
  

 
 
                Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
    www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  

Next Event: Sunday, March 15th, 1:30 PM 
 
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July 
and August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-
American Club (GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 

 

It’s that Time of Year to Show New Mexico  
 You Are Proud to Be Irish! 

 
We have three big events for you to attend in the magical month of March—

three opportunities to demonstrate your love of your Irish heritage (and to demonstrate 
your support of your IAS). 

The first event is the Irish Heritage Center’s Annual Fund Raising 
Event on Saturday, March 7th, at the Chamisa Hills Country Club in Rio Rancho. (See 
details on p.7.)  

The second is the 10th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade, on Saturday, 
March 14th. (See details on p.6.) In past years, a very small group of truly dedicated Irish folk have participated 
in this annual parade. It’s a great deal of fun, and the crowds lining the sidewalks on the route are always 
enthusiastic and happy to see us. But each year we worry that we won’t have enough folks to carry our flags 
(Irish, NM, and US) or our banner. St. Patrick’s Day is THE Irish event of the year. Won’t you please plan to 
come march with us and show the citizens of New Mexico that we are PROUD to be Irish?!?!?! 

The third event is our Annual St. Patrick’s Party, Sunday, March 15th, at the GAC. (See flyer on 
p. 11.) As usual, we will have some of the finest Celtic musicians in town (Shenanigans, Saiorse) as well as 
traditional step dancing and participatory Ceili dancing. And there will be corned beef sandwiches and Irish 
stew and lots of yummy desserts for sale.  

Speaking of those yummy desserts, we are again asking that 
our members help raise funds for the IAS by donating a dessert to 
the St. Pat’s Party: Irish Soda Bread, cookies, cakes, pies, anything 
you love to bake (or buy; store-bought is good, too!)  

And of course we need lots of volunteers to help us pull this 
party off: door helpers, decorators, set up and clean up folks, etc. If 
you can help, please let St. Pat’s Chair Suzanne Taichert 
(susawin@mac.com, 823-4788) know.  

Remember: These events are open to IAS members AND their 
guests! So please pass the word to everyone you know that the IAS has the BEST St. Pat’s events going! 

IRISH TIMES 
MARCH 2009 

A gentle reminder . . .  
 
If you have not renewed your 
IAS membership for the 2009 
membership year, this is your 
LAST newsletter.� 
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Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 

 
Would you like to place an ad in the 
Irish Times newsletter? Business-
card-sized ads are a mere $5 a month. 
Larger-sized ads can be negotiated 
with the editor, Ellen Dowling 
(edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-

1700). You can also put a “click-through” ad on the 
web site of the IAS (www.irishamericansociety-
nm.com) at no extra charge. To put your ad online, 
contact Webmaster Ken Callahan 
(kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.c
om 

615-
7732 

VP-East Mike Briody 
michael.briody@lmco.com  

281-
6738 

VP-West Rose Marie Keating  
rkeating14@comcast.net  

352-
2195 

Treasurer Cathy Lybrand 
cathy.lybrand@qinetiq-na.com   

299-
0521 

Secretary Maureen Canavan  
maureencanavan@yahoo.com 

872-
0528 

Board Suzanne Taichert 
susawin@mac.com 

823-
4788 

Board Natalie Sherman 
asherman34@comcast.net 

299-
0158 

Board Jay Vandersloot 
jayvandersloot@yahoo.com 

362-
1733 

Past 
President 

Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

897-
9032 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@BasicISP.net  

881-
4847 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

President Malachy Mahon 
almal@cableone.net  

514-
9782 

Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.
com 

615-
7732 

Director Fred Kelly 
Bkelly9335@aol.com 

250-
0867 

Director Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Director Joe Joyce 771-
2131 

Director Darlene Rice 828-
2903 

Director Bill Nevins 
nevins_bill@yahoo.com   

 

The Irish-American Society is a non-profit, non-
political, and non-sectarian organization devoted 
to furthering Irish-American relations through 
education, travel, recreation, charity, music, and 
dance.  
 
Membership is open to everyone and we 
encourage your support and participation. Dues 
are $20.00 for an individual and $25.00 for a 
family. For more information, please call 
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 298-2708. 
 

Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
Heritage Center, Inc. Board of Directors 
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President’s Message 
Dear IAS Members, 
 
Thank you to all the IAS members who attended the February meeting! We again had some generous donations 
for the APS Clothing Bank.  
 
March is a full month of Irish special events, and the IAS board hopes the members participate in what is being 
offered in the community: 

♣ Monday, March 2nd O’Neill’s Pub is having a “Celtic Open Mike” night so come out and join the fun. 
♣ Saturday, March 7th the Irish Heritage Board is featuring Michael Patrick Gallagher (World Champion Irish 

Dancer, lead for Riverdance for 7 years, and featured on “Dancing with the Stars” in 2008) and Tir Conaill 
Irish Dance Academy of New Mexico at a “Very Irish and Fun Evening of Music, Dancing, Food and Fun” at 
the Chamisa Country Club in Rio Rancho. Call Kate Nash at 615-7732 or Malachy Mahon at 514-9782 for 
information on tickets. 

♣ Saturday, March 14th is the 11th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Jerry Scroggins has tickets for the corn beef 
dinner for sale that is held after the parade at the VFW post. Please support Jerry in his efforts. For more 
information call Jerry Scroggins at 294-2941. We hope you can come out and carry a banner for IAS or just 
be part of the parade in your St. Pat’s green. 

♣ Sunday, March 15th is the IAS St. Pat’s Party featuring music, dancing, food, and more fun. Admission is 
$5.00 for adults; $2.00 for children ages 2 thru 12. We will be selling Irish stew and corned beef sandwiches. 
We hope to have more surprises too!!! 

         Please read through your newsletter for 
more details on the above events and feel free to 
call or email for more information. Also, please 
renew your membership, as it is what keeps us 
alive as the most significant Irish Society in New 
Mexico! 
 Hope to see you at the St. Patrick’s Day 
(Month) Events!!! 

Kate Nash 

A Message from Patricia 
Anderson: 
 
To all of my GAC & IAS friends: 
THANKS for the super 70+ 
birthday party, the lovely gifts, the 
many cards, AND the grrreat 
potluck. It was a wonderful day! 
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Céad Mile Fáilte 
 
A 100,000 welcomes to our newest members: Katharine Kelsey, Patrick Maher & Family, Bruce & Cindy 
Miller, Kathy Coyne Navarette, Eric Schaeffer and Julie Dillard, and Barbara Stewart. 
 And welcome back to Pete Saavadera, Cordy Garcia, Tim Coughenour & Moya McGuill & Family, 
Doug Flammang, and Paul Pino! 
 As of February 20th, the Irish American Society has 84 family members (times 2) and 90 single 
members. This is a total of 258 members for the 2009 membership year. 
 And also: The IAS has many boxes of our sweat shirts. Irish-American Society circling a colorful IRISH 
design is on the front. The shirts are $7.50, or 2 for $15. This month would be a great time to purchase these 
warm shirts and just in time for ALL of the St. Patrick's Day activities, especially the parade. 
 Sizes left: Large (10 grey); XLarge (1 maroon, 1 grey, 2 black, 7 green); XXLarge (1 grey, 1 green); 
XXXLarge (1 grey). Interested? Call/email me. 
 If  the IAS can't sell them, they will be donated to the needy. 

Norita  Callahan                                 
 noraabq@yahoo.com     298-2708 

 
Flowers of the Forest: IAS member and friend, Michael Coyne, passed away peacefully 
in his sleep on February 1, 2009. Michael was very interested in his Irish genealogy and often 
related interesting tidbits of info re: Ireland and numerous other subjects to his IAS/GAC 
friends. Sincere condolences to his loving family. Michael will be missed. 
 
May He Rest In Peace. 
 

 

IAS Treasurer’s Report – January 2009 
Cathy Lybrand, Treasurer 

Category  Income Category   Expenses 
Membership Dues 1590.00 St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

Entry Fee 
20.00 

IAS Sales  35.00 Print Express (Newsletter)    240.79 
  Honorarium  50.00 
    

Total Income 1625.00 Total Expenses    310.79  
                  
 January 1 Beginning Balance 6404.09 
  Income  1625.00 

  Expenses 310.79 
 January 31 Ending Balance 7718.30 
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 IAS Member Meeting Minutes 
Friday, February 13, 2009 

 
President Kate Nash called the meeting to order with detailed St. Pat’s information: 
 
 At the St. Patrick’s Day Party on March 15 (at the GAC), food will be provided by the Irish Heritage 
Center Board, with proceeds to be equally divided between the IHC and the IAS. Tickets will be sold for the 
meal at a cost of $5 per person; children age 2 to 12 years $2. Dessert is a separate ticket. Entertainment will be 
Shenanigans, Tir Conaill step dancers, and Saoirse. Doors will open at 1:30 to 5:30. Suzanne Taichert will take 
care of signs for food pricing. [See the flyer on p. 11 for more information.] 
 The St. Pat’s Parade is scheduled for Saturday March 14th. IAS members are needed to participate! 
 Members were notified that Irish Heritage Center Board is sponsoring a performance by Michael Patrick 
Gallagher of Riverdance fame on May 7th at the Chamisa Country Club in Rio Rancho. There will also be 
pipers and other music to entertain. [See flyer on p. 7 for more information.] 
 March 2nd is Open Mike Night at O’Niell’s Pub. 
 Board member Rose Marie Keating informed us that the by-laws are undergoing some changes and she 
will have these updates out to the members by April 4th for review. 
 Norita Callahan gave the membership report: 80 family members and 87 singles, for a total of 247 
members. 
 At this point the business end of the meeting was closed by John Murray. 

Respectfully submitted, Maureen Canavan, Secretary 2009 
 

Celtic Fire Irish Dance Performance 
 
 Tired of cramming your way into the over-
crowded, loud and noisy pubs on Saint Patrick’s Day? 
Don’t relish the idea of your favorite holiday turning into 
an exercise in crowd-control? Well, the McTeggart 
School of Irish Dance has come up with a solution to your 
dilemma!   
 More than 40 of Albuquerque’s finest Irish 
dancers will be performing on Friday, March 20th at 
Highland High School’s Performing Arts Center. The 
performance has something for everyone: From the 
adorable young dancers, to the national award-winning 
Championships, to the always-brave parent dancers—this 
night is guaranteed to make you want to “get your jig 
on” like never before! Dancers will perform both soft 
shoe (ghillie) dances as well as the traditional (and 

wonderfully loud) hard shoe dances you’ve come to love. Live music will punctuate the dance performances 
courtesy of both local Irish performers, as well as some of the McTeggart School’s own students.   
 For less than a pint of Guinness ($5 for adults, $2 for seniors and children under 10) you can sit 
comfortably and be treated to the finest Irish Dance New Mexico has to offer; and if you still want to hit the 
pubs after, well, that’s up to you! Tickets will be sold at the door, and seating will be on a first-come, first-
served basis. Doors open at 6:30 PM with the performance starting at 7 PM sharp. Don’t miss this fantastic 
performance!! 

Catherine O’Reilly, Age 5 Mark O’Reilly, Age 8 
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St. Patrick’s Day Parade – Saturday, March 14th, 2009 
 
The parade organizer, Jerry Scoggins, requests that 
everyone be “ready to roll and in line” for the parade 
by 10 AM. The meeting place is a dirt lot on the 
south side of Gibson just west of the intersection of 
San Mateo & Gibson SE. The lot is between San 
Mateo and the Truman Gate at Kirkland AFB. 
 DECORATORS NEEDED @ 9:30 AM!!! 
THIS year the IAS will have a 1968 fire engine, 
which will be in the parade with our IAS marchers. 
The fire truck seats 5 people (in bolted chairs) with 
room for people standing. Additional people can 
sit/stand on a running board and 2 people can sit in 
the cab. 
 The IAS needs 3 people to carry the flags 
and about 5 people to carry the IAS banner and lots 

of walkers with their Blackthorn Sticks, Irish sweaters, wee Irish flags, top hats et al. As in the past, the Irish 
dogs will march with us. It’s fun - short parade route. 
 If you don’t walk or ride on the fire truck, then set up your chairs on the parade route (Truman Gate to 
the NM Veteran’s War Memorial on Louisiana, SE) and cheer us on! 
 IF YOU WANT TO RIDE on the fire truck, please call/email me, thanks. 

                                                      Norita (298-2708) noraabq@yahoo.com 

 
And Before and After the Parade . . . 

 
The 11th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade and festivities will be held at the VFW Post 401, 2011 Girard SE.  We 
will start the day with a pre-parade continental breakfast in the morning. 
  The breakfast tickets are $4.00 per person. We will start serving at 8:15 AM. There will be a ceremony 
presentation beginning at 8:45 AM to honor our past Grand Marshals, Grand Marshal, our Military who have 
paid the ultimate sacrifice, our Military in harm’s way, our Police, Firemen, EMTs and POWS/MIAs. Limited 
seating  available. Please make reservations. 
 The corned beef and cabbage dinner and entertainment will start at 11:00 AM back at the VFW Post 
401. Everyone is invited to attend and enjoy our Post facilities and a day of fun with friends. The tickets for 
dinner are $7.00 per person. 

  Any and all questions or if you 
wish to participate, please call Jerry 
Scoggins: H (505)294-2941, cell (505) 
620-6666, or email: 
gr8habujerry@aol.com.  Tickets for both 
events are now on sale.
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The Irish Heritage Center Board of New Mexico Cordially Invites You to . . . 
 

The Annual Fund Raising Event 
 

March 7th from 6 PM to 11 PM 
Chamisa Hills Country Club, Rio Rancho, NM 

 

 
FEATURING PERFORMANCES 

By 
Internationally renowned Irish Dancer 

 

MICHAEL PATRICK MICHAEL PATRICK MICHAEL PATRICK MICHAEL PATRICK 
GALLAGHERGALLAGHERGALLAGHERGALLAGHER    

 
Former World Champion and lead of 

“Riverdance” 
Featured Artist on “Dancing with the Stars” in 

2008 
Dance Instructor with Tir Conaill Academy of 

Irish Dance New Mexico 
 

Music provided 
by 

The O’Connell Street Duet 
 

Food, Pipers, Dancing and More!!!! 
 

Tickets: $ 30.00 
 

Cash bar  
Dress in your “Irish Best” 

 
For tickets call Kate Nash 615-7732 or Malachy Mahon 514-9782 
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 A Message from Norita 
Callahan:  
 THANK YOU, thank you to all who 
SURPRISED me at my 70th birthday “do.” Yes, I 
was surprised when 150+ of you called out the 
happy refrain. Didn’t you notice I almost dropped 
the trifle I was bringing for (ahem) Karaoke Nite 
at the GAC? 
 The conspiritor/planners were Sheri 
Kraemer, Peggy Schmidt, Mike Chavez, and of 
course Ken Callahan. Ken had a picture gallery of 
the 1939 baby “Honora Rita” with my parents, 
early snaps of my sisters and me, and my 
children/grandchildren/friends. He also made a 
lovely bound picture book, “Norita’s 70th Birthday,” with snaps through the years. I knew he was spending a lot 
of time at Smith’s Photo Lab but thought he was preserving old photos on disks. AND the day of . . . he went to 
the gym - 3 hours he was gone and then to Lowe’s for hours . . . to buy a stepstool??? (Sheri had him running 
errands. ☺)   
 The piece d’resistance: Someone yelled “There are MORE people coming in!” I looked and saw 
Michael Begay (son-in-law) and daughter Kathleen, grandkids Jacob, Katie, and Alex from Little Rock, AR. 
with “Aunt” Michelle and Uncle David. Then saw son Patrick carrying newest grandson Aiden from Ocean 
City, MD. (Work/school prevented Karen and Aaron from coming.) IT was a surprise to all - no one knew ANY 
family were coming! Son Sean had a work/travel commitment, else he and Kelly would have been there also. 
Too much!!!! 
 Thanks to Luisa Gignac and others for set-up of incredible array of potluck dishes; Ellen Dowling 
(deleting my email from IAS alert invite . . .so sneaky☺); Ken and Lena Stout for participation in their GAC 
Karaoke Nite, Artie Walsh for calling the Ceili dances . . .and sooo many others - secret very well kept by my 
family, IAS, GAC, my class, Quiddler/bar crowd, +++  . . .UNbelievable! 
 Your gifts were wonderful, thoughtful, and your cards were so special. But, there were some gifts with 
no cards attached: a beautiful bouquet of flowers, a great plant with orange flowers, a big box of stationary, a 
cute “Hug” plaque . . .thanks. BUT please let me know WHO . . .? 
 AGAIN, I was SURPRISED and thanks to each and everyone one of you - my friends - best birthday 
ever!!!!!  

Love, Norita  

     The Reel Thing 
By Tom Quinn (The Dancer) 

Céad mile fàilte from Dundalk!  
 
Beannachtam na Feile Padraig! 
  (Happy St. Patrick’s Day!) 
 
Saint Patrick’s Day Toast   

     
 
  

 

Saint Patrick was a gentleman, 
Who through strategy and stealth, 
Drove all the snakes from Ireland, 
Here’s a toasting to his health. 
But not too many toastings 
Lest you lose yourself and then 
Forget the good Saint Patrick 
And see all those snakes again. 
 



Irish Times          MAR 2009 
         

 9 

Saint Patrick 
 
Much of Patrick’s life is shrouded in mystery and historians differ on the probable 
chronology of the saint’s life. Fortunately, he has left behind two documents, his 
Confession and his Letter to Coroticus, which describe some of his experiences. 
 He was not the first Christian missionary to reach Ireland, but the principal 
credit for converting the pagan island and establishing the Celtic church belongs to 
him. He was the son of a Roman official, Calpurnius, living probably in Wales. As 
a boy of sixteen, Patrick was captured by raiders and sold to an Irish chieftain, 
Milchu. He spent years in slavery, herding sheep on Slemish Mountain in Co. 
Antrim. He escaped following a dream in which a voice told him a ship would be 
waiting to take him to his own country. After a journey of 200 miles he found the 
ship, and was eventually able to return to his family.  
 One night, in a dream, he heard voices calling him back to Ireland. It is 
thought that he studied under Saint Germanus at Auxerre, France, and that his 

mission to Ireland was approved due to the early death of Saint Palladius, who had been sent as a bishop to the 
Irish “believing in Christ” in 431. Consequently, 432 is the traditional date for Patrick’s voyage to Ireland, 
which ended on the shores of Strangford Lough.  
 He quickly made a convert of a local chief named Dichu, who gave him a barn at Saul, Co. Down, for 
his first church. Before long, Patrick made his way to the Hill of Tara, Co. Meath, the seat of the high king of 
Ireland. Arriving on the eve of Easter, he lit a paschal fire on the nearby Hill of Slane. At this time of year, it 
was pagan practice to put out all fires before a new one was lit at Tara. When the druids at Tara saw the light 
from Slane, they warned King Laoghaire that he must extinguish it or it would burn forever.  
 Patrick was summoned to Tara, and on the way he and his followers chanted the hymn known as “The 
Lorica” or “Saint Patrick’s Breastplate.”  Although Laoghaire remained a pagan, he was so impressed by the 
saint that he gave him permission to make converts throughout his realm. Muirchu’s Life of Patrick, written two 
centuries later, describes a contest of magic in which Laoghaire’s druids had to concede victory to the saint. 
 Patrick travelled widely in Ireland, making converts and establishing new churches, though he 
eventually made his headquarters at Armagh. On one occasion he spent the forty days of Lent on a mountain in 
Co. Mayo, which is now called Croagh Patrick. He was harassed by demons in the form of blackbirds, clustered 
so densely that the sky was black, but he continued to pray, and rang his bell to disperse the assailants. An angel 
then appeared to tell the saint that all his petitions for the Irish people would be granted, and that they would 
retain their Christian faith until Judgment Day.  
 There are many legends about Patrick, not least that he banished snakes from Ireland and that he adopted 
the shamrock as a symbol of the Holy Trinity. Patrick’s writings belong to the latter part of his life and confirm 
that he was less learned as a writer than he was persuasive as a speaker. Nonetheless, the Confession, a response 
to criticisms of his mission in Ireland, is a moving revelation of his vocation and of the divine guidance he 
received in dreams. Irish annals give the date of Patrick’s death as 493, but an earlier date of 461 seems more 
likely. Tradition says he died at Saul and was buried at nearby Downpatrick. 
 
 
 
An Irishman’s Toast  

 
 
 

Here’s to the land of the shamrock so green, 
Here’s to each lad and his darlin’ colleen, 
Here’s to the ones we love dearest and most. 
May God bless old Ireland, that’s this Irishman’s toast! 
 
There are many good reasons for drinking, 
One has just entered my head, 
If a man doesn’t drink when he’s living, 
How the hell can he drink when he’s dead? 
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The Bookshelf 
 

The Speckled People, by Cindy Thomson 
 
Hugo Hamilton grew up in Dublin in the 1950s, son of a softly spoken, good-natured 
German mother and an obsessive Irish Nationalist father. His father was obsessed with 
reviving the Irish language: He went around Ireland during war time making speeches for 
Irish neutrality and married Irmgard after the war as part of his plan for “bringing people 

from other countries over to Ireland.” He is an intimidating, sometimes brutal figure, who refuses to 
acknowledge his name in English, and at one stage while he worked for the ESB, he left a large area without 
electricity for days because the correspondence was not addressed to him in his beloved Irish name. 
 The issue of mixed culture is dealt with very well by Hamilton and anyone who is of a dual nationality 
will relate very well with the young boy’s feelings. The parents disagree on how to live. The mother believes in 
laughter and inner strength as a means of survival, a tactic which her own father used to survive under Nazism. 
It is interesting to observe how the parents do not discuss politics even though both their lives have been very 
affected by it. Although the book is written very simply, full of a child’s insights and bewilderments, it is done 
in a very effective way of conveying the deep emotions and isolation associated with emigration and a boy’s 
struggle from a very early age with the idea of identity and conflicting notions of Irish history and German 
history. The way it is told in the language of a child who has not yet learned to query all he observes engages 
the reader all the more. 

The Music Rack 
 
Journeyman, by Gerry O’Connor   
 
This is Dundalk fiddler Gerry O’Connor’s first solo release. His previous releases include 
1987’s Cosa gan Bhróga and 1991’s Lá Lugh, both recorded with his late wife, the singer 
Eithne Ní Uallacháin. Gerry and Eithne went on to release two further albums, Brighid’s Kiss 

and Senex Puer, under the name Lá Lugh, and then there is his contribution as a member of Skylark (with Len 
Graham, Máirtín O’Connor, and Garry Ó Briain) to the four albums which the band released during its ten-year 
career.  
 However, since Eithne’s untimely death in 1999, Gerry has been publicly silent in recording terms, 
though he has continued to teach music, both in County Louth and further afield, and play the odd gig here and 
there. Journeyman, therefore, arrives as a welcome surprise, a much appreciated confirmation that O’Connor’s 
talents remain unsullied, and a reminder that the man remains one of Ireland’s premier fiddlers. His teaching 
skills are also pre-eminent on a set of tunes kicked off by The Day the Ass Ran Away, in the company of his son 
Dónal. Dónal also provides piano accompaniment to tunes such as The Star of Munster while other participating 
musicians include the guitarist Paul McSherry, bodhrán player Martin O’Hare, cellist Neil Martin, and 
accordionist Martin Quinn. However, Journeyman is very much Gerry’s show and one whose excellence is 
reinforced by the care employed in the album’s packaging. The CD is housed in a gatefold Digipak sleeve and 
tune notes and sources are provided both coherently and informatively, with all appropriate credits. 

 
And to conclude, Beannachtam na Feile Padraig Slainte! (Be prepared to toast on St. 
Patrick’s Day!)   
 
Well that’s all folks, until the next time: May your home always be too small to hold all your 
friends.  “Keep the faith!” 
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                        Come Join Us! 

The Irish-American Society’sThe Irish-American Society’sThe Irish-American Society’sThe Irish-American Society’s    
St. Patrick’s Day CelebrationSt. Patrick’s Day CelebrationSt. Patrick’s Day CelebrationSt. Patrick’s Day Celebration    

 
                  Sunday, March 15th, 2009 

                   1:30-6:00PM GAC Hall—4821 Menaul NE 
                                                   $5 Adults; $2 Children 2 - 12 (under 2: free) 

 
Featuring 

 
Shenanigans (1:45 – 3:00) 

Kathy Wimmer, Shelly Andes, Steve Dyer, Lauri Rigler, and Marc Roberts─ 
Vocalists playing guitar, accordion, and harmonica, fiddle 

 
Tir Conaill Academy of Irish Dance (3:15 – 3:45) 

Stepdancers! 
 

Audience Participation Ceili Dancing with Norita 
 

Saoirse (“Sheer-suh,” Irish for “Freedom) (4:00 – 5:30) 
Harlow Pinson, Io Berg, Dan McDermott, John Brinduse, Lisa Nichols,  

Suzanne Taichert, and David Mascarenas─ 
Vocalists playing fiddle, viola, mandolin, concertina, Uillean pipes, pennywhistle, bodhran, banjo, hammered 

dulcimer, guitar, flute, keyboard, and cat paws 
 

 
   MC: Alan Morgan 
   Sound: Jim Brauer 

 
 

            Food Sales  
        (to benefit the Irish Heritage 

Center and the IAS) 
 

Corned Beef Sandwiches with coleslaw and pickle 
OR Irish Stew with roll: $5.00 

Desserts (donated by generous IAS members): $1.00/portion 
 

Cash bar provided by the German-American Club 
 

 

Parking Information: 
 
You may park at the GAC, or 
any of the side streets 
(Monroe, Quincy, Manzano) 
or at McKesson’s (across 
Menaul). Do NOT park at 
Samon’s, or the typewriter 
store next to the GAC. 
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Of Special Interest for All Who Love All 
Things Irish! 
 
The 21st Annual Rio Grande 

 Valley Celtic Festival 
 (May 16 & 17, 2009) 

 
Will Present This Year for the First Time, 

 Played as They are Played in Ireland: 

  Men’s Gaelic Football 

 Ladies’ Gaelic Football 
 Hurling 

 
The athletes will travel to Albuquerque from 
various parts of the country at their own 
expense, such is their eagerness to show you 
Ireland’s great national sports.  
 
If you can help these athletes by sponsoring part 
of their expenses or volunteering to help with 
the games, please contact Colm Matthews at 
293-3299. 
 

Want to discover your Irish  
and Scots-Irish Ancestors? 

 
The Albuquerque Genealogical Society is pleased 
to sponsor an all-day program given by research 
experts of the Ulster Historical Foundation (who 
are on a lecture tour in the U. S.): “Discovering 
Your Irish and Scots-Irish Roots.”  
 This all-day program will be held on 
Wednesday, March 11, 2009, 9:30am – 4:30pm, at 
the Montgomery Church, located at 7201 
Montgomery Blvd. NE, between Louisiana Blvd. 
and Pennsylvania Ave. Registration will include 
an Irish lunch accompanied by Irish music. Cost 
for the seminar is $30 for AGS members and $35 
for non-members until March 7 (afterwards 
$40/$45). 
 For more information and a downloadable 
registration form, please visit the Albuquerque 
Genealogical Society website at 
abqgen.swnet.com or contact Joleen Streit at 
nmjodie@yahoo.com. 
 

A Message from Barbara at Bally Dun Celtic Treasures: 
 
 It has been a long and busy few months for us here at Bally Dun (now ballydun.com). As 
most of you know, we closed our retail shop in Albuquerque on the first of September and are 
exclusively online and at festivals. I just wanted to let everyone know how much we appreciate 
your support during these hard times. 
 I do have the website going, albeit not complete yet. I am always working on it and 
updating it. If you have suggestions for me, please feel free to email me with them! 
 If you are in Albuquerque, you may email me your order and I will schedule a time for you 
to pick it up! No shipping! I haven’t figured out how to do that on the website yet, so it is easiest if 
you email me the order. 
 I also want to tell you that on March 15th, Bally Dun and the Albuquerque Area Firefighters 
will hold the 3rd annual St. Baldrick’s head shaving event for children’s cancer research. This event 
is always a lot of fun, and if the weather isn’t too bad, we actually have a REALLY good time. 
Click here for more information on the event and how to help either as a volunteer, “shavee,” or to 
donate! 
 Look for more updates, website specials and festival schedules soon! 

Slainte, 
Barbara (505-881-2232) 
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 Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
♣♣♣♣ McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 10 AM – noon. Call 866-5867. 
♣♣♣♣ Tir Conaill  Irish Dance Academy, Saturdays at The Elite Dance Studio, 701 Osuna. 
Call 379-3753 or visit www.tirconaillacademy.com  for further information.  

♣♣♣♣ Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:00 PM, $2.00. No 
experience necessary! Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

♣ Celtic de Santa Fe School of Irish Dancing. Classes in Santa Fe and Los Alamos. CRN curriculum. Ages 3 
and up. Email: cdsf@mac.com or call 505-984-1139.  Website: www.celticdestantafe.com 
♣♣♣♣ Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 

 
Celtic Jam Session at Page One Bookstore (Juan Tabo and Montgomery): 
Every Thursday, 6:45 to 8:45 PM. Admission free. Everyone invited! For info, contact Chuck Butler 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com)  
 
Celtic Music at O’Niell’s: 
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O’Niell’s, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central & 
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
Celtic jam on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of each month, from 11 AM to 2 PM. Two Fools is located at 3211 
Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com). For all the news about what’s going on at Two Fools, visit 
www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can read their monthly newsletter. 
 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web 
♣ The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Sundays at 9:00 PM. 
 
♣ Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 
 
♣ Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/  Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated Irish Radio service 
available on the net.   
 
Celtic Connections: For general information about Celtic events going on around the West, visit 
http://www.celticconnection.com/. Food, humor, books, sports, history and much more!  

Special Mini Ceilis 
 (friendly gatherings with live music and dance)  

will be held on the first Wednesday of each month. 
(See the calendar on p.15 for details.) 
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic 
Musicians/Performers! 

 
Canterbury Harps 
Play a variety of Celtic and Renaissance music, in 
costume if requested.  
Contact: Laura Hughes 296-8940 
 
The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety 
of instruments, including vocals. 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals 
Contact: Kathy Wimmer (293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
Blarneystone 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867) 
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 
 
Irish Musician/Instrument Repair 
Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of 
guitar, bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer 

dulcimer, mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keith 
Coleman, keith@wckc.us  
 
Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
“Tunes of Glory” for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 
Saoirse (“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”) 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Jamie Elizabeth Foster 
Soprano available for all events. Contact Jamie at 
505-323-1309. 
 
Irish DJ 
Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music 
Contact: Mike Foley 858-1047 (Aulsod@aol.com) 
 
Fonn Sona (“Happy Melody”) 
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
Rye Creek  
Folk, Irish, western, and good old mountain music. 
Contact: Ron Trellue (292-7369) or Terry Axline 
(293-8924) taxline@cabq.gov. 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Michele’s Harp  
765-1288 (buchanan@cybermesa.com) 
 
Celtic Coyotes 
Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, 
and Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan 
celticcoyotes@yahoo.com (710-0583). 
 
Michael and Donna Coy 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, and 
Traditional (296-2017) 
 

 



Irish Times          MAR 2009 
         

 15 

Calendar of Events 
 

IAS/IHC Events 
Date Day What 

March 7 Saturday Irish Heritage Center’s Annual Fund Raising Event, at the Chamisa 
Hills Country Club in Rio Rancho. (See details on p.7.) 

March 10 Tuesday IAS Board meeting, 7PM at the GAC. All members are invited to attend. 
March 14  Saturday Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 10:30 AM start on Gibson at the 

Truman gate. (See p. 6 for details.) 
March 15 Sunday IAS Annual St. Patrick’s Day Party, 2 – 6 PM at the GAC. (See flyer on 

p. 11.) 
April 8 Tuesday IAS Board meeting, 7PM at the GAC. All members are invited to attend. 
April 10 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7 PM at the GAC. (Program to be 

announced.) 
 

Celtic/GAC Events 
March 2 Monday Celtic Open Mike night at O’Neill’s Pub, 4310 Central SE, 7:30 PM. 
March 11 Wednesday Discovering Your Irish and Scots-Irish Roots, an all-day program 

sponsored by the Albuquerque Genealogical Society, 9:30AM – 4:30PM, 
at the Montgomery Church, 7201 Montgomery Blvd. NE. (Details on p. 
12.) 

March 14 Friday GAC St. Patrick’s Day Party, 5:30 PM at the GAC. 
March 15 Sunday Danu, traditional Irish music, Popejoy Hall, 8 PM. 
March 15 Sunday 3rd annual St. Baldrick’s head shaving event for children’s cancer 

research, sponsored by Bally Dun and Albuquerque Area Firefighters. 
(For details, see p. 12.)   

March 27 Friday Irish musical groups Beoga and Grada, South Broadway Cultural 
Center, 8 PM. Tickets: Adults $5.50/ Child $3. Call 848-1320 for info.  

March 28 Saturday Roaring 20’s Dance at the GAC.  
April 1-23  Here & There, exhibition of student art works (featuring paintings by 

IAS Member Vikki Bryers). Harwood Art Center, 1114 7th St NW. Call          
(505) 242-6367 for info. 

May 16 and 17 Saturday and 
Sunday 

21st Annual Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival & Highland Games, 
Balloon Fiesta Park. For more information, or to volunteer to help with 
the Games, visit abqceltfest@yahoo.com or www.celtfestabq.com or 
contact Donna Brown at donnadee@swcp.com . 

 
The Ronald McDonald House Fundraiser Project 

  
 We are still collecting the pull-tabs for the Ronald McDonald House here in 
Albuquerque (managed by IAS member Sharon Nolen). Lottie McDonald, Barbara 
Nickeski and several anonymous baggies ☺ of pull-tab donations. 
 IAS members, please save the pull-tabs (any aluminum pull-tabs, from soup, 
cat/dog food,etc.) and bring them to meetings in a baggie or grocery bag. I’ll take them to 
the collection area. 
      Norita  
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The Irish-American Society 

 of New Mexico 
                       P.O. Box 13435 

   Albuquerque, New Mexico  87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

    
IrishIrishIrishIrish----American Society of Albuquerque, NMAmerican Society of Albuquerque, NMAmerican Society of Albuquerque, NMAmerican Society of Albuquerque, NM    

Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed?  Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to The Irish-American Society  

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


