
  

 
 
        Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
  www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  

Next Event: Saturday, March 13th, 1:00 PM 
 
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July and 
August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-American Club 
(GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 

 

The Annual IAS St. Patrick’s Day Party! 
 

Our Annual St. Patrick’s Party  will be held this year on Saturday, March 
13th, at the GAC, from 1 to 5:30 PM. (See flyer on p.12.) As usual, we will have 
some of the finest Celtic musicians in town (Friends Forever, the Anslover 
Family, and Rye Creek) as well as traditional step dancing and participatory 
Ceili dancing. (The door fee goes to cover the cost of the musicians and the 
GAC hall.) 
 
This year our format will include a pot luck, and we ask that you bring a dish to share (preferably something 
Irish-y, but all donations welcome). We are also planning a cake walk to raise funds for the IAS and would be 
delighted if you would also bring a cake (or cookies, or soda breads, or the like) to donate.  
 
There will also be a silent auction. If you have items you can donate to the auction, please bring them to the 
party early (or contact Suzanne Taichert, St. Pat’s Party Chair, to arrange for pick up).  
 
Please bring your children, too: We will have a special Children’s Coloring Table, with St. Patrick’s Day 
themed pictures, crayons, stickers and stamps.  
 
And of course we need lots of volunteers to help us pull off this party: door helpers, decorators, set up and clean 
up folks, etc. If you can help, please let Suzanne know.  

 
This event is open to IAS members AND their guests! So please pass 
the word to everyone you know that the IAS has the BEST St. Pat’s 
Party going! 
 

For information, contact Suzanne Taichert 
(susawin@mac.com, 823-4788) 

����������� �

MARCH 2010 

A gentle reminder . . .  
 
If you have not renewed your 
IAS membership for the 2009 
membership year, this is your 
LAST newsletter.�  
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Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 

Irish Interest Group 
 
The Irish Interest Group of the Albuquerque Genealogical 
Society meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 
1:30-3:00 PM in the Special Collections Library, Botts 
Hall, Edith and Central, Albuquerque. Programs include 
Irish history, culture, and genealogy. All meetings are 
free and open to the public. 
 

Next IIG Meeting: March 17th   
 

IRISH GENEALOGY RESEARCH CLASS 
WITH MARY HAMLEY 

 
Mary Hamley will discuss the research process she used 

to find her family in Ireland and show how you can use the same resources.  
 

For more information, contact Elaine Armstrong, AGS Irish Interest Group Coordinator, 836-7359 or 
absobluminlutely@yahoo.com  

 
 
Would you like to place an ad in the Irish Times newsletter?  
 
Business-card-sized ads are a mere $5 a month. Larger-sized ads can be negotiated with the editor, Ellen 
Dowling (edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-1700). You can also put a “click-through” ad on the web site of 
the IAS (www.irishamericansociety-nm.com) at no extra charge. To put your ad online, contact Webmaster Ken 
Callahan (kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Jay Vandersloot 
JayVandersloot@yahoo.com 

362-
1733 

VP-East Mike Briody 
michaelbriody@ymail.com  

281-
6738 

VP-West Gerry Muisener 
celticman58@hotmail.com 

833-
3456 

Treasurer Rose Marie Keating  
rkeating14@comcast.net 

352-
2195 

Secretary Karen Tengwald 
Tengwald@comcast.net 

293-
9618 

Board Edie Henderson 
Edieboo@comcast.net 

798-
9422 

Board Maureen Canavan 
MaureenCanavan@yahoo.com 

872-
0528 

Board Richard & Sharon Finkle 
SFFinkle@qmail.com   

877-
4337 

Past 
President 

Kate Nash 
MaryKate_Nash@msn.com 

615-
7732 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

897-
9032 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@BasicISP.net  

881-
4847 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

Entertainment Suzanne Taichert 
susawin@mac.com 

823-
4788 

Audio 
Services 

Jim Brauer 
jim.brauer@wilsonco.com 

352-
2195 

The Irish-American Society is a non-profit, non-
political, and non-sectarian organization devoted 
to furthering Irish-American relations through 
education, travel, recreation, charity, music, and 
dance.  
 
Membership is open to everyone and we 
encourage your support and participation. Dues 
are $20.00 for an individual and $25.00 for a 
family. For more information, please call 
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 298-2708. 
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President’s Message 
 
Dear IAS Members: 

 Once again we enjoyed another 
performance at our monthly meeting with the 
Celtic music of Womenfolk – Et Cetera.  If you 
know of anyone else, musical or otherwise, whom 
you’d like to see perform or present at one of our 
monthly meetings, be sure to pass it on to 
Suzanne Taichert (contact information on page 2). 
 Talking about finding and arranging 
entertainment, we have a very good lineup set for 
our St. Paddy’s Day Celebration. (See flyer on 
p.12.) It’s shaping up to be a great time with a lot 
of good entertainment.   
 This year our St. Paddy’s Day Celebration 
will be a potluck format (full meal type, not just snacks). Of course we are always in need of help. As we have 
no paid employees to take care of things, we depend on volunteers to make things happen. We need volunteers 
to sign up for decorating, staffing the door, food and dessert tables, donations for the silent auction items and 
staff the table, donations of cakes or pies (or even cookies) for the cakewalk, door prizes, help at the coloring 
table and with the 50-50 drawing, and of course, CLEAN UP!  (The GAC has another event scheduled the same 
evening, so we will need to get everything straightened and cleaned quickly—any assistance you can provide 
would be appreciated.) 
 As I mentioned last month, we have the IAS Celtic Festival Kick-Off Party and the Celtic Festival 
coming up in May. We would also welcome your assistance in planning and putting on these events. Please let 
us know your interests and how you would like to be involved.   
 And, how about that Jamie Foster?  (See p. 5.) We already knew she has a fabulous voice, and now it’s 
been confirmed and recognized by others. Way to go, Jamie! 
 As was brought out at the January membership meeting, we need your ideas or suggestions on how we 
can improve things for our members, so be sure to let someone on the Board know, including your ideas for 
fundraising. We’ve had a couple of suggestions that we are looking into, and we’re still looking for more. 
 Be sure to read the “Culture All Around” page in the newsletter (p. 13). In addition to their live music 
from 4 ‘til 7PM on Sundays, O’Niell’s also has a Celtic Open Mic Night on the first Monday of every month.  
A number of us show up each month and enjoy the entertainment, which includes bagpipes, Irish step dancing, 
and other groups and individuals who play and sing. Come on out and join the fun. If you’re so inclined, you 
can even get up and perform, tell a (clean) joke, or whatever your talent is. After all, it IS an open mic night!  
See you there on the first Monday. 

Until next month, 
Jay Vandersloot 

Editor’s Note: Our long-time sponsor, Two 
Fools Tavern (see ad on the right), received a 
rave review in the February/March issue of 
Albuquerque the Magazine (p. 168). Two 
Fools was recently featured in an episode of 
"In Plain Sight," with Martin Landau as the 
focal character. 
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Minutes of the IAS General Meeting, February 12th  
 
 VP/East Mike Briody began the meeting by wishing our Olympic team well. Then last month’s minutes 
were read and approved. 
 Rose Marie Keating, IAS Treasurer, reported that the Society has a balance of $6,820.63. 
 Norita Callahan, Membership Chair, reported that we have a total of 254 members. It was confirmed 
that the March newsletter will be the last for those who have not renewed their membership for 2010.  
 Fundraisers:  We will conduct a 50/50 raffle at every meeting, starting this month, $1/ticket $5/6 tickets.  
Whatever money we take in, ½ goes to the winner and the other half to the IAS. 
 President Jay Vandersloot announced that we are still pursuing the idea of having a “Halfway to St. 
Patrick’s Day” celebration at O’Niells (in the fall). 
 We are still looking for people to be on the audit committee. We need to have an internal audit done. As 
long as you can add numbers we are looking for you! 
 Announcements were made about upcoming events: 

§§§§  St. Patrick’s Day Party, Saturday, March 13th, 1 to 5:30 PM. Entertainment will be provided by 
Forever Friends, the McTaggert Dancers, the Anslover Family, and Rye Creek. Activities will 
include a cake walk, door prizes, and Ceili dancing. We need assistance for decorating and clean 
up and we need donations of prizes and baked goods. 

§§§§  Celtic Festival Kick-Off Party, Friday, May 14th.  
§§§§  Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival and Highland Games, May 15th and 16th. (Volunteers needed 
to help work the IAS booth, etc.) 

§§§§  Annual IAS Family Picnic, sometime in September. We need suggestions for a good location 
with facilities. 

Thanks to Ellen Dowling for a beautiful job on the newsletter. 
Motion to adjourn, carried; meeting adjourned at 7:23 PM. 

Karen Tengwald, IAS Secretary 
 

Céad Mile Fáilte 
 
A 100,000 welcomes to our newest members: Mary Diamond, Vessa McKelvey, Bill & Alice Odell, Lee Peters, 
Renée Ray, Mary W. Sarty and family, Peter Tiernan, Tom & Kathy Macken, Judy Lang, and Devon Nicole, 
Keith, Holly & Connor Welch. And welcome back to Margaret Shinn! 
 
As of February 16th, the IAS membership is as follows: 88 family members (times 2) and 99 single members. 
This is a total of 275 members for the 2010 membership year. 

 
One Last Reminder: Please Renew Your Membership for 2010! 

 
The IAS 2009 membership year ends December 31, 2009. Please use the renewal form on the back page of the 
newsletter to renew for 2010. Dues are $25 for a family and $20 for a single. Send form/check to: IAS, PO Box 
13435, Albuquerque NM 87192-3435.  

Norita Callahan                 
 noraabq@yahoo.com (298-2708) 

 
Editor’s Note: If you are not planning on renewing, would you please let Norita know? Thanks. 
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IAS Treasurer's Report  
January 2010  

  Rose Marie Keating, Treasurer  
    

Category Income Category Expenses 
Membership  $2,325.00 Plastic Wear $5.34 
   Xmas cash box reimbursement $50.00 
misc sales $89.00 Jan Meeting honorarium $50.00 
   Print Express Jan newsletter $288.71 
      
Sum $2,414.00 Sum $394.05 
      
   gross margin for Jan $2,019.95 
      
Beginning 
Balance  Adjusted to bank statement $5,100.68 
    Plus income $2,414.00 
   Subtotal $7,514.68 
      
    Less expenses $394.05 
    $7,120.63 
    Less reserve for payments    
        not tendered $300.00 
      
Ending Balance   $6,820.63 

 

A Local Soprano’s Success! 
 
Those of you who heard Jamie Foster sing at our January meeting will 
not be surprised to learn that she has recently been awarded a 
scholarship to attend the Bel Canto Institute in Florence, Italy this 
summer for a month-long program. This program for 15-17 year olds 
will have teachers and coaches from the Metropolitan Opera as well as 
Italian diction experts teaching the workshops and lessons. The students 
in this program will present two public performances during their stay in 
Italy.   
 In February, Jamie also won the regional division for the 
Classical Singer Magazine high school competition and will advance to 
the national level of the competition at the National Convention in Time 
Square, NYC, at the end of May, competing for up to $50,000 worth of 
scholarships.      
 Jamie is a “young voice” with the Santa Fe opera and is currently 
performing with Opera Southwest (OSW) in the children’s opera “GASP!” and the upcoming OSW opera 
“Carmen.” She also travels with Opera Unlimited as Hansel in “Hansel and Gretel” for opera out-reach to 
school age children. Congratulations, Jamie!
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Black 47 Celebrate Deliciously Delirious Old School 
 Rock ‘n Reel on Bankers and Gangsters 

Bill Nevins (bill_nevins@yahoo.com)  
Bankers and Gangsters 
United for Opportunity Records (www.UFOmusic.com, www.black47.com)   
  
 Black 47, the quintessential Irish-American rockers, have travelled a long, raucous road since starting 
out twenty years ago in a seedy lower Manhattan tavern. They’ve been on MTV, on the cover of Time and 
Newsweek, on most all the TV talk shows, and they continue to tour constantly. Their songs have been used on 
movie soundtracks and in Irish history courses at colleges and schools, and their fans just keep coming back, 
show after show, bringing new fans along, spanning generations and geography. 
 A few years ago, during a period of band transition, leader Larry Kirwan confided, "We’re going more 
musical, if anything." That they did. Bankers and Gangsters, the latest Black 47 CD–their 14th–is solid proof of 
that. 
 After their stunning but grimly topical 2008 CD, Iraq (which emphasized Kirwan’s insightful lyrics and 
fierce political dedication), Bankers and Gangsters brings the Black 47 rhythm and horn sections–and the 
band’s devilish sense of humor—front and center. The result is a great dancing and drinking record, worthy of a 
band whose live shows (as documented in the Home Team Productions DVD, Black 47 New Year’s Eve Live at 
Connolly’s) are legends of riotous joy and Irish-flavored madness. It’s a St. Paddy’s Day gift to all Celtic 
dervishes scattered through barrooms and ballrooms everywhere across America. (And when will Black 47 
come back out west to our Colorado and New Mexico dance halls again? After the fantastically memorable 
packed Pogues show last fall in Denver, that would be the best tasty Irish rockin’ follow up.) 
 Like their earlier roots-rock album, Green Suede Shoes (one of my personal favorites), Bankers and 
Gangsters keeps the reels reelin’ and the rock ‘n roll rollin’. It’s one wild party, with Kirwan blasting along on 
his Strat over the melodic cacophony of Geoff Blythe’s fearless sax, Fred Parcell’s jazzy trombone and Joe 
Mulvanerty’s wild uileann pipes and flutes. Joe "Bearclaw" Burcaw, the latest but far from least recruit to the 
Black 47 crew, keeps it all grounded and real with his muscular bass playing, while Thomas Hamlin’s edgy 
drum style, honed in his years on the CBGB scene and in a host of Manhattan combos, just keeps the beats 
flowing in a most mysteriously infectious way. Damned fine musical fun, rebel rock to the core. 
 That’s not to say that Larry Kirwan’s witty, thoughtful lyrics are neglected on this CD. In fact, he’s 
come up with some of his best writing yet, and as always he delivers his words with convincing passion and 
fire. When Kirwan adopts the persona of the half-mad historic Irish war chief "Red Hugh" O’Donnell, you can 
feel the blood boiling in that legendary fanatic heart. Typically, Kirwan did his scholarly research to come up 
with this song, and in the notes available on www.black47.com, he remarks on the striking similarities between 
the sixteenth century Irish hero Red Hugh and the martyred leader of Afghanistan’s anti-Taliban fighters, 
Ahmad Shah Massoud. 
 Larry Kirwan’s always had an eye for the resonance of history and legend in contemporary events. The 
centerpiece of Black 47's Iraq was "Battle of Fallujah," which conjured eerie suggestions of epic ancient war-
poems like The Illiad and the The Tain. Here, in the title track, he skewers the racketeer financiers who wrecked 
our economy while he keeps a satiric laughing roar alive and dancing–like a true savage Irish bard, visioning 
the dark of human greed and summoning the light of human joy. Turning and turning in the widening gyre, as 
Yeats might say. Indeed, Kirwan summons up the misty Irish spirits of Yeats and James Joyce themselves in a 
surreal tune named after both literary masters. And he name checks the likes of Lester Bangs, Jimi Hendrix and 
other rock ‘n roll saints on "Long Hot Summer" and "The Lost Hendrix Tapes," while the band respectfully 
references The Kinks on "Celtic Rocker," an hilarious send up of the musical sub genre which Black 47, 
admittedly, originated. 
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The song "Rosemary (Nelson)" pays well deserved tribute to a brave, self-less lawyer slain during the not-yet-
ended Irish Troubles, while "That Summer Dress," "One Starry Night" and "The Islands" nod to the beauty of 
all women and the sweet pain of love, and seem destined to pull many a nostalgic tear from listeners to water 
their pints of stout and red ale. Then Kirwan returns to lighter fare with "Izzy’s Irish Rose," an uptempo venture 
into that cross-cultural musical territory recently explored delightfully by Mick Moloney on his own CD, "If It 
Wasn’t for the Irish and the Jews." Black 47's unique take on klezmer music is not to be missed! 
 The album closes with "Bas in Eireann," a song from the intriguing Irish-Australia emigration musical 
play that Kirwan has been working on in collaboration with novelist Tom Keneally. The multi-talented Kirwan 
is also releasing his latest novel, Rockin’ the Bronx this spring. It’s a tale of music, romantic conflict, late night 
stands–and Irish inflected rock ‘n roll. Sounds like a Black 47 bash, if ever there was one! 
 Grab a copy of Rockin’ the Bronx, a pint or two, and settle back to give Bankers and Gangsters a few 
listens–it gets better each time around! You’ll have yourself a fine St. Patrick’s Season with Black 47 on hand. 
  

Paul’s Irish Cooking Corner 
By Paul McDonough 

This month’s featured recipes: SODA BREADS! 
  
 Baking Soda is a naturally occurring chemical in nature which has a reaction with water and this 
reaction gives off a gas. This gas can be trapped inside flour paste and aerate the paste (AKA, make it rise). 
From this reaction, we get bread, pancakes, waffles, muffins, scones, pan bread (English muffins?), biscuits and 
so on. The gas also imparts a unique flavor to the breads, depending upon how much is used. 
  The main problem with using baking soda is that the reaction is rather quick. In three to five minutes 
after the water is introduced, it has released all the gas. This is why soda bread has to get into an oven so fast. If 
you don’t get it in there, you’ll end up with a flour brick (which makes a great doorstop).  
 To make baking breads easier, baking powder was developed. Baking powder is primarily baking soda 
and a few other chemicals added to slow down the reaction. So, in most present day soda bread recipes, you see 
both used: baking powder to make the bread rise slowly, and baking soda to impart its unique flavor. Other 
ingredients like buttermilk, butter, sugar, etc. can be added to change the flavor and the type of bread you 
desire. 
 Here are three recipes for Soda bread; one plain, one fancy, and the last developed in an attempt to copy 
B&M Brown Bread. If you try them, please follow the instructions exactly, especially for the basic soda bread. 
 

Basic Soda Bread (This recipe makes a small one-pound loaf.) 
 
Turn the oven on to 350 degrees—now—before you assemble anything else. This is pre-heating the oven (a 
must do). Then get a BIG mixing bowl and a greased baking sheet, 8” cake pan, or 8” cast iron skillet (this 
works best so the bread will not get burnt on the bottom). Mix the following dry ingredients in the bowl:  
§§§§  2 cups (16 fluid oz.) unbleached flour (the fewer chemicals in the flour, the more you taste the baking soda) 
§§§§  1 rounded teaspoon baking soda 
§§§§  1 teaspoon salt (sea salt works good) 
§§§§  Optional: ¼ cup (2 fluid oz.) raisins and/or 1 rounded teaspoon caraway seeds 
 
Add to the dry mix ¾ cup (6 fluid oz.) buttermilk (or warm water, but buttermilk tastes better), mix quickly and 
thoroughly (the dough should be stiff enough to form into a ball), place it on greased pan of your choice and put 
in the oven within three minutes. Bake for 30 to 45 minutes until done. Tradition is 5 to 7 minutes into cooking, 
cut a shallow cross in the top of the bread. Check for doneness with toothpick or bamboo kabob skewer—poke 
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 it and it should come out clean. Let it cool on a baker’s rack (in the 
open air for a hard crust; wrap in a towel for a softer crust). 
 

Mamie Donovan’s Sunday Soda Bread: 
 
Pre-heat the oven to 350 degrees (a must do!). Get a BIG mixing bowl, 2 
greased 8” cake pans, or 1 greased 10” deep dish cast iron skillet (best 
for preventing burn on the bottom), or a bundt pan (which will cook the 
bread faster since there is no middle to it). Mix the following dry 
ingredients: 
§§§§  4 cups (32 fluid oz.) unbleached flour 
§§§§  1 cup (8 fluid oz.) white cane sugar 
§§§§  1 tablespoon caraway seeds 
§§§§  1 teaspoon baking soda 
§§§§  1 teaspoon salt 
§§§§  4 teaspoons baking powder 
§§§§  1 cup raisins 
 
In a blender, mix the following: 
§§§§  4 large eggs 
§§§§  1 tablespoon cooking oil or melted margarine 
§§§§  2 cups (16 fluid oz.) buttermilk 
 
Mix the wet ingredients into the dry mixture. Beat thoroughly, but no 
more than 5 minutes. Pour batter equally into two pans or into a bundt 
pan or 10” cast iron skillet. Bake for 45 to 60 minutes until done. Check for doneness with toothpick or bamboo 
kabob skewer. Let it cool on a baker’s rack. Open air for hard crust. Wrap in a towel for a softer crust. 
 

Paul McDonough’s Boston Irish 
Brown Bread 
 
Brew up a pot of STRONG coffee, save 12 
fluid oz. and let it go cold. Pour out two 4-oz 
glasses of Irish Cream Liquor. Pour one glass 
into the coffee and save for the bread. Drink 
the other.�  Mix the following dry ingredients: 
§§§§  4 cups (32 fluid oz.) whole wheat flour 
§§§§  2/3 cup of powdered buttermilk 
§§§§  1 cup (8 fluid oz.) dark brown cane sugar 
§§§§  1 teaspoon baking soda 
§§§§  1 teaspoon salt 
§§§§  4 teaspoons baking powder 
§§§§  1 cup raisins (add another ½ cup if you like raisins) 
 
In a blender, mix the following: 
§§§§  4 large eggs 

The place to find a variety of 
Celtic items: 

 jewelry, wall hangings, books 
to loan, and more! 

Professional §  Reliable §  Neat §  Fair Prices 
Call Dennis: 892-6446 or 350-1242 

Bonded NM 358332  §   In business since 1992 
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§§§§  1/3 cup dark molasses 
§§§§  1 tablespoon cooking oil or melted margarine 
§§§§  2 cups (16 fluid oz.) of the coffee/Irish Cream mixture (12 oz coffee and 4 oz Irish Cream)   
 
Mix the wet ingredients into the dry mixture. Beat thoroughly, but no more than 5 minutes. Pour batter equally 
into 2 pans or into a bundt pan or 10” cast iron skillet. Bake for 45 to 60 minutes until done. Check for doneness 
with toothpick or bamboo kabob skewer. Let it cool on a baker’s rack, open air for hard crust, wrapped in a 
towel for soft.  
 

The Reel Thing by The Dancer 
  

Cead mile failte from Dundalk! 
 
 
 

The Bookshelf 
 

The Arctic Fox, by David Murphy 
 
The Shackleton of his day, Leopold McClintock (1819-1907), from Dundalk, County 
Louth, was the best-known Arctic explorer of the Victorian era. He undertook four major 
voyages, epic sledge journeys, and was the first to bring definite information on the lost 
Franklin party.  
 This fascinating tale starts when he enlisted in 1831, not yet twelve years old. He 
began exploration in 1848 on the Enterprise expedition to the Arctic with Ross, the first 
in search of Franklin. As a first lieutenant on the Assistance and Resolute expeditions, he 
made epic sledge journeys, over-wintered twice and discovered Prince Patrick Island. At 
the request of Lady Franklin, he commanded the Fox in 1857 to search for the Franklin 

party. By 1859, he had found written records and human remains on King William Island after Eskimos told 
him of a shipwreck and survivors. In 1859 he sailed home with the news that all members of the Franklin 
expedition had perished. McClintock’s account of the expedition became a bestseller.  
 His later naval career was a succession of promotions. After his death in 1907, a memorial plaque was 
unveiled at Westminster, his portrait was hung in the National Portrait Gallery in London, and the McClintock 
Channel in the Arctic was named after him. 

 
The Site 

Dundalk, Co. Louth (my home town) 

 Dundalk is situated at the northern end of 
County Louth on Ireland's east coast and lies midway 
between Dublin and Belfast. The town is bordered on 
the northern side by the Cooley Mountains, on the east 
by the waters of Dundalk Bay and on the south and 
west by rolling hills (or drumlins).  
 The Celts arrived in Ireland around 500 BC, 
having colonised most of Europe. The group that 
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settled in North Louth were known as the Conaille Muirtheimhne (they took their name from Conaill Carnagh, 
legendary chief of the Red Branch Knights of Ulster). Their land now forms upper and lower Dundalk.  
 Situated in one of the most historic and scenic parts of Ireland, the name Dundalk comes from the Gaelic 
Dún Dealgan (Fort of Dealga). Dealga was a local chieftain of pre-Celtic origin, and the fort was located at 
Castletown mount, which is closely associated with the famous mythical warrior Cú Chulainn. Cú Chulainn is 
just one of the famous Irish legends and epics based in the landscape here, joining Saint Patrick, Fionn 
MacCumhaill, the Vikings, the Normans, and Cromwell in leaving their indelible marks on the local landscape. 
One of the lasting features they left behind is the Proleek Dolmen (the cap stone weighs 40 tons!!) at 
Ballymascanlon, on the northern side of Dundalk, which attracts the interest of both local people and visitors 
every year. Dundalk had been originally developed as an unwalled Sráid Bhaile (meaning village; translated 
literally as "street townland"). The streets passed along a gravel ridge, which runs from the present-day Bridge 
Street in the North, through Church Street, to Clanbrassil Street, to Earl Street, and finally to Dublin Street.  
 In 1169, the Normans arrived in Ireland and set about conquering large areas. By 1185, a Norman 
nobleman named Bertram de Verdun erected a manor house at Castletown Mount and subsequently obtained 
the town's charter in 1189. Another Norman family, the De Courcys, settled in the Seatown area of Dundalk, the 
"Nova Villa de Dundalke." Both families assisted in the fortification of the town, building walls and other 
fortifications in the style of a Norman fortress. The town of Dundalk was developed as it lay close to an easy 
bridging point over the Castletown River and as a frontier town on the northern extremities of the Pale.  
 In 1236, Bertram’s granddaughter, Rohesia, commissioned Castle Roche to fortify the region, and to 
offer protection from the Irish territory of Ulster. In the 17th century, Lord Limerick (later James Hamilton, 1st 
Earl of Clanbrassil) created the modern town we know today. He was responsible for the construction of streets 
leading to the town centre. In addition to the demolition of the old walls and castles, he had new roads laid out 
eastwards of the principal streets. The most important of these new roads connected a newly laid-down Market 
Square, which still survives, with a linen and cambric factory at its eastern end, adjacent to what was once a 
British Army cavalry and artillery barracks (now Aiken Military Barracks).  
 In the 19th century, the town grew in importance and many industries were set up in the local area. This 
development was helped considerably by the opening of railways, the expansion of the docks area (or “Quay”), 
and the setting up of a board of commissioners to run the town. The town's first rail links were to Dublin in 
1849 and Belfast in 1850, placing the town on the main line between these two cities. Further railway links 
opened to Derry by 1859 and Greenore in 1873.  
 The partition of Ireland in May 1921 turned Dundalk into a border town and the Dublin–Belfast main 
line into an international railway. The Irish Free State opened customs and immigration facilities at Dundalk to 
check goods and passengers crossing the border by train. In the 20th century, Dundalk's secondary railway links 
were closed: first the line to Greenore in 1951 and then that to Derry in 1957. Dundalk continued as a market 
town, a regional centre, a centre of administration and a manufacturing centre during the first fifty years of Irish 
Independence. During the Northern Troubles period, it became a key security centre. The introduction of 
competition after Ireland joined the Common Market revealed that local manufacturing enterprises were unable 
to deal with foreign competition and Dundalk lost much employment. This created social problems and an 
environment where many adopted extreme political stances, often in tandem with developments in the 
nationalist community of nearby Northern Ireland. It was in this period that Dundalk earned the nickname “El 
Paso,” after the American border town of the same name in Texas. The emergence of the Celtic Tiger 
investment boom resulted in rapid economic development in Dundalk, and the town continued to grow in the 
20th century. Today many fine international companies have factories in Dundalk, from food-processing to 
high-tech computer components, including Heinz, National Pen, Panasonic, and Harp Lager (which is brewed in 
the Great Northern Brewery) If you think experts are expensive . . . wait and see what amateurs cost you.  
 
And to conclude: Well that’s all folks. Until the next time: A wise person knows that they don’t know 
everything. “Keep the faith!”  

Tom Quinn 
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         Saturday, March 13th, 2010 
1:00-5:30 PM at the GAC Hall (4821 Menaul NE) 

$5 Adults; $2 Children 2 - 12 (under 2: free) 
 

Featured Entertainment: 
 

Friends Forever (1:00 – 2:00) 
Michael & Donna Coy, Andy Moss and Chris Nelson 

 
McTeggart Step Dancers (2:30 – 3:00) 

 
Audience Participation Ceili Dancing with Norita (3:00 – 3:30) 

 
Anslover Family (3:45 – 4:15) 

Emily, John and Jamie 
 

Rye Creek (4:30 – 5:30) 
Ray Darnell, Terry Axline, Ron Trellue, Catherine Hubbard and Mike Murphy 

 
MC: Ellen Dowling 
Sound: Jim Brauer 

 

Pot Luck! 
         
Please bring a dish to share and/or 
a cake to donate to the cake walk. 

 
 

 
Cash bar provided by the German-American Club 

 
For more information, contact Suzanne Taichert at 823-4788 (susawin@mac.com)  

 

Parking Information: 
 
You may park at the GAC, or 
any of the side streets 
(Monroe, Quincy, Manzano) 
or at McKesson’s (across 
Menaul). Do NOT park at 
Samon’s, or the typewriter 
store next to the GAC. 
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Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
§§§§  McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 8 AM to 1 PM at the Lloyd Shaw 
Dance Center, 5506 Coal SE. Call 866-5867 for information or visit our web site at 
www.irishdancenm.org.  

§§§§  Tir Conaill  Irish Dance Academy, Saturdays at The Elite Dance Studio, 701 Osuna. 
Call 379-3753 or visit www.tirconaillacademy.com for further information.  

§§§§  Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:00 PM, $2.00. No experience necessary! 
Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708.  

§§§§  Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 

 
Celtic Jam Session at Page One Bookstore (Juan Tabo and Montgomery): 
Every Thursday, 6:45 to 8:45 PM. Admission free. Everyone invited! For info, contact Chuck Butler 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com)  
 
Celtic Music at O’Niell’s: 
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O’Niell’s, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central & 
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
§§§§  Celtic jam on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of each month, from 11 AM to 2 PM. Two Fools is located at 
3211 Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com).  

§§§§  The Roger Landes ITM (Irish Traditional Music) Session, every second Saturday of the month from 3:00 to 
5:00 PM. Roger Landes hosts this relaxed, performance-style session. Come on out and hear some high quality 
Irish traditional music! 

§§§§  For all the news about what’s going on at Two Fools, visit www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can 
read their monthly newsletter. 

 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web 
�  The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Mondays at 10:00 PM. 
 
�  Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 
 
�  Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/ Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated Irish Radio service 
available on the net.  
 

Celtic Connections: For general information about Celtic events going on around the West, visit 
http://www.celticconnection.com/. Food, humor, books, sports, history and much more! 



Irish Times       MAR 2010 
 

 14 

Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic Musicians/Performers! 
 
 

The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety of 
instruments, including vocals. 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals. Contact: Kathy Wimmer 
(293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
Blarneystone 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867) 
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 
 
Mac-Tire of Skye Pipes and Drums 
Pipe Major Suzanne “Aden” Lumb 
Phone: (505) 977-0097 
Email: desertpiper@yahoo.com 
 
Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
“Tunes of Glory” for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 
 

Saoirse (“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”) 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Jamie Elizabeth Foster 
Soprano available for all events. Contact Jamie at 505-
323-1309. 
 
Irish DJ 
Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music 
Contact: Mike Foley 858-1047 (Aulsod@aol.com) 
 
Fonn Sona (“Happy Melody”) 
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
Rye Creek  
Folk, Irish, western, and good old mountain music. 
Contact: Ron Trellue (292-7369) or Terry Axline (293-
8924) taxline@cabq.gov. 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Michele’s Harp  
765-1288 (tmbuchs@gmail.com)  
 
Celtic Coyotes 
Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and 
Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan 
celticcoyotes@yahoo.com (710-0583). 
 
Michael and Donna Coy 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, and 
Traditional (296-2017) 
 

Irish Musician/Instrument Repair 
Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of guitar, 
bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer dulcimer, 
mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keith Coleman, 
keith@wckc.us  
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Calendar of Events 
 

IAS/IHC Events 
Date Day What 

March 13 Saturday IAS St. Patrick’s Day Party at the GAC, 1 – 5:30 PM at the GAC. (See 
first page and flyer on p. 12.) 

April 9 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7:00 PM at the GAC. Presentation 
by Tom MacMahon on “Scots and Irish, Kissing Cousins?” 

 
Celtic/GAC Events 

March 11 Thursday Battlefield Band, South Broadway Cultural Center, 1025 Broadway SE,  
7:30 PM. Tickets are $20 advance, $25 day of show. Tickets available 
from ampconcerts.org, Bookworks or Natural Sound. Under the banner 
“Forward With Scotland’s Past,” Battlefield Band play Scottish music of 
rare passion and joy on a unique fusion of ancient and modern 
instruments—bagpipe, fiddle, synthesizer, guitar, cittern, flute, bodhran 
and accordion. (Artist web site: http://www.battlefieldband.co.uk/) 

March 19 Friday Martin Hayes & Dennis Cahill, The Cooperage, 7220 Lomas Blvd NE 
(just east of Louisiana), 8:00 PM. (Doors at 6:30 PM.) Tickets are $15 
advance, $20 day of show. Tickets available from ampconcerts.org, 
Bookworks and Natural Sound. Martin Hayes epitomizes the fiddle 
music of County Clare for many people. In 1997, he and master guitarist 
Dennis Cahill released their first duet album. (http://martinhayes.com)  

March 27 Saturday Concert by Canadian Quintet Enter the Haggis, South Broadway 
Cultural Center, Performance 8:00 PM. Tickets: Adults $5.50/Child $3. 
Call 848-1320 for more information. 

April 2 – 25 Weekends The Beauty Queen of Lenane, by Irish playwright Martin McDonagh. 
Thursdays & Friday 8:00 PM, Saturdays 6:00 PM, Sundays 2:00 PM. All 
tickets $16. Reservations and info: 505-243-0596, 
reservations@motherroad.org, http://www.motherroad.org . 

April 19 Monday Jerry Barlow, acclaimed Celtic fingerstyle guitarist, at the Rio Rancho 
Loma Colorado Library, 755 Loma Colorado Drive NE (505/891-5013) 
at 6:30 PM. The concert is free and open to the public. 

 
The Ronald McDonald House  

Fundraiser Project 
  
 We are still collecting the pull-tabs for the Ronald McDonald House here in 
Albuquerque (managed by IAS member Sharon Nolen). Thanks to Eunice & Pete Foley, 
Mark Meadows, Terry & Becky Meadows, Emmett O'Sullivan and Mary Diamond for the 
bags of pull-tabs. 
        Norita  
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            P.O. Box 13435 
  Albuquerque, New Mexico 87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed? Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to ���������	
�����
���������   

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


