
  

 
 
        Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
  www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  

Next Event: Friday, May 14th, 6:00 PM 
 
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July and 
August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-American Club 
(GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 

 
Kickoff to the 22ndAnnual  

Rio Grande Valley  
Celtic Festival and Highland 

Games! 
 

In place of our regular monthly meeting, the Irish-
American Society is pleased to host the traditional 
Pot-Luck Kickoff Party  to the annual Rio Grande Celtic Festival on May 15th and 16th. (See inserted 
brochure if you get the newsletter in hard copy.) The Kickoff Party will take place at the German-American 
Club, starting at 6 PM, with food being served at 6:30 PM. Donation at the door: $2 per person (for hall rental 
and musicians). 
 Please bring a tasty dish for about 12+ people. The IAS will supply all paper goods, as well as coffee 
and tea. The GAC bar will be open. (Please be sure to mark your dishes and serving utensils so they will find 
their way back to you.) 
 Here is the schedule of events for the Party:  

§§§§  6:00 Start and announcements 
§§§§  6:15 Potluck 
§§§§  6:30 Tan y Ddraig (Welsh Choir) for your listening enjoyment while you eat 
§§§§  7:00 Saoirse (“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”) with our own Suzanne Taichert 
§§§§  8:00 Mac-Tire of Skye Pipe and Drums, led by Pipe Major Suzanne “Aden” Lumb and Pipe Sgt. Nate 
Lorenz 

§§§§  8:30 West of the Isle, led by Gerry Muisener 
§§§§  9:30 End-time 

 
Everyone is invited: IAS members, guests, Festival sponsors and volunteers—spread the word to everyone you 
know! (Just remind them to bring something edible to share! � ) 

����������� �
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Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 

Irish Interest Group 
 
The Irish Interest Group of the Albuquerque Genealogical 
Society will suspend activities indefinitely (due to the 
renovation of Botts Hall). Coordinator Elaine Armstrong 
is looking for suggestions for meeting places (and for 
someone to take on the coordinator’s responsibilities). If 
you have suggestions or want to get involved in the 
group, contact Elaine Armstrong, AGS Irish Interest 
Group Coordinator, at 836-7359 or 
absobluminlutely@yahoo.com . 

 
 
 

 
Would you like to place an ad in the Irish Times newsletter? 

 
Business-card-sized ads are a mere $5 a month. Larger-sized ads can be negotiated with the editor, Ellen 
Dowling (edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-1700). You can also put a “click-through” ad on the web site of 
the IAS (www.irishamericansociety-nm.com) at no extra charge. To put your ad online, contact Webmaster Ken 
Callahan (kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Jay Vandersloot 
JayVandersloot@yahoo.com 

362-
1733 

VP-East Mike Briody 
michaelbriody@ymail.com  

281-
6738 

VP-West Gerry Muisener 
celticman58@hotmail.com 

833-
3456 

Treasurer Rose Marie Keating  
rkeating14@comcast.net 

352-
2195 

Secretary Karen Tengwald 
Tengwald@comcast.net 

293-
9618 

Board Edie Henderson 
Edieboo@comcast.net 

798-
9422 

Board Maureen Canavan 
MaureenCanavan@yahoo.com 

872-
0528 

Board Richard & Sharon Finkle 
SFFinkle@qmail.com   

877-
4337 

Past 
President 

Kate Nash 
MaryKate_Nash@msn.com 

615-
7732 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

897-
9032 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@BasicISP.net  

881-
4847 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

Entertainment Suzanne Taichert 
susawin@mac.com 

823-
4788 

Audio 
Services 

Jim Brauer 
jim.brauer@wilsonco.com 

352-
2195 

The Irish-American Society is a non-profit, non-
political, and non-sectarian organization devoted 
to furthering Irish-American relations through 
education, travel, recreation, charity, music, and 
dance.  
 
Membership is open to everyone and we 
encourage your support and participation. Dues 
are $20.00 for an individual and $25.00 for a 
family. For more information, please call 
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 298-2708. 
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President’s Message 
 
Dear IAS Members: 

 At our April meeting Tom MacMahon presented an excellent talk on Celtic, and especially Irish and 
Scottish, culture and history. We were able to make an mp3 audio recording of the presentation (a little over an 
hour), so if you wanted to attend, but were not able to, you can contact me to acquire a copy of the CD with the 
presentation on it. (Email me at JayVandersloot@yahoo.com, or call me at 505-362-1733.) 
 Our next event is the Celtic Festival Kickoff Potluck Party at the GAC on Friday, May 14th, an early 
evening, starting at 6 PM, packed with good food and entertainment. As it is a “meal” type potluck, we’re 
encouraging you to bring a meat, vegetable, salad, or dessert dish to share. [See the first page for more 
information on the Kickoff Party.] 
 We will, of course, have our booth at the Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival and Highland Games 
Saturday and Sunday, with information about the Society, some Irish goodies to sell, and an oasis for good 
conversation and relaxation.  Pipe bands, Scottish dance competitions, caber tossing, Irish and Scottish dancing, 
rugby, possibly a harpist, and of course, a bonnie knees contest—something for everyone. What’s not to like!  
There will be lots of good entertainment and an on-the-grounds Ceili celebration Saturday evening. Come out 
and enjoy the Festival and Games and stop by our tent. (And, of course, the IAS is supporting the Celtic 
Festival again this year by paying for the rental of the dance floor and tent.) 
 It seems we’re always asking for volunteers to help in one way or another; the Celtic Festival is no 
exception. We still need a few volunteers to help out on all three days, so contact me if you can help out on 
either Friday, Saturday, or Sunday (or even more than one day). We have a limited number of entry wrist bands 
for those volunteering the most time.  
 Speaking of volunteers, we’ve gotten one volunteer for our audit committee, but we are still looking for 
a couple more. Remember, it’s not a CPA-level audit, just a simple review of the accounts to assure that 
everything looks honest and above board. Contact me if you’re interested. 
 Other summer and early fall events we have coming up are the Albuquerque Folk Festival in June and 
the annual picnic in August or September (date still to be determined).   

Until next month, 
Jay Vandersloot 

 

IAS Meeting Minutes 
April 9, 2010 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by President Jay Vandersloot. Highlights: 
 

·  Treasurer Rose Marie Keating reported an ending balance of $7,437.18 in our treasury. 
·  Membership Chair Norita Callahan reported that as of April 1, we have 112 family members and 116 

singles for a total of 340 members. 
·  A Motion to cease publishing the IAS Member Meeting minutes in the newsletter was defeated. 
·  A Motion was made for a contract addendum with the GAC to lock in function dates for two (2) years 

through 2012; motion carried. (Approved funding of $1,650.) 
·  Jay asked for volunteers for mandatory audit. Easy addition and overview. Please help. (Call Jay at 362-

1733.) 
·  Jay also announced various opportunities for good deeds and fun. Volunteer for Celtic Kickoff Party and 

Celtic Festival.    
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·  The Celtic Festival Kickoff Party will be held at the GAC Friday evening, May 14th. The Celtic Festival 
will be held at the Balloon Fiesta Park Sat and Sun, May 15th & 16th. 

·  The IAS has donated $500 to the Celtic Festival to fund the dance floor and canopy for the Irish dancers. 
The Celtic Festival program will credit the IAS donation. 

·  Another Festival event: Tug of war with men’s/women’s teams. ($40 registration per team.) 
·  John Murray made a motion to adjourn at 7:25 PM. 

Karen Tengwald, Secretary  
 

 
And this just in from IAS member Susan 
Noftsker: 
 

Ireland's Forgotten Sons 
Recovered Two Centuries Later 

 

In Pennsylvania, amateur archaeologists unearth a 

mass grave of immigrant railroad workers who 

disappeared in 1832. 
 
Read more: http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history-
archaeology/Irelands-Forgotten-Sons-Recovered-Two-
Centuries-Later.html?c=y&page=1#ixzz0lxNEEV3O 

 
�

“In addition to unearthing human remains, the team 
discovered personal belongings, such as crockery and clay 
pipes.” 

Later 

ABWA Trivia Night 
(Devised and Hosted by IAS Members Mike 

and Debbie Foley) 
 

American Business Women Association 
Scholarship Fundraiser 

 
German-American Club 
Friday, May 7th, 2010 

6 PM food served 
Game played from 6:30 to 9:00 PM 

Cost: $40.00 for teams of 4 ($12.50 per person 
if purchased individually) includes food 

 
Traditional pub style pub quiz: 8 rounds with 6 
questions (majority multiple choice) per round. 
Teams of four. Prizes given for 1st, 2nd and 
3rd places. Types of questions: general 
knowledge, entertainment and pop culture, 
current events, life in New Mexico. 
 
Limited seating so sign up soon. (If you need 
assistance putting together a team let us know.) 
 
To make reservations or to request additional 
information, contact. 
 
Judi (237-9777), Betty (922-6207), Michelle 
(259-9231), Inga (821-6368), Marlene (332-
8360) or Joanne (294-2271). 
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Céad Mile Fáilte 
 
A 100,000 welcomes to our newest members:  
Randall, Mikki, Abbi and Zan Rockett 
 
As of April 19th, the IAS membership is as 
follows: 112 family members (times 2) and 116 
single members. This is a total of 340 members 
for the 2010 membership year.  

 noraabq@yahoo.com (298-2708) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The place to find a variety of 
Celtic items: 

 jewelry, wall hangings, books 
to loan, and more! 

The Irish History Podcast Project. 
 
The Project is producing a series of podcasts on Irish history. The first show, Barbarians, has been the top 
history podcast on Itunes Ireland since it was launched. Building on the back of increased interest in Irish 
history and culture in the wake of St Patrick's Day, the podcast is a useful way for your society to have a 
monthly engagement with supporters and those interested in Irish history and culture. 
 

Supporters or members can hear the free podcast and subscribe at 
http://itunes.apple.com/ie/podcast/irish-history-podcast/id363368392  

There's also a website at www.irishhistorypodcast.ie and a Facebook Fan page for updates at 
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Irish-History-Podcastie/105200599510017 
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IAS Raffle! 
 

Madame Alexander "Luck o’ the Irish" dolls: one 
Lassie and one Leprechaun. The Lassie is 8" tall, with 
long light red hair, cream lace blouse w/shamrocks on 
collar, cream lace petticoat, green pleated skirt, Irish 
knit sweater w/wooden toggle buttons, white tights, 
and black boots. The Leprechaun is 5" tall with red 
hair and beard, green velvet waistcoat, knickers and 
top hat, striped multicolored shirt, orange bowtie, blue 
belt w/gold buckle, multicolored striped socks and 
black buckle shoes. (He also has a wee black pot filled 
w/gold!) 

$1 per chance or 6 for $5 
 

Tickets will be sold at the Celtic Kickoff 
and at the Celtic Festival 

 

IAS Treasurer's Report 
March 2010 

Rose Marie Keating, Treasurer  
Category Income  Category Expenses 

Membership Dues $760.00   Newsletter Printing $302.81 
Newsletter ads $50.00   RGV Celtic Fest Donation $500.00 

     
RGV Celtic Fest Booth 
Rental $80.00 

St Patrick's Day Door 
receipts $700.00   

St Patrick's Day 
Entertainment $725.00 

St Patrick's Day Cake 
walk $47.00   Cash withdrawal for door $106.00 
        
Sum $1,557.00   Sum $1,411.00 
      Margin for March $146.00 
          
Beginning Balance        $7,291.18 
      Plus income  $1,557.00 
      Subtotal  $8,848.18 
          
      Less expenses $1,411.00 
      Subtotal $7,437.18 
         
Ending Balance      $7,437.18 
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Paul’s Irish Cooking Corner 
By Paul McDonough 

This month’s featured recipe: BOXTY ! 
  
When you ask someone to describe Boxty, you usually get the response “potato 
pancake.” Well, I’m here to say a potato pancake is a potato pancake and not Boxty. 
 Okay. Okay. Put down the lamp and let me explain. I know there as many 
recipes for Boxty as there are for Soda Bread. But, if you are thinking of American 
style pancakes, griddle cakes, or flapjacks, there is a key ingredient missing, namely 
shredded raw white potatoes. 
 Ethnic cooking means getting creative with what little you have on hand. So, 
without binding agents such as milk and eggs, the Irish got inventive. They took fresh raw potatoes, shredded 
them onto a piece of linen cloth, squeezed the moisture from them and collected it into a bowl, separated the 
potato starch, and used THAT starch as a binder for equal parts of the shredded and mashed potatoes(leftovers). 
Cooked over a medium-high heat, they ended with a cooked-starch potato cake. 
 So, here are the three main categories of Boxty recipes: 
 
Boxty Bread (Boxty on the Griddle) 
 

·  1 lb. of raw shredded potatoes 
·  1 lb. of freshly cooked mashed potatoes (NOT instant from a box—won’t work) 
·  ½ cup (4 oz.) flour 
·  Salt 

 
Grate the shredded raw potato into a piece of cloth (cheese cloth works good). Place the cloth over a bowl and 
wring out the starchy liquid from the potatoes. Place the wrung shredded potatoes in another bowl and cover 
them with the mashed potatoes to keep the shreds from turning dark. Allow the potato liquid to settle and 
separate (white starch at the bottom). Pour off the clear liquid and add the starch to the cooked and raw 
potatoes. Add the flour and salt and knead the mixture until it is well blended. 
 From here, you can form the dough into triangles, squares, or circles (my vote). You can make them 
thick (like a knish) or thin (like a crepe). Either way, brown them thoroughly on a griddle or large thick frying 
pan on both sides to get the potato starch to set. (I use butter in cooking to give them a bit more flavor.) Serve 
them hot with your favorite topping. (My personal version is to substitute cooked mashed SWEET potatoes.) 
 
Boxty Bread in the Oven (This comes out like a potato scone) 
 
            Same ingredients as above but with these measurements: 
 

·  1 cup (8 oz) flour (instead of ½ cup) 
·  ½ tsp baking powder 
·  3 tbsp of butter or bacon fat 
·  Milk (very little – only as needed to make the dough) 

 
Follow the instructions as for Boxty on the Stove, adding just enough milk to make the mixture into a dough. 
Roll it out. Cut it into triangles. Place on a cookie sheet and bake in a pre-heated (did you remember to pre-
heat?) oven at 350 degrees for 35 to 40 minutes. 
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 Boxty in the Pan 
             
 This makes the potato pancake, but realize there is the fresh, shredded, raw potato in the recipe. Here are 
the changes: 
 

·  1 tsp baking powder (up from ½ tsp) 
·  ½ tsp baking soda 
·  1 to 2 cups milk (enough to make a batter) 
·  (remember the butter and salt) 

 
To the potato mixture of raw shreds, mashed, and flour add the salt, butter, baking powder, and baking soda. 
Mix in enough milk to make it a pancake batter consistency. Cook on a medium-hot pan until both sides are 

thoroughly browned. Serve hot, straight from the pan, with your favorite topping: butter, honey, sugar, etc. 
    ENJOY ! 

Editor’s Note: If you are interested in this tour, the C of C is holding an informational 
gathering on Wednesday, May 5th, at 5:30 PM at O’Niell’s Pub at 4310 Central Ave SE.  

Editor’s Note: 
There’s an old Irish saying that goes,  
“Boxty on the griddle, boxty on the pan; if you can't 
make boxty, you'll never get a man." �  
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The Reel Thing by The Dancer 
  

Cead mile failte from Dundalk! 
 
 

Famous Sons and Daughters of Erin (from Wikipedia) 
 
Frank O’Connor  (17 September 1903 – 10 March 1966) was an Irish 
author of over 150 works, who was best known for his short stories and 
memoirs. There is a poignant description of his childhood in the first volume of his 
autobiography, An Only Child. Brought up in Cork, Ireland, by Minnie O'Connor and Michael 
O'Donovan, O'Connor's childhood was shaped in part by his mother, who supplied much of 
the family's income because his father was unable to keep steady employment due to his 

drunkenness.  
 In 1918 O'Connor joined the First Brigade of the Irish Republican Army in its resistance to British rule. 
He opposed the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921 and took the Anti-Treaty side in the Irish Civil War, working in a 
small propaganda unit in Cork City. He was among the twelve thousand Anti-Treaty Irish Republicans who 
were interned by the nascent Irish Free State forces between 1922 and 1923.  
 Following his release, O'Connor took various positions, including that of Irish teacher, theatre director, 
and librarian. In 1935, he became a member of the Board of Directors of the Abbey Theatre in Dublin, founded 
by William Butler Yeats and other members of the Irish National Theatre Society.  In 1937, he became 
managing director of the Abbey. Following Yeats' death in 1939, O'Connor's long-standing conflict with other 
board members came to a head and he left the Abbey later that year.   
 In 1950, he accepted invitations to teach in the United States, where many of his short stories had been 
published in The New Yorker to great acclaim. O'Connor was perhaps Ireland's most complete man of letters, 
best known for his varied and comprehensive short stories but also for his work as a literary critic, essayist, 
travel writer, translator and biographer. He was also a novelist, poet and dramatist. From the 1930s to the 1960s 
he was a prolific writer of short stories, poems, plays, and novellas.  
 His work as an Irish teacher complemented his many translations into English of Irish poetry, including 
his initially banned translation of Brian Merriman's Cúirt an Mheán Oíche ("The Midnight Court"). Many of 
O'Connor's writings were based on his own life experiences—his character Larry Delaney in particular. 
O'Connor's experiences in the Irish War of Independence and the Irish Civil War are reflected in The Big 
Fellow, his biography of Irish revolutionary leader Michael Collins, published in 1937, and one of his best-
known short stories, Guests of the Nation (1931), published in various forms during O'Connor's lifetime and 
included in Frank O'Connor: Collected Stories, published in 1981. 
 U.S. President John F. Kennedy referred to O’Conner’s autobiography, An Only Child, at the conclusion 
of his speech at the dedication of the Aerospace Medical Health Center in San Antonio on November 21, 1963: 
"Frank O'Connor, the Irish writer, tells in one of his books how, as a boy, he and his friends would make their 
way across the countryside, and when they came to an orchard wall that seemed too high and too doubtful to try 
and too difficult to permit their voyage to continue, they took off their hats and tossed them over the wall—and 
then they had no choice but to follow them. This nation has tossed its cap over the wall of space and we have no 
choice but to follow it."  
 Neil Jordan's film The Crying Game was partly inspired by O'Connor's short story, Guests of the Nation, 
which chronicles a doomed friendship between a pair of I.R.A. soldiers and two British prisoners they are 
guarding. He taught in the US at Harvard, Northwestern and Stanford and in Ireland at Trinity College, Dublin, 
which awarded him a Doctorate of Literature in 1962. O’Connor died from a heart attack in Dublin, Ireland on 
10 March 1966. He is buried in Deansgrange cemetery, Dublin. 
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The Bookshelf 
 

How the Peace was Won, by Brian Rowan (publisher’s review, available at amazon.com) 
 
 In Northern Ireland, old and bitter enemies are sharing power. Ulster’s historical “No” 
men—first Ian Paisley and now Peter Robinson—lead a devolved administration with IRA 
hawk Martin McGuinness as Deputy First Minister. How was this deal of all deals achieved? 
How was war transformed into peace?  
 Award-winning news correspondent Brian Rowan takes us behind the scenes, and 
follows the path from the Stormontgate spying scandal to the formation of the Executive. His 

analysis of the Stormontgate affair is provocative and original: it nails the lie that it was all a securocrats’ plot. 
He traces the remote origins of the Peace Process back to the Hume-Adams talks in the late 1980s, but the heart 
of the book covers the last five years.  
 How the Peace was Won is the inside track on how the deal was done. Rowan talks to the players in the 
endgame, and brings his years of reporting experience to the pages of this book. He discusses the dilemmas of 
reporting a war while living in that conflict—a conflict in which the puppets and strings became a tangled mess. 
How did Adams and McGuinness change the orders? What made Paisley say yes? How now does the North 
make peace with its past? In How the Peace was Won the hardest questions are asked and answered.  
 

The Site 
 

 Narrow Water Castle  
 
(http://www.castlesinireland.com/castle-in-down-narrow-water-castle-county-down-
ireland/) 
 
 Narrow Water Castle, overlooking Carlingford Lough in County Down, 
Northern Ireland, is situated on the outskirts of the picturesque seaside town of 
Warrenpoint, four miles from the city of Newry. It is about one hour from Dublin 

Airport and less than an hour from the city of Belfast, a short distance from the M1 motorway, linking Dublin to 
Belfast. 
 The Narrow Water Castle and Estate has been the property of the Hall family since 1670, the first home 
being the Old Narrow Water Castle, an old Norman Castle built on the shoreline of Carlingford lough, now a 
national monument. The family then built Mount Hall, an Irish long house, on nearby rising ground (c 1690) 
and lived there until the early 19th century, when Roger Hall built the present castle—an extravagant 
Elizabethan revival mansion all in local granite. 
 The Narrow Water Castle estate is a visual feast for those interested in architectural heritage. Dating 
back to Norman times, the estate expanded over the years. It now features a rich fusion of architectural styles 
spanning three eras. The Estate is more than just a picturesque landmark. It also serves the community as a 
working resource, housing a Lime Works and agricultural land.   
 
And to conclude: It’s a great art to laugh at your own misfortune.  
 
Well that’s all folks, until the next time, you can’t build a reputation on what you are going to do. “Keep the 
faith!”  
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Irish and Celtic Recordings to Add Lilt to Your Spirits 
by IAS Member Bill Nevins 

 
Any real Irish- hearted music lover (and you needn’t be of Irish descent to be one of those) knows Celtic 
celebration time runs well past St. Patrick’s Day through Easter to Samhain and Nollaig and on through many’s 
the good night’s rare fun until Paddy’s own sweet season rolls around again—reliable as wild geese coming 
home at last. What better way to endure the trials and tribulations of the waiting times than with a selection of 
fine Irish and Celtic music—the very pure stuff, as they say? 
 
There are plenty of Irish and Celtic recordings being made these days, as it’s a taste now happily acquired by 
many, Irish or not. Here’s an admittedly personalized selection of the recent and classic cream of the crop. A 
pint of stout or a drop of poitin would not be out of place when listening to any of these collections of fine 
tunes. Keep yer dancing shoes and a handkerchief to wipe away the odd tear, handy, as well. Your favorite local 
music store—Natural Sounds, for one—should be able to find any of these recordings for you. 
 
The Chieftains with Ry Cooder: San Patricio. This is a collaboration by two roots music icons. It celebrates 
those great historical border-crossers: the San Patricio Brigade of mid-1800s Irish soldiers in the US Army who 
got fed up with the Know Nothing racism and jingoistic land grabbing of their commanders and took off south 
of the Rio Grande to fight and die in defense of the beleaguered Republic of Mexico. They were savagely 
punished, but their legend lives on, and they are honored heroes in both Mexico and Ireland to this day. It’s 
fitting that uileann piper Paddy Moloney and his venerable folk group The Chieftains—the group that first 
brought the beauties of  Irish traditional instrumental music to general world consciousness—has recorded this 
album with Ry Cooder, famed for his own fine guitar work, historical savvy and re-discovery of Cuba’s great 
Buena Vista Social Club. Lila Downs adds a vocal cameo to this fiesta and Cooder contributes his sadly 
touching ballad, “The Sands of Mexico.” 
 
Sinead O’Connor: Sean Nos Nua. This is the angelic-voiced, courageous Dubliner’s most Irish album, and my 
personal fave. Gaelic and English lyrics alternate in the dark dirge “Molly Malone” and the stirring victory-
march, Oro Se Do Bheatha Bhaile, a praise song to defiant “Pirate Queen” Grace O Malley. Sinead’s love songs 
and skipping rhymes here could make a stone alternately weep and laugh. 
 
Dropkick Murphys:  Live On Landsdowne. The Murphs always bring it loud, fast and hardcore—full tilt war 
pipes and battle ready attitude. Rarely subtle, but brimming over with working class awareness and delicious 
Boston Irish sporting hostility. Grand fun, and this CD is as good a place to jump in as any. With balls-to-the-
walls live versions of “Shipping Up to Boston” (from Scorsese’s The Departed), and “Fields of Athenry,” you 
can’t go wrong! 
 
Shane MacGowan: The Pogues: The Ultimate Collection, Just Look Them Straight in the Eye, The Popes: The 
Rare Oul’ Stuff and Release the Beast. Shane is the Keith Richards/Amy Winehouse/Bob Dylan of Irish music, 
and a wordsmith in the same league as his heroes Brendan Behan and James Joyce. His brilliant songs are 
covered by everyone, but for the true Shane experience, give a listen to the man himself, alternately fronting 
The Pogues and The Popes. A triumphant Pogues reunion concert in Denver last October proved Shane is alive 
and kicking, and he spat out every poetic lyric with mad, blissful vengeance.  
 
Sharon Shannon: Saints & Scoundrels. This sexy accordion fiend unleashes a sort of hot Irish zydeco in her 
raucous original tunes and in delightful collaborations with Imelda May, the Waterboys and, yes, Shane 
MacGowan himself! 
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Christy Moore:  The Collection, Planxty, and Moving Hearts. The Grand Old Man of Irish folk song, Christy 
Moore silences the most raucous pub and commands the grandest stage for every second he sings. The 
conscience of his nation, he calls out bigots, brutes and cowards without fear or flinch. With folk band Planxty 
and jazzy rockers Moving Hearts, he joins instrumental wizard Donal Lunny for the wildest ensemble rides in 
Irish music. 
 
Karan Casey: Exile’s Return. A fetching duets collaboration with string master John Doyle showcases Karan’s 
haunting voice and tasteful choice of song—dreams of home from far away. “Sailing Off to the Yankee Land” 
packs more historical punch than most grad school courses. 
 
Terence Winch: When New York Was Irish. First generation Irish-American poet/accordionist Terence Winch, 
with his brother Jesse, formed the original Celtic Thunder (not to be confused with the current corporate big-
time poseurs who stole the name) and Narrowbacks, both deftly anachronistic folk dance bands whose songs 
seem to time warp from, say, 1910 Irish America. This is a compilation of Winch’s songs and tunes, and it’s 
rare fine stuff indeed. 
 
Solas: The Turning Tide. Magnificently creative carrying on of the Irish musical traditions. A wondrous group, 
and they’ll be playing in New Mexico this Spring! (Also check out Grada, Enter the Haggis, Dervish, 
Battlefield Band and the other great Irish/Celtic groups who visit us now and again. Each a treasure! The 
frequent KiMo and SBCC concerts are truly grand.) 
 
Mick Moloney:  McNally’s Row of Flats, If It Wasn’t for the Irish and the Jews! and Absolutely Irish (CD and 
DVD). County Clare-born banjoist/singer Mick Moloney jumped ship in Philadelphia while touring with 
legendary Irish political folksters The Johnstons back in the early 70s, and he’s dug his heels so deeply into the 
historical music of Hibernian America that he’s now a professor of musicology at NYU and a fixture on PBS 
specials. His cheerfully precise vocal delivery gives grand new life to songs from the Irish-American music hall 
and folk traditions of times long gone. Good on ye, Mick, the solid man! And for more fine East Coast Irish 
American music, check out Joanie Madden’s Pride of New York, Ray Collins and Seanchai’s Unity Squad 
(often to be found live and on the jukebox at Rocky Sullivan’s Pub in Red Hook, Brookly—home of the best 
pints in America!) 
 
Nuala Kennedy: Tune In. Wow! Flute-driven hip hop jazzish rock surrealistic Irish music wildness. The very 
thing for curing what ails you! Wonderful stuff! 
 
Damien Dempsey: Shots and To Hell or Barbadoes! This young North Dublin working class singer is the 
fiercest, most beloved voice out of contemporary Ireland. He calls ‘em as he sees ‘em and he’s not afraid to 
remember the days when Irish slaves were shipped to die on New World plantations or to stare down the abuse, 
addictions and poverty which enslave so many Irish now. Nor does he hesitate to snatch shards of hope from 
descending despair. Gritty, confident and the heir apparent Bard of All Ireland.   
 
Well, that’s all for now. I know I left some great music out, but there’s always next time. For now, Cheers agus 
Slainte! 
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Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
§§§§  McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 8 AM to 1 PM at the Lloyd Shaw 
Dance Center, 5506 Coal SE. Call 866-5867 for information or visit our web site at 
www.irishdancenm.org.  

§§§§  Tir Conaill  Irish Dance Academy, Saturdays at The Elite Dance Studio, 701 Osuna. 
Call 379-3753 or visit www.tirconaillacademy.com for further information.  

§§§§  Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:00 PM, $2.00. No experience necessary! 
Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708.  

§§§§  Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 

 
Celtic Jam Session at Page One Bookstore (Juan Tabo and Montgomery): 
Every Thursday, 6:45 to 8:45 PM. Admission free. Everyone invited! For info, contact Chuck Butler 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com)  
 
Celtic Music at O’Niell’s: 
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O’Niell’s, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central & 
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
§§§§  Celtic jam on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of each month, from 11 AM to 2 PM. Two Fools is located at 
3211 Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com).  

§§§§  For all the news about what’s going on at Two Fools, visit www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can 
read their monthly newsletter. 

 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web 
�  The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Mondays at 10:00 PM. 
 
�  Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 
 
�  Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/ Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated Irish Radio service 
available on the net.  
 

Celtic Connections: For general information about Celtic events going on around the West, visit 
http://www.celticconnection.com/. Food, humor, books, sports, history and much more! 
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic Musicians/Performers! 
 
 

The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety of 
instruments, including vocals. 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals. Contact: Kathy Wimmer 
(293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
West of the Isle 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry Muisener (833-3456)  
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 
 
Mac-Tire of Skye Pipes and Drums 
Pipe Major Suzanne “Aden” Lumb 
Phone: (505) 977-0097 
Email: desertpiper@yahoo.com 
 
Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
“Tunes of Glory” for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 
 

Jamie Elizabeth Foster 
Soprano available for all events. Contact Jamie at 505-
323-1309. 
 
Womenfolk 
Celtic, country and world folk music. Contact: Liz Holm 
(250-6567) 
 
Saoirse (“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”) 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Fonn Sona (“Happy Melody”) 
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
Rye Creek  
Folk, Irish, western, and good old mountain music. 
Contact: Ron Trellue (292-7369) or Terry Axline (293-
8924) taxline@cabq.gov. 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Michele’s Harp  
765-1288 (tmbuchs@gmail.com)  
 
Celtic Coyotes 
Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and 
Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan 
celticcoyotes@yahoo.com (710-0583). 
 
Friends Forever 
Mike and Donna Coy and Chris Nelson play Celtic, 
Folk, Cowboy and Originals. Contact: 296-2017 or 250-
4429. 
 

Irish Musician/Instrument Repair 
Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of guitar, 
bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer dulcimer, 
mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keith Coleman, 
keith@wckc.us  
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Calendar of Events 
 

IAS Events 
Date Day What 

May 14 Friday Celtic Festival Kickoff Party, 6:00 PM at the GAC. Potluck with musical 
entertainment. (See first page for details.) 

June 11 Friday Monthly Meeting and Program at the GAC, 7:00 PM. (Program to be 
announced.) 

 
Celtic/GAC Events 

May 1 Saturday Maifest at the GAC, 7:00 to 11 PM. Music by the Reinlanders ($15 door 
fee). Dinner served at 5:30 ($10). Reservations by April 19th. 888-4833 
for more info. 

May 2 Sunday Irish Music at O’Hare’s (Rio Rancho) with Gerry Carthy and Dan 
McDermott, 5:00 – 7:30 PM. (O’Hare’s is just west of the intersection of 
528 and Southern Blvd.) 

May 7 Friday Pub-style Trivia Contest, 6:00 PM at the GAC. (See p. 4 for details.) 
May 8 Saturday Irish and Folk Music Duo, Grey Larsen and Cindy Kallet, Covenant 

Presbyterian Church, 9315 Candelaria, 7:30 PM. Tickets at the door: $15. 
(For more info, contact jeanniedyke@yahoo.com.) 

May 15 – 16 Saturday – 
Sunday 

The 22nd Annual Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival, at Balloon Fiesta 
Park. (See brochure in your hard-copy May newsletter or visit 
www.CeltFestABQ.com.) 

May 22 Saturday New Mexico Day Celebration at the GAC, 7 to 11 PM. Music by 
Showcase. ($7 admission.) Build your own burrito bar: $10. For more 
info, call 888-4833. 

June 6 – 16 Sunday - 
Saturday 

Zoukfest 2010 World Music Camp at UNM. For more info, visit 
www.zoukfest.com. 

September 23 - 26 Thursday - 
Sunday 

6th Spanish Peaks International Celtic Music Festival in Huerfano 
County, Colorado. For info, visit www.celticmusicfest.com. 

 
 

The Ronald 
McDonald House  

Fundraiser Project 
  
 We are still 
collecting the pull-tabs for 
the Ronald McDonald 
House here in Albuquerque (managed by IAS 
member Sharon Nolen). Thanks Lottie 
McDonald and Rosalie & Dennis Pfeiffer and 

Caroline Barham for the bags of pull-tabs.  
Professional §  Reliable §  Neat §  Fair Prices 
Call Dennis: 892-6446 or 350-1242 

Bonded NM 358332  §   In business since 1992 
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            P.O. Box 13435 

  Albuquerque, New Mexico 87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed? Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to ���������	
�����
���������   

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


