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Next Event: Friday, May 15", 6:00 PM

Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually helthersecond Friday of each month, except during JJuly
and August (and for special events). The usual meetingdodatthe Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-
American Club (GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo)

Kickoff to the 21°" Annual
Rio Grande Valley
Celtic Festival and Highland Games!

In place of our regular monthly meeting, the Irish-Aroani Society is
pleased to host the traditiorfabt-Luck Kickoff Party to the annual =
Rio Grande Celtic Festival on May"l@nd 1. (See inserted brochure ift
you get the newsletter in hard copy.) The Kickoff Pariljtake place at
the German-American Club, starting at 6 PM, with foethy served at
6:30 PM. Donation at the door: $2 per person (for halbteamd

musicians).

Please bring a tasty dish for about 12+ people. The IASwgply all

paper goods, as well as coffee and tea. The GAC barewdpbn. (Please be sure to mark your dishes and
serving utensils so they will find their way back to you.)

There will be mayhem and malarkey galore, with music bgeHocal bands:

& The Mac-Tire of Skye Pipe Band.ed by Pipe Major Suzanne “Aden” Lumb and Pipe Sgt. Natenz,
the band includes 12 pipers and 6 drummers (and a few guestamsigic

& Five Bucks a Month Graham Dailey (fiddle/vocals), Clay Norris (guitand Skylar Scott
(bodhran/vocals). (Norita will lead us all in Ceilirdtang during this set.)

8 The AnsloverChildren: Emily, 14 (fiddle, pennywhistle, vocals), John, 12 (guitaslinj vocals) and
Jamie, 10, (bass, vocals)

Everyone is invited: IAS members, guests, Festival sperasw volunteers—spread the word to everyone yq
know! (Just remind them to bring something edible to shaje!
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President’'s Message

Hello IAS members and hope you are all well. Spring ie laed May brings another event in the form of the
Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival on May”lénd 17. Ken and Norita Callahan are the honored guests thi
year so IAS members are encouraged to attend to hoop dedithop for the Callahans and their dedication
over the past years to local cultural events and groups.

The Irish games are returning to theivadghis year and we are asking for your support toinaer
both at the games and the IAS booth. We all have bidsées with work and/or family obligations, but for
events like these to continue we need many helping harttigiswe can continue to support Irish communit
events.

On May 1%the IAS is hosting the kickoff party for the Celtiestival and asking attendees to bring
something for the potluck. Hope to see you all there!

Kindest regards,
Kate Nash

Gj_]O I:OO(SC&VCRI‘)@ IAS Member Meeting

where the Craic is M igl‘xt\t.jl Minutes
Friday, April 17 ™, 2009

| V-P Rose Marie Keating led the meeting this
B month, and discussed the decision by the IAS
§ Board to support the Albuquerque Folk Festiva
by pledging $300. This motion was passed by
the IAS members.
' Ellen Dowling was acknowledged for al
her hard work in producing our newsletter.
Thank you Ellen, great job!
_ ‘ The upcoming Celtic Festival was also
Albuquerque’s only & | S eaeeereell  discussed. Maureen Canavan spoke to the
authentic Irish pub S‘de‘jfzf:;he ';‘;::é gﬁ:ge";;t:j members about the raffle tickets that will help
Food Served Daily 11am-11pm ' sl Now Mane s mast support the athletes for the Festival. (For morg
Friday and Saturdays until 12am [P S R info, see p. 8.) Norita Callahan gave details a
displayed a copy of the prize for the raffle, a
. book on South Armagh, co-authored by our o
www.Z{'oolstavern.com newsletter columnist Tom Quinn (along with a
GO PLRE YA VAR RO WA RS NI DVD and 2 CDs of Irish dance music). Tickets
will be sold at the Kickoff Party and at the
Festival for $1 dollar each or 6 for $5. (Mauree
started selling raffle tickets that night.)
Volunteers are still needed to work shifts in the 148th for the Festival on Saturday and Sunday.
The Kick-off for the Festival, a potluck, will be held Frjd&ay 158" at the GAC from 6:00 — 9:30. There will
be a $2 fee at the door to cover the entertainment arthental.
Special thanks to our evening’s entertainers - Dr. Maytgon and harpist Dave Hoover (and lovely
assistant readers Kathy Wimmer, Ellen Dowling, and Suzaaiwhert) - for a delightful program.

Respectfully submitted, Maureen Canavan, Secretary ?
3
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Céad Mile Failte

A 100,000 welcomes to our newest members: Tom Barger and@adinyen Harris.

As of April 20", the Irish-American Society has 113 family membersdsi 2) and 113 single members. Thisljs
a total of 339 members for the 2009 membership year.
Norita Callahan
noraabg@yahoo.cor298-2708

Flowers of the Forest: T

MCSWEENEY -- Kathryn Josephine McSweeney, 56,
passed away peacefully in her sleep on April 9, 2009, a
a valiant battle with cancer. Kathy was a long-time
member of the IAS and a frequent volunteer at IAS evel
She was also a talented photographer. We will miss hetr- -
angelic smile! (Here is a picture of Kathy, taken atanmual picnic in >
2006.)
She is survived by her beloved mother, Beatrice; sitetazola
McSweeney, and numerous aunts, uncles and cousins. Magsthe
peace.

Health and Welfare:

Long-time IAS member Liesel Lopez has not been well.Wéat to let her know that her friends in the IAS agje
thinking about her and send many heartfelt wishes forgesdy recovery.

And on a happier note: Members Dennis and Rosalie &fead#ind word that their granddaughter Beverly (3
years old), is home at last after spending many monttieihospital for serious medical problems. The
Pfeiffers thank all for the prayers and concerns.

o)

We are still collecting thpull-tabs for the Ronald McDonald House here in X,
i \@I;(é'
A=

The Ronald McDonald House Fundraiser Project &
)

Albuquerque (managed by IAS member Sharon Nolen). | receadyved pull-tab

donations from Sheri Kraemer and Dee StukadAS members, please save thdl-tabs

(any aluminum pull-tabs, from soup, cat/dog food,etal) laing them to meetings in a baggie ‘?

or grocery bag. I'll take them to the collection area. ST E
Norita 4
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IAS Treasurer’s Report — March 2009

Cathy Lybrand, Treasurer

Category

Income

Category

Expenses

Membership Dues

715.0(

)

St. Patrick’s Day Food &
Supplies

431.52

St. Patrick’s Day Party

1,715.7

D

Food Preparation

150

Sweatshirts

22.50

Honorarium

725.0

Celtic Festival Registration

80.00

Print Express

373.94

CFPNI

81.00

Total Income

2,453.22

Total Expenses

437.89

March 1

Beginning Balance

8165.4]

Income

2,453.22

1841.46
8777.1]

Expenses

March 31 Ending Balance

Gaelic Athletic Association Cumann Luthchleas Gagl
Part 2 of a special two-part article by Tom Quinn (“TrenBer”)

[Last month: the History of Gaelic Football and Hug]i

Gaelic football Peil, Peil Ghaelachor Caid), is played by teams of 15 on a rectangular grass ywitthH-
shaped goals at each end. The primary object is to scdiekinyg or striking the ball with the hand and gettirjp
it through the goals. Players advance the ball up theviglda combination of carrying, soloing (dropping arfp
then toe-kicking the ball upward into the hands), kickimgl lBand-passing to their team-mates.

Football is one of our Gaelic games run by the Gadltefic Association, the largest sporting

organisation in Ireland. It has strict rules on plagateurism and the pinnacle of the sport is the identy
All-lIreland Football Final. The game is believed to havecdaded from an ancient Irish football game kno
ascaid, which dates back to medieval times, although the modéga were not set down until 1886.
The same pitch is used for hurling (the GAA, which orgsslzoth sports, decided this to facilitate dufl
usage). Teams consist of 15 players (a goalkeeper, twerdmoks, a full back, two half backs, a centre badk,
two mid-fielders, two half-forwards, a centre forwardpteorner forwards and a full forward) plus up to fiftegn
substitutes, of which five may be used.

Each player is numbered 1-15, starting with the goalkeetherwears a different coloured jersey.
game is played with a round leather football, similaa sccer ball. It may be kicked or hand passed. A haijd
pass is not a punch but rather a strike of the ball th@lside of the closed fist, using the knuckle of tient
If the ball goes over the crossbar, a point is scaneda white flag is raised by an umpire. If the ball dudew
the crossbar, a goal, worth three points, is scamdia green flag is raised by an umpire.

5
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Gaelic football is one of the world’s oldest games. One of t
first records of football in Ireland comes from 1308, whehn
McCrocan, a spectator at a football game at Newc&tlenty Dublin
was charged with accidentally stabbing a player na medavilli
Bernard. The earliest record of a recognized precurgbetmodern
game dates from a match in County Meath in 1670, in wtatthing
and kicking the ball was permitted. However even “foalt:lwas
banned by the severe Sunday Observance Act of 1695, whickaethpo
fine of one shilling (a substantial amount at the tiroeXtose caught
playing sports. It proved difficult, if not impossible, five authorities to
enforce the Act and the earliest recorded inter-couattgimin Ireland
was one between Louth and Meath, at Slane, in 1712.

Hurling (ioménaiocht or iomaint) is an outdoor team sport o ' o o A
ancient Gaellc origin, administered by the Gaelic AtblAssociation, and played with sticks called hurleys

' and a ball called a sliotar. The game, played primarilyaland,
has prehistoric origins and is the world’s fastest fielin sport
in terms of game play.

One of Ireland’s native Gaelic games, it sharesmalan
of features with Gaelic football, such as the field goals,
number of players, and much terminology. The objeth®@igame
is for players to use a wooden axe-shaped stick calledeylor
hurl (a caman) to hit a small ball called a sliotar. The sliotanc
be caught in the hand and carried for not more thae gteps,
struck in the air, or struck on the ground with the hullegan be
kicked or slapped with an open hand (the hand pass) far sho
range passing. A player who wants to carry the balhfore than

- three steps has to bounce or balance the sliotareamith of the
stick (this is often called “going solo”), and the bahonly be handled twice while in his possession. Side
side shouldering is allowed although body-checking oulsleo-charging is illegal. No protective padding is

&
w

Ireland with the Celts. It has been a distinct Ipsistime for at least 2000 years. The founding of the Gaeli
Athletic Association (GAA) in 1884 turned around a trenceofriinal decline by organising the game around
common set of written rules. The“?f)entury saw greater organisation in Hurling and GaelicldadiotAs
hurling entered the new millennium, it has remained Irésaselcond most popular sport.

Camogie(in Irish, camdgaiochtis a Celtic team sport. Played with a stick and fiail,the women’s
variant of hurling, and is organised by the Camogie Astoniaf Ireland. The game is played mainly in
Ireland, the most successful counties being Cork, KilkeDoplin, and Tipperary. The rules are almost
identical to hurl ing, with a few exceptions. One i ty@alkeepers wear the same colours as outfield playefs
and a player in camogie can hand pass a score, whmot &@lowed in the men’s game. Most games last 60
minutes (senior inter-county hurling games last 70), and drgpbeéncamogie stick to hand pass the ball is
permitted. Camogie is unique in that it uses a differemtenfor the version played by men and women. Wheg
the Gaelic Athletic Association was founded in 1884 thgligh-origin name “hurling” was given to the men’
game. And when an organisation for women was set up in £904s decided to anglicise the Irish name
camogaiochto camogie.

Ladies’ Gaelic Footballis a team sport for women, very similar to Gaelistball, and coordinated
6
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by the Ladies’ Gaelic Football Association. It is thest prominent amateur team sport for women in Ireldang.
is also increasing in popularity in other countries arotedatorld, often by members of the Irish diaspora. The
game is very similar to the male form of Gaelic f@dtbnvhere two teams of 15 players kick or punch a rourng
ball towards goals at either end of a grass pitch.

Scor: In the Official Guide of the Gaelic Athletic Assoat, Rule 4 states as a clear objective the
following: “The Association shall actively support thish language, traditional Irish dancing, music, song gpd
other aspects of Irish culture.” With the birth of SE1969, the GAA, through its clubs, has become active])
involved in promoting Irish culture in a meaningful and eajolg manner. Language and culture are among}t
the most important elements of Irish heritage. TheAG@#Arough its many clubs throughout the country and
throughScér nOgandScor Sinsearhas played a significant part in the revival of ourureltand heritage in
creating an understanding and interest in its importé®o@. competitions commence in each county with clfibs
competing to represent their county in one of the nutffigrent Scor events. County winners go through to tjie
Provincial Finals with the winners at that stage qualifyorgtie All-Ireland Finals.

Scor is divided in two sections: Scér na nOg catarthiw younger GAA members, while Scér Sinseas
is geared towards adult members. The national finalsthf 8cér na nOg and Scor Sinsear are a wonderful
occasion and winning a national title is a tremendous udioo any club.

Other noteworthy developments include a state-of-theraractive museum, which was built at a cof
of €4m. The museum acts as a link between the pastnpesse future of the GAA and pays tribute to the
people and events that were so influential in shapingdlt whilst also conveying a vision of the GAA of th
future to its visitors. It is truly a monument to the haxatk, dedication, and enthusiasm of the entire
membership of the Association and indeed a vindicatigdheoincredible vision of the founding fathers, withaut
whom Cumann Lathchleas Gael may never have prospered.

At G.A.A. games around the country supporters mix witthedher and there is no segregation as in
some sports and opposing supporters even travel in thecsas® matches. In County Louth, Colm Matthewts
(IAS member), who supports a second-rate team (I thek @he called the Gales) and myself, who supports
the Clan Na Gale (a team with a bit of class), adritegether at the cup final a few years ago. Colm (itlis
and white) and meself (in green, white and gold) had a tantase - a real family day out. (And by the way,
Colm went home green with envy.)

Get out there to the Celtic Festival (May"L&nd support Colm Matthews, who is organising the Gaflic
football and hurling competitions for the first time la¢ tGames. Feel the passion and the pride from these
players when they pull on their team jerseys intiis12%' anniversary of the Gaelic Athletic Association
(Cumann Lathchleas Gaél

The Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) Needs Your Hip!

Reminder: A $10 donation will provide a box lunch and WATERdne athlete

for the one-day event. (Please note that the edtstival is a two-day event,

May 16" and 17'. The Irish Games will be held ONLY on Saturday, M&.)
Please lend your support with a donation of $10, or mgresiible, for a

box lunch and to provide WATER for this IRISH athletic evévtake your
| checks out to: Irish American Society and send to B E3435, Albuquerque,
NM 87192-3435. (Remember, the IAS is a 501c3 organization - yoatidans
tax deductible.)
Thanks in advance and see you on the field M&yat®l 17' — and oh,
don't forget the Celtic Festival Kickoff potluck, GAC 5/15.
Norita (298-2708horaabg@yahoo.com
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And here’s another way to support the GAA Gameshat Celtic Festival

on May 16th: Buy a raffle ticket and win a beautifioook!

Tom Quinn has graciously donated two copies of his co-authmmrek, The Sweets of May: The Ceili Band
Era, Music & Dance of South Armaghto be raffled off at the Celtic Festival, with preds to support the
Gaelic games participants.
The book is a large formatted and colorful accouthetistory of the distinctive local music and darfte
traditions of the area. It also contains two CDs, @nehich is a remastered collection of recordings hyeof
the great musicians, ceili bands, and performers of thelée second is a resounding testament to the vitaljly
of the present generation’s stewardship of the tradiGwer 40 musicians demonstrate just a small sample §f
the current healthy state of the music of the area tddlagparate DVD is included of 8 local dance schools
performing dances that are indigenous to the area. (Seeaiout this book on p. 11.)

The drawing will be held at the Celtic Festival on M&Y. There will be two winners. (You need not
be present to win.) Raffle tickets are $1 each or §%oiTickets will be available for sale at the Kicko#rgy
at the GAC (May 1%) and at the Festival. You can also purchase ticketsiacting IAS secretary Maureen
Canavanifiaureencanavan@yahoo.caii2-0528).

Volunteers Needed!

To work in the IAS booth at the Celtic Festival:
It's a fun job to hang out in the IAS booth at thetikal and schmooze
D) @ @ with passers-by and fellow I1AS-ers! If you can do a 2-Isbairon either
v, 7/ Saturday or Sunday, please contact Norita at 298-2¥fl&dbq@yahoo.com

To work at the Celtic Festival itself:

On Friday, May 15th, they will be setting up the fieldnfra0:00AM to 2:00PM.
(This includes placement of flags and banners, boothstagdss Some heavy lifting is required.)
On Saturday and Sunday, May™#nd 17, they will need volunteers at the admission tatiddien’s tent,
athletics assistants and in the festival grounds fotiaddl set up, program sales, supply running and groungis
clean up. (Volunteer shifts will be from 8:00AM-12:30PM and30PM to 5:00PM. On Monday, May 9we
will need to finish any necessary clean up of the grouafs 9:00 to approximately 12:00 noon.

To volunteer, contact Judi McLaughlin, Volunteer Coorttina237-9602 or (cell) 249-2733. Or e-mai

her athumma2000@msn.com

Also Wanted: Award Donors
for the Celtic Festival Competitions

A message from Edie Henderson, Awards Committee Chair:

This year we celebrate the 21st anniversary of the&SRamde Valley Celtic Festival at Albuquerque
Balloon Fiesta Park Saturday, May"l#om 9 AM to 5 PM and Sunday, May",72009 from 9 AM to 4 PM.
We are excited to announce that this year will be ay2egtant. We welcome back the Rio Grande Celtic
Sevens Rugby Tournament, Irish Hurling and Gaelic Footbail this year is a regional Strongman
Competition and Tug of War competition.
Every year we solicit sponsors of medals and plagquredaincing, athletic events, children’s events, pjpe
band, individual pipe and drum competitions, and more. Taeseds may be sponsored on behalf of yoursq|f
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or in honor or memory of a person or group. You maytétebave us select an event for you or you may algp
elect to help sponsor Festival administration, maintemand supply expenses. Sponsorships will be
recognized in the Official Program of the Rio Grand \fa{®ltic Festival.

If you are interested in sponsoring one or more eydagse let us know promptly as events will be
assigned on a first-come-first-served basis. Checkslgibe made payable to and mailed to:

Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival Association (RGVJCF
PO Box 35062
Albuquerque, NM 87176-5062

The cost of sponsoring a set of medals (1-gold, 1-silverpnze) is $30.00. The cost of sponsoring &
plague is $45.00. (Most sponsorships are tax deductible.) Tloe'sloame and dedication will be imprinted ¢
the plaque. In addition to awards sponsorships, it islplessi sponsor an entire event (like Highland Athletigs,
Gaelic Football, Main Stage, etc.).

The Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival is a sanctibmenue for competitors and performers to earn
points, gain credibility, hone their skills, and le&mm other competitors locally and internationally.
Recognizing outstanding competitors and accomplishmeatsimportant way to reward our participants for
their hard work and efforts, perfecting their skills &eeping Celtic culture alive.

Thank you for being a part of the Rio Grande Valleyi€é&lestival and for recognizing and rewarding
the hard work and efforts of these Celtic competiteos.more information, contact Edie at
edieboo@comcast.net

The Reel Thing
Céad mile failte from Dundalk!

News and Notes

Best wishes to the 21st Annual Rio Grande Valley CetgtiFal! Enjoy the weekend and
support Colm Mathews and the G.A.A. tournament. As yokg/aay, “Have a good one!” | will be there in
spirit if not in body.

The number of companies going burst in Ireland almoBteien the last year. In total 351 firms were
threatened with going out of business in March compardd180 last year - a 170% jump. As expected
construction firms were the worst hit, with furnishinglanterior design businesses also severely affected. gar
firms were the fourth group badly hit as new car splesimeted. A recent study showed the crisis was beirjj
fuelled by the ongoing lack of liquidity, unemployment, ardative consumer sentiment. The study also
warned that the numbers are expected to rise.

A woman who had a brain hemorrhage misdiagnosed agraime and is now confined to a wheelcha
with paralysis in both legs and one arm has securedbi®n (8.5 USD) in settlement of her High Court
action. The action by Kathleen Myers (49), a civil saetvaf The Garth, Belgard Heights, Tallaght, who is a
ward of court, was against St James’s Hospital, Duéfising from her treatment there. The hospital irytial
denied negligence but conceded liability last Februaryticdudaniel Herbert, after a nine-day hearing to
assess damages, was told by Denis McCullough, the 3@sfiyers, that the hospital had offered €6.5 milligin
in settlement and he was recommending that figure be egabiuy the court. Justice Herbert said Mr.
McCullough was perfectly correct to recommend the ddfed the court was perfectly happy to approve it. Mg
Myers is a patient in a unit attached to St Mary's Hasjpit the Phoenix Park, Dublin, and was made a ward|of
court in December 2007. The court had heard she wished to hetone and part of her claim was for moneyjo
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meet the cost of future home care. Ms Myers’s fammagt argued she had a right to be cared for in her homg
environment rather than in a hospital setting and cldicotbacks in the health service had resulted in her njjt
receiving enough therapy. At the outset of the casehdbpital argued that the family was proposing to hailg
“mini hospital for one” and their expectations wereaatistic. The court was told the award included thé co
of providing a house for Ms Myers.

The Bookshelf

m.n‘&m 101 Things You Didn’'t Know about Irish Historyhy Ryan Hackney

Irish Hlstory Over 20 million Americans claim some sort of Irishitegre. But how much do readers

S really know about this amazing country? Forget about sheksy leprechauns, and all that

' blarney,101 Things You Didn’t Know About Irish Histdsya concise and authoritative

' " guide that dispels the myths and tells the true stofid®e Irish. Its highlights include lives
of the ancient Celts until the British invasions; &aums Irish (including Michael Collins, Charles Parnelhd a
Bono); the potato famine and immigration (were therdyrgalngs of Irish in New York?); Irish music and
dance; and, folklore, faeries, and leprechauns. Compigtean Irish language primer and pronunciation guide,
this book is an informative pot of gold for everyone wiwek the Irish!

What's in a Name?
Mathews and Matthews

The names Matthews and Mathews in Ireland were brantghthe country by settlers fro

England during the seventeenth century. Families withndmse settled mostly in Counties

Antrim, Dublin, and Tipperary where, in modern timeg, thajority of descendants can sti

be found. The Town of Matthews is located in MecklenlLognty about 10 miles

southeast of downtown Charlotte. Matthews covers 1 4@&8rs miles and is comprised of
mainly low-density single family housing. A quaint downtgwattractive neighborhoods, a variety of churchqs,
guality schools and an outstanding hospital and meféicdities make for a full-service community. The
population is approximately 25,000. Also there is Mathews GoMitginia.

The Music Rack
(e Late . . . in the Night

: '1 # 5. 3 Several of the tunes on this CD of Irish music weesrded live in O’Connor’s Bar in
M Doolin, Co. Clare. This promises a warm, lively recogdiand the CD delivers. At the hea
——————  Of this CD are the famed Kilfenora flute and whistleyplaand stepdancer Christy Barry,
e and Ennis accordion player Conor McCarthy. (Conor Mdtyad one of the leading

T members of the Kilfenora Céili Band.) The tunes heeeplryed beautifully, with a vibrant
bounce and lift that you seem to get in so much musio f£o. Clare. It's something that the Kilfenora Céili
Band is known for, and it’s alive and well on this Clhefe is also a prominent rhythmic Spanish guitar
accompaniment on this CD. Some listeners will not exaite the Spanish guitar, while others will find that
the guitar chords get in the way of the native Irish flithe melodies. One of the highlights of the Chhes t
air “Dear Little Isle,” played on low whistle by ChrysBarry. On this air the accompaniment on guitar iy ver
restrained, as in the style of the brilliant DennigiCa
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The Sweets of May: Traditional Irish Music and Dances of Sodihmagh

[Editor's Note: This is the book that Tom has so gradjodsnated 2 copies of to the
IAS, to be raffled off at the Celtic Festival, withogeeds going to support the Irish
athletes at the Games. For more info, see p. 7.]

The history of the Céili band era, dances, and musioBsuth Armagh has been

captured on a newly released book, including a DVD and Edsused on the golden e

of the Céili bands, from the 1930s-1960s, the book includes#edetecounting the

story of the bands, the musicians, and the dancevsnehe pivotal to the vibrant
traditional irish music scene in that area of outditagn natural beauty.

This beautifully bound and illustrated 140-page book is packddintérviews and reminiscences of
many who were a major part of the traditional Irish @aged music scene. It represents a trip down memor
lane and contains photographs and interviews with musictiancers, and local personalities from the 1930
onwards. Included in the book are two one-hour-long Cbs:aonostalgic compilation of remastered
recordings of the famous South Armagh Céili bands nf@dpRickering, John Murphy, the McCusker Brotherj;
etc) and the second recordings of some of the manyedlemusicians keeping the tradition alive today.
Dedicated dancers and musicians of today will also riisldocumentation of the instructions to the old
dances of South Armagh (many almost forgotten), anghibet music to the tunes. And that’s only the book

Also launched was a 2-hour DVD of six local dance sthperforming the local dances. Over 150 log
dancers are stepping forward to preserve and popularizectiedances and preserve them on DVD for futu
generations. They are dancing to the live music of @& lmusicians, including many All Ireland champions
under the careful direction of Josephine Keegan, thedduBirector of the project. Each dance is introduce
by me against the backdrop of South Armagh’s spectaatlamgs, showing South Armagh’s area of
outstanding beauty in all its splendour. Also includedtao CDs of the soundtrack, to ensure easy listening
when not watching.

Thanks to the generosity of the Heritage Lottery Fund{);HiCeol Camlochawill be able to donate
copies to local schools and clubs in the area to helpusage young people to learn of this important aspec
their culture, and learn and preserve the dances andfturssother generation at least. Funding for the proj
was awarded under the Heritage Lottery Fund’s “Your Hggltgrogramme, which aims to support projects
that help people learn about, conserve, and take am g@etrv in their own and other people’s heritage.

Atfter fifty-four years involved in Irish dance and 18 rtimof eating, drinking and sleeping this proje
| launched this project on the 1 ®larch with a Ceili and session in the Canal CouNédwry. Professor Patric
Murphy, member of the HLF Northern Ireland Committea]:s&le are delighted to support this project whi
has researched and recorded the unique musical and cuditradjé of South Armagh. This intangible heritag
was in real danger of being lost forever, but will nowd®rded and shared with all members of the local
community, breathing new life into our past traditions.”

The mayor of Newry and Mourne District Council, Colmaurns, whose parents and daughter featu
in the story on the DVD and on the CD, also welcommedinitiative: “Newry and Mourne District Council is
proud of the rich and diverse tradition that thriveshenwonderful landscape of South Armagh. The book, G
and DVD provides an innovative and historically importasight into the traditional music and heritage of t}i
area”.

Irish Humour

Paddy the electrician got sacked from the U.S. prisouicsefor not servicing the electric chair. He said tivat,
his professional opinion, it was a death trap!




Irish Times MAY 2009

Three PSNI recruits were facing their passing-out examimarhe sergeant held up a photo of a megn-
looking guy and then hid it. “This is your suspect. Desdnibe”

The first recruit said, “He’s an ugly one-eyed bloke!”

“You only see one eye because the photo’s a proftie,btficer explained patiently. He showed the
photo again to the second recruit and asks what courséaf be might take.

“I'd put out an APB for a one-eared, hard-looking guy.”

“You heard me. It's a profile. That's why you see ontge@ar.”

At this point the third recruit speaks up. “The suspectrsveantact lenses!”

“Brilliant! How did you deduce that?” crowed the sergeant.

“Easy. He can't wear glasses because he’s only goé@nand one eye!”

The Site: Ireland

" Ireland is the third-largest island in Europe, and the tie#mlargest island in
& the world. It lies to the north-west of continentak&pe and is surrounded by
hundreds of islands and islets.

To the east of Ireland, separated by the Irish Séhe island of Great
Britain. Politically, the state Ireland (describedlzs Republic of Ireland)

4 covers five-sixths of the island, with Northern Iredapart of the United
" Kingdom, covering the remainder in the north-east.

The first settlements in Ireland date from 8000 BC. ByRGQ Celtic
migration and influence had come to dominate the islaathtiRely small scale
settlements of both the Vikings and Normans in the Middies gave way to
complete English domination by the 1600s. Protestant Bngils resulted in

the marginalisation of the Catholic majority, altigh in the north-east, Protestants were in the mgjorit

A famine in the mid-1800s caused deaths and emigrationwhiodjaa war of independence, Ireland w{ls
split into the independent Irish Free State and Namtheland, which remains a part of the United Kingdom.
The Free State left the Commonwealth to becomepalitie in 1949. In 1973, both parts of Ireland joined th
European Economic Community. “The Troubles” in Northeefand led to much unrest from the late 1960s
until the 1990s, but subsided following a peace deal in 1998.

The population of the island is slightly under 6 mill@®06), with 4.2 million in the Republic of
Ireland and an estimated almost 1.75 million in Northezland. This is a significant increase from a moder
historical low in the 1960s, but still much lower than pleak population of over 8 million in the early 19th
century, prior to the Great Famine.

The name “Ireland” derives from the name of thei€glbddess Eriu (in modern Irish, Eire) with the
addition of the Germanic word “land.” Most other westEuropean names for Ireland, such as Frénahde,
derive from the same source.

PS: I ran into Frank Kiernan and “FRA” sends his bestlitof his Albuquerque friends!
Well that'’s all folks, until the next time —

Is a “shotgun wedding” just a case of wife or death?

“Keep the faith!”

Tom Quinn
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Culture All Around

Dance Classes:
&8 McTeggart Schoolrish Step Dancing Saturdays, 10 AM — noon. Call 866-5867. (»
& Tir Conalll Irish Dance AcademySaturdays at The Elite Dance Studio, 701 Osuna.

Call 379-3753 or visitvww.tirconaillacademy.confor further information.

& Ceili dance classeare held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:30 PM, $2.00. No
experience necessary! Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708.

(friendly gatherings with live music and dance)
will be held on the first Wednesday of each month.

& Scottish Country DancingFriday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Haltrieo 8" and Bellamah,
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call M&87-9039 for info.

Celtic Jam Session at Page One Bookstore (Juan Tabo and Montgomery):
Every Thursday, 6:45 to 8:45 PM. Admission free. Everyaugad! For info, contact Chuck Butler
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.cgm

Celtic Music at O’Niell’s:
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O’Nie#310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central &
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, vikttp://www.oniells.com/

Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern:

Celtic jam on the®, 4"and 5" Sundays of each month, from 11 AM to 2 PM. Two Foolsdatied at 3211
Central NE ywww.twofoolstavern-nm.cojn For jam info, contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.cqnfor all the news about what’s going on at Two Foodst
www.2foolstavern.com/blggvhere you can read their monthly newsletter.

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web
The Thistle and Shamrockprogram, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 Q.
FM, Mondays at 10:00 PM.

Celtic and Beyond with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 Pith \‘
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Wehbvat ktao.com)

Irish Music on the Web, All the Time

http://www.midwestirishradio.comMidwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedichbesh Radio service
available on the net.

Celtic Crush, Irish music (traditional and modern) Saturday morni@gs, 10 AM on Sirius Radio, channel
832. (This is only for dish network subscribers. If anykmews if this is accessible by Cable TV, please let
know.)

Celtic ConnectionsFor general information about Celtic events goingromiad the West, visit
http://www.celticconnection.comFood, humor, books, sports, history and much more!
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic Musicians/fPerformers!

The Next Chapter

Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety

of instruments, including vocals.
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205)

Emily Anslover
Young fiddle player
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484)

Brad Fitzgerald
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk)
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527)

Three Leaf Shamrock
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!)
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924)

Shennanigans

Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of
instruments and vocals. Contact: Kathy Wimmer
(293-6403)

Gerry Carthy
Musician and singer from Ireland
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe)

Blarneystone
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music
Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867)

Joe Brennan
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance
867-3628

Mac-Tire of Skye Pipes and Drums
Pipe Major Suzanne “Aden” Lumb
Phone: (505) 977-0097

Email: desertpiper@yahoo.com

Colonel Craig Chamberlain
“Tunes of Glory” for funerals and weddings, etc.
Bagpipes (293-2962)

Saoirse(“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”)

Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat.
Contact: 10 (268-7303)

Jamie Elizabeth Foster
Soprano available for all events. Contact Jamie a
505-323-1309.

Irish DJ
Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music
Contact: Mike Foley 858-104A(Isod@aol.com

Fonn Sona (“Happy Melody”)
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc.
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421)
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com

Rye Creek
Folk, Irish, western, and good old mountain musiq.
Contact: Ron Trellue (292-7369) or Terry Axline
(293-8924 Yaxline@cabg.gov.

Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers
Michele’s Harp
765-1288 huchanan@cybermesa.cphm

Celtic Coyotes

Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales,
and Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan
celticcoyotes@yahoo.co(i@10-0583).

Michael and Donna Coy
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, a
Traditional (296-2017)

Irish Musician/Instrument Repair

Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of
guitar, bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer
dulcimer, mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keit
Colemankeith@wckc.us
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Calendar of Events

IAS/IHC Events

What
IAS Celtic Festival Kickoff Party 6:00 PM at the GAC. (Details on the
first page.)
IAS Monthly Meeting and Program7 PM at the GAC. A Reader’s
Theater production of John Millington Syng&slers to the SedSee
June newsletter for details.)

Celtic/GAC Events

May 16 and 17 Saturday and| 21° Annual Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival & Highland Games
Sunday Balloon Fiesta Park. For more information, or to vodentto help with
the Games, visiibgceltfest@yahoo.coor www.celtfestabg.conor
contact Donna Brown abnnadee@swcp.com . (See enclosed brochure
Saturday Maifest at the GAC, 5:30 start. (For more info, call 888-4833)

What did the Simple Celts Do?

By Brenna Briggs

What did the simple Celts do, to help them escape wienwere blue? A long and dreary winter had darkefjed
all their days. It never ever seemed like there wouldeslaiy be a May - but there was a Celtic festival calleq
Beltaine, celebrated around the first of May, that etiadl the doldrums away after the long, dreary winter.
there is any constant in Ireland, it is that you caragé count on a long, dark, dreary winter! Did | also

mention wet? And windy?

So it is no surprise that the ancient Celts whoopey with fires (the wordeltainemeans fire) and
welcomed the changing of the seasons from winter to gumiith big bashes. It was even said that if one
bathed in the dew of a Beltaine morning, one would becoare beautiful that year. So if you roll around
naked on your front lawn early on the first of May amanage to soak up some dew, make sure you do it bdifore
your neighbors see you and call the police.

Two big bonfires were built on Beltaine Eve with sacredd, and
herds of cattle were run between the fires so theyduoel‘protected” and
purified. The Hawthorne bush was a feature of theseiBel May rituals too.
The Hawthorne is sacred in Ireland and even today siid the fairies get
really perturbed if their homes under these bushes/areedisturbed. But on
Beltaine Eve, the fairies grant a sort of exemptiore &Moo of breaking off a
branch from a Hawthorne is lifted and Hawthorne bnasacan be used to
decorate doorways without fairy repercus sions.

The Celts also performed rituals by their bonfires &edet was lots of

leaping over the flames for one reason or anotheraiBeltvas a “Tra la! It's
May!” kind of event, a time when tribal people let $@oand looked forward tq
a warm summer after the long, boring, ugly winter.

Beltaine actually starts on April 30 as the Celts dated their days from sundown to sundown.

Brenna Briggs is the author of théfey Rivers Irish Dancer Mysterie
www.liffeyrivers.com
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P.O. Box 13435
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87192-3435

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Membership Application/Renewal Form

Please check one: New Membership Application Renewal
If this is a renewal, has your contact informationnged? Yes No

Please make checks payable to
and mail to:
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435

Individual $20.00 Family

Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone E-mail
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronyjcall




