
  

 
 
                Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
    www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July 
and August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-
American Club (GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 
  

It’s that Time of Year to Show New Mexico  
 You Are Proud to Be Irish! 

 
We have three big events for you to attend in the magical month of 

March—three opportunities to demonstrate your love of your Irish heritage 
(and to demonstrate your support of your IAS). 

The first event is the 2nd Annual Emerald Ball on Saturday, 
March 8th, at the Marriott Pyramid. (See details on p. 12.) Ball Chair Kate 
Nash is in need of helpers to work the door, donate to and help with the Silent 
Auction, etc. etc. Please contact her at 615-7732 
(MARYKATE_NASH@msn.com) and ask her how you can help. 

The second is the 10th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade, on 
Saturday, March 15th. (See details on p. 13.) In past years, a very small group 
of truly dedicated Irish folk have participated in this annual parade. It’s a great 
deal of fun, and the crowds lining the sidewalks on the route are always 
enthusiastic and happy to see us. But each year we worry that we won’t have 
enough folks to carry our flags (Irish, NM, and US) or our banner. St. Patrick’s Day is THE Irish event of the 
year. Won’t you please plan to come march with us and show the citizens of New Mexico that we are PROUD 
to be Irish?!?!?! 

The third event is our Annual St. Patrick’s Party, Sunday, March 16th, at the GAC. As usual, we 
will have some of the finest Celtic musicians in town (Shenanigans, Jubal’s Kids, The Next Chapter) as well as 
traditional step dancing and participatory ceili dancing. And there will be corned beef sandwiches and Irish stew 
and lots of yummy desserts for sale.  

Speaking of those yummy desserts, we are again asking that our members help raise funds for the 
IAS by donating a dessert to the St. Pat’s Party: Irish Soda Bread, cookies, cakes, pies, anything you love to 
bake (or buy; store-bought is good, too!)  

And of course we need lots of volunteers to help us pull this party off: door helpers, decorators, set up 
and clean up folks, etc. If you can help, please let Norita (noraabq@yahoo.com) or St. Pat’s Chair Mike Briody 
(Michael.briody@lmco.com) know.  

Remember: These events are open to IAS members AND their guests! So please pass the word to 
everyone you know that the IAS has the BEST St. Pat’s events going! 
 

����������� �
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Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 

Irish-American Society of New      
Mexico Heritage Center, Inc. Board 

of Directors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would you like to place an ad in the 
Irish Times newsletter? Business-card-
sized ads are a mere $5 a month. 
Larger-sized ads can be negotiated with 
the editor, Ellen Dowling 
(edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-

1700). You can also put a “click-through” ad on the 
web site of the IAS (www.irishamericansociety-
nm.com) at no extra charge. To put your ad online, 
contact Webmaster Ken Callahan 
(kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

VP-East PJ Kennedy 
PJsetdancing@yahoo.com 

271-
1505 

VP-West Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Treasurer Lynda McAllister 
lyndaone@netzero.net  

294-
6610 

Secretary Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

Board John Murray 293-
8983 

Board Chuck Keady 
oceidigh@aol.com  

298-
5285 

Board Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.com 

615-
7732 

Past 
President 

Paul McDonough  
PenthorMul@aol.com 

294-
8205 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

897-
9032 

Librarian Jessica Patterson 
jerinpat@yahoo.com  

296-
6299 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@netscape.com  

881-
3118 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

President Malachy Mahon 
almal@cableone.net  

514-
9782 

Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.
com 

615-
7732 

Director Fred Kelly 
Bkelly9335@aol.com 

250-
0867 

Director Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Director Joe Joyce 771-
2131 

Director Darlene Rice 828-
2903 

The Irish-American Society is a non-
profit, non-political, and non-
sectarian organization devoted to 
furthering Irish-American relations 
through education, travel, recreation, 
charity, music, and dance.  
 
Membership is open to everyone and 
we encourage your support and 
participation. Dues are $20.00 for an 
individual and $25.00 for a family. 
For more information, please call 
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 
298-2708. 
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President’s Message 
Dear IAS members, 

 
We have a slate for the election! Thanks to all the candidates who volunteered to help keep the club 

going. See the ballot and the voting procedures in this newsletter (p. 13.). While I am at it, I would like to thank 
our hospitality chairperson, Luisa Gignac for taking care of our meeting refreshments, all those who help Luisa, 
and all those who bring snacks to share. Also, thanks to Jim Brauer for the great sound equipment and setup he 
has provided. Incidentally, the IAS made $750 as co-sponsor of the Celtic Coyote Concert in January and we all 
had a wonderful time—thanks for your support. 

Upcoming events: The Emerald Ball on Saturday, March 8th, the St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Saturday, 
March 15th with all the morning and afternoon associated activities, and the IAS St. Patrick’s Day Celebration at 
2 p.m., Sunday, March 16th. I hope you can attend all these events. March with us in the parade and help carry 
our banner and flags. The German-American Club is having their St. Patrick’s Day party on the evening of the 
16th. I also urge you to support the fundraising event on March 29th at the GAC for Beverly Pfeiffer, 
granddaughter of long-time IAS members Rosalie and Dennis Pfeiffer. Details of all these events are elsewhere 
in the newsletter. See you there. 

Ken Callahan  

 
Céad Mile Fáilte 

 
A hundred thousand welcomes to our newest members:  
 
�   Margaret Caranta �   Keith & Wendy Coleman 
  
As of February 12th, we have 137 family members (times 2) and 147 single members. This is a total of 421 IAS 
members for the 2007-08 membership year.   
 As most of you know, the IAS membership voted yes at the January 2008 meeting for the board 
recommendation that our current calendar year, 1 April - 31 March, be changed to 1 January - 31 December. 
This will be updated in IAS bylaws and will take effect January 1, 2009. 
 A friendly reminder or nudge: YOUR CURRENT DUES ARE DUE for the 2008 membership year. The 
IAS Member Chair (me) DOES NOT SEND A BILL! Please send a check, with the application found on back 
of our newsletter to: IAS   PO Box 13435 Abq  87192-3435. The dues are $25 family and $20 single. Thanks to 
you who have recently paid your membership dues. If your current card reads “Dues paid to December 31, 
2008” . . . you are up-to-date. 

  
 
Keep those dues comin’! I am sooo happy to find a PO Box full of envelopes . . . sad 
when it’s empty!! �    
 
If you have any questions, call or email me OR any member of the board. 

                                   Norita 
                                   298-2708 

                                   noraabq@yahoo.com  
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IAS Treasurer’s Report - January, 2008 
Lynda McAllister 

Category  Income Category   Expenses 
Membership Dues 110.00 Newsletter 314.98 
Newsletter Ads 25.00 Christmas Expense 24.95 
  Membership Expense 34.46 
  Honorarium 50.00 

Total Income 135.00 Total Expenses 424.39 

    

 January 1 Beginning Balance 5,223.82 

  Income  135.00 

  Expenses (424.39) 

 January 31 Ending Balance 4,934.43 
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                        Come Join Us! 
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                  Sunday, March 16th, 2008 
                   2-6:00PM GAC Hall—4821 Menaul NE 

                                                        $7 Adults; $2 Children 12 & under 
 

Featuring 
 

Shenanigans 
Kathy Wimmer, Shelly Andes, Steve Dyer, Lauri Rigler, and Marc Roberts�  

vocalists playing guitar, accordion, mandolin, fiddle, autoharp, penny whistle, harmonica, and bodhran. 
 

Jubal’s Kids 
Gabriella Coffing (17), Natasha Coffing (15), Evelyn Coffing (13), Tracy Sjaardema (13), and Stephanie 

Sjaardema (13)—playing the harp, fiddle, guitar, bodhran, banjo, and dobro. 
 

Audience Participation Ceili Dancing with Norita 
 

The Next Chapter 
The Page Family—Jeanne, Shane, Adam and Sarah: Vocalists playing guitar, bouzouki, 

 mandolin, banjo, bass, and bodhran. 
 

McTeggart Traditional Irish Step Dancers 
Emily Snell, Sandra Sullivan, Heather McKechnie, Melissa Sallberg, 

 Sarah Cherry, Amanda Humphrey 
 

MC: Alan Morgan 
Sound: Jim Brauer 

 
 

                            Food Sales  
                     (to benefit the IAS) 

 
Corned Beef Sandwiches with coleslaw and pickle 

OR Irish Stew with roll: $5.00 
Desserts (donated by generous IAS members): $1.00/portion 

 
Cash bar provided by the German-American Club 

Parking Information: 
 
You may park at the GAC, or 
any of the side streets 
(Monroe, Quincy, Manzano) 
or at McKesson’s (across 
Menaul). Do NOT park at 
Samon’s, or the typewriter 
store next to the GAC. 
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Rainbow’s End Tour 2008 
 

Join the fun June 8 - 20, 2008 as 
Cowboy meets Celtic on Bit Devine’s rollicking 
Rainbow’s End Tour of Ireland. As a woman of 
Irish heritage, a cowboy in word and deed, and a 
veteran traveler to Ireland, Bit Devine will take 
you on a relaxed tour of some of Ireland’s best 
known cities and introduce you to an off-the-
beaten path town along the way. Not one for 
rushing about when she travels, Bit’s tour offers 
the distinct advantage of two-night stays in 
Galway, Roscommon, Dublin, Kinsale and 
Killarney, with your final night spent in 
Bunratty. In her customary cowboy hat, boots, 
and jeans, Bit, herself a singer of both Cowboy 
and Celtic music, is well known at the 
Traditional Sessions in Pubs across Ireland.  

With an eye to current economics, Bit 
has built in to the tour seven dinners and three 
dinner shows. There will be a bountiful 
breakfast served every day, which should keep 
you well full for most of the day. All of your 
transportation and transfers are taken care of, as 
are admissions into a good cross section of 
attractions. A tour is the most economical way to defeat the weak dollar, as all but your midday meals and your 
trinket money are included at a locked price. At $2285 for the land fare, this twelve-day tour is an excellent 
value. Bit would love to have you join her on the Rainbow’s End Tour 2008. If you have any questions or 
would like a brochure, you can email cowboycraic@aol.com. Visit http://rainbowsend2008.webs.com/ for more 
information, including a complete Itinerary and Registration page. 
 

Some Interesting Info About St. Patrick’s Day 
 

Saint Patrick’s Day (Irish: Lá ‘le Pádraig or Lá Fhéile Pádraig), colloquially St. Paddy’s Day or 
Paddy’s Day, is an annual feast day which celebrates Saint Patrick (circa 385–461), one of the patron saints of 
Ireland. 

The day is the national holiday of the Irish people. It is a bank holiday in Northern Ireland, and a public 
holiday in the Republic of Ireland, Montserrat, and the Canadian province of Newfoundland and Labrador. In 
the rest of Canada, the United Kingdom, Australia, the United States and New Zealand, it is widely celebrated 
but is not an official holiday. 

It became a feast day in the Roman Catholic Church due to the influence of the Waterford-born 
Franciscan scholar Luke Wadding in the early part of the 17th century, and is a holy day of obligation for 
Roman Catholics in Ireland. The date of the feast is occasionally moved by church authorities when March 17 
falls during Holy Week; this last happened in 1940 when Saint Patrick’s Day was observed on 3 April in order 
to avoid it coinciding with Palm Sunday, and will happen again in 2008, when it shall be held on 15 March for 
the novus ordo liturgy and April 2 for the traditional Latin Mass to avoid the second day in Holy Week. 
����������	
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IAS General Meeting Minutes, February 8th, 2008 
 
 The general meeting of the Irish-American Society was called to order by our president, Ken Callahan.  
As the minutes are printed in everyone’s Irish Times, the minutes were agreed upon by all without reading them 
to the members.  
 Treasurer’s report: Lynda McAllister reported that after some new members, some income from ads in 
the Times and a few bills such as the newsletter, our treasury started with $5223.82 and at the present time is 
$4934.43.  It was moved, seconded, and passed to accept the treasurer’s report. 
 President Ken reported the Celtic Coyote concert went well. There were over 200 in attendance. We 
split the net income from the concert, even with a small percentage of the activity, and will clear about $700. 
 Candidates are needed for the board. At the present time we have Mike Briody and Mike and Vicki 
Bryers willing to take on some extra work. We need people to step up to the “plate” and go to bat for the IAS. 
March 8th is the Emerald Ball, March 15th is the St. Patrick’s Parade as well as the GAC party that evening. The 
IAS St. Patrick’s Party will be March 16th. [See flyer on p. .] Once again, help is needed. There is always 
someone needed at the door to take the money and someone to sell food tickets. Joe McTeggart, Emmett 
O’Sullivan, and Chuck Keady will be working the kitchen and a few other friendly faces are needed.  Donations 
of desserts, which will be sold, are also needed. As we no longer have the CFPNI, any profits will go into the 
IAS treasury. 

May 16th will be the Celtic Festival Kick Off and May 17th  – the games. The kick off is for the game 
participants and is enjoyed by all. 

We have decided to join the St Andrews Society for our annual picnic, which will be held in September, 
when there is more enjoyable weather.  

The board is considering sending out a member survey in April.  Anything for the newsletter should be 
turned in by the 10th of the month, to Ellen Dowling. PJ Kennedy announced a mass for our beloved Ben 
McDonald at St. Bernadette.  

Kate Nash reported the Emerald Ball is being held at the Marriott Pyramid on March 8. [See flyer on p.  
] Among the entertainment will be the Shriners’ Pipe Band, as well as Karl Jones, who performed at an earlier 
IAS meeting. The tickets are $90. Watch for all the info in the newsletter. 

Jay Vandersloot reported that vendors will be more centrally located at the Celtic Games this year.  
Donations are needed for trophies. There will be a Rugby competition, all taking place at the Balloon Fiesta 
Park. Once again, stay tuned. 

Norita reported there will once again be a breakfast at 8:30 before the St Patrick’s parade. The parade 
starts at 10:30 and goes down Gibson to Louisiana.  Everyone can go back to Post 401, off Gibson to have food 
and fun from 11:45 – 4:30. Norita also has once again taken care of all the music planning for the St Patrick’s 
Party on March 16th.  This includes Shenanigans, the Next Chapter band, step dancers and also be some 
audience participation. Entry to the fun will cost adults $7 and children 12 and under $2. 

Dues are to be paid by March 31st. They can be paid now; you don’t have to wait until the last minute.  It 
has been voted on and passed to have our year run from Jan 1 to Dec. 31 for 2008. 

Old business: Watch your newsletter for a sample ballot. You can mail your vote in, or preferably bring 
it to the St. Patrick’s Party. You can cut it out of your Times or copy it or handwrite it. Just vote. And you are 
welcome to put your name in a slot. If mailing in, it must be in the IAS mail box by the 14th of March. 

Joanna Miller, who works with the city of Albuquerque, is updating the Reflections of Irish Heritage 
report. She wants us to send her stories so she can make the updates specific to Albuquerque. If you have stories 
and “sharings,” you may contact Joanna @ 924-3382 or jdmiller@cabq.gov.  

Once again, our faithful John Murray allowed us to call the meeting adjourned. All accepted this, went 
to get some goodies, and then sat to enjoy Amanda Flory, a professional Tarot Reader and Palmist. It was quite 
interesting to learn where some of our Celtic rituals and superstitions began. 

Shirley Tomberlin 
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Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
§  McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 10 AM – noon. Call 866-5867. 
§  Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:30 PM, $2.00. No 

experience necessary! Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708. 
§  Celtic de Santa Fe School of Irish Dancing. Classes in Santa Fe and Los Alamos. 

CRN curriculum. Ages 3 and up. Email: cdsf@mac.com or call 505-984-1139 
Website: www.celticdestantafe.com 
�   Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 
 

Celtic Music Jam at Wild Oats: 
6:30 – 9:30 PM, Thursday evenings at the Wild Oats store at San Mateo and Academy. Musicians of all skill 
levels are invited to participate. For information, call Chuck Butler at 293-1421 (chuckjacobbutler@msn.com).  
 
Celtic Music at O’Niell’s: 
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O’Niell’s, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central & 
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
Celtic jam on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month, from 3:00 to 6:00 PM. Live Celtic band (Blarneystone) on 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays. Two Fools is located at 3211 Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, 
contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 (chuckjacobbutler@msn.com). 
 For all the news about what’s going on at Two Fools, visit www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can 
read their monthly newsletter. 
 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web 
�  The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Sundays at 9:00 PM. 
 
�  Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 
 
�  Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/  Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated Irish Radio service 
available on the net.   
 
Celtic Connections: For general information about Celtic events going on around the West, visit 
http://www.celticconnection.com/. The Celtic Connection started as a one-page newsletter in 1993 out of 
Nallen’s Irish Pub in Denver, Colorado and has developed into a nice little paper (both hard copy and online). 
This website contains links to hours and hours of music videos and podcasts. You will find news and learn of 
coming live events and entertainment opportunities. Visit the travel page to hook up a flight to Ireland or the 
Rocky Mountains or just check out the latest weather forecast for Dublin. Food, humor, books, sports, history 
and much more!  
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Irish Bridie Doll Show! 
 
Rose Buffalo invites all IAS members to her Irish Bridie Doll Show 
at O’Niell’s Pub, March 2nd through March 30th. Reception: March 
10th, 5 – 7PM, complimentary h’ors d’oeuvres with cash bar.  

“Ancient Goddess Brigit, whom poets adored,” Rose explains, 
“was a healer and founder of Kildare where eternal spring reigned and 
shamrocks sprang up in her footsteps. She was canonized from Brigit 
to Bridget (Bride), thus Bridie Dolls, that is Corn Dollies (“doll” 
meant “goddess”). 

30% of the sales will go to support the GI Rights Hotline. For 
more information, call Rose Ferris Buffalo at 232-7873. 
 

Dear Friends of ZoukFest: 
 
The ZoukFest website (ZoukFest World Music Camp, June 8-14th, 
2008) has been updated and is now open for early registration! Check 
out our new and returning staff and new classes! http://zoukfest.com  
           All those who register before April 1st are automatically 
entered into our drawing for free tuition. That’s right, one lucky 
ZoukFest attendee will get free full tuition for the week. 
  Be sure to look at the two amazing instruments in our current 
raffle! Stayed tuned to ZoukFest.com for breaking news in the next 
few weeks. Hope you can join us in Santa Fe this year!!! 
 
Roger Landes rwlandes@taosnet.com  
Website: http://rogerlandes.com  
Bouzouki duo CD: http://janissarystomp.com  
 

More Info about St. Patrick’s Day 
 

The St. Patrick’s Day parade in Dublin, Ireland is part of a 
five-day festival; over 500,000 people attended the 2006 parade. The largest St. Patrick’s Day parade is held in 
New York City and it is watched by over 2 million spectators. The St. Patrick’s Day parade was first held in 
Boston in 1737, organized by the Charitable Irish Society. New York’s celebration began on 17 March 1762 
when Irish soldiers in the British army marched through the city. The predominantly French-speaking Canadian 
city of Montréal, in the province of Québec is the oldest Saint Patrick’s Day parade in North America. The 
city’s flag has the Irish emblem, the shamrock, in one of its corners. Ireland’s cities all hold their own parades 

and festivals. These cities include Dublin, Cork, Belfast, Derry, Galway, Kilkenny, 
Limerick, and Waterford. Parades also take place in other Irish towns and villages. 

“Leprechauns” change the town’s name each year to ‘New Dublin’ to kickoff 
weeklong St. Patrick’s Day festivities in New London, Wisconsin. The events 
include a parade, Irish Fest, Irish Ceili, Irish entertainment, Irish Caroling, and 
Finnegan’s Wake (a humorous parody of an Irish funeral). 

 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Patrick%27s_Day 

Real Estate Minute 
The real estate market here 

in Albuquerque is still slow but 
showing signs of awaking. The 
challenge for sellers is for people to 
see their homes. Everyone is 
hoping that with the longer days 
and warmer weather on the way, 
the market will also begin to warm 
up. Should be an interesting spring; 
we will see what happens.  

Mike and Deb Foley 
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Aulsod’s Culture Corner  
          

We are Michael Foley (a.k.a. Aulsod) and my wife Deborah Foley (a.k.a. Boston Legend), and our main 
goal is to give people Irish entertainment ideas. We have said this before, but just to reiterate, we love to get any 
kind of Irish-related entertainment questions. We may not know the answer, but we have been writing this 
column since May 1999 and have access to all kinds of resources. So again, feel free to email or call us with any 
Irish movie, music, book or general inquiry. You can contact us at Aulsod@aol.com or by phone at 505-858-
1047. You can also send an anonymous postcard to 7101 Beverly Hills Ave. NE, ABQ, NM 87113. We rate 
events on a 0-5 shamrock scale (with 5 being the best).  

 
On Netflix/DVD 

 
The Boondock Saints (1999) 
Ratings: Aulsod ��� ; Boston Legend ���  
 This ultra violent film has had a long strange history. Back in the late 90s, egotistical writer/director 
Troy Duffy felt he had made a masterpiece. However, in the process he managed to alienate everybody close to 
him and then in 1999 the Columbine Massacre occurred, killing his film. It went directly to DVD but since then 
has attained cult status and continues to attract viewers.  
 As for the film it’s about the very religious and violent Irish-American McManus brothers (Sean Patrick 
Flannery and Norman Reedus). They work in a Boston meat factory and inexplicably speak many languages 
including Latin and Russian. When they dismiss the local mobsters they realize they have a knack for mayhem 
and begin their crusade to clean up the streets of Boston with their own form of vigilantism. Public opinion is 
on their side, but also hot on their trail of destruction is an unusual, weird FBI agent well played by Willem 
Dafoe. A stylish, well-made film, but if you are offended by lots of bad language and shootings, we guarantee 
this will not be your cup of tea.  
 

Between The Lines: Books 
 
The Land of Women, by Regina McBride (2003) 
Ratings: Aulsod �� ; Boston Legend ��  
 This intriguing sounding book by Regina McBride (born 1956) has been on our radar for a while. 
McBride was reared in Santa Fe and has lived in Ireland and she sets this book in both places. We meet 
dressmaker Fiona O’Faolain from Roundtree, Co. Galway and when she’s 18 years old she’s betrayed by her 
mother. She sets off to Santa Fe, NM to live with her famous photographer father. There she meets up with an 
antiques restorer, Carlos, who is restoring a 15th century statute while tracing the historical connection between 
Ireland and Spain. Years later when word comes that her mother has died back in Ireland it sets off a chain of 
events where she tries to make sense of her life.  
 As we said, this book has an intriguing premise and there’s a lot going on here. However, for us the 
story never really took off and it was all too repetitive and over wrought. But we still recommend picking up a 
copy at your local library and seeing for yourself.  
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Flowers of the Forest 
 
IAS members Darlene and Charlie Rice lost their son-in-law James Reynolds recently. 
Condolences to Darlene and Charlie, and James’ wife Elizabeth and 5-year-old son, Cody.  
  
We were also saddened to hear of the death of IAS/GAC member Larry Davis, who died 
on January 16th. 

 
And a message from Lottie McDonald: “I do appreciate all the beautiful cards and words 

from so many kind and thoughtful people! Thank you.” 
 

A Very Special Fundraiser 
 
Dennis and Rosalie Pfeiffer are friends and supporting members of the Irish-American Society since 1990. 
Their cute granddaughter Beverly, a Downs Syndrome baby, had intestinal surgery the day after her birth and 
open heart surgery at a little over a year.  She has been in intensive care at Presbyterian and UNMH for 1/3 of 
her life. The doctors are stumped. As I write this, Beverly, a real trooper, is in Denver seeing specialists and just 
maybe, members of the medical field have diagnosed the problem. Beverly was two years old in February. 
 The Pfeiffer families are stressed and fatigued, as they all take turns caring for Beverly, both at home 
and in the hospital. Of course, there are medical expenses . . . . 
 The Pfeiffers, also members of the GAC, have received much moral support and there are prayer 
groups from many denominations. But Barbara Nickleski and Luisa Gignac, IAS/GAC members, wanted to do 
MORE for their friends . . . . 
 A Special Fundraiser Dinner/Dance for “Beverly” will be held at the GAC on Saturday, March 
29th, from 5:45 – 11PM. The tickets are $10 and there will also be a Silent Auction. Already, there is support 
from members of the IAS, GAC, SASS, the Welsh, Hungarian-American Clubs, Irish Heritage Center, and 
more. 
 To support the event, send a check, MADE OUT TO THE IAS (note: for tickets) to our PO Box or to 
me. I’ll send you the tickets. Donation: send check with note: donation. Silent Auction items will be picked up. 
The IAS will also give one check to the fundraiser. 
 I remember what my mother said to us kids when we saw those less fortunate: “There, by the grace of 
God, go I.” THIS has stuck in my head all these years. I have healthy children and grandchildren . I am  
fortunate. My heart goes out to this family. I hope you all will support this fundraising function. 
 

                                 Norita - 298-2708 
                        4413 Skyline Ct NE 
                             Abq, NM 87111 
                      noraabq@yahoo.com 
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10th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
and Festivities 

Saturday, March 15th, 2008 
                                              
[All seated events will be held at VFW Post 401, 2011 Girard Blvd. SE, 
across from Puerto Del Sol golf course.] 
  
1.  8:30AM: Traditional ceremony honoring the Grand Marshal, Past 
Grand Marshals, Veterans, Military, Police, Firemen, POWs/MIAs and 
honored guests. A continental breakfast will be served. $3.00/person. Limited seating. Call for reservations and 
tickets. 
  
2.  10:30AM: Parade begins on Gibson SE, just east of the KAFB Truman gate, and ends at the New Mexico 
Veteran’s Memorial on Louisiana, SE. All participants must be in line and ready to roll by 10:00AM sharp.  
 
3.  11:45AM - 4:30PM: The Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner and entertainment will start back at the VFW 
Post 401. Everyone is most welcome to hear the great music and watch the dancing groups. $6.00/person; Free 
for children five and under. 
 
Tickets for breakfast and dinner are now on sale. Takeouts will be available. To buy tickets or donate, send 
check to: Jerry Scoggins, Executive Director, 8413 Las Camas, NE, Albuquerque, NM 87111-2338. For 
information, call Jerry at 505-294-2941 or email: gr8habujerry@aol.com.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IAS Election of Officers & Board 2008 
 
Here is a ballot with the names of persons willing to serve for the 2008 year. You may also write in and vote 
for anyone else. Please cut, copy, or handwrite your selections and mail to our PO Box (see last page) or 
vote at the St. Patrick’s Day Celebration where we will have additional ballots. Mailed ballots must be in the 
PO Box by March 14th. Votes will be counted on March 16th. Successful candidates will take office on 1 
April. 
 
 President:  Ken Callahan______________ 
   _________________________ 
 VP-East Mike Briody_______________ 
   _________________________ 
 VP-West Rose Marie Keating_________ 
   _________________________ 
 Secretary Shirley Tomberlin__________ 
   _________________________ 
 Treasurer Cathy Lybrand_____________ 
   _________________________ 
 Board-1 Fred McKenna_____________ 
   _________________________ 
 Board-2 Bob & Vikki Bryers_________ 
   _________________________ 
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic 
Musicians/Performers! 

  
Canterbury Harps 
Play a variety of Celtic and Renaissance music, in 
costume if requested.  
Contact: Laura Hughes 296-8940 
 
The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety 
of instruments, including vocals. 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals 
Contact: Kathy Wimmer (293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
Blarneystone 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867) 
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 
 
Irish Musician/Instrument Repair 
Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of 
guitar, bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer 

dulcimer, mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keith 
Coleman, keith@wckc.us  
 
Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
“Tunes of Glory” for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 
Saoirse (“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”) 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Harps of Enchantment 
Harpers (2) available for parties, weddings, etc.  
Contact: http://harpsenchant.home.comcast.net 
 
Irish DJ 
Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music 
Contact: Mike Foley 858-1047 (Aulsod@aol.com) 
 
Fonn Sona (“Happy Melody”) 
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
McTeggart Irish Step Dancers 
Contact: Beverly Coleman 866-5867  
revalanc@aol.com 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Celtic Harp, vocals, and vestments 
765-1288 (www.affordablevestments.com) 
 
Celtic Coyotes 
Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, 
and Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan 
celticcoyotes@yahoo.com (710-0583). 
 
Michael and Donna Coy 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, and 
Traditional (296-2017) 
 



Irish Times          MAR 2008       
  

 15 

Calendar of Events 
 

IAS/IHC Events 
Date Day What 

March  4 Tuesday IAS Board of Directors Meeting, 7 PM at the GAC. [Note: All members 
are invited to attend BOD meetings.] 

March 8 Saturday Irish Heritage Center Emerald Ball. (For details, see p. 12.) 
March 15 Saturday St. Patrick’s Day Parade. (See details on p. 13.)  
March 16 Sunday IAS St. Patrick’s Day Party at the GAC. (See flyer on p. 5.) 
March 29 Saturday Special Fundraiser Dinner/Dance for “Beverly” at the GAC, 5:45 – 11 

PM. (See details on p. 11.) 
April 8 Tuesday IAS Board of Directors Meeting, 7 PM at the GAC.  
April 11 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7 PM at the GAC. Performance by  

Fonn Sona. 
 

Celtic/GAC Events 
March 2 - 30  Irish Bridie Doll Show at O’Niell’s Pub. (See details on p. 9.) 
March 16 Saturday Fonn Sona performing at O’Niell’s Pub, 4 – 7 PM. (The band will also 

be featured on Channel 13 on March 17th at 6 AM.) 
March 16 Saturday GAC St. Patrick’s Day Party and Dance, 5:30 – 11 PM. (Call 888-4833 

for more info.) 
March 17 Monday Celtic Coyotes performing at the Albuquerque Sunport from 11AM to 1 

PM. The Band will play on the ticket counter level and outside of the 
security area. The concert is free, but you will have to pay for parking. 
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Kenneth McCormick is 

conducting a beginner’s level Gaelic class. For 
information on time and place, contact Ken at 
klmccor@yahoo.com or (505) 205-9602. 

The Ronald McDonald House 
Fundraiser Project 

 
 The IAS is no longer collecting aluminum cans, 
but we ARE collecting the pop-tops for the Ronald 
McDonald House here in Albuquerque (managed by IAS 
member Sharon Nolen). 
 IAS members, please save the pop-tops and bring 
them to meetings in a baggie or grocery bag. I’ll take 
them to the collection area. 
           In January and February, I received several 
baggies/little Ronald McDonald boxes and other 
containers full of poptops. Thanks to Bob & Vikki Bryers 
and family, Stephen & Alice Wylie, Barb Nickleski, 
Henry Drees, Woody Woodward, and several others 
whose names I’ve “spaced.” Keep savin’ ‘em! 

                                     Norita   
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                       P.O. Box 13435 
   Albuquerque, New Mexico  87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed?  Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to ������	�������	�������	���   

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


