
  

 
 
                Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
    www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  

Next Meeting: Friday, October 10th, 7 PM 
 
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July 
and August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-
American Club (GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 
 

A Special Performance by 
 A Company of Celts! 

 
On October 10th, a Company of Celts will entertain you with stories, music, and 
drama taken from traditional Irish sources. You can be ready for some laughter, 
some tears, and lots of pleasure as these five performers present the best of their 
repertoire. You might have seen this troupe perform in Albuquerque recently. One 
entire evening of UNM's "Irish Renaissance" program featured them enacting the 
Tain or Cattle Raid of Cooley depicting Queen Maeve (pictured on the right) and 
the hero Cuchulainn from Irish mythology. They have also given powerful bardic 
performances at the Harwood Center. Last Samhain, the Celtic Day of the Dead, 
they provided hours of enjoyment at UNM for a program called Celtic Ancestral 
Wisdom. A few accomplishments from the biographies of this talented troupe are 
given here: 
§  Dr. Maya Sutton received her Ph.D. from the University of New Mexico and has been on the faculty 

there for 25 years. She teaches courses in Celtic mythology and history. 
§  Crawford MacCallum  was managing director of his own theater, Old Town Studio, in the 60s. After a 

long hiatus as an astrophysicist, he joyfully returned to the theater a few years ago as a "founding 
grandfather" of Teatro Paraguas. 

§  Harlow Pinson has performed Celtic music, both traditional and modern, for many years. He currently 
performs with Saoirse, the Southwest's finest Celtic-eclectic band (http://www.celticeclectic.com). 

§  Dave Hoover is a harpist with a unique style, influenced by western classical, renaissance-medieval, folk 
music, the Celtic tradition, and eastern forms from the Chinese and Japanese cultures.  

§  Shari Tarbet has taught English, history, creative writing and mythology for the last 27 years with APS. 
She has an MA in Mythological Studies and is currently working on her PhD in the same field. 

 
We hope to see you there and we hope that you will bring a sweet or salty snack to share! 

 

����������� �

OCTOBER 2008 505-821-5422 
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Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would you like to place an ad in the 
Irish Times newsletter? Business-card-
sized ads are a mere $5 a month. 
Larger-sized ads can be negotiated with 
the editor, Ellen Dowling 
(edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-

1700). You can also put a "click-through" ad on the 
web site of the IAS (www.irishamericansociety-
nm.com) at no extra charge. To put your ad online, 
contact Webmaster Ken Callahan 
(kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

VP-East Mike Briody 
michael.briody@lmco.com  

281-
6738 

VP-West Rose Marie Keating  
rkeating14@comcast.net  

352-
2195 

Treasurer Cathy Lybrand 
cathy.lybrand@qinetiq-na.com   

299-
0521 

Secretary Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

Board Fred McKenna 
FMcK460850@aol.com  

298-
4555 

Board Bob & Vikki Bryers 
TCCVRB@netzero.com   

792-
2026 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

897-
9032 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@BasicISP.net  

881-
4847 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

President Malachy Mahon 
almal@cableone.net  

514-
9782 

Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.
com 

615-
7732 

Director Fred Kelly 
Bkelly9335@aol.com 

250-
0867 

Director Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Director Joe Joyce 771-
2131 

Director Darlene Rice 828-
2903 

Director Bill Nevins 
nevins_bill@yahoo.com   

 

The Irish-American Society is a non-
profit, non-political, and non-
sectarian organization devoted to 
furthering Irish-American relations 
through education, travel, recreation, 
charity, music, and dance.  
 
Membership is open to everyone and 
we encourage your support and 
participation. Dues are $20.00 for an 
individual and $25.00 for a family. 
For more information, please call 
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 
298-2708. 
 

Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
Heritage Center, Inc. Board of Directors 
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President's Message 
Dear IAS Members, 
 
 September started off with a bang! IAS/St. Andrew 
Scottish Society members Norita and I, Ellen Dowling, Jim 
and Barbara Carnes, Pete and Janet McKenna, Don and 
Shirley Tomberlin, Donna Brown, and several pipers 
attended the Longs Peak Scottish/Irish Festival in Estes 
Park, Colorado early in the month. I particularly enjoyed 
the Tattoo (the entertainment variety) on Friday night, the 
parade and concert on Saturday, and the drive through the 
Rocky Mountain National Park. We also saw IAS members 
Jeanne and Shane Page & family of The Next Chapter 
playing at the festival.  
 The following Saturday, the Thistle Society's "Celts 
for the Hungry" fundraiser in Santa Fe had a terrific lineup 
of entertainers, including the Celtic Coyotes, Gerry Carthy, The Muses from 
Colorado, Blarneystone, Jamie Foster, Celtic Singers of NM, Mac-Tire of 
Sky Pipe Band, and the Belisama Irish step dancers, who put on a wonderful 
River Dance style show. IAS member Dusty McDaniel, president of the Thistle Society of NM, organized the 
event. 

 Sunday was our combined IAS/St. 
Andrew Scottish Society picnic at Elena 
Gallegos Picnic Area. About 50 IAS members 
attended, including adults, children, dogs, and 
leprechauns. Tons of food, good weather 
(including a rain shower, which of course we 
all welcome in NM), a sing-a-long with IAS 
member Michelle Palmer, pipers, and games 
made for a good time. Thanks especially to 
Rose Keating and Norita for organizing IAS 
participation and to Don and Shirley 
Tomberlin, Fred McKenna, Pete McKenna, 
Harold and Gloria Traurig, Mike Hendrickson, 
Mike Briody, and Sheri Kraemer for helping to 
set up, cook, and clean up afterwards. 

 The IAS will celebrate the Celtic New 
Year (Halloween) this October 25th at the 
GAC. Plenty of time to think about your 

costume. (Costumes of course not mandatory!) See the flyer on p. 11. 
 The Board has scheduled IAS elections for the November 14th meeting. The new IAS year begins on 1 
January 2009. (There will be no general meeting in December due to the Christmas Party on Sunday the 14th.) 
To my surprise and relief, we have at least one volunteer to run for each office. So far we have Kate Nash 
running for President, Rose Keating for VP-West, Mike Briody for VP-East, Maureen Canavan for Secretary, 
Cathy Lybrand for Treasurer, and Suzanne Taichert, Natalie Sherman, and Jay Vandersloot for the two at-large 
Board members. Rose, Mike, and Cathy are running for reelection. If you are interested in running for an office 
or for the Board at large, please give me a call at 298-2708 or let me know at the October meeting. 

Ken Callahan 

Rocky Mountain Celts! 

Singers at the IAS/SASS Picnic (Photo by Kat Bryers) 
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Céad Mile Fáilte 
 
There are no new members this month. 
 
As of September 18th, the Irish-American Society has 116 family members (times 2) and 114 single members. 
This is a total of 346 members for the 2008 year. 

Norita 
                                   298-2708 

                                   noraabq@yahoo.com  
   

IAS Treasurer's Report - August, 2008 
Cathy Lybrand, Treasurer 

 

Category  Income Category   Expenses 
Membership Dues 75.00 Charitable Donations – 

Thistle Society of New 
Mexico 

         250.00 

  Print Express    296.22 
  Newsletter Ad 30.00 
  Postage 16.80 

Total Income 75.00 Total Expenses      593.02 
 August 1 Beginning Balance 7107.31 
  Income  75.00 

  Expenses 593.02 
 August 31 Ending Balance 6589.29 

 
        

General Meeting of the Irish-American Society, September 12th, 2008 
 
 The meeting was called to order by President Ken Callahan. Ken introduced Julia, the artistic director of 
the theater company which is now producing "The Weir."  Julia talked about when, what, and where and invited 
all to attend the opening night, 9/19/08.  It is described as a "ghost story telling" performance. (See details on p. 
12.) 
 Joanna Miller, who has been with us before, offered all of us the book that has been finished, 
"Reflections of Irish-American History in New Mexico." Everyone was pleased to receive the book as many 
have contributed to this gathering of Irish-Americans in New Mexico history. 
 Since the minutes of each meeting are printed in the Irish Times newsletter, we dispensed with the 
reading of the minutes of the last meeting. 
 Treasurer Cathy Lybrand reported $6589.29 with a $250 donation given to the "Celts for the Hungry" 
event. Jay Vandersloot moved to retroactively approve the amount.  Natalie Sherman seconded.  It was 
approved. (I did hear one sorehead in the back ground. Maybe his Guinness just didn't agree with him.) 
 Liability insurance of $325 was paid as well as a two-year renewal for the Irish website.  Because 
nobody had taken the domain name www.IrishAmericanSociety.org , we now have that, and it takes people to 
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our present site of www.irishamericansociety-nm.com. This means people from all over the world can find us 
on the web. 
 The annual picnic this year is joined with the Scottish Society but is still at the Elena Gallegos area from 
12 – 6, Sept. 14th. 
 People are needed to run as new board members. The Elections will be in November and officers will 
take office January 1, 2009.  I know the current president and secretary are not planning to run, so we are 

looking for other dedicated members to step 
up. 
 Membership chairperson Norita 
Callahan reported 116 (x2) family members 
and 113 single members for a total of 345 
members. 
 With no new business and everything 
else covered, it was moved and seconded we 
adjourn to the goodies so we might enjoy 
Michelle Buchanan play the harp for us as well 
as enjoy the companionship of fellow IAS 
members. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Shirley j Tomberlin, Secretary 

 

  

Cribbage, Anyone? 
 
The Sandia Peggers Cribbage club would 
like to invite any cribbage playing members 
of your organization to come and play 
cribbage with us. Our club plays on Saturday 
mornings at the county communications 
center near the NE corner of Paseo del Norte 
and Eubank NE. There is no obligation to 
play every week. Just join us when it's 
convenient for you. Information about our 
club may be viewed at 
www.albuquerquecribbage.com or by calling 
Tom Lewis at 858-0459. 

Fonn Sona on YouTube! 
 
IAS member Chuck Butler reports that you 
can now watch Celtic music group Fonn 
Sona on YouTube. (The performance was 
recorded on March 13, 2008, on Channel 
13 news.) 
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The Reel Thing 
By Tom Quinn (TheDancer) 

Céad mile fàilte from Dundalk and Happy Samhain (Halloween)! 
 
 Samhain (pronounced sow-in) is an ancient Celtic holiday, marking the end of 
autumn, the beginning of winter, and the end of the Celtic year. What does Samhain mean? 
To pagans, Samhain is one of the four Greater Sabbats, or holidays. It is considered the most magical night of 
the year. This is because the veil between the living and dead is at its most transparent on this special night and 
divination and other magical rights performed are more powerful. Folk traditions tell of several divination 
practices associated with Samhain, including those dealing with marriage, weather, and the coming fortunes for 
the year.  
 Girls were told to place hazel nuts along the front of the fire grate, each one to symbolize one of her 
suitors. She could then divine her future husband by chanting, "If you love me, pop and fly; if you hate me, burn 
and die." Peeling an apple was a divination to see how long your life would be. The longer the unbroken apple 
peel, the longer your life was destined to be.  
 Colcannon: Boiled potatoes, curly kale (a cabbage) and raw onions are provided as the traditional Irish 
Halloween dinner. Clean coins are wrapped in baking paper and placed in the potato for children to find and 
keep. 
 The Barnbrack Cake: The traditional Halloween cake in Ireland is the barnbrack, which is fruit bread. 
Each member of the family gets a slice. Great interest is taken in the outcome as there is a piece of rag, a coin, 
and a ring in each cake. If you get the rag, then your financial future is doubtful. If you get the coin, then you 
can look forward to a prosperous year. Getting the ring is a sure sign of impending romance or continued 
happiness. 
 Anti-Fairy Measures: Fairies and goblins try to collect as many souls as they can at Halloween, but if 
they meet a person who throws the dust from under their feet at the Fairy, then they would be obliged to release 
any souls that they held captive. 
 Holy water was sometimes anointed on farm animals to keep them safe during the night. If the animals 
were showing signs of ill health on All Hallows Eve, then they would be spat on to try to ward off any evil 
spirits. 
 The Catholic Church adopted the holiday in the 8th century by naming November 1st "All Saints Day." It 
was a holy day of obligation for any Saint who had no specific day of worship already. Hence "All Hallows 
Eve,"which shortened over time to "Hallowe'en." 
 Halloween was brought to America by none other than Irish immigrants, and the Jack O'Lantern also has 
Irish roots. Well, it seems that Jack, an Irish blacksmith from the 18th century, signed some sort of pact with the 
Devil and therefore was denied entrance to Heaven. He was condemned to wander the Earth in darkness. So he 
carried with him a carved-out turnip lit with a candle to light his way. When the Irish brought this tradition to 
the States, they found pumpkins much more available than turnips and therefore the tradition of carving out 
Jack O'Lantern was continued.  

The Normal Test 
 During a visit to the mental hospital, a visitor asked the Director what is the criteria for a patient to be 
institutionalized? 
 "Well," said the Director, "We fill up a bathtub; we offer a teaspoon, a teacup, and a bucket to the 
patient and ask the patient to empty the bathtub." 
 Okay, here's your test: 

1. Would you use the spoon? 
2. Would you use the tea cup? 
3. Would you use the bucket? 
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(See answer at the end of this article.) 
 

News and Notes about Ireland 
 
 Westport, Co. Mayo won the coveted title for the country's tidiest town, its third success in the last 
decade. Environment Minister John Gormley presented the award at a ceremony at the Burlington Hotel in 
Dublin. He said: "Westport has been a consistent performer in Tidy Towns for many years, winning the overall 
prize twice already, so I am delighted that they have taken the title in this historic 50th anniversary year." The 
seaside town was a double winner on the night, having earlier picked up the Tidiest Large Town award. Other 
winners were Birdhill, Co. Tipperary, which won the village section; Kenmare, Co. Kerry, the tidiest small 
town; and Ennis in Co. Clare, which picked up the top prize in the large urban centre category. This year's 
prize-giving marked the 50th anniversary of the competition, which saw 720 towns and villages battle it out for 
the title. In its first year, just 52 towns entered the competition. Also at the ceremony, five-time winner of the 
Tidy Towns, Glenties in Co. Donegal, was presented with a special award marking the town's contribution to 
the competition over its 50-year history. 
 Dublin's oldest public clock—on St Patrick's Cathedral—is getting a face lift to restore it to tick-tock 
order. The timepiece, which has four faces, is almost 450 years old. UK-based experts have been hired to 
recondition the clock's delicate inner workings and re-gild the face and Roman numerals. The project is part of a 
€1.2m revamp of the Church of Ireland building's tower, which is due to be completed by the end of next 
month. St Patrick's, which is Ireland's largest church, draws up to 300,000 visitors a year. It can seat more than 
1,000 people and has been used in the past for the state funerals of former presidents Douglas Hyde and Erskine 
Childers. "The clock is the oldest public clock in Dublin, and would have originally dated back to 1560," said 
assistant administrator Mark Bowyer. He added: "It has a lot of character and is fondly regarded by the 
congregation and the public in general. But it had become difficult to read the time in recent months." Mr. 
Bowyer said the clock has undergone restoration work before and was completely rebuilt around the 1860s. 
"Ongoing restoration work continues on the clock as and when required. How much of the original clock 
remains is not clear," he added. The restoration of the tower, currently obscured by builders' scaffolding, 
received a €200,000 grant from the Heritage Council.  
 A new survey has found that Irish teenagers have only a very basic understanding of banking and 
financial awareness. Ireland came in at the bottom of the list in the research for the study, which examined the 
level of knowledge 18 and 19 year olds have on money matters in six European countries. It found that only a 
fifth of those in Ireland understand the term "disposable income," while more than 80 percent don't know what 
APR means. The survey was also carried out in the Northern Ireland, Denmark, Finland, Norway, and Sweden. 
"69 per cent of the people we surveyed in Ireland didn't understand or they couldn't identify the cheapest loan 
offer when we gave them a selection of three different types," a spokesperson for National Irish Bank explained. 
"That number was about 47 per cent in Denmark."  Over 70% of students find it difficult to make ends meet 
coming up to pay day, despite most of them having a part-time job. According to a survey, while 68% of 
students work part-time, almost half of them have been overdrawn on their account at some stage.  It shows that 
56% of students have borrowed from a financial institution, with the average loan at €9,500. 
 
We are more valuable than any of the younger generations: 
We have silver in our hair, 
We have gold in our teeth. 
We have stones in our kidneys. 
We have lead in our feet. 
and 
We are loaded with natural gas!!! 
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The Music Rack 
 

Ronnie Drew (1934 – 2008) 
Ronnie Drew, who passed away peacefully on 16th August, 2008 (aged 73), was a 
founding member of The Dubliners, the popular and influential Irish traditional 
music group. The Dubliners achieved fame and notoriety as singers of street 
ballads and bawdy songs, and as players of fine instrumental traditional music. 
Their emergence coincided with the British folk revival of the early 1960s, and 
they were one of the first folk bands to break into the pop charts. In Ireland their 
closest rivals were the Clancy Brothers.  
 Born in Dún Laoghaire, Drew had a distinctive voice that has been 
compared to a stone rubbing under a door. Influenced by Dominic Behan, he sang 
in an uncompromising Dublin accent, and this was central to the group's success 
in attracting a strong hometown following. The Dubliners' popularity quickly spread beyond Ireland, and they 
enjoyed success in North America and continental Europe as well as in Australia and New Zealand. They had 
their first chart hit in 1967 with "Seven Drunken Nights," sung by Drew, who got the song from the renowned 
sean-nós singer, Seosamh Ó hÉanaigh. When it was released it was banned by Radio Éireann  (although Ó 
hÉanaigh's version in Gaelic incurred no sanction).  The pirate station Radio Caroline plugged the record 
relentlessly, helping to propel it into the Top Ten, and the Dubliners were invited to appear on Top of The Pops.  
On the record Drew sang of only five nights, claiming that he would be jailed were he to sing the song in full. 
This was all grist to the publicity mill, and paved the way for the Dubliners' second chart hit, "Black Velvet 
Band," with Luke Kelly on vocals. On St Patrick's Day 1968, they launched their first American tour with an 
appearance on The Ed Sullivan Show.  
 The Dubliners went from strength to strength, but in the 1980s two of the original members, Luke Kelly 
and Ciaran Bourke, died. The group recovered from the blow, joining forces with the Pogues in 1988 to record a 
rousing version of "The Irish Rover," featuring Drew and Shane McGowan on vocals; it became a hit.  Drew 
had left the Dubliners in 1974 to pursue a solo career, but returned 10 years later and finally departed for good 
in 1996. Last year he released Pearls, an album with Grand Canal.  Drew had been suffering from throat 
cancer, and earlier this year a group of musicians, including Bono, Christy Moore, Shane MacGowan, and 
Sinead O'Connor, released "The Ballad of Ronnie Drew," with all profits from the single going to the Irish 
Cancer Society.  Here is a link to the song and video—enjoy: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vGNxz7zeU10  
 

The Bookshelf 
 

Wild Irish Women: Extraordinary Lives from History, by Marion Broderick (2004, 
University of Wisconsin Press, available from amazon.com)  
 This is a collection of over 70 biographies detailing the lives and achievements of 
extraordinary women from Ireland's past. Ireland's story includes the hidden lives of 
female artists, civil rights activists, healers, courtesans, record-breakers, and business 
women among others. Women of Ireland included range from the third century (Queen 
Maeve), right up to the early 1990s and Veronica Guerin. All of the women detailed here 
are dead, but each has left a legacy to mark her out.  
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The Site 
 

Creggan Church & Graveyard 
 

I f you want to be feel the history of South Ulster, this is where to 
come. At Creggan Church of Ireland and Graveyard, you have 
princes, paupers, priests, parsons, performers, players, and poets 
laid to rest in this picturesque corner of South Armagh.  
 There has been a church on this site since mediaeval 
times; the earliest headstone to be found in the graveyard is dated 
1685 but it is a certainty that people were being buried here 
centuries before that. In the 1970s, a group of local volunteers 
undertook a major clean-up of the graveyard and a standing stone 
was unearthed which bears the inscription "1480 O'Neill 1820," 
which is how the O'Neill vault was re-discovered. On the way 
down into the vault, they found another stone with a hand 
inscribed on it—the Red Hand of Ulster (the symbol of the 
O'Neill's).  

 Among the many notable names on the headstones here is that of the poet Art McCooey, the best known 
of the five Gaelic Poets from South East Ulster. When he'd had a few extra drinks, it's reported by the locals, he 
was known to spend the night sleeping in the O'Neill vault!  The story goes that he had a dream in the vault, 
which led him to write the famous poem "Urchill an Chreagain," often referred to afterwards as "the National 
Anthem of South Ulster." In his dream, it is said, he was approached by a fairy maiden who asked him to go 
away with her to a far-off land.  

Another Contest! 
 
Question: Where was Ronnie Drew born? 
 
Instructions: 

§  Entries to thedancer@tgvmail.com marked "Ronnie Drew" in subject tray (these will be the only emails I will 
open). 

§  Closing date Monday 10th October. 
§  Include your name and address and of course the answer. (By the way your home address and e-mail will 

not be used for any other purpose other than the competition. I hope this clears up this worry.) 
§  The 10th correct email received is the winner. 
 
The prize will be a copy of 
"TheDancers's Collection of Ronnie 
Drew," a CD of various artists compiled 
from my personal collection. Good luck 
to one and all! 
 
Last Month's Competition Winner: 
Keith & Wendy Coleman. (A CD is on 
its way. Congratulations!)   
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And in conclusion . . .  
 
Answer to the Normal Test: A normal person would pull the plug! ((You are not required to tell anybody if 
you got it wrong.) 
 
And to conclude: Today is . . . the tomorrow you thought about yesterday! Well that's all folks! Until the next 
time "Keep the faith!"  

--Tom Quinn 

 
Flowers of the Forest: 
 
We were saddened to hear of the recent death of IAS member Dr. Harry Navarre. 
Sincere condolences to Irene O'Connor Navarre, his wife of 45 years. Irene has been 
an active IAS member since the mid 1970s. 

 
We were also sorry to hear that IAS member Diane Fischer recently lost her mother, 
Marge Jurchak. 

                               May They Rest In Peace 
 

Keen on Irish Keening? 
 In response to Albuquerque Academy's Janice Fichuk's request for information about the history (and 
sound) of "keening," here is Steve Lemken's suggestion: 

 I picked up a book at a talk in Ballymote, Co Sligo, at an annual historical seminar put on by the local 
historical association. Last year one of the speakers gave a talk on Keening and other old Irish music and sold 
the book on the side. The book is Caointe agus seancheolta eile (Keening and other Old Irish Music). The 
author is Breandan O Madagain, a professor of Irish at the National University of Ireland, Galway, from 1975-
1997, and a member of the Royal Irish Academy (among many other posts). The book was published in 2005, 
and is written half in Irish and half in English, with very good pieces on keening, elegies, work songs, religious 
and political songs, etc. O Madagain gave a good talk, explaining that the Irish sang though most of their work 
and play; songs were always close. A nice thing with the book is the CD—I  have not played it yet but it 
contains singing of a selection of verses to illustrate the tradition.Here is the contact info from the book: 

Clochur : Clo Iar-Chonnachta, Indreabhan, Conamara 
Teil: [telephone] 091-593307  Facs [fax} 091-593362  r-phost [e-mail]  cic@iol.ie 
Priontail: Colourbooks, Baile Duill, Baile Atha Cliath 13   [that is in Dublin] 
Teil: 01-8325812 
The book was originally sold for 23 Euro. May still be. He sold them at the talk for 15 E. 
 

Health and Welfare: 
 IAS president Ken Callahan lost his spleen in a motorcycle accident on September 
20. (Does this mean you'll be that much more cordial now, Ken? �  ) He is recovering 
nicely, but would perhaps appreciate wishes of a fast recovery. If you'd like to send a 
card to console him, Ken's address is 4413 Skyline CT NE, ABQ 87111. (P.S. We hear 
he's selling the motorcycle.) 

� 
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on 

Saturday, October 25, 2008 
at the German-American Club 

4821 Menaul NE 
7 to 11 PM 

Variety Dance Music By 

Four-Pack 
 

$6 Adults – Children 12 & under Free 
Costume Prizes - Judging at 8:00 pm   

(Costumes always optional! We need folks to be judges, too!) 
Door Prizes & Sur-prizes 

Please bring a salty or sweet snack to share 
Coffee/Tea Provided – Cash bar 

 

                     Sponsored by 
            The Irish-American Society 
          The German American Club 

 

For information: Norita at 298-2708 
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Half Way to St. Patrick's Day Celebration 
by Jay Vandersloot 

 'Twas a grand time celebrating the occasion of 
Half Way to St. Patrick's Day on Saturday, September 
20th, at O'Niell's Irish Pub in Albuquerque (located on 
Central Avenue at Washington). Throughout the 
afternoon the music was interspersed with demonstrations 
of Irish step dancing by the lassies of Tir Conaill 
Academy of Irish Dancing, dressed, as is usually the habit 
of lassies nowadays, in jeans, complimented by yellow 
O'Niell's T-Shirts. 
 Of course, no Celtic celebration would be 
complete without the melodious sounds of the bagpipes. 
And this occasion was no exception, with High Desert 
Pipe & Drums, lead by Bill Horn, supplying the music to 
excite the Celtic soul. 
 The Irish-American Society, St. Andrew Scottish Society, Welsh Society, and Thistle Society were 
represented and enjoyed the fine food and beverage at O'Niell's, including the samplings of deep fried pickles, 
and especially the corned beef and cabbage egg rolls, which we're told are soon to be added to the menu.  
Definitely try the corned beef and cabbage egg rolls once they are added to the menu.  They were fabulous! 
Those of you who missed this celebration missed out on a grand time of food, brew, and entertainment.  I 
recommend you consider taking in the Half Way to St. Patrick's Day Celebration next year. 

Local Theater Production: 
 Irish Playwright 

 Conor McPherson's The Weir 
 
 Mother Road Theatre Company, Albuquerque's dynamic, new professional theatre company located 
at The Filling Station on historic pre-1937 Route 66 (corner of 4th and Pacific) announces a production of  
Conor McPherson's, The Weir, directed by Mother Road Theatre Company member, Vic Browder.  
 The Weir is set in a bar in a remote part of western Ireland where three local lads (in various stages of 
middle age!), together with the landlord, are swapping spooky stories to impress an attractive young woman, 
Valerie, recently arrived from Dublin. What begins as a simple visit to the local pub soon turns out to be an 
evening of both funny and spell-binding stories, until the final tale, told by Valerie herself, takes a strange 
and unexpected twist and changes the whole mood of the evening and marks a significant shift among the 
chemistry of the group. 
 
When:  September 19, 20, 21, 25, 26, 27, 28, October 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 12.  
Curtain:  Thursday*, Friday & Saturday 8:00 PM, Sunday 2:00 PM 
*Mother Road introduces special $10 Thursdays! 
Where: The Filling Station, 1024 4th St. SW, located on historic, pre-1937 Route 66. 
Tickets:  $15  
Reservations & Information: 505-243-0596, tom@motherroad.org 
October 2: Educators Night. Bring teacher I.D 
October 9:Date Night. Bring a date ! 
 

Visit our website at http://www.motherroad.org  
Mother Road is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) corporation. 
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Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
§§§§  McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 10 AM – noon. Call 866-5867. 
§§§§  Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:30 PM, $2.00. No 
experience necessary! Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708.  

 
 
 
 
 

§  Celtic de Santa Fe School of Irish Dancing. Classes in Santa Fe and Los Alamos. CRN curriculum. Ages 3 
and up. Email: cdsf@mac.com or call 505-984-1139.  Website: www.celticdestantafe.com 
§§§§  Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 

 
Celtic Music at O'Niell's: 
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O'Niell's, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central & 
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
Celtic jam on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of each month, from 3:00 to 6:00 PM. Two Fools is located at 3211 
Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com). For all the news about what's going on at Two Fools, visit 
www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can read their monthly newsletter. 
 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web 
�  The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Sundays at 9:00 PM. 
 
�  Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 
 
�  Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/  Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated Irish Radio service 
available on the net.   
 
Celtic Connections: For general information about Celtic events going on around the West, visit 
http://www.celticconnection.com/. Food, humor, books, sports, history and much more!  

�������� � ����������� � �
 (friendly gatherings with live music and dance)  

will be held on the first Wednesday of each month. 
(See the calendar on p.15 for details.) 
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic 
Musicians/Performers! 

 
Canterbury Harps 
Play a variety of Celtic and Renaissance music, in 
costume if requested.  
Contact: Laura Hughes 296-8940 
 
The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety 
of instruments, including vocals. 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals 
Contact: Kathy Wimmer (293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
Blarneystone 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867) 
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 
 
Irish Musician/Instrument Repair 
Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of 
guitar, bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer 

dulcimer, mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keith 
Coleman, keith@wckc.us  
 
Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
"Tunes of Glory" for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 
Saoirse ("seer shih," Irish for "freedom") 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Jamie Elizabeth Foster 
Soprano available for all events. Contact Jamie at 
505-323-1309. 
 
Irish DJ 
Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music 
Contact: Mike Foley 858-1047 (Aulsod@aol.com) 
 
Fonn Sona ("Happy Melody") 
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
McTeggart Irish Step Dancers 
Contact: Beverly Coleman 866-5867  
revalanc@aol.com 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Michele's Harp  
765-1288 (buchanan@cybermesa.com) 
 
Celtic Coyotes 
Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, 
and Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan 
celticcoyotes@yahoo.com (710-0583). 
 
Michael and Donna Coy 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, and 
Traditional (296-2017) 
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Calendar of Events 
 

IAS/IHC Events 
Date Day What 

October 7 Tuesday IAS Board Meeting, 7 PM at the GAC. All members invited to attend. 
October 10 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7PM at the GAC. Celtic Ancestral 

Wisdom performance, with music and drama.  
October 25 Saturday Celtic New Year (Halloween) Party at the GAC. (See flyer on p. 11 for 

details.) 
November 11 Tuesday IAS Board Meeting, 7 PM at the GAC. All members invited to attend. 
November 14 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7PM at the GAC. Musical 

performance by Holy Water and Whiskey. 
December 14 Sunday IAS Annual Christmas Party at the GAC. (Details in December 

newsletter.) 
 

Celtic/GAC Events 
Sept. 19-Oct. 12 Weekends Theatrical Production, The Weir, produced by MotherRoad Theater 

Company. (See p. 10 for details.) 
October 1 Wednesday Mini Ceili  at the GAC, 7:30 PM, with live music (Five Bucks a Month 

band). Cost is $3 per person. For info, contact Norita (298-2708 
noraabq@yahoo.com). 

October 11 Saturday Oktoberfest at the GAC: 
10 AM to 5 PM: Arts and Crafts Fair (in the parking lot outside), with 
food for purchase ($4 gets you Bratwurst on a bun, w/condiments, 
German potato salad, dessert and ice cream, soda) and lots of crafts 
vendors. 
5:30 to 6:45 PM (inside the club) Oktoberfest dinner (by Brigitta), 
traditional German food all for only $10 (children under 12 $5). 
7 to 11 PM, music by The Rheinlanders.  
Door admission: $12 members and guests. Call 888-4833 for more info. 

 
The Ronald McDonald House Fundraiser 

Project 
  
 The IAS is no longer collecting 
aluminum cans, but we ARE collecting the 
pull-tabs for the Ronald McDonald House 
here in Albuquerque (managed by IAS 
member Sharon Nolen). 
 IAS members, please save the pull-tabs 
and bring them to meetings in a baggie or 
grocery bag. I'll take them to the collection area. 
 Thanks to Dee, Eunice, and Jan for the 
bags of aluminum pull-tabs. 
     Norita  
                 

������������������������������������������������������������  
 

Learning begins on an instrument 
called a chanter, which is available on 
loan at no cost. "No need to purchase 
anything until you know you are 
committed enough to stick with it," 
says the instructor. 
 
When: Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. 
Where: Cross of Hope Church, 6104 
Taylor Ranch Rd. 
Cost: Lessons are free. 
More Info:  Email Shirley Tomberlin 
(shiradon@msn.com)  
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                       P.O. Box 13435 
   Albuquerque, New Mexico  87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

����
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Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed?  Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to ��������������������������   

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


