Newsletter of the
Irish-American Society of New Mexico FEBRUARY 2009
Www.irishamericansociety-nm.com

Next Event: Friday, February 13", 7 PM

Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually helthersecond Friday of each month, except during JJuly
and August (and for special events). The usual meetingdodatthe Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-
American Club (GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo)

Brought Back by Popular
Demand:
Three Bucks a Month

Bucks a Month Clay Norris (guitar), Skylar Scott
(bodhran/vocals), and Graham Dailey (fiddle/vocals
These musicians also perform monthly for Norita
Callahan’s Ceili dances, so we pretty much guaran
that they’re going to make you want to get up and
dance! (Dancing not required, of course.

We hope to see you there and we hope that you will bring aveet or salty snack to share!
And also: Please (if you can) bring some children’s clo#s for the Albuguerque Public
Schools Clothing Bank. The clothing bank is especialin need of socks and underwear.

Membership Chair Norita Callahan would like to remind alimbers that we voted last year to change oljr
membership year to January — December, which meangabsitdues for 2009 are due!

The 2009 membership year begins on January 1, 2009, ends 12/31/2009 nieyaber card shows 2009
on the bottom right side, then you are good ‘til negt&mber.

Please fill out the renewal form in this Janulish Times(last page) and mail with your check to: IAS, P

Norita
298-2708rforaabg@yahoo.com
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Board Members and Committee Chairs

President| Kate Nash 615- Health & | Fran Hardy 897-
MARYKATE _NASH@msn.c | 7732 Welfare frananddon@aol.com 9032
om Members | Norita Callahan 298-
VP-East | Mike Briody 281- noraabg@yahoo.com 2708
michael.briody@Imco.com 6738 Newsletter| Ellen Dowling 307-
VP-West | Rose Marie Keating 352- edowling@standuptrainer.com | 1700
rkeatingl4 @comcast.net 2195 Hospitality | Luisa Gignac 881-
Treasurer| Cathy Lybrand 299- lgdancer@BasiclSP.net 4847
cathy.lybrand@qinetig-na.com0521 Webmaster Ken Callahan 298-
Secretary| Maureen Canavan 872- kecabg@yahoo.com 2708
maureencanavan@yahoo.com0528 Telephone | Shirley Tomberlin 710-
Board Suzanne Taichert 823- shiradon@msn.com 6680
susawin@mac.com 4788

Board | Natalie Sherman 299- 1 |rish-American Society of New Mexico
asherman34@comcast.net | 0158

Board Jay Vandersloot 362.| Heritage Center, Inc. Board of Directors
jayvandersloot@yahoo.com | 1733
Past Ken Callahan 298- President Malachy Mahon
President | kecabg@yahoo.com 2708 almal@cableone.net
Secretary/ | Kate Nash

The Irish-American Society is a non-profit, nor Treasurer | MARYKATE NASH@msn.
political, and non-sectarian organization devoft com

to furthering Irish-American relations through Director Fred Kelly

education, travel, recreation, charity, music, at Bkelly9335@aol.com
dance. Director Ken Callahan
kecabg@yahoo.com
Membership is open to everyone and we Director Joe Joyce

encourage your support and participation. Due
are $20.00 for an individual and $25.00 for a Director Darlene Rice
family. For more information, please call
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 298-2708. Director Bill Nevins
nevins_bill@yahoo.com

4]3___‘ Would you like to place an ad in the DIANNA RADFORD

i i ) i - REALTOR®
Irish Timesnewsletter? Business CALE. T588) DA4-10

card-sized ads are a mere $5 a mo - Direct (505) 323-3351
Larger-sized ads can be negotiated N s T
with the editor, Ellen Dowling ' E-mail raddecor@yahoo.com
(edowling@standuptrainer.coB®7- PIROPROINP. o v 88 POV
1700). You can also put a “click-through” ad on the { &;

web site of the IASWww.irishamericansociety- KELLER WILLIAMS.
nm.con) at no extra charge. To put your ad online, " 9201 Montgomery Blvd.,
contact Webmaster Ken Callahan e

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated
(kecabg@yahoo.com

Yo \'5"B\e




Irish Times FEB 2009

President’'s Message
Dear IAS Members,

| want to thank everyone who paid their membership duestilsoted to the January blanket donatio
and attended the January meeting. | know that it walirsheveek back to work for many after the holidays ghd
it was a difficult Friday to get out. IAS members’ atlance at the meetings means a great deal to the IAS
Board members. Meeting attendance reinforces the effbvislunteering that extra time to keep IAS businegs
current and plan the year’s activities. Attending nmggstialso allows IAS members to meet one another s e
as find out what events would be of interest in planningréumeetings. Please do not stop coming to the
meeting because they do not interest you; rather, giyewsinput so that we can provide a better meeting
experience for the society’s membership.

The board currently is planning the year andtsy&hich include the St. Patrick’s Day Party and
involvement in the St Patrick’s Day Parade. Board merBb@anne Taichert is coordinating the St. Patrick’
Day Party, which will be held March %t the GAC from 2 PM to 6 PM. Ken Callahan has valared to
organize the IAS activities in regards to the St. Fdribay Parade on March $4(More information on thesd
events to come!) The Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festvill be held May 18 and 17 and the organizers of
that event are requesting volunteers. Maureen Cang@rsdcretary, will be the IAS liaison between the
Celtic Festival and IAS community. Please contact Manif you are interested in helping with either I1AS-
supported activities for the Celtic Festival or genarrimation regarding the Festival. Norita Callahan has
graciously extended her experience and expertise to oncecagadinate the Celtic Festival Kickoff Party
sponsored by the IAS. Any and all help from IAS membehsbeigreatly appreciated!

My goal as IAS president this year is to mstke all members are represented in their interegésdiag
Irish culture and events. At the January meeting fotvoard member Vikki Bryers brought a gorgeous
painting of an Irish landscape that she completeddotMNM class. Please follow Vikki's example and feel
free to bring items to share. Ellen Dowling broughtleandsome and charming Irish father and we hope to Jjee
more of him in the future.

On another note, the GAC is willing to allove tiAS to sponsor a book exchange program. The GAC
would provide a book shelf and individuals would donate boo#tglaan take books of interest to read. This
would include both children’s and adult books and would be sehwgm honor system. Take what you want §p
read and share, bring it back and make a recommendatitheis about the book.

At the February meeting we will have a donatior set up for children’s clothes for the Albuquergque
Public Schools Clothing Bank. The clothing bank is espgdialheed of socks and underwear. It you are abjg,
please drop items in the box at the meeting and thépevdelivered to the APS Clothing Bank. The food
donations that were collected in December provided food<fx 10 needy families and the blankets that
were donated in January were delivered to MATS. (MAT& len-budget Bernalillo County program that
provides crisis intervention, emergency treatment anel casagement for homeless individuals in need of
detoxification from drugs and alcohol.) The staff at MA@IBo received the blankets extended appreciation jjor
the donations and remarked that their clients would fieeth Again thank you for your generosity that
represented our IAS community.

It is hard to believe it is already Februang | hope all have a wonderful Valentine’s Day with th
people who are closest to your heart. Here is a liilh blessing that | would like to extend to encourage
meeting attendance:

Come and take pot-luck with me
My hearth is warm, my friendship’s free.

Hope to see you at the February'IBeeting. Best to all!

Kate Nash
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CUJO I:OO(S'CAVCRn@ Céad Mile Failte

where H“l(? Craicis M igl‘m,il A 100,000 welcomes to our newest members:
=t John Dowling (father of your humble newslettg
I editor ), Carol D. Lucero, Jim McCabe, Janet
4 Peterson, Leslie Wright, Gloria Casale, and
= George and Jo Ann Sweet.

| As of January 13 the Irish-American Society

has 56 family members (times 2) and 62 singlq

! members. This is a total of 174 members for tije
2009 membership year.

Norita Callahan
noraabg@yahoo.co

Albuguerque's only i i Enjoy the best Fish and Chips this
authentic Irish pub side of the Pond, along with a

Food Served Daily 11am-11pm » p;ﬁsrgﬁ:ﬁﬁigi?;:;;r Flowers Of the ForeSt

Friday and Saturdays until 12am [3% Y ) extensive Scotch Whisky Selection. Sincere CondOIenceS to the - g
many friends of Tom Rowland =~ g

and “Woodie” Woodward, IAS &

members who recently passed >3

www.2foolstavern.com away. May They Rest In Peace

(505) 265-7447 » 3211 Central Ave. N.E. in historic Nob Hill

IAS Treasurer's Report — December, 2008

Cathy Lybrand, Treasurer
Category Income Category Expenses
Membership Dues 1205.0¢0 Cash Box for Christmas 120.00
Party
IAS Sales 140.00] Print Express 290.75
Christmas Party 549.00 Membership Expenses 5.85
Honorarium 50.00
NM Public Regulation 20.00
Commission

Total Income 1894.00 Total Expense 486.60

December 1 Beginning Balance 4996.69
Income 1894.00

Expenses 486.60
December 31 | Ending Balance 6404.09
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Irish Step Dancing in New Mexico!

Irish Step Dancers of New Mexico and the

McTeggart School of Irish
Dance are sponsoring th& 9
Annual New Mexico State Irish
Dance Championships and Fe
on February 28 at the
Radisson Hotel, 2500 Carlisle
NE. The competitions will
begin at 8 AM on Saturday
morning with figure dancing,
and continue from 8:30 AM
until 4:00 PM with solos and
championships in the two
ballrooms of the hotel. The
dancing will be followed by the
Cultural Competitions from 4 —

7 PM. (This competition includes musicians,
singers, and recitations of Irish stories and music.

dio

Entry is open to the general public.)
Be sure to mark February 28" on your calendar,
and be our guest for some entertaining Irish dance conggitions!

Admission to the event is free, and the

McTeggart School would
especially like to welcome
members of the Irish-American
Society. The John Brown
Memorial Trophy, sponsored b
the IAS, will again be presenteq
by a member of the group, and
we are hoping to bring it home
to New Mexico for the next
year. Other features of the
competition include a Charity
Special competition, in which a
entry fees are donated to the
Juvenile Diabetes Association,
as well as several trophy

specials in Boys’ Reel, Girls Slip Jig, and
Championship Double Reel.

IAS Member Meeting Minutes

Friday, January 9, 2009

President Kate Nash introduced the new Board membevasisuggested that an APS charity bank will star

next month. (Donations will be decided at the previoustmg each month.) Reminder that the annual St. Pjat's
Parade will take place on March 14. (Information willgpevided in the newsletter.)

Members were notified that the board is working on ggttiichael Patrick Gallagher of River Dance
to be a guest performer for a future IAS meeting.

Norita Callahan gave the membership report as of Jad@ir2009: Family 55 (x2) = 110 family
members; Single 61 = 61 members; total membership for 2009 taldatélembers

Colm Matthews (of the Gaelic Athletic Associatiamfjormed us of the upcoming Irish Games for the
Celtic Festival (May 16 & 17, 2009). The Irish national $pare handball, hurling, and football. Colm has

arranged for 6 teams from around the country to compéte &estival and he is working on a possibility of Ji2
teams. These teams play for pride and as such Cqlmeses that the IAS members give them a warm welca

to New Mexico. A sponsorship is a necessary factor faetheams and IAS was asked to assist. Maureen

Canavan, Secretary, was asked to join the GAA andibsan between the IAS and GAA and to report bac
to the IAS board and members all necessary requirerdmnsr association. (The Irishman stated that he ra
out of wind and the meeting continued)

Suzanne Taichert, Treasurer, reported for December 208808240 at the Christmas party, with a
total IAS balance of $6,404.09.
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Malachy Mahon announced that there will not be an Blad3all this year as there is not a big enoug
head count at this time to go ahead with it. It is etgueto be back in full gear for next year.
John Murray adjourned the meeting &whn Sonantertained us for the remainder of the evening.

SN

6 ' uf . ;1o IAS members Tiffany Yeitrakis and Lee Truitt. A
o,ng/wi ah ond .

Respectfully submitted, Maureen Canavan, Secretary 4009

dream-wish came true for this young couple: They
%%’ were married on Januar{' 92009, on the grounds of
o ) Kilkenny Castle, Kilkenny, Ireland. A pleasant é i
SURPRISE! for us, MAGICAL for them. ¥,
IAS member, Sheri Kraemer, Tiffany’s Mom, is ovegdyas are the g - (ﬂ. -
Yeitrakis, McCabe, and Truitt families and Tiffany and lsemany, many " |
friends. All the very best to you both! _ Ay /j

[A note from Norita: Tiffany has been involved wittethAS since she was a wee
child. There are many snaps of her at IAS functions, fiten8t. Patrick and State
Fair parades, and Irish Nite at Summerfest. Tiffany andN@W grown-up)
friends Bryn McCabe, Kerrie Matthews, Marcia & Rete Trujillo, Courtney
Smith, Kerry & Theresa McKenna and others performed Ticadil Irish Step
dancing for our entertainment. Their parents are stitdlved with the IAS.}

Book Review

By John Conobo
Field Guide to the Irish Music Sessiqrby Barry Foy (Frogchart Press, Seattle, 2009)

Thanks to the wonders of on-demand printing, this fornmautyof-print volume is once again availablg
to anyone truly interested in understanding the Irish ergesssion (seisiiin). This witty book has been very
popular among Irish musicians, at least those who pldydyénstruments. It has been less well received b
bodhran/bones players, guitar and bouzouki accompanistsplayers, cellists, digeridooers and others. |
would venture to guess that it is easily understood by namsievho live in areas that have a strong traditionfpf
Irish music and less so by those who live in much ofthited States who grew up on folk music, old-time,
bluegrass, and rock and roll.

Foy presents a common attitude shared by most serishisriusicians. Ultimately, if you understand
this book, you understand why there are many derogatory @iced the bodhran and fewer about the fiddle
flute, and Uilleann (which by the way, is not pronouncegtge-in) pipes. As Foy explains, Irish music is
about melody and the Irish session is first and fostra@athering of melody players. A session is nota ja
and those who fail to understand this will be unwelcatmmany sessions around the world.

This is not to say that percussion and guitars haveaoe ph the music. Indeed, today they have
become common, as anyone who listens to popular Ir@lpgrcan tell you. But, key to understanding the rgle
of accompaniment in Irish music is to understand theclshgthms inherent in the tunes, a point that,
unfortunately, | think Foy does not explain well. For egéemjigs are in 6/8 time, and this means that theze ir
6 potential rhythmic “events” in a measure. Reels hawet&ntial rhythmic events per measure. Each tune,
however, has a particular rhythmic structure and good gzamoiment can enhance that if the player
understands the nature of the music and the particuler &roommon (but not the only) mistake made by
inexperienced players of the drum and guitar, especratlyel US, is to play only two beats per measure in Igpth
jigs and reels, to repeat a single rhythmic pattern oskaad/or chords that does not fit the tune, or to play 4p
loudly that the melody players cannot hear each other

6
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Of course, melody players have their own setsrsf &0, including noodling, playing out of tune,
playing in obscure keys, playing erratic rhythms, and mose-@y clearly states, “Irish music is very specifig
specific tunes in specific rhythms, played in specific sviayspecific keys on specific instruments.”

Even if you don't play an instrument, | would recommémnd book to anyone who wants to understafd
Irish traditional music. If you do want to participate isession, | would not only recommend that you read i
book, but also explore the variety of Irish music w&bs and discussion groups available on-line. Two
particularly good sources of information that will hgou understand this book better are The Session at
www.thesession.orgnd the IRTRAD-L list serve discussion group, which yam join at the following web
site: https://listserv.heanet.ie/cgibin/wa? A0=IRTRAD-L

Tir Conaill Academy of Irish Dance Opens in Albuque&que

Based in Arizona, the Tir Conaill Academy of Iris
Dance offers instruction by qualified instructors
Christopher McGrory, Michael Patrick Gallagher,
and Rosemary Browne.

A native Dubliner, Christopher is both a
world-class dancer and also master accordionist.
has run successful dance schools both in Ireland |
now in the US. (Christopher plans to travel to
Albuquerque weekly, on Saturdays, to train all thq
future New Mexico Riverdancers!)

Michael Patrick Gallagher, a Donegal
native, was the male principal dancer on tour for
eight years with Riverdance. Michael Patrick has
also just obtained his ADCRG qualification frén
Coimisiun which makes him not only an accredit

teacher, but also a qualified adjudicator for Irish da@apetitions.

Rosemary Browne-McGrory, Christopher’s wife, h&itsm Connecticut originally. She enjoys teachi
Cellis and performance pieces, and loves to help wetuoaes and the “glamour” of Irish dance.

Tir Conaill has been very pleased with the enthusiassponse from the community. The school is

year round. The spirited nature of Irish dance makagtat form of exercise for young and old alike.
Classes will be held on Saturdays at The Elite Danegicgtlocated at 701 Osuna Rd. Call 379-3753

email tirconaillnm@gmail.com for further informatioviou can also visit our main website

www.tirconaillacademy.com

JOHN A. MENICUCCI, CPM*
We Need a Fiddler! QUALIFYING BROKER / PRINCIPAL

The musicians dfonn Sonare
looking for a new fiddler. If you are

one, or know of one, please contact| ER 4333 PAN AMERICAN FWY NE
Chuck Butler at ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87107

chuckjacobbutler@msn.coar call (505) 247-0444 (0)

293-1421. REAL ESTATE & INSURANCE, INC. . (505) 2‘5'3.'15% (F)
ESTABLISHED 1937 jam@bhergerbriggs.com
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The Reel Thing

By Tom Quinn (The Dancer
Céad mile failte from Dundalk!

Saint Brigid
St. Brigid is the most famous woman saint of Ird|aadso known [E
as the Mary of the Gael, Bride, and the Mother ofitish race.
Her name also has many spelling variations, including Brigygdget, Brighid,
Brigit, Brigid, and Bride.

She was revered for her charity, miracles, and lawispitality. Cogitosus’s
Life of Brigidwas written not much more than a century after hethdéat he was
mainly concerned with recounting her many miracleggiBnvas born in
approximately the year 453 in Faughart, a few miles framdalk, County Louth.

Dubhthach, her father, was an Irish chieftain and comnaatiefort that controlled

the gap of the North; her mother was a bondswomawe(steamed Brocseach

(Brocca). It is generally accepted that Brocseachan@hristian. Dubtach may also have been one, or perhgps
converted from paganism in later life.

Brigid demonstrated a strong will and was noted for heegesity to the poor. As a child she once gaye
away her mother’s whole store of butter. Fortunatehypnayers were answered, and the store of butter was
miraculously renewed. One story occurred when she nigQoyears old. The King of Leinster gave her fathjpr
a beautiful jeweled sword as a gift. Brigid took the jim#em the sword to provide food for a family in need
The King was livid, but Brigid did not back down, proclaimboghe king that she would take all of his riches
and her father’s as well and distribute them to the.gder father may well have welcomed her decision to tlike
the veil, once she had rejected his choice of a husloarbf.

When seeking land for her community, she asked the Kihgiakter only for as much as her cloak
would cover. The cloak miraculously spread over the bbthe Curragh, an area of grassland famous the
and now for horse racing. Brigid’s double monastery &tafe had a perpetual fire, which was kept burning py
the nuns in her memory, until it was extinguished byRbe&rmation in 1540 (relit in the late 1990s). She
founded four monasteries and ruled over thirty religicussks. She and Bishop Conlaeth ruled the Kildare
monastery as equals, a powerful position for a religiaisian of this time. She also founded a school dditart
Kildare, which became famous for its illuminated manpssr
In Ireland Christianity did not supplant paganism as mucupsrimpose itself on Celtic tradition. Sitds
of pagan worship or superstition quickly became assocmtedChristian worship and belief. Christians and
pagans alike celebrated Brigid’'s feast on February 1 kalsan as Imbolc, the ceremonial first day of spring
thereby perpetually connecting St. Brigid with the rerlef#he earth, the promise of abundance, the hope {|f
new growth, and the eternal cycle of new life. Siguifitly Brigid was also the name of a pagan goddess, af|d
even seems to have been used as a general nameHaydddesses, for the name means “exalted one.” Thg
attributes of the pagan Brigid, such as healing powensyifisaand poetic skill, were readily perceived in the
saint who established theconvent at Kildare.

St. Brigid travelled by chariot throughout Ireland, garg on St. Patrick’s work of conversion, but theje
is no evidence that they ever met. Many miracleseatihg are attributed to Brigid, such as curing lepers an|
giving speech to the dumb. There are tales of her turning wébeale or stone into salt. Perhaps the best
known story is of her visit to a dying pagan chieftain. While prayed, she plaited rushes into a cross. The
chieftain listened to her account of the cross asrast@n symbol, and was converted and baptized before He

died. It is still customary on 1 February to plait S&ngid’s Crosses, in the hope that they will protidet
household in the year ahead.
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Brigid has also been called “Mary of the Gaels,” armbmmon salutation in the Irish language
expresses the hope that “Brigid and Mary be with yowr iHfluence is not confined to Ireland, however, fo
she has been revered throughout the ages in innumerabteéeaudne legend is that the medieval Knights d
Chivalry chose Saint Brigid as their patroness, anditieas they who first chose to call their wivesities.”

Brigid died shortly after her ¥0birthday, after a long and productive life in the sergitethers, and
was laid to rest in a jeweled casket at Kil Dara. In 885 remains were moved to protect them from Norse
invaders, and interred in the same grave that holds mheene of St. Patrick and St. Columcille at Downpatrigk.
Her spirit lives on in the hospitality afforded by thens at Kildare, and she is still revered as a patrdonsf
women and motherhood. She is one of the two patrotssai Ireland and the only native one, since Patrick
was born elsewhere. In Ireland today, after 1500 ydasranemory of “the Mary of the Gael’ is as dear ax e
to the Irish heart, and hundreds of place-names ihdmor are to be found all over the country, including
Kilbride, Brideswell, Tubberbride, Templebride, etc.

The Bookshelf

Brigid of Ireland by Cindy Thomson

S Brigid of Ireland is Cindy Thomson'’s first novel. Hasearch is evident throughout the bog
A and the story of the early life of St. Brigid is tolitlwan obviously deep knowledge of the
& social history of fifth century Ireland and the rivalrgtween the old religion, represented b
# the druids, and the Christian followers of St Patridke strength of the novel lies in the
richly-woven narrative and a sensitive evocation off#liths of Ireland. This novel provides insight into paggp-
dominated Ireland, through Brigid’'s exciting journey actihg&scountry. The book is so well written you feel
transported to another time and place and it's easyttogjan Brigid’s story. While not biblically grounded,
this is a wonderful work of fiction that readers wilj@y. The unexpected ending is both beautiful and
unforgettable. Go on—treat yourself to a spiritually profounarey through historic Ireland.

The Music Rack
Sugru, by Eilish O’Connor

Eilish O’Connor is a member of the fiddle playing O’Confamily originally from

Dundalk, Co. Louth, now living in Ardrahan just outside Kinvergouth County Galway.

(She also shows her skill on the tin whistle on a Eaptracks.) The tunes presented hejie

feature Eilish in the company of friends and family. Mafsthe friends are from the area
around Kinvara, but flute player, Siobhan Kennedy, joinhdwo tracks that are linked back to their days
an under-11 Ceili band in Dundalk, which won the All IrellaBilish’s brother Gerry joins on fiddle, and her
husband Frank Kilkelly provides tasteful piano and guitar apemment. Johnny Ringo McDonagh adds hi
subtle bodhran on a few tracks and John Faulkner providesobki as well as production assistance. Jigs afid
reels abound, but a set each of hornpipes, mazurkas,antes add interest to the changing combination o
instruments on each track. The two sets of reelsegdlayth Maire O’Keeffe and three sets with Gerry
O’Connor would be hard to beat. Before ending the recordayyng a couple of marches with Siobhan
Kennedy from their Ceili band days, Eilish plays her entrfavourite tunes with Charlie Harris and, as mucljas
any track, this selection sums up the general feeleo€. The music is never rushed, but has a great drivejan
rhythm and that sense of ease that comes from playintheogever a number of years. There are brief but
informative notes on each selection written by Bilis
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The Site:
St. Brigid’s Shrine, Faughart

In Faughart today, St. Brigid’'s Shrine is visited by headrof people from
all over the world. One of the most widespread custosecaged with St.
Brigid and her feast was the making of the cross Bridg&t 0Brigid’s cross.
The most popular type of cross was the diamond or lezevagle from
rushes or straw. The cross was blessed with holy \aatéset above or
close to the entrance door, to the accompaniment of apsagh as “Mary
the Blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit beh@sndross and on thg
place here it hangs and on everyone who looks athiete are various
large symbolic stones that people touch and pray aroung.fifimdy believe that St. Brigid's powers are
within those stones and can cure their ailments.

This headstone is used tg This eye stone is believed to This knee stone is

cure head injuries; the help cure eye problems It is sa believed to cure knee
pilgrim has to place their that the eye stone always has aches/injuries Pilgrims
head into the curve holy water in it for the pilgrims kneel in the knee marks
marked out in the head to bless their eyes. Even on on the stone and pray for
stone. Notice the tokens sunny days the water never cure

and medals left on the evaporates from the eye stone
fence.

There are also healing stones at the site for hipss,dvack and stomach, all with their peculiar shapethése
parts of the body. Today pilgrims visit Fochard Bride (Faughadaily. Public pilgrimages are held during the
year, a candlelight procession takes place on th#’'S&ast day (1 February), a Mass for the Sick islwated
in early June, and there is a national pilgrimageherfitst weekend in July. At public pilgrimages the pilgri
are blessed with relic of Saint Brigid, a small pie€aer skull.

A Little Bit of Irish Religion:
Poster on a church notice board:
Don't let worry kill you
Let the church help.

And to conclude:
Well that’s all folks, “May you live as long as you wamd never want as long as you live.”
Until next time—"Keep the faith!”
Tom Quinn
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Of Special Interest for All Who Love All Things Ish!

L "# $$%&

Will Present This Year for the First Time,
Played as They are Played in Ireland:

These team sports include 13 players on each tedmid be played with great
pride by sons and daughters of Ireland. Each gamdéwo 30 minute halves (no

time outs) with a 10-minute rest period and is pthgn a grass pitch 150 yards
long by 100 wide.

The athletes will travel to Albuquerque from vasquarts of the country at their
own expense, such is their eagerness to show gtanti’s great national sports.

If you can help these athletes by sponsoring gdhenr expenses or volunteering
to help with the games, please contact Colm Matshew293-3299.
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Want to discover your Irish and Scots-Irish Ancestgrs

Are you tracing your Irish or Scots-Irish genealogy? Da know the background of your
ancestors? Do you know how to find the information you eekiag? Want to know more?

The Albuquerque Genealogical Society is pleased to spansal-day program given by research experts o
the Ulster Historical Foundation (who are on a lectawe in the U. S.)*Discovering Your Irish and

Scots-Irish Roots.”Many topics will be discussed, includitigistory of the Irish and Scots-Irish,” “18 ™
Century Emigration to America,” “Church Records,” “Irish and S cots-Irish Research,” “History from
Headstones,” “17" Century Ulster Plantation Resources,”and more. Whether novice or experienced famf
historian, you will be expertly led through the labyrirtatthas confounded Irish researchers, learning what
Irish resources are available and how to use them. (fBeeigh the Ulster Historical Foundation is based in
Belfast, their speakers present information of use to paepkarching ancestors on any part of the island o
Ireland, Catholic or Protestant.)

The Ulster Historical Foundation is a non-profit @as agency which specializes in helping Americans trade
their Irish roots and is the principal genealogical reseagency in Ireland and a leading publisher of historifal,
educational and genealogical source bodbsr speakers will be Fintan Mullan, Executive Directbthe

Ulster Historical Foundation, and Dr. Brian Trainamrher director of the Public record Office of Northern
Ireland (PRONI) and Chairman of the Irish Manuscriptsnghission and recently retired Research Director |f
the Ulster Historical Foundation. Both speakers arednexxperts on Irish and Scots-Irish Research.

This all-day program is a must for anyone doing genealbigisaarch in Ireland. So mark your calendar to jqin
us on Wednesday, March 11, 2009, 9:30am — 4:30pm, at the Magtg&hurch, located at 7201 Montgome]ly
Blvd. NE, between Louisiana Blvd. and Pennsylvania Ave. Ragien will include a tasty Irish lunch
accompanied by delightful Irish music. Cost for this urdsebly helpful seminar is only $30 for AGS
members and $35 for non-members until March 7 (afterwards $40/$45)

For more information and a downloadable registration fqlease visit the Albuguerque Genealogical Socidty
website aBbggen.swnet.comr contact Joleen Streit @injodie @yahoo.cor(please indicate the Irish Progra
on subject line).

CUEREf === mmm = e oo oo

Name(s):

Please detach and mail form along with

eMail: check payable to AGS:

Address: Albuquerque Genealogical Society
Phone: (

Irish Seminar
PO Box 25512

City: Albugquerque, NM 87125-0512
State: Zip

Please indicate your registration level:
0 AGS Member $30 [0 Non-member $35 Riayments postmarked by March 7)
(after March 7, registration will be $40 and $45)

Number of attendees | am enclosing my check for $
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Culture All Around

Dance Classes:
&8 McTeggart Schoolrish Step Dancing Saturdays, 10 AM — noon. Call 866-5867. (»
& Tir Conalll Irish Dance AcademySaturdays at The Elite Dance Studio, 701 Osuna.

Call 379-3753 or visitvww.tirconaillacademy.confor further information.

& Caeili dance classeare held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:00 PM, $2.00. No
experience necessary! Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708.

(friendly gatherings with live music and dance)
will be held on the first Wednesday of each month.
(See the calendar on p.15 for details.)

8 Celtic de Santa Fe School d¢fish Dancing. Classes in Santa Fe and Los Alamos. CRN curricuigas 3
and up. Emailcdsf@mac.conor call 505-984-1139. Website@ww.celticdestantafe.com

& Scottish Country DancingFriday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Haltrieo 8" and Bellamah,
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call M&87-9039 for info.

Celtic Jam Session at Page One Bookstore (Juan Tabo and Montgomery):
Every Thursday, 6:30 to 9 PM. Admission free. EveryoneeaViEor info, contact Chuck Butler
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.cgm

Celtic Music at O’Niell’s:
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O’Nie#310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central &
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, vikttp://www.oniells.com/

Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern:

Celtic jam on the®, 4"and 5" Sundays of each month, from 11 AM to 2 PM. Two Foolsdatled at 3211
Central NE ywww.twofoolstavern-nm.cojn For jam info, contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.cqnfor all the news about what’s going on at Two Foodst
www.2foolstavern.com/blggvhere you can read their monthly newsletter.

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web
The Thistle and Shamrockprogram, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 Q.
FM, Sundays at 9:00 PM.

Celtic and Beyond with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 Pith \‘
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Wehbvat ktao.com)

Irish Music on the Web, All the Time
http://www.midwestirishradio.comMidwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedichbesh Radio service
available on the net.

Celtic ConnectionsFor general information about Celtic events goingromiad the West, visit
http://www.celticconnection.comFood, humor, books, sports, history and much more!
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic
Musicians/Performers!

Canterbury Harps

Play a variety of Celtic and Renaissance music, in
costume if requested.

Contact: Laura Hughes 296-8940

The Next Chapter

Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety
of instruments, including vocals.

Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205)

Emily Anslover
Young fiddle player
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484)

Brad Fitzgerald
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk)
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527)

Three Leaf Shamrock
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!)
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924)

Shennanigans

Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of
instruments and vocals

Contact: Kathy Wimmer (293-6403)

Gerry Carthy
Musician and singer from Ireland
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe)

Blarneystone
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music
Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867)

Joe Brennan
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance
867-3628

Irish Musician/Instrument Repair
Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of
guitar, bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer

dulcimer, mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keit
Colemankeith@wckc.us

Colonel Craig Chamberlain
“Tunes of Glory” for funerals and weddings, etc.
Bagpipes (293-2962)

Saoirse(“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”)

Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat.
Contact: 10 (268-7303)

Jamie Elizabeth Foster
Soprano available for all events. Contact Jamie a
505-323-1309.

Irish DJ
Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music
Contact: Mike Foley 858-104A(lsod@aol.com

Fonn Sona (“Happy Melody”)
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc.
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421)
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com

Rye Creek
Folk, Irish, western, and good old mountain musig|.
Contact: Ron Trellue (292-7369) or Terry Axline
(293-8924 Yaxline@cabg.gov.

Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers
Michele’s Harp
765-1288 uchanan@cybermesa.cpm

Celtic Coyotes

Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales,
and Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan
celticcoyotes@yahoo.co(i@10-0583).

Michael and Donna Coy
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, arfd
Traditional (296-2017)
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Calendar of Events

IAS/IHC Events

Date

Day

What

February 10

Tuesday

IAS Board meeting 7PM at the GAC. All members are invited to atte

February 13

Friday

IAS Monthly Meeting and Program7PM at the GAC. Music blfive
Bucks a Month

March 10

Tuesday

IAS Board meeting 7PM at the GAC. All members are invited to atte

March 14

Saturday

Annual St. Patrick’'s Day Paradel0:30 AM start on Gibson at the
Truman gate. (More info in next month’s newsletter.)

March 15

Sunday

IAS Annual St. Patrick’s Day Party2 — 6 PM at the GAC. (More info
in next month’s newsletter.)

Celtic/ GAC Events

February 1

Gerry Carthy, well-known traditional singer/musician fromaata Fe
(originally from Co. Mayo) will entertain at Zinc Wirtgar & Bistro,
3009 Central Ave NE for Sunday Brunch, 11AM — 2PM. (Also appg
March 22.)

February 4

Wednesday

Mini Ceili at the GAC, 7:00 PM, with live musi€ife Bucks a Month
band). Cost is $3 per person. For info, contact Norita (298-2708
noraabq@yahoo.com

February 28

Saturday

9™ Annual New Mexico State Irish Dance Championships and Fats
the Radisson Hotel, 2500 Carlisle NE. (For details, sé&e) p.

March 11

Wednesday

Discovering Your Irish and Scots-Irish Rogtan all-day program
sponsored by the Albuquerque Genealogical Society, 9:30AM — 4:3
at the Montgomery Church, 7201 Montgomery Blvd. NE. (st p.
12))

March 14

Saturday

Celtic Stories and Songperformed by Celia. 7:30 PM, at the Center {
Spiritual Living, 505 Camino de los Marquez in Santa Fe. iddion $12
in advance; $15 the day of the show. Tickets availalileeaCenter (505
983-5022) or at Santa Fe Beeswax Candle Company at the BasVar
Center (505-983-1548). For more info, visit www.celiaonline.com.

May 16 and 17

Saturday and

Sunday

21* Annual Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival & Highland Games
Balloon Fiesta Park. For more information, or to vod@ntto help with
the Games, vistbqceltfest@yahoo.coor www.celtfestabg.coror

The Ronald McDonald House Fundraiser Project

We are still collecting thpull-tabs for the Ronald McDonald House here in
Albuquerque (managed by IAS member Sharon Nolen). Tharl&koBryers and

contact Donna Brown at donnadee @swcp.com.

Gloria Casale for their recent pull-tab donations.
IAS members, please save thdl-tabs (any aluminum pull-tabs, from soup,
cat/dog food,etc.) and bring them to meetings in a baggyeocery bag. I'll take them to

the collection area.

Norita
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P.O. Box 13435
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87192-3435

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Membership Application/Renewal Form

Please check one: New Membership Application Renewal
If this is a renewal, has your contact informationnged? Yes No

Please make checks payable to
and mail to:
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435

Individual $20.00 Family

Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone E-mail
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronyjcall




