
  

 
 
                Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
    www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  

Next Meeting: February 8th, 7:00 PM 
 
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July 
and August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-
American Club (GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 
  

Divination in Ancient Celtic Mythology 
 
Abundant commentary from both Celtic and non-Celtic sources testifies to 
the widespread Celtic belief in divination under many forms. From the 
earliest times birds, especially the raven and the wren, were thought to 
have divining powers. The Celtic New Year (Samain) was a popular time 
to practice divination, to see who would survive the winter or who would 
marry a young maiden. Druids, both male and female, were thought to be 
adept at divination. In many stories, heroes and heroines (notably 
Deirdre), have their fate foretold at birth.  
 
Divination might take many forms: signs from nature, omens, and dreams. 
Astrology may have been practiced; an early Irish word for astrologer 
appears to be nél(l)adóir “cloud diviner.” At Tara a new king was selected by using a bull in a special rite called 
tarbfheis, “bull feast.” Wood was also thought to have special properties for divination. In early Ireland one 
could learn the future by casting yew wands with ogham inscriptions upon the ground. In Fenian stories, wood 
shavings may help to find a missing or fugitive person. Fionn mac Cumhaill (Finn McCool) and Merlin are 
described as having special powers of divination. 
 
Our speaker for our February program will be Amanda Flory, who has been a professional Tarot Reader and 
Palmist for over ten years, and who has spent much of her life studying ancient history and mythology. She will 
discuss the importance of Divination in Ancient Celtic Mythology, and how it influenced many of the 
superstitions as well as the rituals of the ancient world.  Many things, including medical care, often revolved 
around the outcome of a reading. She will delve into both the Pagan and Christian arts of divination that existed 
in that period. 
 
We have cast our yew wands and divined that you will have a wonderful time at this 
meeting/program if you bring a sweet or salty snack to share! �  

����������� �
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Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
Heritage Center, Inc. Board of Directors 
President Malachy Mahon 

tubberdaly@hotmail.com   
514-
9782 

Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.
com 

615-
7732 

Director Fred Kelly 
Bkelly9335@aol.com 

250-
0867 

Director Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Director Joe Joyce 771-
2131 

 
Would you like to place an ad in the 
Irish Times newsletter? Business-card-
sized ads are a mere $5 a month. 
Larger-sized ads can be negotiated with 
the editor, Ellen Dowling 
(edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-

1700). You can also put a “click-through” ad on the 
web site of the IAS (www.irishamericansociety-
nm.com) at no extra charge. To put your ad online, 
contact Webmaster Ken Callahan 
(kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

VP-East PJ Kennedy 
PJsetdancing@yahoo.com 

271-
1505 

VP-West Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Treasurer Lynda McAllister 
lyndaone@netzero.net  

294-
6610 

Secretary Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

Board John Murray 293-
8983 

Board Chuck Keady 
oceidigh@aol.com  

298-
5285 

Board Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.com 

615-
7732 

Past 
President 

Paul McDonough  
PenthorMul@aol.com 

294-
8205 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

897-
9032 

Librarian Jessica Patterson 
jerinpat@yahoo.com  

296-
6299 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@netscape.com  

881-
3118 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

The Irish-American Society is a non-
profit, non-political, and non-
sectarian organization devoted to 
furthering Irish-American relations 
through education, travel, recreation, 
charity, music, and dance.  
 
Membership is open to everyone and 
we encourage your support and 
participation. Dues are $20.00 for an 
individual and $25.00 for a family. 
For more information, please call 
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 
298-2708. 
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President’s Message 
Dear IAS members, 

 
The Celtic Coyotes concert on January 12th was simply wonderful. Over 200 people heard these great 

musicians and singers. A special thanks to Doug and Carol Cowan for all the time they put into this event. 
Thanks also to Mike Chavez for his help on the night of the event, to the First Unitarian Church committee for 
the dinner, and to all the IAS members who attended.  

At out January meeting we voted to change the IAS operating year from 1 April - 31 March to 1 January 
- 31 December beginning 1 January 2009. For the 2008 transition period the Board decided to keep the dues at 
$20 individual/$25 family. We plan to hold elections as usual in March and will seek members to run for the 
positions of President, VP-East, VP-West, Treasurer, Secretary, and the two at-large Board positions. Please 
contact me or another Board member for information about the duties and to let us know of your interest in 
running. We are looking for new participants with new ideas and energy! These are not honorary offices, but 
require some work and assumption of certain responsibilities. Candidates will be posted in the March newsletter 
along with a ballot with space for write-ins. Ballots will also be available at the St. Patrick’s Day event and they 
will be counted that day. Those elected will take office on 1 April. 

Thanks also to Joleen Streit who gave a well-researched and well-received lecture on the Irish Famine. 
 

Ken Callahan  

 
Céad Mile Fáilte 

 
A hundred thousand welcomes to our newest members:  
 
�   Mike Chavez �   Joe McCormack 
�   Bill & Missy Kiely �   Trevor McDermott and Diane Villegas 
�   Barbara Ann Martinez �   Constance Stevens 
�   Suzanne Taichert  
  

Norita Callahan 
 

IAS Meeting Minutes: January 11th, 2008 
 

Secretary Shirley Tomberlin was not able to attend, so President Ken Callahan took the minutes in her 
place.  

Treasurer (Lynda McAllister) reported a balance of $5,223 with income of $1,039 from the Christmas 
party fundraising events, $95 from dues, and $60 from newsletter ads. Expenses: $396 for newsletter printing. 
 President: 
 Celtic Coyotes Concert – about 200 tickets sold. About 35 sold to members. 
 The Board voted to change our operating year from 1 April-31 March to the calendar year. Should this 
pass tonight, we will keep the dues unchanged during this 2008 transition year and hold elections as usual for 9-
month terms. This requires a change in Art. III, Sect. 4 of the bylaws – under new business. The board voted to 
keep the dues the same during the 2008 transition period. 
 VP-West – Ellen in Beijing 

VP-East - PJ is negotiating on food plans for St. Patrick’s Day. 
Heritage Center – Kate –discussed Emerald Ball plans. 
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Membership – Norita reported 417 members. 
Old Business 
Motion: 
 “Change Art. III Section 4 of bylaws from “Dues are payable April l of each year and are delinquent 

June 15 of the same year.” to “Dues are payable January l of each year and are delinquent March 15 of the same 
year beginning January 1, 2009.” Passed. 

Election Process: 
 We need someone to chair the nominating committee. No one volunteered. The plan is to establish an 
election committee to find candidates to be published in the March newsletter along with a ballot with write-in 
positions that can be mailed in, plus ballots available at the March St. Patrick’s Day event. Ballots will be 
counted at that event. Current positions to be voted upon are: President, Vice President East, Vice President 
West, Treasurer, Secretary, and two At-Large Board Members. We are looking for new participants with new 
ideas and energy. These are not honorary offices, but require some work and assumption of certain 
responsibilities.  

There was considerable discussion as to the future course of the club now that CFPNI is gone. Kate led 
the discussion on member input. We will have an open discussion led by Kate at the April meeting to discuss 
the future course of the club. We hope to have a member survey in the April newsletter to stimulate ideas. 

Adjourned regular meeting at 7:40 PM. 
Joleen Streit gave a well-researched and well-received lecture on the Irish Famine.  
 

Volunteers Needed 
 

If ever there was a time to get involved in YOUR IAS, that time is definitely NOW. The same folks have been 
doing most of the work to keep this Society going for far too long now, and we are tired. If we don’t get some 
new energy into this group, we will have an uncertain future.  

Norita Callahan has already lined up the musicians for our annual St. Pat’s Day Party (on March 16th, 
Sunday afternoon), but we desperately need some more folks to help out on this annual event. Most importantly, 
we need a Chair to be responsible for overseeing the event. (It’s not a very difficult job, and it does have a time 
limit! LOL) Chuck Keady is also looking for people to help him prepare and serve the food. Please contact 
Chuck at oceidigh@aol.com (298-5285). 

Do you think we should have a presence in the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade (this year to be held on 
March 15th)? Well, then you’d better plan to march with us and help out on that day, or else the Irish won’t be 
seen in the Parade (which would be a pity, yes?). 

Kate Nash is also looking for help with the Emerald Ball (March 8th). Please contact her at (615-7732) 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.com  

Board Member positions for April 1 through December 31, 2008. All Board positions are open. If you 
don’t volunteer to run, we may not have a viable Board to take us into the next year. Please step forward. 

Not only did I find the Irish in China (see p. 13), I found the Scots, too! 
 

January 25 - The Bookworm Burns Supper 
Get your haggis on! All are invited to gather for a celebration of Scotland’s most famous literary export, the 
National Bard, Robert Burns. The Bookworm will feature the traditional lineup of poems, songs and 
performances, as well as a three-course dinner featuring authentic Scottish haggis, neeps and tatties, and 
copious amounts of whiskey. E-mail bookwormjenny@gmail.com to make your reservation, or if you want 
to sign up to perform on the night. RMB 200 (or $27.59 USD). 7.30 PM. The Bookworm (6586 9507), 
Beijing, China. 
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An Albuquerque mom, Sarah Wilkinson, has founded an 
organization known as PeacePal (www.peacepal.org). PeacePal is 
an international penpal organization, whose aim is to help children 
and young adults promote peace in their daily lives by 
corresponding with each other across the world (by email or snail 
mail). There are currently PeacePal communities in Nicaragua, 
Togo, Ghana, Pakistan, and India, and several connections in 
Australia and Europe coming soon. 
 Sarah has two young girls anxiously waiting to get 
connected with PeacePals in Ireland. If you know of any children in 
Ireland (ages 9 – 10 yrs.), please contact Sarah at 505-255-2042 

The 20th Annual Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival & Highland 
Games takes place again at Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta Park, Saturday, May 17th, 2008.  
 
We are pleased to announce the addition of the Rio Grande Celtic 7’s Rugby Tournament as a 
new addition to our Heavy Athletics competitions. The Celtic Dogs will be back this year with 
several additions to their demonstrations and competitions. Two Fools will be back with their 
beer garden and The Indulgers will join our entertainment line-up. The Celtic Jammers will 
have an ongoing open jam session where anyone with a Celtic instrument will be welcome to 
join in throughout the day. We hope that you and your family and friends will join us again this 
year. 
  
A lot of what makes this Festival a success and uniquely Celtic is you and the numerous others 
who participate and come together to show New Mexico and the surrounding region the talent 
and cultural pride we possess.  
  
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Donna Brown at 453-
0696. 
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Some really good/bad Irish 
jokes:  
 
Murphy told Quinn that his wife was 
driving him to drink. Quinn thinks he’s 
very lucky because his own wife makes 
him walk. 
 
A Kerryman went to London and found 
himself in the Underground late one 
night. Seeing a notice “DOGS MUST BE CARRIED ON THE ESCALATOR,” he moaned to himself, “And 
where am I going to find a dog at this hour of the night?” 
 
A Donegalman rushed into a barber’s shop with a pig under his arm. 
“Where did you get that?” asked the barber. 
“I won him in a raffle,” said the pig. 
 
And for our Scottish friends:  A little Scottish boy ran into his house and breathlessly said to his father, “Dad, I 
ran all the way home behind a bus and saved 50 pence.” His dad replied, “You could have saved more that that. 
If you had run home behind a taxi, you could have saved £2.50.” 

��������������������������������� ���
  
Seeking position where technical 
skills, training abilities, and 
leadership capabilities can be 
demonstrated. 
 
Possess over 20 years of successful 
experience in the electronics 
industry, covering different aspects 
in the field: supervision, quality 
control, calibration, productivity, 
production test, assembly, records, 
discipline, customer relations, and 
sales. 
  
PAUL THOMAS McDONOUGH 

UNIT 16-A 
8333 Comanche Road NE 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 
Phone: (505) 294-8205 

Cell: (505) 2707314 
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Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
§  McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 10 AM – noon. Call 866-5867. 
§  Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:30 PM, $2.00. No 

experience necessary! Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708. 
§  Celtic de Santa Fe School of Irish Dancing. Classes in Santa Fe and Los Alamos. 

CRN curriculum. Ages 3 and up. Email: cdsf@mac.com or call 505-984-1139 
Website: www.celticdestantafe.com 
�   Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 
 

Celtic Music Jam at Wild Oats: 
6:30 – 9:30 PM, Thursday evenings at the Wild Oats store at San Mateo and Academy. Musicians of all skill 
levels are invited to participate. For information, call Chuck Butler at 293-1421 (chuckjacobbutler@msn.com).  
 
Celtic Music at O’Niell’s: 
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O’Niell’s, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central & 
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
Celtic jam on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month, from 3:00 to 6:00 PM. Live Celtic band (Blarneystone) on 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays. Two Fools is located at 3211 Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, 
contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 (chuckjacobbutler@msn.com). 
 For all the news about what’s going on at Two Fools, visit www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can 
read their monthly newsletter. 
 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web 
�  The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Sundays at 9:00 PM. 
 
�  Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 
 
�  Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/  Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated Irish Radio service 
available on the net.   
 
Celtic Connections: For general information about Celtic events going on around the West, visit 
http://www.celticconnection.com/. The Celtic Connection started as a one-page newsletter in 1993 out of 
Nallen’s Irish Pub in Denver, Colorado and has developed into a nice little paper (both hard copy and online). 
This website contains links to hours and hours of music videos and podcasts. You will find news and learn of 
coming live events and entertainment opportunities. Visit the travel page to hook up a flight to Ireland or the 
Rocky Mountains or just check out the latest weather forecast for Dublin. Food, humor, books, sports, history 
and much more! 
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Real Estate Minute 
 
Think the Albuquerque 

real estate market is bad? Well 
spare a thought for those in the 
Tampa Bay area. We just 
visited Port Richey in Pasco 
County, just north of Tampa. 
Home values in that county 
have dropped 25 percent from 
Nov 2006-Nov 2007. Also 
combining Pasco with two other 
counties in the Tampa area, 
Pinellas and Hillsborough, there 
are over 42,000 residences for 
sale in those 3 counties alone. 
In comparison, we have 
approximately 6,400 homes 
listed for sale in the 
Albuquerque metropolitan area.   

 Mike and Deb Foley 
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Aulsod’s Culture Corner  
          
We are Michael Foley (a.k.a. Aulsod) and my wife Deborah Foley (a.k.a. Boston Legend), and our main goal is 
to give people Irish entertainment ideas. We would love to know what people think of our column, both likes 
and dislikes. You can contact us via email at Aulsod@aol.com or by phone at 505-858-1047. You can also send 
an anonymous postcard to 7101 Beverly Hills Ave. NE, ABQ, NM 87113. We rate events on a 0-5 shamrock 
scale (with 5 being the best).  

News and Notes 
 

26-year-old Dubliner Cecelia Ahern is extremely popular in Hollywood at the moment. A film based on 
her first novel, P.S. I Love You from 2004 (which we rated Aulsod 3 shamrocks and The Boston Legend 4) has 
just been released, unfortunately to poor reviews. A film inspired by her third novel (2006), If You Could See 
Me Now, is in the works. If that’s not enough, her recently published fourth book, There’s No Place Like Here, 
has been optioned as a possible TV series, and her fifth book, Thanks For The Memories, is due for release this 
summer. Also she created and produces one of the few new hit TV shows of the fall, Samantha Who. That’s a 
lot of writing, but she seems to be taking it all in stride. 

Why is she so popular? Hard to know, but she is the daughter of the current Taoiseach (or Ireland’s 
Prime Minster), Bertie Ahern. Although she claims to have got famous based on her own merits, which we 
don’t doubt, let’s be honest: Being the daughter of an extremely popular Prime Minister doesn’t hurt. However, 
she’s rolling along now and if you’ve ever seen her interviewed, you will agree she is charming, humble, and 
full of Irish modesty. We wish her only the best and think it’s a shame that P.S. has been slammed by the critics. 
We look forward to giving our own two cents once it appears on DVD.    

 
On Netflix/DVD 

 
Once (2006) 
Ratings: Aulsod ��� ; Boston Legend ���  

This was a film we were really looking forward to, as it made many top ten movie lists last year. The 
film was written and directed by John Carney, on a low budget, on the streets of Dublin over seventeen days. At 
first it seems amateurish, but Carney has a lot to say about contemporary Dublin.  

The story is a simple one about a friendship between a busker, Glen Hansard (lead singer of The 
Frames), and Marketa Irglova, a Czeck flower seller and house cleaner. Hansard works with his dad repairing 
vacuum cleaners and busks (sings) on Grafton Street in Dublin where Marketa is attracted to his original songs. 
The film is 100 percent authentic and gives us a glimpse of the changing face of Ireland, something we loved 
about the film.  

However, we had two issues with the film: It is too short at 85 minutes and the music was just okay. 
Although not a musical per se, it’s dominated by music and many people have rushed out to buy the CD. Bob 
Dylan was so impressed he had them open up for him on his tour, but we felt it was just all right. However, the 
movie is still well worth a look and the two lead performances are excellent. We left wanting to see more.  
 

Music On TV/CD 
 
Celtic Women: A Christmas Celebration 
Ratings: Aulsod �� ; Boston Legend ��    

Criticizing these women is like complaining about babies and puppies. Everyone loves them and PBS 
pushed them hard over the holidays. We know we are in the minority here, but their music is all too nice, 
contrived, choreographed, and safe for our tastes. 
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They are the brainchild of composer David Downes, who after the success of RiverDance saw an 
opportunity to make money. He assembled five relatively unknown but talented Irish women and gave them the 
backing of a full orchestra and Cirque de Soleil style lighting. He had PBS produce their first how in 2004 and 
quickly they were number one on the World Music Billboard charts and sold millions of CDs. Following the 
success of the first, PBS produced a second show recorded at Slane Castle, and followed it up with this 
Christmas show recorded in 2006 at the Helix theatre in Dublin.  

As we said, the women are fine but it’s all too sterile and do we need another version of “Winter 
Wonderland,” “Silent Night,” etc.? In that vein, guess what’s coming to PBS later this year? Yes, Celtic Man 
featuring five real guys from Ireland. We can’t wait. �  

Slainte, 
Aulsod 

	
��
�����������������������������
 
Tuesday, March 4th, 2008 
David Munnelly Band 
Windchime Champagne Gallery 
518 Central Avenue SW 
7:30 PM 
Tickets: $15 advance, $20 door 
Available at abqmusic.com, Bookworks and Natural Sound 

Irish button accordion wizard David Munnelly brings new excitement and depth to traditional music, 
while drawing for inspiration on past masters. The David Munnelly Band exploded onto the scene with hit 
albums in Europe and Japan, dual CD releases in North America, and a full tour schedule. With their unique 
West Mayo style of playing—a style as wild, free, and awe-inspiring as the rugged West Coast of Ireland— 
David Munnelly and his band are making waves on both sides of the Atlantic. David has also toured and 
performed with The Chieftains, DeDanaan, and other legendary Irish artists. The band features alto singer 
Shauna Mullin, dubbed by LiveIreland.com as the Newcomer of the Year.  They may even have a dancer 
with them, which will be something given the coziness of the Gallery. 
 
Friday, April 18th, 2008 
Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Haas 
South Broadway Cultural Center 
1025 Broadway SE 
8 PM 
Tickets: $20 reserved seating 
Available at abqmusic.com and SBCC box office 

Master Scottish fiddler Alasdair Fraser is a consummate performer. His dynamic fiddling, engaging 
stage presence, and deep understanding of Scotland’s music have created a constant and international 
demand for his solo appearances and concerts with a variety of ensembles. Alasdair has been a major force 
behind the resurgence of traditional Scottish fiddling in his homeland and the U.S., inspiring legions of 
listeners and learners through his recordings, annual fiddle camps, and concerts. His richly expressive 
playing transports listeners across a broad musical spectrum, ranging from haunting laments from the Gaelic 
tradition to classically-styled airs, raucous dance tunes, and improvisations based on traditional themes. His 
vast repertoire spans several centuries of Scottish music and includes his own compositions, which blend a 
profound understanding of the Scottish tradition with cutting-edge musical explorations. Fraser will be 
performing as a duo with cellist Natalie Haas. 
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Gala Fundraising Event 
 

For the Irish Heritage Center 
 

� �� ��������	
������
����
 

Saturday, March 8th, 2008 
 

Albuquerque Marriott 
 Pyramid Hotel 

515 San Francisco Road NE 
 

Formal Attire Event (black tie) 
$90 per person 

(Visa/Mastercard accepted) 
 

No Host Bar: 5:30 PM 
Dinner: 7 PM 

Dancing: 8:30 PM to 12:30 AM 
SILENT AUCTION 

 
Music provided by 

Cheap Shots 
and 

 Hands Five 
                                                  Special Guest: KARL JONES 

 
Ticket info: Call 821-5422 or 

Email: emeraldball2007@yahoo.com 
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February 23 and 24, 2008 

The University of New Mexico 
Student Union Ballroom 

Ballrooms B and C 

Click here for more information... (or contact Beth Meier at 896-2633) 

Location Map, Campus Map 

Admission is free to the public!  

Attendees may park for free in the UNM ‘A’ parking lot!  

 
Competitors register through Feisworx. 

Performing Arts Competition, Sat. February 23, 4-7pm. 
More info... 

Register for the Performing Arts Competition. 

 
 
 
Additional Notes from Beth:  
 
The Performing Arts Competition is open to anyone who isn’t a professional and who wants to compete by 
playing an instrument, singing, or reciting poetry. Has to be something Irish . . . of course. �  
 
Parking at UNM is free on weekends and after 8:00 PM, except in the Visitor Parking Structure. After 8:00 PM 
on Friday evening, and all day Saturday and Sunday, visitors may park in any permit zone.Visitors may also 
park free at any meter from 8:00 PM Friday through Sunday.  
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The Irish in China  
 
As many of you know, your humble newsletter editor, myself, visits China 
several times a year to teach classes in “Executive Communication” for 
graduate students in the Beijing International MBA Program at Peking 
University. Two years ago, I spent St. Patrick’s Day with some Chinese 
friends and a Guinness at Durty Nellie’s Irish Pub Beijing. (I swear this is 
true: See picture! And I even wore my IAS sweatshirt!)  
 
So here I am again in Beijing as I type this (it’s my sixth time here), and I 
was wondering, what other Irish folk and stuff might be hanging about in Asia? I found this cool website, 
Irishabroad.com (http://www.irishabroad.com/irishworld/asia/asiafinale.asp), and learned about this recent 
event in the neighborhood (actually Hong Kong, but close enough): 
 
IrishAbroad.com Asian Gaelic Games a Success 

The ninth IrishAbroad.com Asian Gaelic Sevens were declared a stunning success after a weekend 
extravaganza in Hong Kong which saw over 30 men’s and women’s teams take part in the seven-a-side 
competition.  

The IrishAbroad.com Asian Gaelic Games is the single largest gathering of the Irish community in Asia 
and is gaining momentum and importance every year. This year, two referees from the GAA travelled from 
Ireland to officiate at the games. In true GAA style, the National Anthem was played and the Hong Kong Police 
Band then led the teams around the pitch at Aberdeen stadium. The newly appointed Irish Ambassador to 
China, Declan Gallagher, also attended and presented the winners with their trophies after congratulating them 
on such a great turnout. 

Irish people from all over Asia gathered at Aberdeen Stadium in Hong Kong on Sunday to watch both 
men and women’s GAA teams from over 12 different countries battle it out to reach the finals of the Derek 
Brady cup and Ladies’ Cup.  

The Asian Gaelic Games were founded by a group of Irish people in Taiwan in 1995 and the first event 
took place began in Manila in 1996. A few years later, the games moved to such far-flung places as Singapore 
and Phuket in Thailand before landing in Hong Kong for 2003 and 2004. 

The event’s sponsors, IrishAbroad.com, said they were delighted to be associated with the games, 
adding that while the Games bring the Asian Irish community together through sport, IrishAbroad.com has been 
bringing the global Irish community together through the internet, since the site was founded in San Francisco 
in 1998. 

Founder Bill Hanafin, whose website now reaches 170,000 registered members, said: “Having spent 
over 10 years in various places around the world, I know what is like to be an Irish person abroad. When Irish 
people meet all over the world, they love to find some sort of connection with Ireland, through Irish sport, Irish 
dancing, drinking in Irish pubs, and now through the rapidly progressing medium of the world wide web. We 
like to think of IrishAbroad.com as a virtual Irish pub where people can meet, share ideas and form lasting 
friendships.” 

Myriam Hooper, Operations & Website Manager of IrishAbroad.com, said: “The games are a great way 
for Irish people in Asia to come together and celebrate Irish culture and sport. It’s has been a fantastic weekend 
for everybody concerned and IrishAbroad.com is extremely proud to be sponsors of the event.” 
 
I also learned that Durty Nellie’s is the ONLY Irish pub in Beijing. (Shanghai has two. Should have checked 
them out when we there a few weeks ago.) Oh, well. If I’m ever here again for St. Patrick’s Day, I’ll be back! 
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic 
Musicians/Performers! 

  
[Editor’s Note: This section of the newsletter is devoted to showcasing the wealth of Irish/Scottish/Celtic 
musical and performance talent that we have right here in Albuquerque. If you’re looking for a group to play at 
an event (a wedding, perhaps, or a party), we hope that you will contact the folks listed below!] 

 
Canterbury Harps 
Plays a variety of Celtic and Renaissance music, in 
costume if requested.  
Contact: Laura Hughes 296-8940 
 
The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety 
of instruments, including vocals. 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals 
Contact: Kathy Wimmer (293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
Blarneystone 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867) 
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 
 

Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
“Tunes of Glory” for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 
Saoirse (“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”) 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Harps of Enchantment 
Harpers (2) available for parties, weddings, etc.  
Contact: http://harpsenchant.home.comcast.net 
 
Irish DJ 
Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music 
Contact: Mike Foley 858-1047 (Aulsod@aol.com) 
 
Fonn Sona (“Happy Melody”) 
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
McTeggart Irish Step Dancers 
Contact: Beverly Coleman 866-5867  
revalanc@aol.com 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Celtic Harp, vocals, and vestments 
765-1288 (www.affordablevestments.com) 
 
Celtic Coyotes 
Traditional music from the Celtic lands of Scotland, 
Ireland, Wales, and Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan 
celticcoyotes@yahoo.com (710-0583) 
 
Michael and Donna Coy 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, and 
Traditional (296-2017) 
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Calendar of Events 
IAS/IHC Events 

Date Day What 
February 5 Tuesday IAS Board of Directors Meeting, 7 PM at the GAC. 
February 8 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting, 7 PM at the GAC. Presentation on Divination and 

Celtic Mythologoy by Tarot Reader/Palmist Amanda Flory of 
Moondancer. 

March 8 Saturday Irish Heritage Center Emerald Ball. (For details, see p. 13.) 
March 15 Saturday St. Patrick’s Day Parade, details to come. 
March 16 Sunday IAS St. Patrick’s Day Party at the GAC. Details to come! 

 
Celtic/GAC Events 

February 2 Saturday St. Andrew Scottish Society Annual Burns Night Dinner, Albuquerque 
Marriott Pyramid North. Cocktails 5:00 PM; Dinner 6:30 PM. Tickets: 
Adults - $45.00 (St. Andrew members); $50.00 (non-members). $5 of 
ticket price will be applied towards a St. Andrew membership for non-
members, if desired. Children (under 12) - $20.00. Questions/ Info: 
Contact Don Baker at 301-8990 (wizardofsaaz@yahoo.com ). 

March 4 Tuesday David Munnelly Band, Windchime Champagne Gallery, 518 Central 
Avenue SW, 7:30 PM. Tickets: $15 advance, $20 door, available at 
abqmusic.com, Bookworks, and Natural Sound. 

April 18 Friday Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Haas, South Broadway Cultural Center, 1025 
Broadway SE, 8 PM. Tickets: $20 reserved seating, available at 
abqmusic.com and SBCC box office. 

May 17 Sunday 20th Annual Rio Grande Celtic Festival and Highland Games, Balloon 
Fiesta Park. Details to come. 
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Kenneth McCormick is 
conducting a 
beginner’s level Scots 
Gaelic class. For 
information on time 
and place, contact Ken 

at klmccor@yahoo.com or (505) 205-9602. 
 
If you are more interested in learning Irish Gaelic, and 
you have internet access, you might want to check out 
this site (sent in by alert reader Bill Murray): 
http://www.daltai.com/home.htm 

The Ronald McDonald House 
Fundraiser Project 

 
 The IAS is no longer collecting 
aluminum cans, but we ARE collecting the pop-
tops for the Ronald McDonald House here in 
Albuquerque (managed by IAS member Sharon 
Nolen). 
 IAS members, please save the pop-tops 
and bring them to meetings in a baggie or 
grocery bag. I’ll take them to the collection area. 
           In December, I received several baggies 
full o’ poptops. Thanks so much to: “Woody” 
Woodward, Desi Garcia, and James & Valerie 
Woods from Roswell. �    
 Keep saving ‘em!!  

                                     Norita   
                                     



Irish Times          FEB 2008       
  

 16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�����	����� �	�����!�����"�
� �����#�$�%����

                       P.O. Box 13435 
   Albuquerque, New Mexico  87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed?  Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to �����	����� �	�����!�����"   

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


