
  

 
 
                Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
    www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  

Next Meeting: January 11th, 7:00 PM 
 
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July 
and August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-
American Club (GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 
  

A Sobering Talk for the New Year: 
 The Irish Potato Famine 

 
The speaker for our January program will be Joleen Streit, whose 
interest in this darkest of periods of Irish history was sparked by her 
research into her own Irish ancestry. 
 
Joleen began actively researching her family tree about 10 years ago. 
Her mother spent many hours with her daughter singing Irish songs, 
telling Irish stories and encouraging her to be proud of her Irish ancestry. 
 Many of the Irish in her lineage came over to the US during the famine 
years, settling in an Irish community in Illinois. In an attempt to more 
fully understand their plight, she began gathering information about the 
Great Potato Famine. She has put this together into a presentation which 
she previously gave to the Albuquerque Genealogical Society and will 
present to the Irish-American Society on Jan. 11th.  This presentation 
gives a general background on the Famine and explains how the socio-
economic factors of the times fed a naturally occurring disaster. She 
attempts to pull all of the pieces of the puzzle together so that we can better understand how this horrible event 
happened and how it affected the people on that small green island . . . and the world. 
  
Joleen is a hypnotherapist, specializing in pregnancy and birth. She is also a birth doula, a professionally trained 
birth support person. She and her husband own Positive Human Dynamics, Ltd. in Rio Rancho. She is a 
member of the Albuquerque Genealogical Society, having served as their secretary for 3 years. Joleen can be 
found most Wednesday and Monday nights, dancing to the sounds of an Irish reel or jig, and on Sundays 
joining others to "tootle a tune" on her penny whistle.   
 
We hope it is your New Year's resolution to join us and bring a sweet or salty snack to 
share!  

����������� �
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Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
Heritage Center, Inc. Board of Directors 
President Malachy Mahon 

tubberdaly@hotmail.com   
514-
9782 

Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.
com 

615-
7732 

Director Fred Kelly 
Bkelly9335@aol.com 

250-
0867 

Director Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Director Joe Joyce 771-
2131 

 
Would you like to place an ad in the 
Irish Times newsletter? Business-card-
sized ads are a mere $5 a month. 
Larger-sized ads can be negotiated with 
the editor, Ellen Dowling 
(edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-

1700). You can also put a "click-through" ad on the 
web site of the IAS (www.irishamericansociety-
nm.com) at no extra charge. To put your ad online, 
contact Webmaster Ken Callahan 
(kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

VP-East PJ Kennedy 
PJsetdancing@yahoo.com 

271-
1505 

VP-West Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Treasurer Lynda McAllister 
lyndaone@netzero.net  

294-
6610 

Secretary Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

Board John Murray 293-
8983 

Board Chuck Keady 
oceidigh@aol.com  

298-
5285 

Board Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.com 

615-
7732 

Past 
President 

Paul McDonough  
PenthorMul@aol.com 

294-
8205 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

897-
9032 

Librarian Jessica Patterson 
jerinpat@yahoo.com  

296-
6299 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@netscape.com  

881-
3118 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

The Irish-American Society is a non-
profit, non-political, and non-
sectarian organization devoted to 
furthering Irish-American relations 
through education, travel, recreation, 
charity, music, and dance.  
 
Membership is open to everyone and 
we encourage your support and 
participation. Dues are $20.00 for an 
individual and $25.00 for a family. 
For more information, please call 
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 
298-2708. 
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President's Message 
Dear IAS members, 

 
We had a really fun potluck Christmas Party with Santa, lots of children, and a great band. A very 

special thanks to the Blarneystone band whose members, Gerry Muisener, Andy Moss, and Kent Smith, 
volunteered their time and considerable talents. Many thanks for the fundraising activities of PJ Kennedy and 
Lynda McAllister (cake walk), Ellen Dowling (silent auction), Don and Fran Hardy and the Andrego family 
(Santa pictures), which altogether raised over $500. Thank you to all who helped with the decorations, set up, 
and clean up, including Celia Morris, Loni Muisener, Norita, Shirley and Don Tomberlin, Peggy Schmidt, Jerry 
Scoggins, Mike Chavez, Lena Stout, and EVERYONE else who donated cakes, auction items, and food and 
helped in various ways. These events really are a group effort and I thank you all. 

Our next event is the fundraising Celtic Coyotes concert on Saturday, January 12th from 7-9 PM at the 
First Unitarian Church (Comanche and Carlisle) at a cost of only $10. [See flyer on p. 5.] You can also have a 
light meal before the concert (homemade soups, breads, etc.) for an additional $5. We expect the concert to sell 
out prior to the 12th so I urge you to please call me and reserve your tickets at 298-2708. Support your local 
Irish-American Society!  

Our fellows Celts, the St. Andrew Scottish Society of NM, are having their annual Robert Burns Dinner 
party on Saturday, February 2nd at the Marriott Pyramid North. Please contact Don Baker for reservations and 
further details at 301-8990. 

At our January 11th meeting we will consider several changes to the bylaws, including changing our 
operating year from 1 April - 31 March to 1 January - 31 December. If approved, the Board proposes regular 
elections in April with Board members serving for the remainder of 2008 and holding new elections toward the 
end of 2008 for the 2009 year. We will discuss the transition at the meeting and welcome suggestions from the 
members. 

I wish you all a Happy New Year. 
Ken Callahan  

 
Céad Mile Fáilte 

 
A hundred thousand welcomes to our newest members:  
 
�   John Daly �   Roxanna McNeil and Stuart Kay 
�   Jeramie & Mara Lund �   Karon McNeil 
�   Scott & Kristen Sallberg  
  
As of December 12th, we have 132 family members (times 2) and 140 single members. This is a total of 404 
IAS members.   

Norita Callahan 
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IAS Treasurer’s Report - November, 2007 
 

Category  Income Category   Expenses 
Membership Dues 105.00 Honorarium, Timothy Graham 50.00 
Newsletter Ads 60.00 Newsletter 605.32 
  GAC - ½ of the Proceeds 

from Halloween 
185.00 

    
    

Total Income 165.00 Total Expenses 840.32 

    

 November 1 Beginning Balance 5,006.10 

  Income  165.00 

  Expenses (655.32) 

 November 30 Ending Balance 4,330.78 

  

����������	�
��
�
����	�
������
 
An Albuquerque mom, Sarah Wilkinson, has founded an 
organization known as PeacePal (www.peacepal.org). PeacePal is 
an international penpal organization, whose aim is to help children 
and young adults promote peace in their daily lives by 
corresponding with each other across the world (by email or snail 
mail). There are currently PeacePal communities in Nicaragua, 
Togo, Ghana, Pakistan, and India, and several connections in 
Australia and Europe coming soon. 
 Sarah has two young girls anxiously waiting to get 
connected with PeacePals in Ireland. If you know of any children in 
Ireland (ages 9 – 10 yrs.), please contact Sarah at 505-255-2042 



Irish Times          JAN 2008       
  

 5 

The Irish-American Society of New Mexico and 
the First Unitarian Church present . . . 

�
������
����

��������
 

In concert 
January 12 

7 – 9 PM 
at the First Unitarian Church 

(corner of Comanche and 
Carlisle) 

 
 

 
Dinner (homemade soup and bread, beer and wine) 

 served 5 – 7 PM 
 
The Celtic Coyotes play traditional music from the 
Celtic lands of Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and Brittany. 
The group began as a trio featuring Celtic harp, 
whistles, and the bass viol. With the addition of a 
fiddler and a drummer the repertoire expanded to 
include dance tunes for Irish step dancers to perform. 
The Celtic Coyotes' music includes historic time-
honored songs of the Celtic lands. 
 
The group currently has five members; instruments include fiddle, whistles, wooden 
flute, small pipes, concertina, percussion, and keyboards. Steve Miller, songwriter and 
guitarist; and keyboardist Nancy Kolenc are the featured vocalists. Ginger Lawrence, 
member of the New Mexico Symphony, plays the all-important fiddle and sings. Doug 
Cowan performs on the wind instruments and manages the band. Roger Hailstone 
beats a variety of drums, including the bodhran, giving the band a unique percussive 
sound. 
 
 
 

Tickets: 
 $10.00 for the 
performance;  

$5 donation for the dinner 
 
You can reserve tickets by calling 
Ken Callahan at 298-2708. 
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Special deal on Flowers for 
IAS Members! 

 
Katie Bolek Rich, daughter of IAS 
member Gloria Bolek, is opening a new 

flower shop, ����� , on December 11th.  
 
From December 11 through December 24, 
Katie will offer a 10% discount on all 
flowers to all IAS members. Give her a 
call! 

��������������������������������� ���
  
Seeking position where technical 
skills, training abilities, and 
leadership capabilities can be 
demonstrated. 
 
Possess over 20 years of successful 
experience in the electronics 
industry, covering different aspects 
in the field: supervision, quality 
control, calibration, productivity, 
production test, assembly, records, 
discipline, customer relations, and 
sales. 
  
PAUL THOMAS McDONOUGH 

UNIT 16-A 
8333 Comanche Road NE 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 
Phone: (505) 294-8205 

Cell: (505) 2707314 
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Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
§  McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 10 AM – noon. Call 866-5867. 
§  Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:30 PM, $2.00. No 

experience necessary! Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708. 
§  Celtic de Santa Fe School of Irish Dancing. Classes in Santa Fe and Los Alamos. 

CRN curriculum. Ages 3 and up. Email: cdsf@mac.com or call 505-984-1139 
Website: www.celticdestantafe.com 
�   Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 
 

Celtic Music Jam at Wild Oats: 
6:30 – 9:30 PM, Thursday evenings at the Wild Oats store at San Mateo and Academy. Musicians of all skill 
levels are invited to participate. For information, call Chuck Butler at 293-1421 (chuckjacobbutler@msn.com).  
 
Celtic Music at O'Niell's: 
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O'Niell's, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central & 
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
Celtic jam on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month, from 3:00 to 6:00 PM. Live Celtic band (Blarneystone) on 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays. Two Fools is located at 3211 Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, 
contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 (chuckjacobbutler@msn.com). 
 For all the news about what's going on at Two Fools, visit www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can 
read their monthly newsletter. 
 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web 
�  The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Sundays at 9:00 PM. 
 
�  Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 
 
�  Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/  Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated Irish Radio service 
available on the net.   
 
Celtic Connections: For general information about Celtic events going on around the West, visit 
http://www.celticconnection.com/. The Celtic Connection started as a one-page newsletter in 1993 out of 
Nallen's Irish Pub in Denver, Colorado and has developed into a nice little paper (both hard copy and online). 
This website contains links to hours and hours of music videos and podcasts. You will find news and learn of 
coming live events and entertainment opportunities. Visit the travel page to hook up a flight to Ireland or the 
Rocky Mountains or just check out the latest weather forecast for Dublin. Food, humor, books, sports, history 
and much more! [Editor's Note: The December issue of The Celtic Connection includes a 
front-page article about the IAS and CFPNI!] 
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Real Estate Minute 
 
Albuquerque's MLS 

system recently changed and 
there is a new website one can 
visit and search for homes with 
no obligation. Go to 
http://abqrealtors.rapmls.com. 
There you can search for 
residential, farm, rentals, land, 
commercial etc by address, area 
or MLS numbers. The 
information is current and if 
you ever want to look at any of 
these properties feel free to 
contact Deb and me at any time. 
Check it out and it's actually a 
very good website.  

 Mike and Deb Foley 
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Aulsod's Culture Corner 
          
We are Michael Foley (a.k.a. Aulsod) and my wife Deborah Foley (a.k.a. Boston Legend), and our main goal is 
to give people Irish entertainment ideas. We would love to know what people think of our column, both likes 
and dislikes. You can contact us via email at Aulsod@aol.com or by phone at 505-858-1047. You can also send 
an anonymous postcard to 7101 Beverly Hills Ave. NE, ABQ, NM 87113. We rate events on a 0-5 shamrock 
scale (with 5 being the best).  

On Netflix/DVD 
 

Cracker: A New Terror (2006) 
Ratings: Aulsod  ��� ;  Boston Legend ��  
Also Cracker Season 1 (1993), Season 2 (1994) and Season 3 (1994) 
Ratings : Aulsod ����� ; Boston Legend �����  

 
Recently this excellent series returned with a new episode after a twelve year absence. We loved the 

originals starring Robbie Coltrane, and if renting them, make sure you get the original BBC series, not the later 
rip offs. Coltrane stars as Fitz, a brilliant psychologist who solves crimes in Manchester, England while his own 
life is a disaster. He smokes, drinks, and gambles too much, but he is a lovable rascal.  

Here Fitz returns 10 years later after having been abroad in Australia. Early on we see he's the same Fitz, 
though a little older but not wiser. He gets involved in a case where Americans are been targeted and killed. The 
reviewers were not kind to this episode as many felt it was blatant anti-Americanism. The perpetrator, who is 
quickly identified, is an ex-British soldier who fought in Northern Ireland. He saw his buddies die and felt the 
war against them was in part funded by the USA. But after 9/11, American foreign policy changed and now he 
wonders what his friends died for in the North. 

As I said, the reviews were not kind and even as we were watching it we were surprised at the direction 
it was going. For me, it's a marginal thumbs up, but it was not even close to the quality of the original series 
which is a must see.   
 
The Informer (1935) 
Ratings: Aulsod ��� ; Boston Legend ��  

 
How does one review a classic? This 1935 film won Oscars for Best Picture, Best Director (John Ford), 

Best Actor (Victor McLaglen), and Best Screenplay. We hadn't seen it before and last year the film was 
remastered and re released. It is okay, but obviously dated and I felt McLaglen's acting, which continues to be 
widely praised, was way over the top. 
 As for the story, it stars McLaglen as Gyppo Nolan, a penniless IRA soldier who has fallen out of favor. 
He and his streetwalker girlfriend want to go to America, so he decides to rat out his best friend to the British 
for 20 pounds, enough for safe passage for two to USA. However, his friend is killed by the British in a botched 
raid and Gyppo is overcome with guilt. He goes on a drunken spree and in one night blows all the money. His 
free spending draws the attention of the IRA and he's initially suspected. He proclaims his innocence, but is 
interrogated and eventually killed for being an informer. As we said, it's a classic film and well worth a look, 
but to be honest we were under whelmed.     
 

Music to Your Ears 
After The Morning by Cara Dillon 
Ratings: Aulsod ���� ; Boston Legend ���    
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Cara Dillon was born 1975 in Dungiven, Co. Derry, and as a 14-year-old won the All-Ireland 
Traditional Singing Trophy. A year later she joined the group Oige and later sang with De Dannan and 
Equation, where she met her husband and collaborator, Sam Lakeman, and they decided to get it a try as a duo. 
After years of floundering around in the late 90s, they left their record label and decided to go it alone. That led 
to the release of her first CD, Cara Dillon, in 2001 to critical acclaim. Now considered a folk singer, she 
followed that up with Sweet Liberty (2003) and her rendition of There Were Roses by Tommy Sands was worth 
the price of the CD alone. We really liked that album and we both gave it a four-shamrock rating.  

Since then Dillon has traveled the globe and in 2004 at the Meteor Irish Music Awards she was voted as 
Ireland's Best Female Singer. In 2006 she performed at the opening ceremony for the 2006 Ryder Cup at the K 
Club in Ireland. She has a wonderful, crisp clear voice, and it all comes through again in this CD. Well worth a 
listen to one of the top vocalists in Ireland today.  

 

Flowers of the Forest 
 
We are very saddened to report that our own Irish tenor 
and military historian extraordinaire, Ben McDonald, 
85, passed away on December 2nd, 2007, after a 
courageous fight against cancer.  
 He is survived by his beautiful wife of 49 years, 
Lottie; one daughter; three sons; his wonderful 
grandchildren; great-grandchildren; his brother; sister, 
and many nieces and nephews.  
 If you would like to make a memorial 
contribution, please send it to Presbyterian Kaseman 
Hospice, 8100 Constitution NE, Albuquerque, NM 
87110, or to a charity of your choice. You can also send 
a card to Lottie at 3405 Inca NE, ABQ 87111-4925. 

 Ben and Lottie never missed an IAS 
function. He will be sorely missed by us all. 
 
 

We are also sorry to report that IAS member Olive McCaskill Bell's son, James Mandel 
Bell, age 67, passed away in his home in Tome, NM on November 26, 2007. He was known 

by his many friends and family for his kindness and generosity. May He Rest in Peace. 
 

 

English, Irish, Scots: They're All One, Genes Suggest  
By Nicholas Wade  

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/03/05    
 
 Britain and Ireland are so thoroughly divided in their histories that there is no single word to refer to the 
inhabitants of both islands. Historians teach that they are mostly descended from different peoples: the Irish 
from the Celts, and the English from the Anglo-Saxons who invaded from northern Europe and drove the Celts 
to the country's western and northern fringes.  
 But geneticists who have tested DNA throughout the British Isles are edging toward a different 
conclusion. Many are struck by the overall genetic similarities, leading some to claim that both Britain and 

Lottie and Ben McDonald at the 
IAS Family Picnic, July 8, 2007 
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Ireland have been inhabited for thousands of years by a single people that have remained in the majority, with 
only minor additions from later invaders like Celts, Romans, Angles , Saxons, Vikings and Normans.  
 The implication that the Irish, English, Scottish and Welsh have a great deal in common with each other, 
at least from the geneticist's point of view, seems likely to please no one.  The genetic evidence is still under 
development, however, and because only very rough dates can be derived from it, it is hard to weave evidence 
from DNA, archaeology, history and linguistics into a coherent picture of British and Irish origins.  
 That has not stopped the attempt. Stephen Oppenheimer, a medical geneticist at the University of 
Oxford, says the historians' account is wrong in almost every detail. In Dr. Oppenheimer's reconstruction of 
events, the principal ancestors of today's British and Irish populations arrived from Spain about 16,000 years 
ago, speaking a language related to Basque.  The British Isles were unpopulated then, wiped clean of people by 
glaciers that had smothered northern Europe for about 4,000 years and forced the former inhabitants into 
southern refuges in Spain and Italy. When the climate warmed and the glaciers retreated, people moved back 
north.  
 The new arrivals in the British Isles would have found an empty territory, which they could have 
reached just by walking along the Atlantic coastline, since there were still land bridges then across what are 
now English Channel and the Irish Sea. This new population, who lived by hunting and gathering, survived a 
sharp cold spell called the Younger Dryas that lasted from 12,300 to 11,000 years ago. Much later, some 6,000 
years ago, agriculture finally reached the British Isles from its birthplace in the Near East.  
 Agriculture may have been introduced by people speaking Celtic, in Dr. Oppenheimer's view. Although 
the Celtic immigrants may have been few in number, they spread their farming techniques and their language 
throughout Ireland and the western coast of Britain. Later immigrants arrived from northern Europe had more 
influence on the eastern and southern coasts. They too spread their language, a branch of German, but these 
invaders' numbers were also small compared with the local population. In all, about three-quarters of the 
ancestors of today's British and Irish populations arrived between 15,000 and 7,500 years ago, when rising sea 
levels finally divided Britain and Ireland from the Continent and from one another, Dr. Oppenheimer calculates 
in a new book, The Origins of the British: A Genetic Detective Story (Carroll & Graf, 2006).  
 As for subsequent invaders, Ireland received the fewest; the invaders' DNA makes up about 12 percent 
of the Irish gene pool, Dr. Oppenheimer estimates, but it accounts for 20 percent of the gene pool in Wales, 30 
percent in Scotland, and about one-third in eastern and southern England. Still, no single group of invaders is 
responsible for more than 5 percent of the current gene pool, Dr. Oppenheimer says on the basis of genetic data. 
He cites figures from the archaeologist Heinrich Haerke that the Anglo-Saxon invasions that began in the fourth 
century A.D. added about 250,000 people to a British population of one to two million, an estimate Dr. 
Oppenheimer notes is larger than his but considerably less than the substantial replacement of the English 
population assumed by others. The Norman invasion of 1066 A.D. brought not many more than 10,000 people, 
according to Dr. Haerke.  
 Other geneticists say Dr. Oppenheimer's reconstruction is plausible, though some disagree with details. 
Several said that genetic methods did not give precise enough dates to be confident of certain aspects, like when 
the first settlers arrived. "Once you have an established population, it is quite difficult to change it very 
radically," said Daniel G. Bradley, a geneticist at Trinity College, Dublin. But he said he was "quite agnostic" as 
to whether the original population became established in Britain and Ireland immediately after the glaciers 
retreated 16,000 years ago, as Dr. Oppenheimer argues, or more recently, in the Neolithic Age, which began 
10,000 years ago.  
 Bryan Sykes, another Oxford geneticist, said he agreed with Dr. Oppenheimer that the ancestors of "by 
far the majority of people" were present in the British Isles before the Roman conquest of A.D. 43. "The 
Saxons, Vikings and Normans had a minor effect, and much less than some of the medieval historical texts 
would indicate," he said. His conclusions, based on his own genetic survey and information in his genealogical 
testing service, Oxford Ancestors, are reported in his new book, Saxons, Vikings and Celts: The Genetic Roots 
of Britain and Ireland. 
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 A different view of the Anglo-Saxon invasions has been developed by Mark Thomas of University 
College, London. Dr. Thomas and colleagues say the invaders wiped out substantial numbers of the indigenous 
population, replacing 50 percent to 100 percent of those in central England. Their argument is that the Y 
chromosomes of English men seem identical to those of people in Norway and the Friesland area of the 
Netherlands, two regions from which the invaders may have originated. Dr. Oppenheimer disputes this, saying 
the similarity between the English and northern European Y chromosomes arises because both regions were 
repopulated by people from the Iberian refuges after the glaciers retreated.  
 Dr. Sykes said he agreed with Dr. Oppenheimer on this point, but another geneticist, Christopher Tyler-
Smith of the Sanger Centre near Cambridge, said the jury was still out. "There is not yet a consensus view 
among geneticists, so the genetic story may well change," he said. As to the identity of the first postglacial 
settlers, Dr. Tyler-Smith said he "would favor a Neolithic origin for the Y chromosomes, although the evidence 
is still quite sketchy."  
 Dr. Oppenheimer's population history of the British Isles relies not only on genetic data but also on the 
dating of language changes by methods developed by geneticists. These are not generally accepted by historical 
linguists, who long ago developed but largely rejected a dating method known as glottochronology. Geneticists 
have recently plunged into the field, arguing that linguists have been too pessimistic and that advanced 
statistical methods developed for dating genes can also be applied to languages.  
 Dr. Oppenheimer has relied on work by Peter Forster, a geneticist at Anglia Ruskin University, to argue 
that Celtic is a much more ancient language than supposed, and that Celtic speakers could have brought 
knowledge of agriculture to Ireland, where it first appeared. He also adopts Dr. Forster's argument, based on a 
statistical analysis of vocabulary, that English is an ancient, fourth branch of the Germanic language tree, and 
was spoken in England before the Roman invasion.  
 English is usually assumed to have developed in England, from the language of the Angles and Saxons, 
about 1,500 years ago. But Dr. Forster argues that the Angles and the Saxons were both really Viking peoples 
who began raiding Britain ahead of the accepted historical schedule. They did not bring their language to 
England because English, in his view, was already spoken there, probably introduced before the arrival of the 
Romans by tribes such as the Belgae, whom Julius Caesar describes as being present on both sides of the 
Channel. The Belgae may have introduced some socially transforming technique, such as iron-working, which 
would lead to their language supplanting that of the indigenous inhabitants, but Dr. Forster said he had not yet 
identified any specific innovation from the archaeological record.  
 Germanic is usually assumed to have split into three branches: West Germanic, which includes German 
and Dutch; East Germanic, the language of the Goths and Vandals; and North Germanic, consisting of the 
Scandinavian languages. Dr. Forster's analysis shows English is not an off-shoot of West Germanic, as usually 
assumed, but is a branch independent of the other three, which also implies a greater antiquity. Germanic split 
into its four branches some 2,000 to 6,000 years ago, Dr. Forster estimates. Historians have usually assumed 
that Celtic was spoken throughout Britain when the Romans arrived. But Dr. Oppenheimer argues that the 
absence of Celtic place names in England — words for places are particularly durable — makes this unlikely.  
 If the people of the British Isles hold most of their genetic heritage in common, with their differences 
consisting only of a regional flavoring of Celtic in the west and of northern European in the east, might that 
perception draw them together? Geneticists see little prospect that their findings will reduce cultural and 
political differences. The Celtic cultural myth "is very entrenched and has a lot to do with the Scottish, Welsh 
and Irish identity; their main identifying feature is that they are not English," said Dr. Sykes, an Englishman 
who has traced his Y chromosome and surname to an ancestor who lived in the village of Flockton in Yorkshire 
in 1286.  
 Dr. Oppenheimer said genes "have no bearing on cultural history." There is no significant genetic 
difference between the people of Northern Ireland, yet they have been fighting with each other for 400 years, he 
said. As for his thesis that the British and Irish are genetically much alike, "It would be wonderful if it improved 
relations, but I somehow think it won't."  
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GALA FUNDRAISING EVENT 

 FOR THE IRISH  HERITAGE CENTER 

���� ������������ ������������������������ ���� �	�
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SATURDAY, MARCH 8,  2008  

ALBUQUERQUE MARRIOTT PRYAMID HOTEL 

515  SAN FRANCISCO ROAD NE 

 
Formal Attire Event (Black tie)        

$90 per person 
SILENT AUCTION 

 

 
No Host Bar: 5:30 PM 

Dinner: 7 PM 
Dancing: 8:30 PM to 12:30 AM 

Music provided by 
"Cheap Shots" along with 

"Hands Five" 
Special Guest: KARL JONES 

 
 
 

Ticket info: Call 821-5422 or 
Email: emeraldball2007@yahoo.com 
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic 
Musicians/Performers! 

  
[Editor's Note: This section of the newsletter is devoted to showcasing the wealth of Irish/Scottish/Celtic 
musical and performance talent that we have right here in Albuquerque. If you're looking for a group to play at 
an event (a wedding, perhaps, or a party), we hope that you will contact the folks listed below!] 

 
Canterbury Harps 
Plays a variety of Celtic and Renaissance music, in 
costume if requested.  
Contact: Laura Hughes 296-8940 
 
The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety 
of instruments, including vocals 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals 
Contact: Kathy Wimmer (293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
Blarneystone 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867) 
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 

Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
"Tunes of Glory" for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 
Saoirse ("seer shih," Irish for "freedom") 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Harps of Enchantment 
Harpers (2) available for parties, weddings, etc.  
Contact: http://harpsenchant.home.comcast.net 
 
Irish DJ 
Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music 
Contact: Mike Foley 858-1047 (Aulsod@aol.com) 
 
Fonn Sona ("Happy Melody") 
Rreels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
McTeggart Irish Step Dancers 
Contact: Beverly Coleman 866-5867  
revalanc@aol.com 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Celtic Harp, vocals, and vestments 
765-1288 (www.affordablevestments.com) 
 
Siler and Clarc 
Celtic folk duo (krystlyn@msn.com) 
 
Michael and Donna Coy 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, and 
Traditional (296-2017) 
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Calendar of Events 
IAS/IHC Events 

Date Day What 
January 8 Tuesday IAS Board of Directors Meeting, 7 PM at the GAC. [Note: All members 

are invited to attend BOD meetings.] 
January 11 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting, 7:00 PM at the GAC. Lecture on the Irish 

Famine. (See p. 1.) 
January 12 Saturday Celtic Coyotes concert, co-sponsored by the IAS and the First Unitarian 

Church. (See flyer on p. 5.) 
February 5 Tuesday IAS Board of Directors Meeting, 7 PM at the GAC. 
February 8 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting, 7 PM at the GAC. Presentation on psychic 

experiences by Amanda Flory of Moondancer. 
March 8 Saturday Irish Heritage Center Emerald Ball. (For details, see p. 13.) 
March 15 Saturday St. Patrick's Day Parade, details to come. 
March 16 Sunday IAS St. Patrick's Day Party at the GAC. Details to come! 

 
Celtic/GAC Events 

January 26 Saturday Maskenball (Masquerade Ball) at the GAC, 5:30 – 11 PM. For 
information, call the GAC at 888-4833. 

February 2 Saturday St. Andrew Scottish Society Annual Burns Night Dinner, Albuquerque 
Marriott Pyramid North. Cocktails 5:00 PM; Dinner 6:30 PM. Tickets: 
Adults - $45.00 (St. Andrew members); $50.00 (non-members). $5 of 
ticket price will be applied towards a St. Andrew membership for non-
members, if desired. Children (under 12) - $20.00. Questions/ Info: 
Contact Don Baker at 301-8990 (wizardofsaaz@yahoo.com ). 
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Kenneth McCormick is 
conducting a 
beginner's level Gaelic 
class. For information 

on time and place, contact Ken at klmccor@yahoo.com 
or (505) 205-9602. 

The Ronald McDonald House 
Fundraiser Project 

 
 The IAS is no longer collecting 
aluminum cans, but we ARE collecting the pop-
tops for the Ronald McDonald House here in 
Albuquerque (managed by IAS member Sharon 
Nolen). 
 IAS members, please save the pop-tops 
and bring them to meetings in a baggie or 
grocery bag. I'll take them to the collection area. 
           In December, I received several baggies 
full o' poptops. Thanks so much to: "Woody" 
Woodward, Desi Garcia, and James & Valerie 
Woods from Roswell. �    
 Keep saving 'em!!  

                                     Norita   
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                       P.O. Box 13435 
   Albuquerque, New Mexico  87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed?  Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to �����	��� !"�	�����#������   

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


