
  

 
 
                Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
    www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  

Next Event: Friday, November 13th, 7:00 PM 
 
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July and 
August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-American Club 
(GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 

 

Get your Kicks and Clicks 
on Route 66! 

 
Please join us at the November meeting for a 
performance by dancers from the Tir Conaill 
Academy of Irish Dance. This dynamic group 
of dancers charms audiences all over 
Albuquerque while getting their kicks & clicks 
on Route 66! 
 
The Tir Conaill Academy arrived in 
Albuquerque in January 2009.  The Elite Dance 
Studio on Osuna Road rocks on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons with the rhythm of Irish 
reels and the trebling of dancing feet. Children 
and adults alike are enjoying their new weekend activity in Albuquerque!  
 
Instructors Chris McGrory, Michael Patrick Gallagher (both natives of County Donegal) and Rosemary Browne 
are providing incredible instruction and support for our “Rio” dancers, whether the dancers are just beginning or 
are seasoned competitors.  As a matter of fact, two Albuquerque Tir Conaill dancers placed at the North 
American Irish Dance Championships in July this year!  Out of 94 competitors, Sarah Cherry placed 9th and 
Amanda Humphrey placed 27th.  Six Tir Conaill dancers will compete in the Western Regional competition, 
known as Oireachtas, in Denver the weekend of November 20th. 
 
Tir Conaill students have had many opportunities to demonstrate their dance skills, whether performing at local 
functions such as O’Niell’s Pub and the South Broadway Cultural Center, or competing in Irish dance 
competitions, called feiseanna, across North America and Ireland.  For fun, fitness, athletic competition, and a 
taste of Irish culture and tradition, we welcome you to come along and learn Irish dancing “the Irish way.”  
 

We hope to see you there and we hope you will bring a sweet or salty snack to share!

����������� �
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Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 

 
 

 
Would you like to place an ad in the Irish Times 
newsletter? Business-card-sized ads are a mere 
$5 a month. Larger-sized ads can be negotiated 
with the editor, Ellen Dowling 
(edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-1700). You 
can also put a “click-through” ad on the web site 
of the IAS (www.irishamericansociety-nm.com) 
at no extra charge. To put your ad online, 
contact Webmaster Ken Callahan 
(kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.c
om 

615-
7732 

VP-East Mike Briody 
michaelbriody@ymail.com  

281-
6738 

VP-West Rose Marie Keating  
rkeating14@comcast.net  

352-
2195 

Treasurer Cathy Lybrand 
cathy.lybrand@qinetiq-na.com   

299-
0521 

Secretary Maureen Canavan  
maureencanavan@yahoo.com 

872-
0528 

Board Suzanne Taichert 
susawin@mac.com 

823-
4788 

Board Natalie Sherman 
asherman34@comcast.net 

299-
0158 

Board Jay Vandersloot 
jayvandersloot@yahoo.com 

362-
1733 

Past 
President 

Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

897-
9032 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@BasicISP.net  

881-
4847 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

President Malachy Mahon 
almal@cableone.net  

514-
9782 

Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.
com 

615-
7732 

Director Fred Kelly 
Bkelly9335@aol.com 

250-
0867 

Director Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Director Joe Joyce 771-
2131 

Director Bill Nevins 
nevins_bill@yahoo.com   

 

The Irish-American Society is a non-profit, non-
political, and non-sectarian organization devoted 
to furthering Irish-American relations through 
education, travel, recreation, charity, music, and 
dance.  
 
Membership is open to everyone and we 
encourage your support and participation. Dues 
are $20.00 for an individual and $25.00 for a 
family. For more information, please call 
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 298-2708. 
 

Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
Heritage Center, Inc. Board of Directors 
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President’s Message 
 
Dear IAS Community, 
 I hope you all are enjoying the beautiful Fall. October is my favorite month, but here we are getting 
ready for the holiday fun. In November, we will hold the IAS elections at the general meeting and we have had 
some members step up for board positions. We welcome new ideas as it becomes easy to follow the same 
traditions. We want to hold onto our past traditions and continue to bring in new ideas, members and events. 
 It is important to attend the November IAS General Meeting to cast your vote for the new board as well 
as to watch the students from the Tir Conaill Academy of Irish Dance. These Irish step dancers are talented 
young women who are graceful and athletic in their abilities. We also hope to share information about the 
Christmas Party, which will be held on the afternoon of December 6, 2009.  
 My best wishes to all. I hope everyone is thriving in these times—as I write this our legislators are 
looking at state budget cuts. Education is on the chopping block as well as other social services. This increases 
the importance of IAS, as our mission is to be supportive of the needy as we are a charitable society.  
    I look forward to seeing all at the November 13th meeting! 

Kate Nash 

Learn Irish 
  

Are you interested in learning Irish? The Irish Study Group is getting 
together to follow the Pimsleur Irish Language Course together. The 
group will meet on Sundays at 12 noon at the UNM Law Library, 
Room 2503. The Pimsleur Irish Language Course is available on CD 
from the Albuquerque Public Library or for purchase for about $20 at 
bookstores. The Irish Study Group is an informal group with no dues. 
Anyone interested is welcome.  

Questions? Contact 
Elaine Armstrong absobluminlutely@yahoo.com 

The place to find a variety of 
Celtic items: 

 jewelry, wall hangings, books 
to loan, and more! 

Professional §  Reliable §  Neat §  Fair Prices 
Call Dennis: 892-6446 or 350-1242 

Bonded NM 358332  §   In business since 1992 
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IAS Treasurer’s Report – September 2009 
Cathy Lybrand, Treasurer 

Category Income Category Expenses 
Memberships  145.00 Print Express 308.17 
  Honorarium 50.00 

  Celtic Picnic 114.50 
    Insurance 325.00 
    
    
    
    

Total Income 145.00 Total Expenses 797.67 
                  
 September 1 Beginning Balance 5776.25 
  Income  145.00 

  Expenses 797.67 
 September 30  Ending Balance 5123.58 

 
 

Céad Mile Fáilte 
 
A 100,000 welcomes to our newest members: Barbara Durner, Ken Gilman and Elizabeth Szalay, John and 
Laurel McKelvey, and Danny Wade.  
 
 As of October 20th, the Irish-American Society has 134 family members (times 2) and 134 single 
members. This is a total of 402 members for the 2009 membership year.  

Norita Callahan                                 
 noraabq@yahoo.com (298-2708) 

  

New Irish Traditional Seisún for Melody Players 
By John Conoboy 

 
    “Irish music is very specific: specific tunes in specific rhythms, played in specific ways in specific keys on 
specific instruments.” Barry Foy, Field Guide to the Irish Music Session. 
 
    After a lot of discussion among many Albuquerque area Irish musicians, we have started a new Irish 
traditional music seisún (session) that will meet on the second Saturday of every month at Brickyard Pizza 
(2216 Central Ave., SE across from UNM), from 1 to 4 PM. This is not a jam, but a musical gathering based on 
the practices that have developed in Ireland and areas with a strong Irish heritage, such as Boston, Chicago, and 
elsewhere. For this session, we will adhere to commonly accepted session etiquette. 
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    This session will provide a place for melody players to gather for mutual sharing of Irish music. It is not 
intended to replace any existing jams, but rather to provide an alternative for those who would like to play 
primarily with other melody players. We encourage everyone to also attend the jams at Page One Bookstore and 
Two Fools Tavern. 
    The session is an outgrowth of ZoukFest and is sponsored by ZoukFest Inc. to provide additional traditional 
Irish music events in New Mexico. ZoukFest instructors may sometimes join us. Many of those who have been 
attending were ZoukFest participants. 
    We prefer to limit participation to those who play instruments that are now commonly accepted in Irish 
traditional music. Additionally, for accompaniment instruments, only one bodhran, one guitar, and one 
bouzouki will be permitted at any one time and we ask that those who play these instruments take turns. 
    Beginners are welcome, but for the most part tunes will be at the intermediate or higher level. If you are 
learning Irish music, listening can be as important as playing. We will encourage playing tunes in sets and 
encourage participants to increase their repertoire over time. For those interested in learning more about Irish 
music, there are a series of workshops at Apple Mountain Music by ZoukFest founder Roger Landes called The 
Irish Musician’s Survival Guide: Surviving and Thriving in an Aural Tradition. The workshops will often be in 
the morning on the same day as the session. Apple Mountain offers other workshops, lessons, and learning 
sessions for Irish music. 
    Anyone interested in attending the session, can contact me at jccon@swcp.com and I will send them a copy 
of our session etiquette handout. We hope that IAS members will come out to listen. 
 

Black 47 at Connolly’s, The Movie–A Rollicking Good Time 
and the Next Best Thing to a Live Show! 

By Bill Nevins 
 Black 47, inimitably led–lo, these 20 full years—by Wexford-born Irishman Larry Kirwan, is the 
undisputed House Band of New York City, but in many ways they have become America’s Hometown Band as 
well! Blasting out reels, reggae, hornpipes and good old fashioned rock n roll on uillean pipes, trombone, sax 
and Stratocaster, Black 47 power Kirwan’s wittily skewed and often highly political lyrics to swirling height—
turning and turning in the widening gyre, indeed! 
 The band sings about Ireland, old and new, America rough and sweet and wars in Iraq, Belfast, or on the 
mean streets of Manhattan with fierce sincerity and roguish laughter. What other band could make the tale of 
their being shut down by dubious AUTHORITY on stage in Hoboken, Fordham Road or Dublin into uproarious 
anthems like “Green Suede Shoes” and “Rockin’ the Bronx”? Kirwan has even mined the band’s rocky road 
adventures for his full length memoir Green Suede Shoes and the soon to be published novel Rockin’ the 
Bronx. 
 If you’ve been to a Black 47 live show, you probably have been to many–or you’re waiting anxiously 
for them to come ‘round again so you can get another “New York fix” of their delightful brew of humor, feeling 
and mind-expanding historical musings on the Irish diaspora and all diasporas in this mixed up wild world of 
singing, dancing, struggling peoples. This movie will take you back to those unforgettable live shows, or get 
you psyched to seek out the band when they roll into a venue near enough for you to catch them–hardcore fans 
drive hundreds of miles to see them and their CDs are said to be favorites among our troops overseas! 
 Black 47 defines the term “working band.” From their base at Connolly’s Pub and Restaurant just off 
Times Square in NYC, they circulate around the East Coast and sometimes out to Chicago, San Francisco, 
Denver–they even stopped once to play in Albuquerque and may again! Maybe not quite the “200 gigs a year” 
they boast of in one song, but darn close to it! 
 Like all hard working New Yorkers, Black 47 bust loose on New Year’s Eve, particularly in these tough 
economic and political times. This hour long film made lovingly by Victor Zimet and Stephanie Silber of Home 
Team Films, grabs the essence of a recent Black 47 New Years in Times Square Blow Out. And interspersed 
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with live concert wildness and sweat, the film looks back at Black 47’s beginnings from 1989 onward, when 
piper/NYPD cop Chris Byrne met Kirwan in a lower Manhattan dive and struck up the musical friendship 
which birthed the band and led to many’s the mad night in Paddy Reilly’s, Connolly’s, Rocky Sullivan’s Pub 
and other legendary watering holes. (Full disclosure: I first met Larry Kirwan myself and became a lifelong 
admiring pal, back in the 1970s dark ages at Malachy McCourt’s late great and notorious NY pub, The Bells of 
Hell–but that’s another story, and the name of a Black 47 song itself, come to think of it.) 
 Catch this movie when you can! The DVD can be ordered via www.hometeamproductions.com and the 
movie Black 47 at Connolly’s will be shown on the BIG screen on Wednesday, November 11, 2009 during the 
WORD! Poets & Songwriters Movie Program at The Guild Cinema, Albuquerque, NM www.guildcinema.com. 

 

���� The Reel Thing 
By Tom Quinn (The Dancer) 

Céad mile fàilte from Dundalk!  
 

    
 

Famous Sons and Daughters of Erin 
 

 Maud Gonne MacBride was an English debutante who became an Irish rebel 
and muse to William Butler Yeats. Born during an age when women were expected to be 
nothing more than handsome window-dressing for their husbands, when women were 
expected to leave the rough and tumble world of politics to men, Gonne rose above that 
prejudice to leave her mark on Ireland’s history. Gonne refused to accept the assignment that society ascribed to 
women; she was determined to be one of those people who helped to direct that current, and she succeeded.  
 She was born in England, as Edith Maud Gonne, the eldest daughter of Captain Thomas Gonne of the 
17th Lancers, and his wife, Edith Frith Gonne. Her mother died while Gonne was still a child, and so she was 
sent to France to be educated. In 1882 her father was posted to Dublin. She accompanied him and remained 
with him until his death in 1886, leaving her financially independent.  
 Moving back to France for health reasons after a tubercular hemorrhage, Gonne met and fell in love with 
French journalist and right wing politician Lucien Millevoye, editor of “La Patrie.” The pair agreed to work for 
both Irish and French nationalist causes. She returned to Ireland and worked tirelessly for the release of Irish 
political prisoners from jail.  
 In 1889, she first met William Butler Yeats, who fell in love with her. Between 1893 and 1895, she and 
Millevoye had two children together named Georges and Iseult. Only the daughter survived, and would later 
marry the Irish-Australian novelist, Francis Stuart. In 1899 Gonne’s relationship with Millevoye ended.  
 In 1897, along with Yeats and Arthur Griffith, she organized protests against Queen Victoria’s Diamond 
Jubilee. On Easter 1900, she founded Inghinidhe na hÉireann (“Daughters of Ireland”), a revolutionary 
women’s society, to provide a home for Irish nationalist women who, like herself, were considered unwelcome 
in male-dominated nationalist societies. Later she would write many political and feminist articles for the 
monthly journal of the Inghinidhe, Bean na hÉireann (Women of Erin). 
 In April 1902, she took a leading role in Yeats’s play Cathleen Ní Houlihan. She portrayed Cathleen, the 
“old woman of Ireland,” who mourns for her four provinces, lost to the English colonizers. In the same year, 
she joined the Roman Catholic Church. She refused many marriage proposals from Yeats because she viewed 
him as insufficiently nationalist and because of his unwillingness to convert to Catholicism.  
 She married Major John MacBride (a veteran who had led the Irish Transvaal Brigade against the British 
in the Second Boer War) in Paris in 1903, and the following year, their son, Sean MacBride, was born. When 
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their marriage ended in divorce, her husband returned to Ireland, where he was executed in 1916 along with 
James Connolly and other leaders of the Easter Rising.  
 Gonne remained in Paris until 1917. In 1918 she was arrested in Dublin and imprisoned in England for 
six months. During the War of Independence, she worked with the Irish White Cross for the relief of victims of 
violence. In 1921 she opposed the Treaty and advocated the Republican side. She and Charlotte Depard founded 
the Women’s Prisoners’ Defense League to help Republican prisoners and their families.  
 In 1923, Gonne once again found herself imprisoned, this time by the Irish Free State government, 
without charge. Along with 91 other women, she immediately went on a hunger strike. The Free State 
government had obviously learned a lesson from the actions of the British in similar situations, and she was 
released after 20 days. For the rest of her life Gonne would continue to support the Republican cause and work 
for the Women’s Prisoners’ Defense League, which mobilized again in defense of Republican prisoners in 
1935. 
 Maud Gonne MacBride published her autobiography in 1938, entitled A Servant of the Queen, a 
reference to a vision she had of the Irish queen of old, Cathleen (or Caitlin) Ní Houlihan. Her son, Seán 
MacBride, became Chief of Staff of the Irish Republican Army in 1936 and was active in politics in Ireland and 
in the United Nations. He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1974.   
 Gonne died at Roebuck, Clonskeagh, on 27 April, 1953 aged 86, and is buried in the Republican Plot in 
Glasnevin Cemetery, Dublin.  

The Bookshelf 
 
A Servant of the Queen, by Maud Gonne MacBride  
Maude Gonne is the beauty who inspired the verse of William ButlerYeats. She led a 
fascinating life, and lived through some fascinating times. In this book, written late in her 
life, she tells of all her adventures, her struggles, and her times. A woman who would be 
contemporary today, never mind 70 years ago! 
 
  The Love Story of W.B. Yeats and Maud Gonne, by Margery Brady 
This is the dramatic and compelling story of the great love of William 

Butler Yeats for Maud Gonne—the woman he immortalized in his poetry. Set in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, this romantic tale unfolds against a background of 
political unrest. The poet William Butler Yeats is a central figure in the Irish literary 
revival while Maud Gonne, a political activist, is passionately involved in the struggle for 
Irish independence. Yet the book is not a dissertation on Yeats’ work, the history of the day 
or the political involvements of Maud Gonne. It is a love story, illustrated with some of the 
most poignant poems ever written. 

 
The Music Rack 

 
Foster & Allen began back in the seventies when Mick Foster and Tony Allen were playing 
in country music bands around Ireland. In 1975 they formed a small group and went over to the 
UK to work the Irish music venues on a short tour. Mick & Tony had at this stage the idea of 
working together as a duo, playing “easy listening” music with a touch of traditional Irish 
instrumentals. When their UK tour finished, they decided to let the band return to Ireland while 
they stayed behind to try and break into the public eye. They played several venues in the 
London area and the reaction was very favourable; so much so, they decided to remain as a duo, 
and Foster & Allen was formed. 
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  It was difficult at the beginning, but after a time working around the circuit in the UK and Ireland, they 
released their first single record The Rambles of Spring. This had a good impact on the Irish market and Foster 
& Allen were soon in demand for cabaret venues all over Ireland and to a lesser extent in the UK  
 At the end of 1978, Foster & Allen released the single, “A Bunch of Thyme,” in Ireland, which entered 
the Irish charts and became their first top-selling No. 1 single. In 1982 this single was released in the UK, was 
played by all the radio stations in Britain and was soon climbing rapidly to number 18 in the UK Singles Chart. 
On a U.S. on a tour, Mick & Tony were told to fly back to Britain immediately as they were required to appear 
on British TV’s “Top of the Pops.”  
 Demand for Foster & Allen’s services at venues all over Ireland and the UK increased at this point. 
They released another single, “Old Flames,” which also made its way into the UK Charts. They did their first 
concert tour of the UK in 1983 and this tour was boosted even more by the release of another single, “Maggie.” 
This reached number 27 in the UK singles chart and, along with “A Bunch of Thyme,” became the signature 
tunes for the duo. Since then they have toured the UK twice each year.  
 In addition to the UK tours, Foster & Allen have toured the USA, Canada, South Africa, Australia and 
New Zealand, where they had five No. 1 hits. They have also appeared on numerous TV shows in Ireland, 
Scotland, England and Wales as well as Australia, the USA and Canada, and they have had their own TV series 
on RTE Television in Ireland.  
 In the early days, Foster & Allen performed on stage as a duo, but in 1982 (when the concert tours 
started) they added a band to their show, thus giving a much fuller sound to their program. On the recording 
front, Foster & Allen have to date released a total of 28 albums, all of which have gone into the British charts, a 
great achievement for a middle-of-the-road “easy listening” act. As well as the albums, they have released 
thirteen videos, again all of which have entered the British charts. The video “Souvenirs and Memories” 
reached No. 3 in the British charts around Christmas 1991; the “By Request” video went straight into the No. 1 
spot in 1993; and their latest DVD/Video release, “After All These Years,” was a Top 10 Chart Release in the 
UK. To date Foster & Allen have achieved album and video sales in excess of 19 million worldwide. 

 
The Site  

 
Kinnitty Castle , set in the foothills of the Slieve Bloom Mountains, is situated 
in the centre of Ireland—a drive of only 90 minutes from Dublin, Galway or 
Limerick. The Castle has a long and colourful history, which dates back to ancient 
times. Located on an ancient druidic ceremonial ground, where leylines cross and 
mystical forces are prevalent, the area around Kinnitty can be considered the solar 
plexis chakra of Ireland.  

 Born in Munster in the 6th century, Saint Finnian was a disciple of Saint Brendan, at whose wish he 
founded and governed a monastery at Kinnitty (Cean-e-thich) in Co. Offaly, of which he is the patron saint. 
This monastery was part of an extensive monastic network across Offaly, including Clonmacnoise, Durrow and 
Rahan, which were among the main “learning centres” of Europe in their day. Subsequent raids by the Vikings 
led to their decline.  
 The High Cross associated with St. Finnian’s monastery, which is now located directly beside the castle, 
depicts “the presentation in the temple’” “the crucifixion,” “Adam and Eve” and intertwining birds. The 
Normans later built a castle and Augustinian Abbey on the site, the walls of which were incorporated into the 
Castle and can still be seen to this day.  
 The Clans of the O’Carrolls of Ely occupied the territory around Kinnitty and are reputed to have had 
over 40 castles around the 11th century, one of which was located on the motte (artificial mound), which is 
found just behind the current castle. The Castle is one of the strongholds of the O’Carroll family, whose 
descendant, Charles O’Carroll, was one of the original signers of the Declaration of Independence. The family 
still maintain vast estates in Maryland.  
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 In 1630, William O’Carroll built a new Castle in close proximity to the Abbey. This was confiscated in 
1641 by the English forces as part of the plantation of Offaly (or “Kings County” as the county was then 
known). In 1664 the crown granted an estate, which included Kinnitty Castle, to Colonel Thomas Winter as 
reward for military service. The estate was sold by Colonel Winter’s descendants to the Bernard family in 1764. 
It then became known as Castle Bernard.  
 In 1811, Lady Catherine Hutchinson, wife of Thomas Bernard, commissioned the famous Pain Brothers, 
architects of Dromoland Castle and Adare Manor, to extend the castle to what Kinnitty Castle is today, a gem of 
neogothic architecture. In 1922, as with many stately homes in Ireland, the Castle was burned down by the 
Republican forces, then rebuilt in 1928. The Bernard family lived there until 1946 when it was sold to Lord 
Decies, who in turn sold it to the State in 1951. The State retained ownership until it was purchased by the Ryan 
family in 1994 and has since been transformed into a luxurious 37 bedroom hotel.  
 Today, Kinnitty Castle is enjoyed by visitors from all over the world. It boasts a gourmet restaurant, 
decorated in Georgian style, a library bar that houses a unique collection of antique books and journals, and an 
exquisite Louis XV style drawing room.  
 

Poem 
 

Titanic 
by John McCullagh 

 
The pride of the seas, at anchor she rode 

Awaiting her human freight 
Her crew pent up and eager for sail 

Captain, stoker and mate. 
 

Man stood on the shore 
And looked up with pride 

Upon what his hands had made 
The unsinkable ship, in majesty, sailed 

His hard work and toil repaid. 
 

He had strained every muscle, sinew and nerve 
To make her Queen of the seas 

And she sailed from her berth on her maiden trip 
A floating palace of ease. 

 
But another sailed from the frozen world 

No pilot at the wheel 
No hand of man had shaped her plan 

Nor modeled her frozen keel. 
 

No cheer rang out as she turned her prow 
To drift towards southern clime 

Yet she carried on board a message to man 
That would ring down the annals of time. 

 
On, on in the night sailed God’s silent ship 

Ploughing ocean currents and stream 
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Smote man’s titan work a terrible blow 
That shattered her beam from beam. 

 
On into the dark she passed away 

Steered by a hand unseen 
But a log she had left—that all might read 

“Man shall not reign supreme.” 
 
 
And to conclude: Well that’s all folks; a man travels the world over in search of what he needs and returns 
home to find it. And until the next time remember—don’t take life too seriously . . .you will never get out of it 
alive.       “Keep the faith!”  

 Tom Quinn 
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Love Poems of William Butler Yeats 
 

The Lover Tells Of the Rose in His Heart 
ALL things uncomely and broken, all things worn out and old, 

The cry of a child by the roadway, the creak of a lumbering cart, 
The heavy steps of the ploughman, splashing the wintry mould, 

Are wronging your image that blossoms a rose in the deeps of my heart. 
 

The wrong of unshapely things is a wrong too great to be told; 
I hunger to build them anew and sit on a green knoll apart, 

With the earth and the sky and the water, re-made, like a casket of gold 
For my dreams of your image that blossoms a rose in the deeps of my heart. 

 
Her Praise 

SHE is foremost of those that I would hear praised. 
I have gone about the house, gone up and down 
As a man does who has published a new book, 
Or a young girl dressed out in her new gown, 

And though I have turned the talk by hook or crook 
Until her praise should be the uppermost theme, 
A woman spoke of some new tale she had read, 

A man confusedly in a half dream 
As though some other name ran in his head. 

She is foremost of those that I would hear praised. 
I will talk no more of books or the long war 
But walk by the dry thorn until I have found 

Some beggar sheltering from the wind, and there 
Manage the talk until her name come round. 

If there be rags enough he will know her name 
And be well pleased remembering it, for in the old days, 

Though she had young men’s praise and old men’s blame, 
Among the poor both old and young gave her praise. 

 
O Do Not Love Too Long 

SWEETHEART, do not love too long: 
I loved long and long, 

And grew to be out of fashion 
Like an old song. 

All through the years of our youth 
Neither could have known 

Their own thought from the other’s, 
We were so much at one. 

But O, in a minute she changed - 
O do not love too long, 

Or you will grow out of fashion 
Like an old song.
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 Irish Quilt Raffle! 
 
IAS member Michelle Buchanan has graciously offered this 
beautiful hand-made quilt as a fund raiser for the IAS. 
Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5 and can be purchased at any 
upcoming IAS event (such as the Christmas Party on 
December 6. The winning ticket will be drawn at the 
Christmas Party (and you need not be present to win). 
. 

 
Irish Interest Group 

 
The Irish Interest Group of the Albuquerque 
Genealogical Society meets on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 1:30-3:00 PM in 
the Special Collections Library, Botts Hall, Edith 
and Central, Albuquerque. Programs include 
Irish history, culture, and genealogy. All 
meetings are free and open to the public. 
 

Next IIG Meeting: November 18 
Topic: Participatory Irish Songs and Stories 

 
For more information, contact Elaine Armstrong, 
AGS Irish Interest Group Coordinator, 836-7359 
or absobluminlutely@yahoo.com  
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Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
§§§§  McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 8 AM to 1 PM at the Lloyd Shaw 
Dance Center, 5506 Coal SE. Call 866-5867 for information or visit our web site at 
www.irishdancenm.org.  

§§§§  Tir Conaill  Irish Dance Academy, Saturdays at The Elite Dance Studio, 701 Osuna. 
Call 379-3753 or visit www.tirconaillacademy.com  for further information.  

§§§§  Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:30 PM, $2.00. No experience necessary! 
Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708.  

§§§§  Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 

 
Celtic Jam Session at Page One Bookstore (Juan Tabo and Montgomery): 
Every Thursday, 6:45 to 8:45 PM. Admission free. Everyone invited! For info, contact Chuck Butler 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com)  
 
Celtic Music at O’Niell’s: 
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O’Niell’s, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central & 
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
§§§§  Celtic jam on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of each month, from 11 AM to 2 PM. Two Fools is located at 
3211 Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com).  

§§§§  The Roger Landes ITM (Irish Traditional Music) Session, every second Saturday of the month from 3:00 to 
5:00 PM. Roger Landes hosts this relaxed, performance-style session. Come on out and hear some high quality 
Irish traditional music! 

§§§§  For all the news about what’s going on at Two Fools, visit www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can 
read their monthly newsletter. 

 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web 
�  The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Mondays at 10:00 PM. 
 
�  Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 
 
�  Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/  Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated Irish Radio service 
available on the net.   
 

Celtic Connections: For general information about Celtic events going on around the West, visit 
http://www.celticconnection.com/. Food, humor, books, sports, history and much more! 



Irish Times          NOV 2009 
 

 14 

Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic Musicians/Performers! 
 

The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety of 
instruments, including vocals. 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals. Contact: Kathy Wimmer 
(293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
Blarneystone 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867) 
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 
 
Mac-Tire of Skye Pipes and Drums 
Pipe Major Suzanne “Aden” Lumb 
Phone: (505) 977-0097 
Email: desertpiper@yahoo.com 
 
Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
“Tunes of Glory” for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 
Dain Forsyth 
Irish Traditional Music played on Irish Traditional 
Instruments (Duets and Trios). Contact Dain: 
dainlf@gmail.com or 505.604.1086 (before 8 p.m.) 

 
Saoirse (“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”) 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Jamie Elizabeth Foster 
Soprano available for all events. Contact Jamie at 505-
323-1309. 
 
Irish DJ 
Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music 
Contact: Mike Foley 858-1047 (Aulsod@aol.com) 
 
Fonn Sona (“Happy Melody”) 
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
Rye Creek  
Folk, Irish, western, and good old mountain music. 
Contact: Ron Trellue (292-7369) or Terry Axline (293-
8924) taxline@cabq.gov. 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Michele’s Harp  
765-1288 (buchanan@cybermesa.com) 
 
Celtic Coyotes 
Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and 
Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan 
celticcoyotes@yahoo.com (710-0583). 
 
Michael and Donna Coy 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, and 
Traditional (296-2017) 
 

Irish Musician/Instrument Repair 
Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of guitar, 
bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer dulcimer, 
mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keith Coleman, 
keith@wckc.us  
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Calendar of Events 
 

IAS/IHC Events 
Date Day What 

November 13 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7 PM at the GAC. Performance by 
the Tir Conaill Irish dancers. 

December 6 Sunday IAS Christmas Party, 2:00 PM at the GAC. (Details in the December 
newsletter.) 

 
Celtic/GAC Events 

November 11 Wednesday Black 47 at Connelly’s—The Movie, at the Guild Cinema, 
www.guildcinema.com. 

November 14 Saturday Traditional music seisún (session), Brickyard Pizza (2216 Central Ave., 
SE across from UNM), 1 to 4 PM . For more info, contact John Conoboy 
at jccon@swcp.com  

November 20 Friday Singles Meet ‘n Greet, at the GAC, 6:00 PM. (Happy hour prices until 7 
PM.) Details on p. 10. 

November 22 Sunday St. Andrew Scottish Society, Kirkin o’ the Tartans, local and details to 
be announced. (For info, contact Tom MacMahon, 
tommacmahon@comcast.net. 

November 29 Sunday Blarneystone will be playing at O’Niells from 4 to 7 PM. 
December 1 Tuesday Irish Christmas in America with Teada, Kimo Theater, 7:30 PM. 

Tickets $30 and $25, available at ticketmaster.com or the Kimo box 
office. For more info, contact Michelle Kjeldgaard, 505-220-0660 
(Michelle@keshetdance.org).  

December 12 Saturday Traditional music seisún (session). See details for Nov. 14, above. 

 
The Ronald McDonald House  

Fundraiser Project 
  
 We are still collecting the pull-tabs for the Ronald McDonald House here in 
Albuquerque (managed by IAS member Sharon Nolen). THANK YOU to Mike Briody!  
 Thanks also to the many anonymous donors who leave bags of pull-tabs at the bar! 
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                       P.O. Box 13435 

   Albuquerque, New Mexico  87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed?  Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to ���������	
�����
���������   

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


