and Montgomery): 
Every Thursday, 6:45 to 8:45 PM. Admission free. Everyone invited! For info, contact Chuck Butler 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com)  
 
Celtic Music at O’Niell’s: 
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O’Niell’s, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central & 
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
Celtic jam on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of each month, from 11 AM to 2 PM. Two Fools is located at 3211 
Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com). For all the news about what’s going on at Two Fools, visit 
www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can read their monthly newsletter. 
 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web 
�  The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Mondays at 10:00 PM. 
 
�  Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 
 
�  Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/  Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated Irish Radio service 
available on the net.   
 

Celtic Connections: For general information about Celtic events going on around the West, visit 
http://www.celticconnection.com/. Food, humor, books, sports, history and much more! 
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic Musicians/Performers! 
 

The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety 
of instruments, including vocals. 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals. Contact: Kathy Wimmer 
(293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
Blarneystone 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867) 
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 
 
Mac-Tire of Skye Pipes and Drums 
Pipe Major Suzanne “Aden” Lumb 
Phone: (505) 977-0097 
Email: desertpiper@yahoo.com 
 
Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
“Tunes of Glory” for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 

Saoirse (“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”) 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Jamie Elizabeth Foster 
Soprano available for all events. Contact Jamie at 
505-323-1309. 
 
Irish DJ 
Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music 
Contact: Mike Foley 858-1047 (Aulsod@aol.com) 
 
Fonn Sona (“Happy Melody”) 
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
Rye Creek  
Folk, Irish, western, and good old mountain music. 
Contact: Ron Trellue (292-7369) or Terry Axline 
(293-8924) taxline@cabq.gov. 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Michele’s Harp  
765-1288 (buchanan@cybermesa.com) 
 
Celtic Coyotes 
Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, 
and Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan 
celticcoyotes@yahoo.com (710-0583). 
 
Michael and Donna Coy 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, and 
Traditional (296-2017) 
 
Irish Musician/Instrument Repair 
Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of 
guitar, bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer 
dulcimer, mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keith 
Coleman, keith@wckc.us  
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Calendar of Events 
 

IAS/IHC Events 
Date Day What 

October 9 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7 PM at the GAC. Musical 
performance by the Ansolvers. (See first page for details.) 

October 31 Saturday Celtic New Year’s (Hallowe’en) Party at the GAC. (See flyer on p. 6.) 
November 13 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7 PM at the GAC. Performance by 

the Tir Conaill Irish dancers. 
December 6 Sunday IAS Christmas Party, 2:00 PM at the GAC. (Details in the next 

newsletter.) 
 

Celtic/GAC Events 
October 25 Sunday Gerry Carthy, well-known traditional singer/musician from Santa Fe 

(originally from Co. Mayo) will entertain at Zinc Wine Bar & Bistro, 
3009 Central Ave NE for Sunday Brunch, 11AM – 2PM. (Also appearing 
on November 15 and December 6.) 

November 20 Friday Singles Meet ‘n Greet, at the GAC, 6:00 PM. (Happy hour prices until 7 
PM.) More info in the next newsletter. 

 
The Ronald McDonald House  

Fundraiser Project 
  
 We are still collecting the pull-tabs for the Ronald McDonald House here in 
Albuquerque (managed by IAS member Sharon Nolen). THANK YOU to Gloria Casale and 
Janice Woods for the large baggies of pull tabs.  
 Thanks also to the many anonymous donors who leave bags of pull-tabs at the bar! 

  
 

Irish Joke of the Month: 
 
Father O’ Malley answers the phone. 
“Hello, is this Father O’Malley?” 
“It is.” 
“This is the Inland Revenue Service, income tax department. Can you help us?” 
“I can.” 
“Do you know a Ted Houlihan?” 
“I do.” 
“Is he a member of your congregation?” 
“He is.” 
“Did he donate €10,000 to the church?” 
“He will.”  
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   Albuquerque, New Mexico  87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed?  Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to ��������������������������   

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


