
  

 
 
                Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
    www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  

Next Meeting: Friday, June 13th, 7 PM 
 
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July 
and August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-
American Club (GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 
 

June Meeting: Time for Socializing! 
 
At our June meeting, we will meet and greet each other, and look forward especially to 
welcoming new members. Please bring a sweet or salty snack to share and come visit with your 
fellow IAS-ers! 

And a Grand Time was had 
by all . . .  

Report on the 2008 Rio Grande 
Highland Games and Celtic Festival 
and the IAS-sponsored Kickoff, May 

16th and 17th 

By Norita Callahan 

 
THE KICK-OFF POTLUCK  and gathering at the 
GAC on Friday, May 16th was fun—a great craic—
and attended by over 100 people. Thank you to 
Luisa Gignac, IAS Hospitality, for setting up and 
overseeing the potluck. THANK YOU ALL for 

bringing the array of tasty foods. And thanks to 
helpers Jeanine Blair, Rose Marie Keating, Mike 
Chavez, Fred & Carolyn McKenna , Lynda 

McAllister , Gloria Casale and others for helping with the event. Bob Bryers and Ken Callahan "did" the door. 
Jim Brauers was the expert soundman (did you see the U-Haul van/truck in front of the GAC?  IT was filled 
with sound equipment all ready for a 7 AM Saturday delivery to the Balloon Fiesta field and the main stage. 
Was that a rental, Jim, or your newest "toy"? � ) 
 

(Continued on p. 5) 
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JUNE 2008 505-821-5422 

Katelyn Matthews, Addie Bordagary, Emma Matthews, and 
Aisling Matthews enjoy the Celtic Festival Kickoff Party 
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Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would you like to place an ad in the 
Irish Times newsletter? Business-card-
sized ads are a mere $5 a month. 
Larger-sized ads can be negotiated with 
the editor, Ellen Dowling 
(edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-

1700). You can also put a "click-through" ad on the 
web site of the IAS (www.irishamericansociety-
nm.com) at no extra charge. To put your ad online, 
contact Webmaster Ken Callahan 
(kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

VP-East Mike Briody 
michael.briody@lmco.com  

281-
6738 

VP-West Rose Marie Keating  
rkeating14@comcast.net  

352-
2195 

Treasurer Cathy Lybrand 
cathy.lybrand@qinetiq-na.com   

299-
0521 

Secretary Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

Board Fred McKenna 
FMcK460850@aol.com  

298-
4555 

Board Bob & Vikki Bryers 
TCCVRB@netzero.com   

792-
2026 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

897-
9032 

Librarian Jessica Patterson 
jerinpat@yahoo.com  

296-
6299 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@netscape.com  

881-
4847 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

President Malachy Mahon 
almal@cableone.net  

514-
9782 

Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.
com 

615-
7732 

Director Fred Kelly 
Bkelly9335@aol.com 

250-
0867 

Director Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Director Joe Joyce 771-
2131 

Director Darlene Rice 828-
2903 

The Irish-American Society is a non-
profit, non-political, and non-
sectarian organization devoted to 
furthering Irish-American relations 
through education, travel, recreation, 
charity, music, and dance.  
 
Membership is open to everyone and 
we encourage your support and 
participation. Dues are $20.00 for an 
individual and $25.00 for a family. 
For more information, please call 
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 
298-2708. 
 

Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
Heritage Center, Inc. Board of Directors 
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President's Message 
Dear IAS members, 

The Celtic Festival Kickoff potluck was a great success with a very nice turnout, lots of good food, Ceili 
dancing, and music. Many thanks to the Mac-Tire of Skye Pipe Band, Five Bucks a Month, and Blarneystone for 
providing the wonderful music. And thanks to all those who helped Luisa Gignac organize the food and cleaned 
up afterwards. The Celtic Festival the next day was also a big success. We signed up a number of new members 
and sold about $90 in "do-dads" left over from earlier events. (See Norita's account of the Kickoff and the 
Festival on p.1.) 

We sent a check to the Irish Step Dancers of New Mexico for $1000 to support our local dancers. This 
non-profit organization plans to use the money for registration fees for 16 to 20 dancers competing in Phoenix 
in November for the Western Region Oireachtas. 
 I hope to see you at the June IAS meeting on the 13th. Then we have a two-month break during the 
summer. Our next event will be the annual family picnic on September 14th, held jointly with the St. Andrew 
Scottish Society. 

 Ken Callahan  
 

Céad Mile Fáilte 
 
A hundred thousand welcomes to our newest members:  
 
�   Paulette Baros �   John, Tricia, Graham, Samuel, Elyse, Julia & Noah Dailey 
�   Maureen Canavan �   Patrick Marron 
�   Bridget M. Coyne �   Todd Puckett 
�   Brianna Cuaron �  Shane, Patricia, Ira & Allyson Witte 
  
And welcome back to  
 

§§§§  Ed, Finan, Brynn, Eamon & Connor Cole 
§§§§  John & Carol Conoboy 
§§§§  T.P. Griffin 
§§§§  Don Letherer 
§§§§  Don & Liz McGuire 
§§§§  Lisa Sullivan-Gusweller and family 
 
As of May 20th, for the 2008 membership year, 110 families have renewed (that's times 2) and we have 103 
single members. This is a total of 323 IAS members. 
 
Thanks to the many, many members who have renewed their 2008 IAS membership. If you forgot, PLEASE 
RENEW.                                  

  Norita 
                                   298-2708 

                                   noraabq@yahoo.com  
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IAS Treasurer's Report - April, 2008 
Cathy Lybrand, Treasurer 

Category Income Category Expenses 
Membership Dues 1,235.00 Newsletter 316.84 
Donation 104.12 Membership Expense 131.58 
Newsletter Ads 5.00 Membership Supplies 110.08 
  St. Patrick's Day Party 289.84 
  Entertainment 100.00 
  Beverly Fund 400.00 
  Fund Raising Expense 31.69 

Total Income 1344.12 Total Expenses 1380.03 

    

 April 1 Beginning Balance 8126.57 

  Income  1344.12 

  Expenses (1380.03) 

 April 30 Ending Balance 8090.66 

         * Beverly Fund is on hold in the bank 

 

Interested in Learning 
Gaelic?  

 
If you are interested in Scots Gaelic, Kenneth 
McCormick is conducting a beginner's level 
class. For information on time and place, 
contact Ken at klmccor@yahoo.com or (505) 
205-9602. 
 
For Irish Gaelic, check out 
http://irish.meetup.com/117 and sign up to 
receive announcements of Irish Language meetings held in Albuquerque. This site is hosted by Padraig; for 
more info, contact him at patrick1977@q.com or call 505-856-5193. 

��������	���
�����
������
�����
����
���
���������
���������  

 
The IAS is looking for local folks who want to perform at one of our monthly meetings: musicians, 
performers, lecturers, etc. We welcome proposals on anything of a Celtic nature. And we pay a modest 
honorarium of $50 for your time. If you are interested (or know someone we should contact), please let Ellen 
(edowling@standuptrainer.com, 307-1700) or Norita (norrabq@aol.com, 298-2708) know. 



Irish Times          JUNE 2008       
  

 5 

Celtic Kickoff and Festival Report 
(Continued from p.1) 

 
Our volunteer performers for the evening were: The Mac-Tire of Skye Pipe and Drum Band, Five Bucks a 
Month band, (who played for Ceili dancing) and the Irish group Blarneystone.  Thank you—it was great! 
 
Olive Bell, a very good friend for years now, attended the Kick-off. Olive was the organizer of the 
RGVCF&HG in 1988 (the plans started way before that) and she was the Guest of Honor of the Celtic Festival 
this year. Always so nice to see you, Olive. 
 
THE CELTIC FESTIVAL & 
GAMES: It was a clear day, TG! We 
arrived at field at 7AM with a full van 
and station wagon. Mike Chavez helped 
Ken Callahan set up the 10 x 20 canopy, 
tables, chairs, flags, boxes of T- and 
sweat-shirts, cook books, and the doo-
dads, etc. The ABQ Fire Dept. 
inspectors were cordial and IAS met the 
requirements as IAS tarp was 
"Registered Flame Retardant, State of 
California, meeting CPAI-84 
Specifications," our mounted fire 
extinguisher was certified, up-to code, 
and we had a "No Smoking" sign. The 
festival began at 9AM. There was a little 
wind. The Opening Ceremonies started at noon. There was more wind, pretty gusty at times. 
 
For the IAS booth, I was grateful for volunteers Ellen Thompson, Pam & Peter Colton, Sharon Cuaron, 
Mike Chavez, Ken Callahan, Ellen Dowling. We chatted with nice people, sold T/sweat shirts, fused glass 
shamrocks, doo-dads, met and signed up new members, chatted with past IAS members whom we haven't seen 
in years . . . 
 
And then . . . 
 
It started pouring rain. A big, horrible wind flipped the 10 x 20, hitting Doug Carter in the head, pinning him 
against a truck, and knocked friend Tisa Neff to the ground. It overturned tables and chairs, bent tent and flag 
poles—papers went flying, glass broke, ripped the tarp (oh no, hope I don't have to get another regulation state 
of CA #CPAI-84 tarp!!!), which was a tangled, wet mess. The clan tents on either side of IAS, the Norwegians 
and the Scots, had a scary/wet time also. 
 
Well, then the worst was over—as we quickly loaded the van, the rain/wind lessened and then in a little while 
voila! the sun came out. Does anyone remember when we have had a Celtic Festival that something like this 
DID NOT happen? Remember the piece d'resistance—the 1991 Summerfest on Civic Plaza? I saw the greenish 
boiling clouds, said "It looks like something out of the Wizard of Oz," and someone from the crowd yelled "I'm 
from Kansas, TAKE COVER, it's a tornado!!" IT was 3 tornadoes! Do some of us have stories about that day! 
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The Festival continued, and just shortly after the closing ceremony, the clouds got black, a wind picked 
up….ummmm I went home!  IT WAS A GOOD DAY!!!!! 
 
There were so many IAS members involved in the festival: Olive McCaskell Bell, whom I mentioned earlier, 
was the Honored Guest; Don Baker, Pipes/Drums Coordinator; Peter McKenna, Clan/Society tents;  Gerry 
Muisener, the 2008 Honored Veteran, Entertainment Director, Blarneystone; John & Jutta Caldwell, past 
Directors; Jeanne Medley, Demo Dancing and her granddaughter, Jamie Foster sang the National Anthem; 
Jim Brauer & Rose Marie Keating, sound; the musicians/dancers: Shane & Jeanne Page & Family, The 
Next Chapter; John Green & Chuck Butler, Fonn Sona;  Bernadette McTigue, Jill Oglesby, Suzanne 
Taichert, Blatha Craige; the Scottish, Irish ceili, set and step dancers and families; Athletics, Colm Matthews 
and family (son Graham came from CO w/ the Hurling team) and Artie Walsh; booths, Heritage Center, 
Malachy Mahon, Kate Nash, Mike Briody , Michael Patrick & Rose Hendrickson, Bally Dun, Jeff Watson 
(co-owner Two Fools),  Dusty & Mary McDaniel , Tricia Dailey, Edie Henderson and probably many more 
whom I didn't see. 
 
Ellen Dowling, IAS newsletter editor, did the Celtic Festival program—well-written and interesting articles 
(hope you read it – was an excellent program). Gold stars to Susan Valdez, Print Express. 
 
And to DONNA BROWN, the over-all coordinator of the 2008 RGVCF&HG: Many, many kudos! It was a 
great day—an overwhelming task—THANK YOU!  
 
Over 8,000 people attended this year's Festival! Volunteers are the key. YOU can help, perhaps next year. 
Maybe not on the actual festival day, but in the months beforehand. See, with your volunteer help, how IT all 
fits into place. It's a good feeling. Remember, the old adage "Many Hands Make Light Work." 
 

The amazing musicians of Five Bucks a Month, performing 
at the Celtic Festival Kickoff Party. 

������������������� �
 
Norita Callahan and her Ceili dancers 
invite all IAS members to join them for a 
series of  

�
�������������
(Friendly gatherings 

with music and dance!) 
 
The first Mini Ceili will be held on 
Wednesday, June 4th with live music (the 
fabulous Five Bucks a Month musicians) at 
the GAC. Dancing starts at 7:30 PM. Cost 
is $3 per person. 
       
Subsequent ceilis will be held on July 2nd, 
August 6th, and September 3rd. For more 
info, contact Norita at 298-2708 
(noraabq@yahoo.com).  
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Aulsod's Culture Corner 
          

We are Michael Foley (a.k.a. Aulsod) and my wife Deborah Foley (a.k.a. Boston Legend), and our main 
goal is to give people Irish entertainment ideas. We have said this before, but just to reiterate, we love to get any 
kind of Irish-related entertainment questions. We may not know the answer, but we have been writing this 
column since May 1999 and have access to all kinds of resources. So again, feel free to email or call us with any 
Irish movie, music, book or general inquiry. You can contact us at Aulsod@aol.com or by phone at 505-858-
1047. You can also send an anonymous postcard to 7101 Beverly Hills Ave. NE, ABQ, NM 87113. We rate 
events on a 0-5 shamrock scale (with 5 being the best).  

 
On Netflix/DVD 

Rory OShea Was Here (2004)  
Ratings: Aulsod ���� ; Boston Legend ����    
 This film opens in Dublin at Carrigmore House for the Disabled .We meet Michael and Rory in two 
brilliant performances by Michael Robertson and James McAvoy. Michael has cerebral palsy, has difficulty 
communicating, and has been institutionalized all his life. Rory is a motor mouth mischief-maker who has just 
arrived as his muscular dystrophy has progressed. They become fast friends and we follow them as they attempt 
to leave the Home and become independent. 
 The film was called Inside I'm Dancing in Ireland and changed because the producers felt the title might 
cause offense in the US, not sure why. It's loosely based on the true story of Dermot Walsh, a cerebral palsy 
sufferer who fought for a personal assistance grant so he could get out of his institution. It may not sound too 
exciting but this is a funny, sad, believable, and beautifully written film.  

   
Music To Your Ears 

 
Collaborations by Sinead O'Connor (2005) 
Ratings: Aulsod ���� ; Boston Legend ����   
 Regular readers will know we are big fans of Sinead O'Connor's music. Yes, she is crazy and can't keep 
out of the news, but the girl can sing. Her individual CDs are awesome, but over the years she has collaborated 
with many groups to expand her musical horizons. That's in plain view in this new 17-track CD of previously 
released songs. Its goes from the present all the way back to 1986, with Heroine (her song released with The 
Edge from U2. 
 Lovers of world beat music will love this CD; it's really worth 5 shamrocks, except for a couple of weak 
songs toward the end. Three of our favorites are It's All Good with Damien Dempsey (hugely popular in Ireland 
right now), Tears from the Moon with Conjure One, and Release with the Afro Celt System. Also featured are 
Moby, U2, Peter Gabriel, and Asian Dub Foundation to name a few. It won't be the last you hear from her this 
year as she has a new Reggae CD due out this fall.  

     Slainte!                      Aulsod     
 

Flowers of the Forest 
  
We were saddened to hear of the death of IAS member Judy Lujan's daughter, Kerri 
(just 19 years old), in a car accident on May 20. (Judy is also a member of Norita's 
Ceili class and a Scottish dancer.) May Kerri rest in peace. 
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Touring Turlough O'Carolan Country and 
Playing Carolan's Receipt on Hammered 

Dulcimer 
by Jeanne Page (IAS member and musician with The Next Chapter) 

 
It is fitting that I pay special tribute to Irish harper/composer/poet/singer 
Turlough O'Carolan, for he was "instrumental" in leading me into the 
hammered dulcimer world. Many years ago I was given a mountain dulcimer 
as a gift. Not long after, I providentially found a copy of a dulcimer 
recording by Joemy Wilson: "Carolan's Cottage." I popped the cassette into 
my player and sat in a trance. I was unaware that there were two kinds of 
dulcimers, and since there was no photo of the instrument on the cover, I was 

completely taken by surprise with the bell-like quality of these magical strings. As I soaked up the rich 
melodies, I became enchanted with the O'Carolan tunes dancing on air, and with the instrument producing such 
mesmerizing tones. I knew that those sounds couldn't be produced by the dulcimer in my lap. It had to be 
something different! I didn't know what that instrument looked like, or how to play one—I just knew that I had 
to have one! It wasn't long before I had purchased my first hammered dulcimer and I began playing my first 
O'Carolan tune, "Planxty George Brabazon." 
 Years later when my husband and I finally journeyed across the pond for a visit to the Emerald Isle, I 
knew that touring Turlough O'Carolan country would be high on the sightseeing 
priority list. By that time I had long since taken up the harp as well, and my 
connection with Carolan had deepened as a result. 
 We began our O'Carolan portion of the trip in County Roscommon in 
the western inlands of the Republic of Ireland. Our first stop was the tiny town 
of Keadue (Ceideadh in Gaelic, translated 'low lying hill') that, in addition to 
winning the National Title in the "Tidiest Town" competition, is also the home 
of the annual O'Carolan International Harp Festival. Each August musicians 
from all over the world descend on this delightful village to pay homage to 
Ireland's favorite bard with concerts, sessions, workshops, recitals, and the 
International O'Carolan Harp Competition. Ten days are devoted to everything 
O'Carolan. 
It is in this picturesque village that we found the O'Carolan Heritage Park that 
was opened in 1993. This pretty little spot in the middle of the town has 
flagstone paths, fountains, and a bronze replica of Carolan's harp as the 
historical centerpiece. A small Round House on the grounds also features the 
music of his first composition Sidh Beag, Sidh Mor. Since this was our first 
stop, I immediately jumped out of the rental car and ran up to that bronze statue to count the strings. Yes, I 
thought, it looks like it was 36 strings . . . and not very large either . . . at least compared to 36 string harps of 
today. I ran my hands over that statue so thrilled to see this replica of the actual instrument he played! 
 After sitting in the little Round House for a bit and enjoying a quiet moment, it was back in the car to 
hunt down our next appointed landmark.  
 Our journey took us to the nearby village of Ballyfarnon located at the base of the Arigna Mountains. 
The Alderford House in Ballyfarnon was built nearly 400 years ago and was owned by the McDermott Roe 
family. It was on the grounds of the estate that young Turlough lived as a boy; it is where he was stricken with 
blindness as a youth; it is where he received his first harp lessons due to the kindness of Mrs. McDermott Roe, 
and it is where he eventually died. Carolan composed many tunes honoring members of his first patroness and 
her family. It is said that at the end of his life, he arrived on her doorstep, quite ill, saying, "I have come here 
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after all I have gone through to die at home at last, where I got my first schooling, and my first horse." He was 
immediately taken in and tenderly cared for during the week that preceded his death. Sensing that he was 
nearing the end, he called for his harp and played his well-known Carolan's Farewell to Music. His former 
music pupil Charles O'Conor recorded his passing: "Saturday, the 25th day of March, 1738. Turlough O'Carolan, 
the wise master and chief musician of the whole of Ireland, died today and was buried in the O'Duignan's 
church of Kilronan, in the sixty-eighth year of his age. May his soul find mercy, for he was a moral and 
religious man." His wake lasted for four days and it was reported that harpers and musicians from all over 
Ireland assembled, camping out on the grounds surrounding 
the mansion. Day and night, O'Carolan tunes wafted out 
across the hills and valleys in every direction.  
 As we drove into Ballyfarnon, we were armed with 
a few obscure clues that helped us to locate the Alderford 
House. The crumbling iron gate can be seen from the road 
but most would pass by it without noticing it, or knowing 
its historical significance. My husband and I parked the car 
and climbed over the tiny fence. 
 We walked some distance wondering if the house 
still existed and then suddenly we came upon it. It was 
sadly in terrible disrepair. Like the front gate, the building, 
too, was crumbling and the land surrounding it was over 
run with weeds. Old automobiles, tractors and junk littered 

the area and I found myself shocked and disappointed 
that a home with so much musical history would have 
been left to such a fate. We walked all around it and as 
I looked up to the broken panes of glass, I imagined a 
dying Turlough breathing his last in one of those 
rooms. 
 
[Editor's Note: This is the first installment of Jeanne's 
article, which you can read in its entirety at 
http://www.dulcimersessions.com/apr08/page.html. 
The next installment will appear in the July 
newsletter.] 
 

 
 

IAS Member's Daughter Honored for her Fight Against ALS 
 
Debbie Gourlay-Basile (daughter of IAS member Irene Gourlay) is being honored by the ALS Association's 
New Mexico Chapter in her fight against Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis ("Lou Gehrig's Disease"). Debbie 
has lost her ability to speak, but continues to volunteer with the local ALS chapter, assisting others living 
with this disease. The ALS chapter has proclaimed Debbie and her family as a family that best exemplifies 
the spirit of "ALS Across America." You can read about Debbie's courageous struggle on the ALS web site: 
http://www.als-mda.org/anyone/May_5.html  
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Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
§§§§  McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 10 AM – noon. Call 866-
5867. 

§§§§  Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:30 PM, $2.00. No 
experience necessary! Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708.  

§§§§  Celtic de Santa Fe School of Irish Dancing. Classes in Santa Fe and Los 
Alamos. CRN curriculum. Ages 3 and up. Email: cdsf@mac.com or call 505-984-1139.  Website: 
www.celticdestantafe.com 

§§§§  Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 

 
Celtic Music Jam at Wild Oats (now Whole Foods): 
6:30 – 9:30 PM, 1st Thursday of the month at the Wild Oats/Whole Foods store at San Mateo and Academy. 
Musicians of all skill levels are invited to participate. For information, call Chuck Butler at 293-1421 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com).  
 
Celtic Music Jam at the Blue Dragon: 
Chuck Butler's Jammin' Group (see above) will be at the newly reopened Blue Dragon the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
Thursdays of the month.  
 
Celtic Music at O'Niell's: 
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O'Niell's, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central & 
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
Celtic jam on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month, from 3:00 to 6:00 PM. Live Celtic band (Blarneystone) on 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays. Two Fools is located at 3211 Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, 
contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 (chuckjacobbutler@msn.com). 
 For all the news about what's going on at Two Fools, visit www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can 
read their monthly newsletter. 
 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web 
�  The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Sundays at 9:00 PM. 
 
�  Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 
 
�  Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/  Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated Irish Radio service 
available on the net.   
 
Celtic Connections: For general information about Celtic events going on around the West, visit 
http://www.celticconnection.com/. Food, humor, books, sports, history and much more!  
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic 
Musicians/Performers! 

 
Canterbury Harps 
Play a variety of Celtic and Renaissance music, in 
costume if requested.  
Contact: Laura Hughes 296-8940 
 
The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety 
of instruments, including vocals. 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals 
Contact: Kathy Wimmer (293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
Blarneystone 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867) 
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 
 
Irish Musician/Instrument Repair 
Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of 
guitar, bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer 

dulcimer, mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keith 
Coleman, keith@wckc.us  
 
Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
"Tunes of Glory" for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 
Saoirse ("seer shih," Irish for "freedom") 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Harps of Enchantment 
Harpers (2) available for parties, weddings, etc.  
Contact: http://harpsenchant.home.comcast.net 
 
Irish DJ 
Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music 
Contact: Mike Foley 858-1047 (Aulsod@aol.com) 
 
Fonn Sona ("Happy Melody") 
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
McTeggart Irish Step Dancers 
Contact: Beverly Coleman 866-5867  
revalanc@aol.com 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Celtic Harp, vocals, and vestments 
765-1288 (www.affordablevestments.com) 
 
Celtic Coyotes 
Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, 
and Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan 
celticcoyotes@yahoo.com (710-0583). 
 
Michael and Donna Coy 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, and 
Traditional (296-2017) 
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Calendar of Events 
 

IAS/IHC Events 
Date Day What 

June 10 Tuesday IAS Board Meeting, 7 PM at the GAC. All members invited to attend. 
June 13 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7 PM at the GAC. Social evening. 
September 9 Tuesday IAS Board Meeting, 7 PM at the GAC. All members invited to attend. 
September 12 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7PM at the GAC. Program: 

Michele Buchanan, Harpist. 
September 14 Sunday IAS Annual Family Picnic, at Elena Gallegos Picnic Area. (Event 

shared with members of the St. Andrew Scottish Society.) 
 

Celtic/GAC Events 
June 3 Wednesday Mini Ceili  at the GAC, 7:30 PM. (See announcement on p. 6.) Also on 

July 2, August 6, and September 3. 
June 8-14  Zoukfest World Music Camp at the College of Santa Fe. See 

www.zoukfest.com . 
June 14 Saturday Andy Irvine in Concert, Gig Performance Space, 1808 2nd St., Santa Fe,  

8 PM. Tickets are $20 at the door (no advance sales). Andy is a former 
member of the Irish band, Patrick Street. For more info, visit 
http://www.gigsantafe.com/calendar.html  

June 21 Saturday Albuquerque Folk Festival, 10 AM to 11 PM at Expo New Mexico. For 
more info, see flyer on pages 8 and 9. 
http://www.gigsantafe.com/calendar.html 

July 11-13  14th Annual Colorado Irish Festival, Clement Park, Littleton, CO. For 
details, visit www.coloradoirishfestival.org.  

The Ronald McDonald House Fundraiser Project 
 
 The IAS is no longer collecting aluminum cans, but we ARE collecting the pop-
tops for the Ronald McDonald House here in Albuquerque (managed by IAS member 
Sharon Nolen). 
 IAS members, please save the pop-tops and bring them to meetings in a baggie or 
grocery bag. I'll take them to the collection area. 
 Recently, I received baggies of pulltabs from Casey McCabe and Gloria Bolek. 
Thanks.  
 The IAS received a thank note from The Ronald McDonald House for our 
donation of pulltabs. The pulltab project is now getting $.70 per/lb—that's good news! 
 When we dropped them off, Celia Morris and I received the "grand tour" of the 
facility by Sharon Nolen. Sharon and the staff are anxiously awaiting the completion of a new addition which 
will provide more housing for families. 
 Since 1982, the mission of the Ronald McDonald House has been to provide a loving "home away from 
home" for anguished families near the hospital where their children are receiving life-saving treatment. A 
current local goal is to raising $36,450, which will help towards providing families with lodging, home-cooked 
meals, and other aids.  I didn't know this, but in addition to Ronald McDonald Houses in the USA, there are also 
facilities in other countries. Interesting! 

                               Norita   
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                       P.O. Box 13435 
   Albuquerque, New Mexico  87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed?  Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to �����
��� ���
�����
������   

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


