Newsletter of the
Irish-American Society of New Mexico DECEMBER 2009
Www.irishamericansociety-nm.com

Next Event: Sunday, December'®, 2:00 PM

Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually helthersecond Friday of each month, except during July and
August (and for special events). The usual meeting locegtitthre Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-American Club
(GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo).

IAS Annual Christmas Party!

It's that holly jolly time of year and once again 4 will be hosting its annudChristmas Party at the
GAC on Sunday, Decembef,&rom 2:00 to 5:30 PM.

As usual, we will be conducting@ilent Auction. If you can donate an item (or two) for the auctjplease
bring your donations to the party or make arrangement®otdem off beforehand.

If you're in a baking frame of mind (and who isn’t this éiof year?), we have two requests of you:

1. Bring a potluck dish to share. (And be sure to mark your pkatd utensils so we can get them back §p
you.) Coffee, tea, and a no-host bar will be provided.

2. Bring a dessert of any kind (cake, pie, cookies, etc.) to
donate to th&€ake Walk Contest (It’s also perfectly
all right to bring store-bought goodies!)

We're also planning some fun events during the afternoon:

A visit from Santa Claus! Please bring a wrapped (and
labeled with the child’s name) present for each of your
children for Santa to give to them personally. And don't
forget to bring your cameras!

Irish music (provided by Jim Brauer, DJ Extraordinaire!),
ceili dancing with Norita, and more!

And a very special Christmas greeting from your
newsletter editor Ellen in China!

Yes, this is me, at the airport in Shanghai, w
a saxophone-playing Santa!
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President’'s Message

Dear IAS Community,

This is my last newsletter IAS President’'s Messdgg.Vandersloot will be taking the IAS President
position on January 1, 2010. Jay will be an excellent pnetsate has a wide knowledge base and great
community connections. Along with him on the board wallMichael Briody, VP East, and Gerry Muisener ¢is
VP West. Both of these gentlemen will be great asedtse IAS Board. Rose Marie Keating will take over a
treasurer and Karen Tengwald will be secretary. Theseem will add so much to the board and | encourag
the membership to extend their gratitude to all.

| will remain on the board as ex-president to assistevham able, as will ex-secretary Maureen
Canavan. We have added Richard and Sharon Finkle andH&dikerson as members at large. They were nqit at
the meeting but were nominated, and we hope they acogiarthe board.

Leaving the board after several years is Ken Callahdritee IAS community will feel the loss of his
wisdom, support and leadership. Please extend your hand adsl ef@ratitude to Ken for all that he has dorfe
over the years as it is more than we are able teesgpr

Jay will firm up committee chairpersons but please ktiet/they are truly the ones who keep the IA§5
alive and running. Louisa Gignac, hospitality chair, is gwat the meeting and is the true hostess of the
meetings behind the scenes. Norita Callahan, membersdiip kéeps the membership alive and current. Elign
Dowling, Irish Timeseditor, continues to single-handedly edit, createrandle all aspects of the newsletter
and communications along with a variety of tasks thapkAS alive. These women need to be recognized Jand
applauded for all they accomplish.

December § is the Christmas Party, from 2 PM till 5: 30 P
Again it is a potluck and we are requesting donations focakewalk
and the silent auction. | hope to see many of you there!!

In closing, | wish all of you a wonderful holiday seasmal
encourage you to continue to support the IAS. Thanks tbtAthe
Community for allowing me to serve as IAS Presider&df9.

Peace and happiness to |,
Kate Nash

Books e Jewelry  Gifts Flynn Painting

Psychic Readings
Natural Therapies

Life Coach & Finishing Services

Tues - Sun 10am - 5:30pm

4484 Corrales Road
Corrales, NM
505.899.2963 ) ) . .

www.moondancernm.com Professionag Reliable§ Neat8 Fair Prices

Call Dennis: 892-6446 or 350-1242

The place to find a variety of
Celtic items: Bonded NM 3583328 In business since 1992

jewelry, wall hangings, books
to loan, and more!
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IAS Treasurer’'s Report — October 2009

Cathy Lybrand, Treasurer
Category Income Category Expenses
Memberships 65.0Q0 Print Express 310.5
Halloween Party 255.00 Celtic Picnic 32.6

Honorarium 50.00
GAC — honorarium and 175.00
costume prize money
Cash box 100.00

Total Income 320.00 Total Expense 668.25

October 1 Beginning Balance
Income
Expenses

October 31 Ending Balance

Céad Mile Failte

A 100,000 welcomes to our newest membt@vin O’Leary.

As of November 1%, the Irish-American Society has 134 family membersdsi 2) and 135 single
members. This is a total of 403 members.

It's Time to Renew Your Membership for 2010!

The IAS 2009 membership year ends December 31, 2009. Pleake vsedawal form on the back page of th
newsletter to renew for 2010. Dues are $25 for a family$@8dfor a single. Send form/check to: IAS, PO B
13435, Albuquerque NM 87192-3435. Thanks!
Norita Callahan
noraabgq@yahoo.co(298-2708)

Irish-American Society Meeting Minutes
Friday, November 13

No meeting minutes from last month as the Secretasyalvaent from the meeting.

Membership reported by Norita Callahan: 134 family, 134 sirgyla@ total of 402 members.
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New Business: Nominations were presented to the memberstiaer nominations were requested from the
floor. IAS Members passed their votes as follows:

President: Jay Vandersloot

Vice President West: Gerry Muisener
Vice President East: Mike Briody
Secretary: Karen Tengwald
Treasurer: Rosemarie Keating

Past President: Kate Nash

Directors at large:

Rich and Sharon Finkle
Maureen Canavan
Edie Henderson

Youth Committee Nominee: Skyla Bear
All nominations passed by acclamation. The new Board mesmi# take their seats starting January 1, 201§).

The Halloween Party was a blast and thanks to RoseMasatng for organizing this event.

Good to the Order News: IAS members were the top dantothe Celts for the Hungry event.

The IAS Christmas Party will be Sunday, Decemb&frém 2:00 — 5:30. This will be a Pot Luck, so please
bring something salty or sweet to share with the orgaaizaDonations for the cake walk and the silent auctjon
are greatly appreciated. Santa will be present and pareetisto bring a gift for each of their children for &a

to hand out to that child.

The meeting was closed and Tir Conaill dance academy msmibiertained the club.

Respectfully submitted by Maureen Canavjan

Flowers of the Forest

We were saddened to learn of the death of long-time |A&er/volunteer/supporter
Barbara Nickelski, who passed away on Thursday, Oc&ffeBarbara was cancer-free fo
seven years, but the disease recently returned. Oufelieeondolences to her husband
Norbert, to her family and to her many, many friends.

IAS member (and St. Andrew Scottish Society members&N. Braidwood passed away on Wednesday,
October 21, 2009, at the age of 93. Eloise outlived her twmahds, Denver Andrew Elkin, died 1940; and
Harold T. Braidwood, 2009. She is survived by one sister, amgraus nieces, nephews, grandnieces, and
grandnephews. Our condolences to all.
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KiMo Theatre Presents R e vecuaon |

On the first day of Christmas, my true love said to
We were right to buy fresh turkey and a proper
Christmas tree.
On the second day of Christmas, much laughter cojd
be heard
As we tucked into the turkey, a most delicious bird.
On the third day of Christmas, we had guests from
right next door
The turkey tasted just as good as it did the days befjre.
On the fourth day of Christmas, with the in-lawspés
old
We finished off the Christmas pud — and served the
turkey cold.
On the fifth day of Christmas, outside the snowflake
flurried
But we were nice and warm inside, and ate the turkqly
curried.
‘ =i On the sixth day of Christmas, the festive spirtadi

ki i G The children fought and bickered and we ate the turjey
S . fried.
Irsh Christmas in America takes the spirt of Christas on a distinctively ih V?ir;lége seventh day of Christmas, my true love he df

journey. The fmilyfiencly performance features beautifull sung As he sat down at the table and was offered turkey

: : oy T : mince.
Irsh ballads and holiday carols, vely fiddle tunes and thriing lish dancing, On the eighth day of Christmas, our cat had run for
shelter
) When | served up turkey pancakes, with a glass of
Tuesday, December fstat 730 pm When | serv
i On the ninth day of Christmas, by lunchtime Dad wds
Tickets: $30& $25 poto '

The only way, he reckoned, he could take my turke
risotto!
On the tenth day of Christmas, the only drink was
homebrew
Not strong enough to help digest, those plates of turfkey

e i stew.
»-“B\ KI M@ Eﬁl On the eleventh day of Christmas, the tree’s pineg t

Uumrra! g/, Were mOUItIng
u\‘“ The sweet mince pies were hard and dry, the turke
was revolting.
423 Central Ave. NW, Alouquerque, NV 87102+ (505) 7683522 + www.cabg gov/kimo gn It'he twelfth day of Christmas, my true love licked
is lips
The guests were gone, the turkey too, we dined on fsh

For tickets,vistt the KiMo box office or ticketmaster.com.

Services

D Entertain, Educate. Inspire “'

For additional information, all 311 For accessibilty, call Relay NMor 711,
The KiMo Theatre s a partof the City of Albuquergue Cutural ervices Department. and chips!
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The Reel Thing by The Dancer

Cead mile failte from Dundalk!

May peace and plenty be the first to lift the latchyoar
door, and happiness be guided to your home by the
candle of Christmas. o
Nollaig Shona Dhuit

Why December 257

How did the official day for celebrating Christmadraland become December 25?

For the church’s first three centuries, Christmasntas December—or on the calendar at all. The
Christians, in the meantime, were holding the “MasSlufist” at various times and places. This wasn't a
commemoration of the birth of Jesus so much as itattase to reflect on his life and acts. In modern §fan
cultures, we mark Winter Solstice as December 21-22 aatireg¢é the birth of Jesus Christ on December 24|
But celebrating a supernatural birth on December 25 datkddaacient pre-Christian times when the Celts
celebrated Alban Arthuan, the Winter Solstic—the relmiftthe sun. December 25 was also the day the
Romans celebrated the birth of the Sun God.

When Constantine legalized Christianity and declareckibthicial religion of the Roman Empire, he
* needed to find ways to help Roman society make the timsit Christianity. Since Romans were
Qi@g already accustomed to celebrating the birth of a god @emleer 25, and since no exact day is
“\* mentioned in the Bible that tells us exactly when Jesassborn, Constantine strategically converge}l
the ancient celebration of the birth of the Sun Gati wie Christian celebration of Christ’s birth and ldesd
December 25 the day of Christ’s birth. Since Irish Cadid been celebrating December 25 for a long time a
the rebirth of the Sun, Irish Christians found it nattwadelebrate the birth of Jesus on December 25.

The Bookshelf

RELAND'S Ireland’s Master Storyteller: The Collected Stories of Eamielly
Sh i !
Seanchais Irish for “storyteller” or “old talker,” to get c&er to the actual meaning. In
Ireland, aseanchawasn’t just something someone did, it was something sonveasie

Eamon Kelly was perhaps the last authentic seanchaivK in Ireland as “The Seanchai” in

the 1950s and 1960s for his RTE broadcasted stories, Kelly kratigtdition of storytelling

to the masses both in his published works and for ye&salivay where he ran a one-man
show telllng stories to enthusiastic, receptive crowds.

Born in 1914, the man himself died in 2001, having traveled tr&lwbeen nominated for a Tony on
Broadway and shared countless hours of stories withisisdudience back home. Rife with tales of Ireland
gone by, this is a collection of almost 80 short stahes bring an Ireland long since gone back to life The
heartbreak of emigration, the stations, the prielséscourting and dancing, the war between the sexes—Keljly
mines a rich seam of humour and sadness out of tHiemesiof a people rich in hospitality and generosity,
imagination, culture and tradition. This book is pepperet ish phrases (there’s a translation index in the
back) and tidbits of people following lost traditions and/svaf life.
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Famous Sons and Daughters of Erin

The Battle of Kinsale, Christmas Eve, 1601

If any one single battle of Ireland’s Nine Years Waswivotal in nature, it is the Battle of
Kinsale. Kinsale is a sleepy little port town in tlmtheastern portion of the country.
B Through a tactical blunder, it became the focus of geltdat would permanently destroy
" Ireland’s hopes for independence during this time period.

The Nine Years War was waged for a variety of reasbims Irish wanted their
independence from English rule and the English wished toeiumcrease their lands and power in Ireland.
Meanwhile, Europe was in the throes of the ProtestafdarRation and a turf war emerged between the
Catholics and Protestants. Since Ireland was predomin@atholic, the Nine Years War was seen as an
opportunity to undermine English hegemony by Catholic Spadnta supporters.

The hopes of the Irish rested mainly with Hugh O’Nd&ihrl of Tyrone, and Hugh O’Donnell, Earl of
Tyrconnell. These two men were the last of the g&zatlic Chieftains and their strongholds were in theddls
area of Ireland—the locale of the first English pléiotes. A series of revolts broke out here that sththe

war. Hugh O’Neill cast off his title of Earl of Tyrorand was accepted by the people as the O’Neill (hergditf;
title of the King of Ireland). He led the Irish fordesquick victories and gathered great support.

At the same time “Red” Hugh O’'Donnell was terrorizing Ergglish in the west, recapturing Sligo Castle ant
defeating Clifford, the English governor of Connachtr thes Elizabeth | proclaimed both Hugh O’Neill and
Hugh O’'Donnell enemies and traitors and she recalled hezddrom the Spanish War in Belgium. Ireland, i
turn, appealed to Catholic Spain for help. The Englisheubhdrd Mountjoy, scored many successes and sojn
had control of Southern Ireland again. When Spain finalyecto the rescue, it was too little too late for the
Irish. Phillip 11l of Spain sent a force of only 4,000 remmmanded by Don Juan del Aguilla, whose ill-tempger
and impatience did not help his already poor skills aegdship.

Aguilla’s force and his few ships landed in September 160insale in hostile territory. They were soon
surrounded on land by superior English forces and beseigea &y a hostile English fleet. O’Neill’'s hand wjis
thus forced, his choices being to abandon the Spanish asavthe off further help or to march through enerjly

the English forces. The battle became one of treratiare and attrition and by December 2nd, Mountjoy’s
forces numbered only 6,500, while the Irish and the Spanish el@se to 10,000 combined.

Pressure was brought to bear on O’Neill by both O’Ddrave the Spanish inside the city to attack the Englfsh
forces and finally O’Neill relented. On Christmas E¥601, the Irish and Spanish attacked and were soundjy
defeated. The Irish lost 2,000 and almost 1,000 Scots, wheleadsent to help in the rebellion. The Spanis
were forced to surrender and sent home. Thus in one hiowopes of Ireland were dashed after winning bajtle
after battle early in the Nine Years War.

O’Neill’'s reputation was tarnished and he could never aguaister great support. O’'Donnell went to Spain
where an English agent later poisoned him. Any furtg@elof assistance from Spain was now also gone. Thhe
decision to attack was a costly one, as the continegé sf the English would probably have resulted in

victory. But the size and power of the English flees\wavotal in this battle. It probably caused the Spanish
landing here in the first place, after the defeat af #enada scant few years ago. Their control of #nss
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would probably eventually bring reinforcements for the Bhghlso, which had to weigh heavily on O’Neill’'s

mind. With a victory, the entire Irish population would hazkied to O’Neill's flag and the Spanish would
have been encouraged to provide more support.

Many Irish gave up on their home after this loss to thgdi&imand migrated to the Americas. The power to
resist the English was now broken and Catholic landesship steadily declined for the next 200 years. The|
Plantations under the English and the Scots-Irishroegd to develop and take over the land that had been jeld
by the Irish peoples for thousands of years. Ulsteffitseme of the modern day revolt in Northern Ireland,
never recovered, and its lands remain under Englistnaida this day.

The Music Rack

Johnny Cunningham & Thomas Moore, The Soul of Christmas:Qeltic Music
Celebration with Thomas Moore.

This two-disc set is the product of a collaboration leetvauthor Thomas Moore (best
known for “Care of the Soul”) and Celtic fiddler par efence Johnny Cunningham. The
first disc is all music: 14 carols, chosen for the poet their lyrics.

The carols are set in beautifully clean and sparegeraents, performed with simplicity and heart by topi€e
musicians such as Seamus Egan, Susan McKeown and CathieSeyae of the carols are familiar and othefs
are less so, but each one shines like a miniature gensetbad disc consists of all spoken words. In a serigs
of thought-provoking short essays, Moore traces theristovarious aspects of the Christmas celebratian.
explores their resonances beyond the specific holgfmgculates on why they touch us so deeply, and suggjsts
how we in today’'s world can recapture a lost senseystany. Moore reads these meditations in a thoughtf

and low-key style with light musical accompaniment Intkihe individual sections. The CD also features twjp
poems read by Cunningham in his lovely Scots burr.

The set is very handsomely presented in a small, hardimedkformat. The front and back covers/u\
have flaps to hold the CDs, and the entire text ob#wond disc is printed inside, with illustration, ;
on high-quality paper. o

The Site
The “Gift of the Gab”

Five miles northwest of the city of Cork is the villagfeBlarney. Near the village, standing
almost 90 feet in height is the castle of Blarney wglworld-famous Blarney Stone. More
than 300,000 people come to kiss the Blarney Stone each year.

Blarney is celebrated the world over for a stonehengarapet that is said to endow whoever kisses ittagth
eternal gift of eloquence (in Iridolabharthack - the “Gift of the Gab.” While the Blarney Castlat visitors

see today was constructed in 1446, the history of the gtaes back two centuries before that time. The stof
begins with a magical stone, its origins shrouded in@enysOne legend says it was the rock that Moseskstr{c
with his staff to produce water for the Israelites duthngr exodus from Egypt. Another legend relates that |
had once been Jacob’s Pillow and that the prophet Jandrad brought it to Ireland. According to this tellingyit
became théia Fail or “Fatal Stone” and was used as an oracular throtieedfish kings. The origin of this
custom is unknown, though the word “blarney,” meaning togtawith soft talk or to deceive without



Irish Times DEC 2009

offending, probably derives from the stream of unfulfilomises of Cormac Mac Dermot MacCarthy to th
Lord President of Munster in the late sixteenth century

It is known, however, when and how the word “blarneyteeed the English language and the dictionary.
During the time of Queen Elizabeth |, Dermot McCarthg, ruler of the castle, was required to surrender hi
fortress to the Queen as proof of his loyalty. He said/buld be delighted to do so, but something always
happened at the last moment to prevent his surrendeexelises became so frequent and indeed so
implausible that the official who had been demandingcistle in the name of the Queen became a joke at fhe
Court. Once, when the eloquent excuses of McCarthy repeated to the Queen, she said “Odds bodikins,
more Blarney talk!” The term Blarney has thus camenean “the ability to influence and coax with fair worg|s
and soft speech without giving offense.”

The massive castle, which looks even larger because m€turesque situation on the edge of a cliff, was
supposedly built in 1446 by Cormac MacCarthy “the Strong,baiody on the site of a castle occupied by the
Lombards, whom the MacCarthys had displaced. It hasgraped plan with five stories, the lower two bein]
under a pointed vault with walls 12 feet thick; higher upwhé#s get thinner and the rooms bigger. The
building sequence is a little puzzling, but the slender taostaining the main stair and a tier of small rooms
evidently predates the main block. The whole is crowneld mgh-stepped battlements, projecting more tha
two feet beyond the walls and carried by long inverted pygtaorbels.

The MacCarthys held onto the castle with few interargiuntil the Williamite wars, when Donagh

MacCarthy, the fourth Earl of Clan Carty, supported tiseng side and his estates were forfeited. It is satd tha
before leaving he cast the family silver into the lalkee property was acquired by Sir John Jeffreys, who byjit
a Gothic-style house onto the castle with pointed windanagscurvilinear pinnacle battements. This was burjt
around 1820, but a semi-circular staircase tower stilanesn Nearby the family made a megalithic garden fdjly
and in 1874 they built a Scottish Baronial-style houselooking the lake in the park.

CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS FROM IRELAND

Ireland is the origin of many Christmas traditions angtoms. Christmas in Ireland stretches from Christma
Eve to the Epiphany Feast ori™6f January.” (Epiphany is also known as “Little Ctwias.”) For Irish people,
Christmas is very much a religious festival and peplaee lighted red candles on their windowsills that ar
mostly decorated with sprigs of holly so that Mary dadeph looking for shelter may find the way to their
homes. Many of the customs have their roots in the wiven the Gaelic culture and religion of the country
were being suppressed and it is perhaps because of thabtreegurvived into modern times.

The Candle in the Window

The placing of a lighted candle in the window of a haus€hristmas Eve is still practised today. It has a
number of purposes, but primarily it was a symbol of welke®o Mary and Joseph as they travelled looking Jor
shelter. The candle also indicated a safe place iestprto perform mass, as during Penal Times this was n{jt
allowed. A further element of the tradition is thag ttandle should be lit by the youngest member of the
household and only be extinguished by a girl bearing theeridlary.” Traditionally, a candle was only lit in
one window, but nowadays at Christmas, most houseséiaetric candles in all windows. To have no light
meant that you shared the guilt of the Innkeeper at Bethlevho said, “No Room!”

Whitewashing the House

In many rural areas of Ireland still today the custowlaifewashing the houses and stores prevails. The

women scrub and polish everything till it all shines, d@rhen take a bucket of whitewash, or limewash, afjd

purify everything in honour of the coming of the ChristthChristmas is like a tapestry, tightly and colourfulfy
10
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woven. It is almost impossible to find a thread and titaieits beginning in the picture. From this ancient
custom come the modern traditions of putting up fresh cigitai special Christmas Bedcover, cushions and
table linens.

Holly
No Irish home would be complete without holly. Hollythwits glossy green leaves and festive red berries is

perfect for holiday decorating. At Christmas in Irelaholly was used to decorate the entire house. A sprayjwas
placed over the door as well as on the mantle, arowtdrpiframes, among the plates on the cupboard andjas
candle rings. Gifts of holly boughs were also givenamhbors. One charming folklore superstition was tha

the fairy folk would come in out of the cold to find skelin the holly branches. To the Celts, holly represgn
both life and rebirth, the evergreen leaves symboliliiagiuring a time when all else was bare and the red
berries representing the coming of Spring. With the comfr@hristianity to Ireland, the berries took on a ne
meaning—a new life in Christ.

The Laden Table

The Christmas cooking starts early when the traditiGhaistmas fruit cakes, porter cakes and plum puddingls
are made, wrapped and stored. They are opened every nowaam@ad some brandy or whiskey is poured ¢in
them to keep them moist. A traditional Irish Christmaesal might consist of roasted turkey, potatoes, craynb
sauce, vegetables, and puddings with brandy sauce or fessh,dollowed by Christmas cake or mince pies
After evening meal on Christmas Eve, the kitchen tableagain set and on it were placed a loaf of bread fifled
with caraway seeds and raisins, a pitcher of milk aladge lit candle. The door to the house was left unlatcljie
so that Mary and Joseph, or any wandering traveler, ¢maldhelter.

Mistletoe
The Celts also believed that mistletoe possessedpeglalities and that if two enemies were to meet undej|it,
a brief truce would reign. This belief evolved into kigsunder the mistletoe during the Victorian era.

Christmas Trees

Christmas trees are decorated with tinsel and twighfiairy lights, and while some people put an angel on tqp
of the tree, others prefer a star. Nowadays in Irel@hdstmas trees and decorations go up as early agghe
week of December.

Santa Claus

Late on Christmas Eve, after everybody has gone ép stanta visits the children of Ireland. While they arg
tucked up in bed, he leaves gifts under Christmas treksliarChristmas stockings. In return, Santa gets a
carrot for Rudolph, a mince pie and a bottle of Guinness

Bad Luck

In Ireland all decorations are traditionally taken dawarLittle Christmas (January’and it is considered to
be bad luck to take them down beforehand.

And finally, don’t be shocked if you see people swimminth&icy cold water on Christmas Day — this has
become an annual event at many locations all overdimetiy, and it's all in the name of charity.

And to conclude Friends are those rare people who ask how we arexwéhit to hear the answer.
Well that’s all folks! Until the next time—despite thestof living, it still remains so popular!
“Keep the Christmas faith!”
Tom Quinn

11
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Irish Quilt Raffle!

IAS member Michelle Buchanan has graciously offered thys
beautiful hand-made quilt as a fund raiser for the 1AS.
Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5 and can be purchased at ¢
upcoming IAS event (such as the Christmas Party on
December 6. The winning ticket will be drawn at the
Christmas Party (and you need not be present to win).

The Irish Interest Group of the Albuquerque

Irish Interest G
'C(UOI:OQ(SCAVCRn@ ish Interest Group

where the Craic is I\ﬂlglﬁ’ttﬂ Genealogical Society meets on the third
= Wednesday of each month at 1:30-3:00 PM in
. the Special Collections Library, Botts Hall, Edi
and Central, Albuquerque. Programs include
Irish history, culture, and genealogy. All
meetings are free and open to the public.

Next [IG Meeting: December 18’

For more information, contact Elaine Armstronjj,
AGS lIrish Interest Group Coordinator, 836-7399
or absobluminlutely@yahoo.com

Albuguerque's only : \ Enjoy the best Fish and Chips this
authentic Irish pub side of the Pond, along with a
perfectly poured Guinness or
sample New Mexico's most
Friday and Saturdays until 12am [f extensive Scotch Whisky Selection.

Food Served Daily 11am-11pm

www.2foolstavern.com
(505) 265-7447 » 3211 Central Ave. N.E. in historic Nob Hill
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Culture All Around

Dance Classes:

& McTeggart Schoolrish Step Dancing Saturdays, 8 AM to 1 PM at the Lloyd Shaw" (»

Dance Center, 5506 Coal SE. Call 866-5867 for information d@rotis web site at

www.irishdancenm.org

& Tir Conalll Irish Dance AcademySaturdays at The Elite Dance Studio, 701 Osuna.

Call 379-3753 or visitvww.tirconaillacademy.confor further information.

8 Ceili dance classeare held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:00 PM, $2.00. pé&rierce necessary!
Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708.

& Scottish Country DancingFriday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Haltrieo 8" and Bellamah,
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call M&87-9039 for info.

Celtic Jam Session at Page One Bookstore (Juan Tabo and Montgomery):
Every Thursday, 6:45 to 8:45 PM. Admission free. Everyaugad! For info, contact Chuck Butler
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.cgm

Celtic Music at O'Niell’s:
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O’Nie#310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central &
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, vikttp://www.oniells.com/

Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern:

& Celtic jam on the ¥, 4"and %" Sundays of each month, from 11 AM to 2 PM. Two Foolsdatled at
3211 Central NEWyww.twofoolstavern-nm.conFor jam info, contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.cgm

&8 The Roger Landes ITM (Irish Traditional Music) Sessievery second Saturday of the month from 3:0(j|to
5:00 PM. Roger Landes hosts this relaxed, performancessg®on. Come on out and hear some high qugity
Irish traditional music!

8 For all the news about what’s going on at Two Fools, wisitv.2foolstavern.com/blagvhere you can
read their monthly newsletter.

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web

The Thistle and Shamrockprogram, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 Q.
FM, Mondays at 10:00 PM.

Celtic and Beyond with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 Pith \‘
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Wehbvat ktao.com)

Irish Music on the Web, All the Time

http://www.midwestirishradio.comMidwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedichbesh Radio service
available on the net.

Celtic ConnectionsFor general information about Celtic events goingromiad the West, visit
http://www.celticconnection.comFood, humor, books, sports, history and much more!
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic Musicians/Performers!

The Next Chapter
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety o Saoirse(“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”)
instruments, including vocals. Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat.
Contact: 10 (268-7303)
Emily Anslover
Young fiddle player Jamie Elizabeth Foster
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) Soprano available for all events. Contact Jamie at 504~
323-13009.

Brad Fitzgerald

Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) Irish DJ

Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music
Contact: Mike Foley 858-104Adlsod@aol.com

Three Leaf Shamrock

Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) Fonn Sona (“Happy Melody”)

Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc.
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421)

Shennanigans chuckjacobbutler@msn.com

Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of

instruments and vocals. Contact: Kathy Wimmer Rye Creek

(293-6403) Folk, Irish, western, and good old mountain music.
Contact: Ron Trellue (292-7369) or Terry Axline (293

Gerry Carthy 8924)taxline@cabg.gov.

Musician and singer from Ireland

Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers
Michele’s Harp

Blarneystone 765-1288 puchanan@cybermesa.cpm

Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music

Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867) Celtic Coyotes
Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and

Joe Brennan Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan

Highland bagpipes instruction and performance celticcoyotes@yahoo.co(@10-0583).
867-3628

Michael and Donna Coy
Mac-Tire of Skye Pipes and Drums Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, and
Pipe Major Suzanne “Aden” Lumb Traditional (296-2017)
Phone: (505) 977-0097
Email: desertpiper@yahoo.com Irish Musician/Instrument Repair

Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of guitaj|,
Colonel Craig Chamberlain bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer dulcimer,
“Tunes of Glory” for funerals and weddings, etc. mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keith Coleman,

Bagpipes (293-2962) keith@wckc.us

Dain Forsyth

Irish Traditional Music played on Irish Traditional
Instruments (Duets and Trios). Contact Dain:
dainlf@gmail.comor 505.604.1086 (before 8 p.m.)
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Calendar of Events

IAS/IHC Events

Date

What

December 6

IAS Christmas Part, 2:00 PM at the GAC. (See front page for details

January 8

IAS Monthly Meeting and Prograr, 7:00 at the GAC. Musical
performance of Irish songs by soprano Jamie Foster.

Celtic/GAC Events

December 1

Tuesday

Iri sh Christmas in America with Tea(, Kimo Theater, 7:30 PM.
Tickets $30 and $25, available at ticketmaster.com or the Kiox
office. For more info, contact Michelle Kjeldgaard, 505-28%0
(Michelle @keshetdance.org

December 12

Saturday

Traditional music seisun (sessio. Brickyard Pizza (2216 Central Ave
SE across from UNM), 1 to 4 PM . For more info, confladtn Conoboy
at jccon@swcp.com

The Ronald McDonald House
Fundraiser Project

We are still collecting thpull-tabs for the Ronald McDonald House here in
Albugquerque (managed by IAS member Sharon Nolen). THANK Y®Lbttie McDonald,
Bob and Vicki Bryers, Dennis and Rosalie Pfeiffer, Rog Jan Nielsen, and Pete and

Eunice Foley

Thanks also to the many anonymous donors who leave bagd-tdbs at the bar!

Christmas in China

Christians in China celebrate by lighting their housdh Weautiful paper lanterns
and decorating their Christmas trees, which they Gaélés of Light,” with paper
chains, paper flowers, and paper lanterns. Chinese Childrgmasiin stockings
and await a visit from Santa Claus, whom they call Bhe Lao Ren (dwyn-chuh
lau-oh-run) which means “Christmas Old Man.”

Since the vast majority of the Chinese people are nastimr, the main winter
festival in China the Chinese New Year which takes piaa@rd the end of
January. Now officially called the “Spring Festival,ista time when children
receive new clothing, eat luxurious meals, receive tog/®, and enjoy firecracker
displays. An important aspect of the New Year cel&mas the worship of
ancestors. Portraits and paintings of ancestors atghbt out and hung in the main room of the home.
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P.O. Box 13435

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87192-3435

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Membership Application/Renewal Form

Please check one: New Membership Application Renewal
If this is a renewal, has your contact informationnged? Yes No

Please make checks payable to

and mail to:
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435

Individual $20.00 Family

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone E-mall

Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronyjcall




