
  

 
 
                Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
    www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  

Next Event: Friday, June 12th, 7:00 PM 
 
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July 
and August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-
American Club (GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 

 

A Special Readers’ Theater Production of Riders to the Sea 
 

Riders to the Sea, by John Millington Synge, was first performed on February 25th, 
1904 by the Irish National Theatre Society (later and more widely known as the Abbey 
Theatre). Although it received mixed reviews at its opening, the one-act play was a 
favorite of the Abbey’s Managing Director, W. B. Yeats, and thus it remained a staple 
of the Abbey’s repertoire for many years after its inaugural run. Today, it stands as one 
of the great literary achievements of Synge’s tragically short life (he died at 38 of 
Hodgkins’ Disease) and a testament to the dramatic power Synge located in the lives of 
the western Irish people at the turn of the twentieth century.  
 Riders is set on the Aran islands, a location which was remotely familiar to most 
Irish people in 1902 but was intimately familiar to Synge. Located just off the western 
coast of Ireland, the Arans’ insular status made them resistant to the modernizing 

influences of British colonialism. As a result, the Arans were seen as a last bastion of pre-colonial Irish culture: 
Irish Gaelic was (and still is) the primary language of the islanders; 
Gaelic folklore and superstition remained rooted in the public mind; 
and the main sources of income were fishing and trading in livestock. 
Between 1898 and 1902, Synge visited the Aran Islands five times, 
spending several months there in total. Although several of his plays 
are influenced by tales he heard on the islands, Riders to the Sea is the 
only play set there, and thus represents Synge’s most direct translation 
of island life to the stage.  
 The play focuses on the hardships of a single Aran family: 
Maurya, the matriarch (read by Ellen Dowling); Michael her oldest 
son (who never actually appears onstage); Bartley, her youngest son 
(Ken Wimmer); and Cathleen and Nora, her daughters (Kathy Wimmer 
and Kate Nash). In addition to the play reading, there will be a musical performance by Edie Henderson and 
Kathy Wimmer.  

 
We hope to see you there and we hope that you will bring a sweet or salty snack to share! 
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J.M. Synge’s cottage on Inishmaan 
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Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 

 
 

 
Would you like to place an ad in the Irish Times 
newsletter? Business-card-sized ads are a mere 
$5 a month. Larger-sized ads can be negotiated 
with the editor, Ellen Dowling 
(edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-1700). You 
can also put a “click-through” ad on the web site 
of the IAS (www.irishamericansociety-nm.com) 
at no extra charge. To put your ad online, 
contact Webmaster Ken Callahan 
(kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.c
om 

615-
7732 

VP-East Mike Briody 
michaelbriody@ymail.com  

281-
6738 

VP-West Rose Marie Keating  
rkeating14@comcast.net  

352-
2195 

Treasurer Cathy Lybrand 
cathy.lybrand@qinetiq-na.com   

299-
0521 

Secretary Maureen Canavan  
maureencanavan@yahoo.com 

872-
0528 

Board Suzanne Taichert 
susawin@mac.com 

823-
4788 

Board Natalie Sherman 
asherman34@comcast.net 

299-
0158 

Board Jay Vandersloot 
jayvandersloot@yahoo.com 

362-
1733 

Past 
President 

Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

897-
9032 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@BasicISP.net  

881-
4847 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

President Malachy Mahon 
almal@cableone.net  

514-
9782 

Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.
com 

615-
7732 

Director Fred Kelly 
Bkelly9335@aol.com 

250-
0867 

Director Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Director Joe Joyce 771-
2131 

Director Bill Nevins 
nevins_bill@yahoo.com   

 

The Irish-American Society is a non-profit, non-
political, and non-sectarian organization devoted 
to furthering Irish-American relations through 
education, travel, recreation, charity, music, and 
dance.  
 
Membership is open to everyone and we 
encourage your support and participation. Dues 
are $20.00 for an individual and $25.00 for a 
family. For more information, please call 
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 298-2708. 
 

Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
Heritage Center, Inc. Board of Directors 
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President’s Message 
 
 As we move into the summer months, I hope that all IAS members enjoy the summertime and their 
loved ones. There will be a meeting in June and the next time we meet will be the picnic in September, which 
will be combined with the St. Andrew Society’s Annual Picnic. 
               The IAS Newsletter will keep you informed of any Irish and/or Cultural Events you may want to 
attend during the lazy days of summer. As for myself, I am looking forward to some relaxation and time to take 
care of tasks left undone during the busy and hectic school year. 

 
Best to all, 
Kate Nash 

           

Thanks to All Who Helped Make 
the 21st Annual Rio Grande 
Highland Games and Celtic 
Festival a Two-Day Success! 

 
THANK YOU ESPECIALLY to the following 
IAS members who volunteered to work in the 
IAS booth for the 2-day festival. Your help was 
invaluable (especially on Saturday—that wind 
was somethin' else!!!!!): Ken Callahan, Don & 
Shirley Tomberlin, Mike Chavez, Laurie Cady, 
Sheri Kraemer, Ellen Thompson, Ellen Dowling, 
Dot & Lenny Bean, Bob & Vikki Bryers, 
Maureen Canavan, Natalie Sherman, Richard 
Finkle & Sharon Kinsella Finkle, and Mike 
Briody. 
 
Thanks also to other IAS members who were 
very involved with the Celtic Festival this year: 
John Caldwell, Director; Ellen Dowling, 
designer of the great program; Jeanne Medley & 
Jamie Foster, directors of the Entertainment, and 
Competitive and Demonstration Dancing; Pete 

McKenna, Director of the Clans & Societies; Edie Henderson, Chair of the Award Donors; Jim Brauer and 
Rose Marie Keating, sound technicians; and Colm Matthews who organized the Gaelic Football and Irish 
Hurling.  
 
And a most stunned and amazed THANK YOU SO MUCH to the incomparable Donna Brown, hard-working 
Chair of the Festival, who, from the main stage at Sunday's Opening Ceremonies, declared she was just a 
"volunteer" among many. A wee bit of an understatement, indeed!! No words can thank Donna enough for her 
tireless "volunteering" for this past two-day Festival & Games. 

Norita  
[Editor’s Note: And thanks, too, to the inestimable Norita Callahan, for setting up and working the booth both 
days. Another one of those “just a volunteer” folks without whom the Festival would not have been a success.]
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Céad Mile Fáilte 
 
A 100,000 welcomes to our newest members: David Barnaby and Linda Thomas, Mary Bergan Blanchard & 
family, Cheryl Bryan, Kate Doyle & Kerry Elder, Rebecca Fitzgibbons, Penny Flood Heep, David & Anna 
Hopper, Rosemary F. King & family, Myrna Meier and Valerie Meier, Jason, Colin & Kaitlyn Riley, Bill & 
Vickie Taylor, Lenore Van Winkle, and Chris Webster. 
 
Welcome back to Laurie Cady and Ed & Madeline Casserly! 
 
As of May 20th, the Irish-American Society has 124 family members (times 2) and 119 single members. This is 
a total of 367 members for the 2009 membership year. 

Norita  Callahan                                 
 noraabq@yahoo.com  298-2708 

Flowers of the Forest:  
  
 Harold Braidwood, long-time member and supporter of the Irish-American Society, 
passed away on May 7th; he was 99 years old. Harold and Eloise, his lovely wife and the "love 
of his life," would have celebrated their 62nd wedding anniversary on May 10th. The IAS sends 
our heartfelt condolences to you, Eloise, and your many friends and family. 
 IAS member Doug Carter lost his mother, Marjorie Gilgis Brown Carter (93 years of 
age) on May 8th. Sincere condolences to Doug and wife Betty Jo Maes de Carter. 

 May Harold and Marjorie Rest in Peace. 

�
The Historic Guild Cinema presents 

 

Hunger 
 

The Southwest Premier of the award-winning film 
 depicting the last 12 days in the life of  

Irish Freedom Fighter Bobby Sands 
 

Showings: 
Friday June 12th through Thursday June 18th 

4:00 PM – 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
 

4:00 PM matinee shows: all seats $5.00  
     6:00 & 8:00 PM: Seniors & Students $5.00; General Admission $7.00 

 
The Historic Guild Cinema 

3405 Central Ave. NE, Albuquerque 
255-1848
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The Reel Thing 
By Tom Quinn (The Dancer) 

 

 

Céad mile fàilte from Dundalk!  
 

   News and Notes 
 
In April, Cardinal Sean Brady, the head of the Catholic Church in Ireland, met a delegation 
from the Protestant Ulster Political Research Group, which is linked to the paramilitary 
Ulster Defence Association, at his residence in Armagh. Cardinal Brady used the meeting to 

urge the UDA to hand over its weapons as pressure continues to mount on the loyalist group to finally begin 
decommissioning. Recently the UDA had been praised for not retaliating in the face of the dissident republican 
murders of a policeman in Co. Armagh and two soldiers in Antrim. Frankie Gallagher, the UPRG spokesman, 
said the meeting with the cardinal could not have taken place three or even two years ago and was an "historic" 
occasion. 
  
An ancient wooden version of Stonehenge has been discovered at the Hill of Tara. The 
scale of the monument, which is still buried beneath the hill, is comparable to the size of a 
football pitch (field). Archaeologists estimate the discovery is 4500 years old and while the 
actual wooden structure no longer exists, a ditch stretching six metres wide and three 
metres deep was detected in the bedrock, using techniques that give a kind of X-Ray of the 
hill. 

 
Almost a fifth of tourists surveyed last year found their trip to 
Ireland poor value for the money. The strength of the euro 
against the dollar and pound exacerbated the problem for 
British and American visitors, according to Fáilte Ireland. But 

despite the negative findings, a massive 98% would recommend the country as a get-away spot, with scenery, 
hospitality, and safety among the high points. Shaun Quinn, Fáilte Ireland chief executive, said high costs 
remain a key concern. (The Overseas Visitors Survey was carried out among 5,700 holidaymakers who 
completed questionnaires between May to October last year.) 

 
The Bookshelf 

 
Great Irish Speeches, Book & CD by Richard Aldous 
 
The Great Irish Speeches audio pack offers genuine historical recordings from the last 70 years of the 
most stirring and memorable speeches that have shaped Irish history. The CD is accompanied by an 
illustrated book, containing the transcripts of these and over 30 other momentous orations from 

Editor’s Note: If you attended the Celtic Festival Kickoff Party or the Festival itself, then you may have met 
that crafty Tom Quinn, who didn’t tell anyone (especially me) that he was planning to attend the festival, but 
just suddenly appeared like a cool breeze from the aul sod itself. Thanks again to Tom for donating his 
beautiful book, The Sweets of May: The Ceili Band Era, Music & Dance of South Armagh, as well as 
stacks of music CDs, for the raffle to support the participants in the Gaelic Games at the Festival. 
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throughout history. Each speech is preceded by an introduction, which places the address in context and underlines its 
historical significance, as well as an iconic photograph of the speaker. Presented chronologically, the book and CD 
together provide tremendous insight into Irish and world history.  
 
The book includes the following speeches: Éamon de Valera: “That Ireland which we dreamed of”; Éamon de Valera: 
“The abuse of a people who have done him no wrong”; John F. Kennedy: “Ireland's hour has come”; Jack Lynch: “The 
Irish government can no longer stand by”; Liam Cosgrave: “Mongrel foxes”; Charles J. Haughey: “We are living away 
beyond our means”; Joe Connolly: “People of Galway - we love you”; John Hume: “Sit down and negotiate our future 
with us”; Mary Robinson: “Come dance with me in Ireland”; Maire Geoghegan-Quinn: “A necessary development of 
human rights”; Seamus Heaney: “The achievement of Irish poets”; David Trimble: “A cold house for Catholics”; Joe 
Higgins: “Ansbacher Man”; Gerry Adams:  “Now there is an alternative”; Ian Paisley: “A Northern Ireland in which all 
can live together in peace”; and, Bertie Ahern: “This is what Ireland can give to the world.” 
 

Death of an Irish Author: Nuala O’Faolain 
 
It was a poignant night and the memory of Nuala O'Faolain was everywhere. Marian Finucane 
launched Nuala's posthumous novel—a sad but fitting occasion after her heartbreaking interview 
with the late writer who died of cancer last year. The novel, Best Love, Rosie, was described by 
its author as "the book of my years commuting between the melancholy of Ireland and the 
optimism of America.” It was published on the first anniversary of her death. O'Faolain left 

€800,000 to an African Aids charity set up by her friend, broadcaster Marian Finucane. The writer, who gave her final 
public interview on Marian's RTE 1 radio show before dying of cancer, had spoken movingly and fearfully of her coming 
death. The Friends in Ireland charity was founded by Marian Finucane and John Clarke in 2002, after they visited South 
Africa and saw first-hand the dire circumstances of children orphaned abandoned or infected by HIV/Aids. The charity 
provides residential, feeding, and medical care and support for the destitute children who have been orphaned by Aids and 
who have nowhere to live. 
 

What’s in a Name? 
 

The names Ahern, Ahearn, and Ahearne in Ireland are derived from the native Gaelic 
O'hEachthighearna Sept (which means “Descendant of Eachthighearna”) that was located in 
County Clare on the west coast of Ireland in the province of Munster where the family held 
a seat as a Dalcassian Sept from before the year 1000. The name Eachthighearna means 
“horse master”—the element “each” means “horse”; and the element “tighearna” means 
“master.” Ahearn and Ahearne are variants of this name and are mostly found in Counties 

Cork and Limerick. 
 

The Music Rack 
 
The Tap Room Trio 
 
This fantastic CD is a reflection of the state and reach of Irish traditional music today. 
Belfast-born flute and whistle player Harry Bradley, American-born fiddler Jesse Smith, and 
London-born John Blake (of Mayo parents) all have superb musical credentials. Harry 
Bradley has two flute CDs, Jesse Smith has a solo fiddle CD and played with the Irish group 
Danú, and John Blake played flute on the acclaimed "Traditional Irish Music from London" 

CD. Blake is also one of the most sought-after accompanists on piano in Ireland and beyond. The lads also get 
some help from a couple other performers, stars in their own right. Fiddler John Carty plays on "The 
Contradiction" and "The Monasteryedan Fancy" reels. Young Galway dancer Seósamh Ó Neachtáin also makes 
an appearance with his sean-nós dancing to liven up a couple Schottisches.  
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 This CD is a fascinating collection of tunes, many echoes of old recordings of the famous Flanagan 
Brothers, Sligo fiddlers Paddy Killoran, James Morrison, and Michael Coleman, and Leitrim flute player John 
McKenna. These musicians, as well as some others whose tunes are also featured on this CD, became stars in 
the 1920s and 1930s in America. They made hugely popular records, many of which found their way back 
home to Ireland. The sound of this CD captures the lift and drive of those older recordings in a way that has 
already made this a classic recording among Irish music lovers.  
  

.Old Sayings from Home 
 

§  Of a useless fellow: “He's fit to mind mice at a crossroads.” 
§  To someone who committed some small fault: “’Tis only a stepmother would blame you.” 
§  Of a tall, large woman: “That's a fine doorful of a woman.” 
§  Of a gossiper: “She has a tongue that would clip a hedge.” 
§  Of a poor, thin creature: “The breath is only just in and out of him, and the grass doesn't know of him walking 

over it.” 
§  Of a coarse, ill-mannered person using poor language: “What would you expect out of a pig but a grunt?” 
§  On trying to change a stubborn person's mind: “You might as well be whistling jigs to a millstone.” 
§  Of very bad music: “Aw, that's the tune the old cow died of.” 
§  Of one who overstays their welcome: “If that man went to a wedding, he'd stay for the christening.” 
§  Of a talkative person: “That man would talk the teeth out of a saw.” 
§  Of a person who paid too much for a cow: “He bought every hair in her tail.” 
§  Of a clever thief: “He'd steal the sugar out of your punch.” 
§  In praise of strong whiskey: “I felt it like a torchlight procession going down my throat.” 
§  Said of a woman who had made a bad marriage: “She burnt her coal and did not warm herself.” 
§  Of bad aim in shooting: “He wouldn't hit a hole in a ladder.” 
§  Of an impish child: “That one suffers from a double dose of original sin.” 
  

Irish Humour 
 
Which brings to mind the rural school pupil’s excuse to his teacher for recent absence from class: 
“Sir, I had to bring the cows to the bull.” 
“Couldn’t your father do that?” the teacher rejoined angrily. 
“No sir,” the boy replied immediately (without a flinch, but clearly amazed at the teacher’s ignorance on the 
subject), “It HAS to be the bull!” 
 

§  A dentist and a manicurist fought tooth and nail. 
§  Show me a piano falling down a mine shaft and I'll show you A-flat miner. 
§  When she saw her first strands of gray hair, she thought she'd dye. 
 

Irish Whiskey 
 
 Distillation was brought to Ireland in the 6th century by Irish monks, and with their importation of the 
“alembic,” which the Irish called a pot still, began the invention of a new beverage, later to be named whiskey. 
The alembic apparatus which the monks brought from the Middle East had been used to distil perfume. Once 
home in Ireland, these monks applied the alembic to the distillation of a spirit more useful to them than 
perfume.  
 At that time, monasteries were at the centre of life and industry in Ireland. The essential materials—
spring water and grain—were to hand, and combined with the necessary manpower and the intelligence and 
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diligence of the monks, the capability to produce a fine drink was complete. These early monks called the spirit 
they made in this pot still “The Water of Life” (Eau de Vie)—in the Gaelic language Uisce Beatha (pronounced 
“ishka-baahaa”). These words for spirit drinks appear in many cultures, and in Ireland, at a later time in history, 
it was anglicised to “whiskey.”  
 This later time in history was post 1169 when the Normans arrived in Ireland at the invitation of Dermot 
McMurrough, King of Leinster. These Anglo-Normans appreciated the Water of Life (Uisce Beatha), but found 
the pronunciation difficult and thus evolved the word whiskey. The Normans spread 
the good news of whiskey as they travelled. By the beginning of the 17th century, a 
new and powerful influence entered when Elizabeth I, Queen of England, imposed 
her laws in parts of Ireland, recognizing the political and financial benefit of granting 
licenses for well-established and profitable enterprises. The most famous license, 
issued in April 1608, was granted to Sir Thomas Phillips to distil in County Antrim, 
now home to the “Old Bushmills” Distillery, the oldest licensed whiskey distillery in 
the world.  
 By 1779, as distilleries mushroomed around the island, Lord North decided to tax, not the volume of 
whiskey produced, but the pot still itself. The Irish whiskey distillers adapted and began a habit which has lived 
on—the use of very large pot stills. The other effect of this legislation was that, as larger distillers adapted and 
prospered, the smaller legal distilleries diminished, and by 1822, numbered forty only.  
 The history of whiskey-making in Ireland then followed the same turbulent path as the history of the 
country itself. Following Wolfe Tone’s Rebellion of 1798, the Act of Union instituted direct rule from England 
and in 1805, the Corn Laws made grain prices artificially high. Only in 1823 did the distillers get relief when a 
tax was imposed on quantities of spirit actually produced. This gave the distilling industry a new lease on life, 
and by 1825, Midleton distillery in East Cork boasted the world’s largest pot still with a capacity 31,500 
gallons. (This pot still is still there today and is part of the tour of the Old Midleton distillery.)  
 Flavoursome and fine whiskeys were produced all over the island, and by the 1850s, Irish whiskey was 
in demand around the world. Under British rule, Ireland was export oriented and, along with grains and assorted 
foodstuffs, Irish distillers produced large quantities of pot-distilled whiskey for export to the expanding British 
Empire. (Irish whiskey outsold Scotch whisky in most markets because it was lighter in body.) It is said that in 
the late 19th century over 400 brands of Irish whiskey were being exported and sold in the United States.  
 This happy state of affairs for Irish distillers lasted into the early 20th century when the market began to 
change. The Irish distillers, pot still users to a man, were slow to respond to the demand for blended Scotch 
whisky with its column-distilled, smooth grain whisky component. When the National Prohibition Act in the 
United States closed off Irish whiskey’s largest export market, many of the smaller distilleries closed. The 
remaining distilleries then failed to adequately anticipate the coming of Repeal (unlike the Scotch distillers) and 

were caught short without adequate stocks when it came.  
 The Great Depression, trade embargoes between the newly independent Irish Republic 
and the United Kingdom, and World War II caused further havoc among the distillers. In 1966 
the three remaining distilling companies in the Republic of Ireland—Powers, Jameson, and 
Cork Distilleries—merged into a single company, Irish Distillers Company (IDC). In 1972, 
Bushmills, the last distillery in Northern Ireland, joined IDC. In 1975 IDC 
opened a new mammoth distillery at Midleton, near Cork, and all of the 

other distilleries in the Republic were closed down with the production of their brands 
being transferred to Midleton.  For a 14-year period the Midleton plant and Bushmills in 
Northern Ireland were the only distilleries in the country.  
 This sad state of affairs ended in 1989 when a potato-peel ethanol plant just outside 
Dundalk was converted into a whiskey distillery. The new Cooley Distillery (the only Irish-
owned distillery) began to produce malt and grain whiskeys, with the first three-year-old bottlings being 
released in 1992. Irish whiskeys, both blended and malt are usually triple distilled through both column and pot 
stills, although there are a few exclusively pot-distilled brands. Irish Pure Pot Still Whiskey is generally labeled 
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as such. Otherwise, Irish whiskeys are a mix of pot and column-distilled whiskeys. Irish Malt Whiskey is 
likewise so designated. Standard Irish whiskey is a blend of malt and grain whiskeys. 
 
And to conclude:  
Well that’s all folks, time may be a great healer, but it’s a lousy beautician! 
 
Until next time, “Keep the faith!” 

Tom Quinn 

 

A Special IAS Thank You to  
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(AKA Sharon Busboom) 

 
Sharon made and donated the lovely quilt, “A Poet’s 
Irish Chain,” as a raffle for the IAS at the Celtic 
Festival. (Sharon also donated a beautiful Scottish-
themed quilt to the St. Andrew Scottish Society, of 
which she is a member.) 
 
The lucky winner of the quilt was Norita Callahan! 
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Bettina Kimpton, PhD from Harvard 
in Celtic Languages and Literatures 
(with a focus on Old Irish), is looking 
for folks who would like to study 
medieval or modern Irish Gaelic. 
Bettina has also studied modern Irish 
language in Donegal and has taught 
Irish at both Harvard and UNM. For 
more information, contact her 
directly at bkimpton@hotmail.com 
(821-8196). 
 

Professional §  Reliable §  Neat §  Fair Prices 
Call Dennis: 892-6446 or 350-1242 

Bonded NM 358332  Painting Rio Rancho Since 1992 
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Gaels Go For It at Celtic Festival! 
 
Chairde Gael,  
                 I am very happy to report that Gaelic football 
and hurling are now up and running here in Albuquerque 
even if it is only once a year at the Rio Grande Valley 
Highland Games and Celtic Festival. We had a great day on 
May 16th with two highly competitive games. In the first 
game (football) the Phoenix Gaels took the McKenna Cup 
in a very tough and sometimes overly fought but spirited 
game. Our own Alan Markey “took the whistle” (did 
extremely well) for this game. Alan’s dad Benny, who was 
over from Drogheda on holidays, marked the pitch for us 
on Friday and did linesman for this game. Result: Phoenix 
Gaels: 0-9; Denver Gaels:  0-8.                                      
 In the second game (hurling) the Phoenix Gaels 
once again came through and took home the Callahan Cup in what must be labeled as a classic confrontation. 
This was a brilliant game to watch. (So much so, I thought I was right back in Ireland!) Once again, Alan 
Markey took the whistle and once again did a great job. His dad Benny 
on this occasion was an umpire. This game was especially meaningful to me as my son, Graham, played with 
the Denver Gaels (proud dad).Result: Pheonix Gaels: 4-19  (31);  Denver Gaels:  4-07  (19). 
 We had lunch boxes for all who participated (over 80), and sodas and water were available at all times. 
Teams where piped out onto the field in a parade led by the Color Guard and bagpipes. All around, it was a 

wonderful day. Both the Denver Gaels and the Phoenix 
Gaels were very impressed. They will also help us to 
search out more clubs for next year.  
 My sincere thanks to everyone who helped make 
this day a memorable one for Albuquerque and our own 
GAA: Fred McKenna (who donated the Football trophy), 
Ken and Norita Callahan (who donated the Hurling 
trophy), Chuck Keady, Maureen Canavan, Joy Matthews, 
George VanStry, Bill White, Mark Morgan, and Alan 
Markey and his dad Benny. Thanks as well to the IAS for 
being so kind and generous in the sponsorship of this 
tournament. And what would we have done without the 
generosity of the folks who donated for lunch boxes and 
drinks for players: Pete McKenna and Janet Patterson, 

Catherine Knox, JC and Kay Kelly, Emmitt O'Sullivan, John Murray, Don and Shirley Tomberlin, Dee Stukas, 
Jennifer Hinchey, Norita Callahan, Bob and Jeanine Blair, Rita Brown, and Carol Carell. 
 And lastly, my heartfelt thanks to my very good friend, Tom Quinn (from Dundalk), who made a 
surprise visit and contributed his wonderful GAA article in the Irish Times, and also donated two sets of books 
and DVDs to raise money for the athletes. 
 It is my hope and desire to continue with these games. I hope you will let me be a humble servant and 
Gael. 

Yours, Colm Matthews 

Phoenix Gaels (Hurling) 

Denver Gaels (Hurling) 
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At the Historic El Rey Theater 
622 Central Ave., S. W. (Downtown 7th and Central) 
June 18, 2009 
Doors open: 7:30 PM 
Show:  8:00 PM 
Tickets: $18 in Advance; $23 at the Door 
$15 Children under 12 
(Advance tickets on sale at Bookworks, Encore Music, 
Birdland, or 1-866-I-GET-TIX and GetTix.net) 
   
On St. Patrick's Day, 1996, Patrick Murphy of Cork City, 
Ireland (vocals, piano, accordion, spoons, harmonica) 
officially joined forces with Steve Twigger of Coventry, 
England (vocals, guitar, mandolin, bouzouki), at O'Brien's 
pub in Santa Monica, California.  In 1997, GAELIC 
STORM was catapulted out of their formative pub haunts 
by an appearance in the blockbuster film Titanic. Cast as 
the "party band" in the steerage scene, they landed the part 
while still drinking pints and playing weekly at O'Brien's. 
In 2003, Ryan Lacey (drums and world percussion) became 
a member of Gaelic Storm. From Pasadena CA, Lacey 
graduated twice from the Los Angeles Music Academy; 
once for hands and once for sticks. Pete Purvis of 
Merrickville, Ontario (uilleann pipes, tin whistle, deger 
pipes and highland pipes) joined the group in 2004. A 
Grade 1 piper, Purvis previously toured with award 
winning pipe bands including the Braemar Pipe Band and 
performed at the 2000 Sydney Olympics. The newest 
member of the band, Jessie Burns (fiddle), originally hails 
from Suffolk England and now lives in Colorado. Prior to 
Gaelic Storm, Jessie played with Gregory Alan Isakov and The Freight, as well as David Ford in England. 
 
“The steerage musicians from the movie Titanic exhibit high energy, brash wit and know how to sing well 
about drinking. Though the players come from all over the English-speaking world, the sound is unmistakably, 
exuberantly Irish.”  --L.A. Daily News 
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Thanks again to our wonderful entertainers 
Emily, John & Jamie Anslover; the Mac-Tíre 
of Skye Pipe and Drum Band and "Aden" and 
Nate; Graham Daily, Clay Norris & Skylar 
Scott with Five Bucks a Month; and soundman 
Jim Brauer. 
 
Luisa Gignac, Lottie McDonald, Rose Marie 
Keating, and others helped with the potluck 
set-up, bussing et al. The array of potluck 
dishes was a culinary delight as always. The 
audience participation for the Ceili dancing 
was great!  
 
We were pleased to see Olive Bell, who was 
the originator of the first Celtic Festival held 
in 1988. The SURPRISE attendee of the 
evening was Tom Quinn, our special friend 
from Dundalk, Co. Louth, who has been 
attending our Celtic Festival off and on since 
1990.   
 
THANKS to ALL who attended! 
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More about John Millington Synge . . . 
BIOGRAPHICALLY the most remarkable feature of Synge's career was its 
brevity. In the six years which elapsed between 1903, when In the Shadow of 
the Glen was produced, to 1909, when he died, he rose from absolute obscurity 
to world fame, and provided us with six plays on which his reputation must 
rest."  

Following the completion, or perhaps we should say, the beginning, of his 
education at Trinity College, Dublin, John Millington Synge set out to see the 
world. On foot he travelled through Germany, Italy and France, absorbing the 
very essence of them through the lives, legends and literature of their people. It 
was in 1899 in a Parisian attic that W.B. Yeats discovered him. With the 
unselfish insight that is not one of the least of Yeat's claims to distinction, he 
realized that here was a real genius being wasted on various kinds of literary 
hackwork. He persuaded Synge to return to Ireland and devote that genius to the 
themes of Irish life and the needs of the recently initiated Irish theater 
movement. 

For some time after his return, Synge spent his time renewing his kinship with 
Ireland, sensing the life and belief of its peasantry. Especially was he interested in those islands just off the west 
coast, and his famous one-act play, Riders to the Sea, sums up the essence of the "constant struggle of the 
islanders against their relentless enemy, the sea."  Many critics rate this play as Synge's best in spite of its 
brevity. Other critics, notably Ernest A. Boyd, in his Contemporary Drama of Ireland, pick The Playboy of the 
Western World as Synge's masterpiece. If the number of its productions on the Irish stage be the test of 
greatness, then this latter play certainly stands first among his limited output. As a matter of fact, it is probably 
to incidents attending the production of this play that Synge owes the world-wide attention focused on him at 
the time. Riots attended its appearance not only in Dublin but in Philadelphia as well. Its enemies attacked it as 
immoral while its proponents quite justly pointed out that it wasn't intended as a "problem" play, and that its 
morals needed no more defense than did those of Cervantes' famous Don Quixote. 

The Well of the Saints has likewise been made the subject of controversy on the grounds that it is sacrilegious in 
intent. In the Shadow of the Glen faced criticism among the moral patriots as a "hideous slander on Irish 
womanhood." The posthumous production in 1910 of Synge's unfinished Deirdre of the Sorrows emphasized 
the loss occasioned to the stage by the playwright's early death. 

This document was originally published in Minute History of the Drama,  
by Alice B. Fort & Herbert S. Kates. New York: Grosset & Dunlap, 1935. p.118. 

 
Synge was quiet, introspective, reticent, yet he allowed his true temperament—with all its wild vagarious 
longings, its furious exultations—to find expression in his plays. "He loves," said Yeats, "all that has edge, all 
that is salt in the mouth, all that is rough to the hand, all that heightens the emotions by contest, all that stings 
into life the sense of tragedy . . . . The food of the spiritual-minded is sweet, an Indian scripture says, but 
passionate minds love bitter food." His interest was in humanity, in everyday life, especially in those 
manifestations of primitive life which he knew so well how to seek out and use to advantage. 

http://www.theatredatabase.com/20th_century/john_millington_synge_001.html 
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Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
§§§§  McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 10 AM – noon. Call 866-5867. 
§§§§  Tir Conaill  Irish Dance Academy, Saturdays at The Elite Dance Studio, 701 Osuna. 
Call 379-3753 or visit www.tirconaillacademy.com  for further information.  

§§§§  Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:30 PM, $2.00. No 
experience necessary! Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
§§§§  Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 

 
Celtic Jam Session at Page One Bookstore (Juan Tabo and Montgomery): 
Every Thursday, 6:45 to 8:45 PM. Admission free. Everyone invited! For info, contact Chuck Butler 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com)  
 
Celtic Music at O’Niell’s: 
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O’Niell’s, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central & 
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
Celtic jam on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of each month, from 11 AM to 2 PM. Two Fools is located at 3211 
Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com). For all the news about what’s going on at Two Fools, visit 
www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can read their monthly newsletter. 
 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web 
�  The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Mondays at 10:00 PM. 
 
�  Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 
 
�  Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/  Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated Irish Radio service 
available on the net.   
 
�  Celtic Crush, Irish music (traditional and modern) Saturday mornings, 8 to 10 AM on Sirius Radio, channel 
832. (This is only for dish network subscribers. If anyone knows if this is accessible by Cable TV, please let me 
know.) 

Celtic Connections: For general information about Celtic events going on around the West, visit 
http://www.celticconnection.com/. Food, humor, books, sports, history and much more! 

��������	�
�������� �
 (friendly gatherings with live music and dance)  

will be held on the first Wednesday of each month. 
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic Musicians/Performers! 
 

The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety 
of instruments, including vocals. 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals. Contact: Kathy Wimmer 
(293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
Blarneystone 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867) 
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 
 
Mac-Tire of Skye Pipes and Drums 
Pipe Major Suzanne “Aden” Lumb 
Phone: (505) 977-0097 
Email: desertpiper@yahoo.com 
 
Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
“Tunes of Glory” for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 

Saoirse (“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”) 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Jamie Elizabeth Foster 
Soprano available for all events. Contact Jamie at 
505-323-1309. 
 
Irish DJ 
Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music 
Contact: Mike Foley 858-1047 (Aulsod@aol.com) 
 
Fonn Sona (“Happy Melody”) 
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
Rye Creek  
Folk, Irish, western, and good old mountain music. 
Contact: Ron Trellue (292-7369) or Terry Axline 
(293-8924) taxline@cabq.gov. 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Michele’s Harp  
765-1288 (buchanan@cybermesa.com) 
 
Celtic Coyotes 
Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, 
and Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan 
celticcoyotes@yahoo.com (710-0583). 
 
Michael and Donna Coy 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, and 
Traditional (296-2017) 
 
Irish Musician/Instrument Repair 
Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of 
guitar, bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer 
dulcimer, mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keith 
Coleman, keith@wckc.us  
 

 



Irish Times          JUNE 2009 
         

 15 

Calendar of Events 
 

IAS/IHC Events 
Date Day What 

June 12 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7 PM at the GAC. A Reader’s 
Theater production of John Millington Synge’s Riders to the Sea. (See 
page one of this newsletter for details.) 

   
 

Celtic/GAC Events 
June 12 – 14 Friday through 

Sunday 
Zookfest 2009. (See ad below for contact information.) 

June 18 Thursday Gaelic Storm in concert at the historic El Rey Theater. (See p. 11 for 
details.) 

June 20 Saturday Strawberry Fest at the GAC, with music by “Swingshift.” (Call 888-
4833 for more info.) 

 
The Ronald McDonald House Fundraiser Project 

  
 We are still collecting the pull-tabs for the Ronald McDonald House here in 
Albuquerque (managed by IAS member Sharon Nolen). I recently received pull-tab 
donations from Sharon Cuaron & family, Bill & Vikki Bryers, Mike Chavez, and Lottie 
McDonald. �   IAS members, please save the pull-tabs (any aluminum pull-tabs, from soup, 
cat/dog food,etc.) and bring them to meetings in a baggie or grocery bag. I’ll take them to the 
collection area.               

 Norita 
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                       P.O. Box 13435 

   Albuquerque, New Mexico  87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed?  Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to 
����������������
��������   

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


