
  

 
 
                Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
    www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  

Next Event: Sunday, December 7th, 2 PM 
 
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July 
and August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-
American Club (GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 
 

IAS Annual Christmas Party! 
 
It’s that holly jolly time of year and once again the IAS will be hosting its annual Christmas Party at the 
GAC on Sunday, December 7th, from 2:00 to 6:00 PM.  
 
As usual, we will be conducting a Silent Auction. If you can donate an item (or two) for the auction, please 
bring your donations to the party or make arrangements to drop them off beforehand.  
 
If you’re in a baking frame of mind (and who isn’t this time of year?), we have two requests of you:  

1. Bring a potluck dish to share. (And be sure to mark your plates and utensils so we can get them back to 
you.) Coffee, tea, and a no-host bar will be provided.  

2. Bring a dessert of any kind (cake, pie, cookies, etc.) to donate to the Cake Walk Contest! (It’s also 
perfectly all right to bring store-bought goodies!) 

 
 We’re also planning some fun events during the afternoon: 

§§§§  A visit from Santa Claus! Please bring a wrapped (and labeled with 
the child’s name) present for each of your children for Santa to give to 
them personally. And don’t forget to bring your cameras! 

§§§§  Irish music (provided by Jim Brauer, DJ Extraordinaire!), ceili 
dancing with Norita, and more! 

 
Kate Nash, Christmas Party Chair (MARYKATE_NASH@msn.com or 615-7732) 
requests that you call her to let us know what you’ll be bringing and how many in 
your party and if you have any donations that need to be picked up. 
 

And in the IAS Spirit of Giving . . .  SANTA ASKS YOU TO BRING A  
NONPERISHABLE  FOOD ITEM FOR THE GIFT BOX FOR A NEE DY FAMILY! 

����������� �

DECEMBER 2008 505-821-5422 
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Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would you like to place an ad in the 
Irish Times newsletter? Business-card-
sized ads are a mere $5 a month. 
Larger-sized ads can be negotiated with 
the editor, Ellen Dowling 
(edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-

1700). You can also put a “click-through” ad on the 
web site of the IAS (www.irishamericansociety-
nm.com) at no extra charge. To put your ad online, 
contact Webmaster Ken Callahan 
(kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

VP-East Mike Briody 
michael.briody@lmco.com  

281-
6738 

VP-West Rose Marie Keating  
rkeating14@comcast.net  

352-
2195 

Treasurer Cathy Lybrand 
cathy.lybrand@qinetiq-na.com   

299-
0521 

Secretary Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

Board Fred McKenna 
FMcK460850@aol.com  

298-
4555 

Board Bob & Vikki Bryers 
TCCVRB@netzero.com   

792-
2026 

Past 
President 

Paul McDonough 
penthormul@aol.com  

 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

897-
9032 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@BasicISP.net  

881-
4847 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

President Malachy Mahon 
almal@cableone.net  

514-
9782 

Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.
com 

615-
7732 

Director Fred Kelly 
Bkelly9335@aol.com 

250-
0867 

Director Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Director Joe Joyce 771-
2131 

Director Darlene Rice 828-
2903 

Director Bill Nevins 
nevins_bill@yahoo.com   

 

The Irish-American Society is a non-
profit, non-political, and non-
sectarian organization devoted to 
furthering Irish-American relations 
through education, travel, recreation, 
charity, music, and dance.  
 
Membership is open to everyone and 
we encourage your support and 
participation. Dues are $20.00 for an 
individual and $25.00 for a family. 
For more information, please call 
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 
298-2708. 
 

Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
Heritage Center, Inc. Board of Directors 
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President’s Message 
Dear IAS Members, 
 
 Congratulations to our new Board elected by acclamation at the November 14th meeting. I would like to 
thank the current Board for their service to the club over the past year. Mike Briody, Rose Marie Keating, Cathy 
Lybrand, and myself as past president will continue on the 2009 Board. I believe our new officers and Board 
members, Kate Nash, Maureen Canavan, Suzanne Taichert, Natalie Sherman, and Jay Vandersloot will bring 
new energy and ideas to the Society. Welcome. 
 The Holy Water & Whiskey concert at the November meeting was fantastic. About 80 members and 
guests enjoyed the music and repartee. Kate Nash, our president elect, is organizing our Christmas Party to be 
held December 7th at 2 PM at the GAC. Details of the event are on the first page of this newsletter. Be sure to 
bring the children and grandchildren. I hope to see you there. 
 

Ken Callahan 

Céad Mile Fáilte 
 
A 100,000 welcomes to our newest members:  
 

§  Michael V. Bredemann §  Gary McGovney and daughter Margaret 
§  Elizabeth A. Burki §  Martin Miller 
§  Natasha Chavez and Kenneth Edwards & family §  Joseph Montano 
§  Hugh Kelly §  Phil Nevada 
§  Mike Schroeder §  Marvin Swiggum 
§  Reuben Thompson  
 
And welcome back to 
 

§  Todd Hulsey 
§  Maya Sutton 
§  Judi Vanatta 
 
As of November 20th, the Irish-American Society has 121 family members (times 2) and 127 single members. 
This is a total of 369 members. 
 
FYI: The new membership year begins on January 1, 2009. Many of you have already mailed your 2009 
renewal forms and checks to the IAS PO Box. Thanks! If your membership card(s) show 2009 on bottom right 
side, then you are good for the 2009 membership year. 
 
Please fill out renewal form in this December Irish Times issue and mail w/ check to PO BOX 13435, Abq 
87192-3435. I know, I know, Christmas is just around the corner. In past years, during IAS renewal time, I 
drove to the PO once a day - oh my! This year, I’m visualizing no parking at PO, long lines, grumpy people � ,   
but I’m still looking forward to a filled IAS PO Box!!!!! �   
 
If I don’t see you at the IAS Christmas Party: Happy Christmas and all the best for the coming New Year.                                   

Norita                                  
 noraabq@yahoo.com  

    298-2708 
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General Meeting of the Irish-American Society 
 November 14th, 2008 

 
President Ken Callahan called the meeting to order and welcomed new 
member Elizabeth Burkey. Reading the minutes is not necessary as these 
awesome notes are always in the wonderfully edited Irish Times. 
 Our treasury holds $5400 at the present time. The board voted to 
support the Road Runner food bank for the Thanksgiving season. The 
IAS is a charitable organization and helping others is our nature. 
 It was reported that the Celtic New Year’s Party, which was held 
jointly with the GAC, was lightly attended by the IAS members. [See 
picture of two unknown participants, at right.] Our net loss was 
approximately $90, after the band, the costume prizes and decorations, 
less the door income. [Editor’s note: Norita would like to thank all the 
folks who donated door prizes, and especially all who actually came!] 
 The GAC has made Thursdays available for an Irish music 
“seissiun,” every Thursday from 6:30 PM to 9:00. Everyone is 
encouraged to come enjoy the music and fellowship. 
 The IAS Christmas Party will be held Sunday, December 7th 
from 2-6 PM.  Kate Nash gave us an overview of the party. Everyone 
who desires to help, is to bring a Christmas decoration or item to be 
placed on the table for the raffle. People can buy tickets for the items 
and then place their ticket in the sack next to the item desired. The winning ticket will be drawn at the end of the 
party. This is a potluck, remember, and we will also have a “baked” goodies walk. You may remember it as a 
“cake” walk, but “goodies” of all kinds are accepted. Rather than making treat bags for the children, we ask that 
the children be included in the Spirit of Giving and bring a non perishable food item, which will be shared with 
the needy. Everyone bring their cameras. Santa will be available as always. 
 Mike Briody, VP East, is reviewing the IAS bylaws and will take any suggestions from the members. If 
you need a copy of the bylaws, he will get it to you, or you can just trust Mike.  
 The Irish Step dancers of NM sent a nice thank you note signed by all the dancers as we donated $1000 
toward their expenses to be used for registration fees at the November Regional Championships in Arizona. 

 Norita Callahan reported 121 family 
members times 2 and 124 single members for 
the total of 366 members. Remember, 2009 
dues are now due since our year starts in 
January. 
 As there were no nominations from the 
floor for 2009 board members (I thought we 
might have some people jumping up and down 
yelling “Choose me! Choose me!” but it didn’t 
happen), PJ moved we accept the new 
members of the board by acclamation. It was 
seconded and passed. Therefore we heartily 
welcome the new board members and know 

they will continue to lead us graciously: Pres. – Kate Nash, VP-West – Rose Marie Keating, VP-East – Mike 
Briody, Secretary – Maureen Canavan, Treasurer- Cathy Lybrand, Board at large (three) – Suzanne Taichert, 
Natalie Sherman, Jay Vandersloot. 
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 John Murray kindly adjourned our meeting. The snacks were stormed immediately, so we could all 
enjoy the delightful music of Holy Water & Whiskey. I think we have found the way to keep Norita in a chair, 
as this is one of her very favorite groups. We all did enjoy them immensely. Thanks, Norita. 
 I pass the quill to Maureen Canavan, knowing she will report the goings on at the Irish meetings with the 
same enjoyment I have had for the past few years. I look forward to reading someone else’s notes. �  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Shirley j Tomberlin, Secretary 
 

IAS Treasurer’s Report – October, 2008 
Cathy Lybrand, Treasurer 

Category  Income Category   Expenses 
Membership Dues 165.00 Donation to MotherRoad 

Theater 
100.00 

  Print Express    294.77 
  Hospitality 10.00 
  Halloween 63.50 
  Flowers 46.92 
  Honorarium  75.00 
  IAS Family Picnic 74.52 
    

Total Income 165.00 Total Expenses      664.71 

                  

 October 1 Beginning Balance 5907.56 

  Income  165.00 

  Expenses 664.71 

 October 31 Ending Balance 5407.85 

 

A Musical Tour of Ireland 
By IAS member and musician John Conoboy 

 
In 1972, my father, my brother Dick, and I visited 
Ireland. At the time, my great aunt Nora Duffy was still 
alive at 93 years old. We had little interest then in family 
history, but now it is 2008 and my brother Dick has been 
working on our family geneaology and I have developed 
a passion for Irish music. So we decided to go back so he 
could fill in some gaps in the family tree and I could get 
to some traditional sessions. In between, we managed to 
get in a bit of sightseeing and other touristy pursuits. 

John and other musicians at O’Donoghue’s Bar 
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 After a week in England, Dick meets me in Dublin on October 20. We are in time to enjoy a good part 
of one of the wettest years in history. That night we head to O’Donoghue’s Bar, which is legendary in Irish 
music as the pub where many great musicians got a start, including two seminal groups, the Dubliners and 
Sweeney’s Men. Pictures of musicians, most it seems with great beards, cover the walls. Honored to be here, I 
sit under a large picture of the late Ronnie Drew, and am warmly welcomed by the regulars. We spend a great 
night playing tunes, enjoying some songs, and downing pints—which for musicians are only 1½ euros. 

 The next day we get our rental car and 
drive to Galway [picture on left] with a stop in 
Kinnegad, known to me because of a great jig, 
The Kinnegad Slashers. I ask about the Slashers 
at a small petrol station and learn that they were 
the town Gaelic football team in the 30s and 40s. 
We spend the next seven nights at Glenariff, a 
nice B&B in Salthill, about a 20 minute walk to 
downtown Galway. 
 According to my Lonely Planet guide 
book, Galway is a city where you would not be 
surprised to find people speaking Irish. Unlike in 
1972, we see dual language signs everywhere. As 
we stroll around town, we suddenly hear folks 
definitely not speaking English. Indeed, what we 
hear is the sound of a new and renewed 
Ireland—the two gents are speaking Polish. We 

will meet many young folks working in Galway who are from Poland, Bulgaria and other eastern European 
countries. We dine at a Slavic restaurant. Our waitress is from Slovakia.  
 The next few days we spend in Connemara. We stop at Keane’s Bar in Maam for coffee and meet Mary 
Hopkins, who knows our cousins and a great deal about our family history. (There are few secrets in rural 
Ireland.) In Lenaun we go to Gaynor’s Bar for a bite and a pint. As we sit there talking to folks, my brother 
looks at the wall and sees a picture of our great grandfather, John Coyne, hanging there. The picture was used in 
a 1948 calendar, and they have a copy of the calendar cover framed. 
 The next day we sightsee out to Clifden through Letterfrack and stop back in Lenaun at Gaynor’s, where 
we meet Thomas Nee. He insists the picture on the wall was his grandfather Peter Coyne, John Coyne’s brother. 
We think he is wrong. My brother was told by 
Sister Gabrielle, a granddaughter of John 
Coyne, that the picture was her grandfather, 
whom she knew. Tom Nee is just a bit too 
young to have known his grandfather. Later 
our second cousin Pat Duffy tells us that his 
grandmother Nora, sister to our grandmother 
Brigid, had always said that the picture was 
her father (John Coyne) who always had a 
large beard as in the picture. Peter Coyne, 
Nora said, always was clean shaven.  
 Our cousin Patrick takes us to the site 
of the house where our grandmother was a 
child before she came over to the states in the 
late 1800s [see picture on right], the site of 
another house where our great grandfather 
lived, and the grave of our great grandfather 
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and great grandmother.  
 We head up into Co. Mayo to try to find a man named Michael Conaboy, with whom Dick had been in 
touch. On the way, up we stop at the ruins of the Ross Errilly Friary and briefly visit the town of Cong (of Quiet 
Man fame). It is raining heavily and the roads are flooding. At Mairie Luke’s Bar we find out where Michael 
lives, but he is not home. We will have to search out the Conoboy side of the family on another trip 
 The Crane Bar in Galway becomes my musical home. I play some tunes with Johnny O’Halloran, a 
great single row button accordion player one night and another with a fine fiddler, Paul Bradley. Best session is 
on Saturday night. They have an easy going session about 8 PM and then at 10 there is a faster session upstairs 
led  
by Michael Chang, a fiddler from Seattle. I sit next to a young fiddle player from Japan, who tells me she has 
been on holiday in Ireland for about one year. I stumble home around 1:30 AM. 

 On our last day in the west we drive down 
to County Clare along the coast past the Cliffs of 
Moher, to Miltown Malbay, a town famous for its 
Irish music. We stop off at Oranmore Castle and 
run into Alec Finn from the great Irish band De 
Dannan, whom I know from ZoukFest. [See 
picture on left.] 
 Back in Dublin for a couple of days to 
visit some museums, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and 
see the Book of Kells. Dick heads home and I 
drive down to Avoca in Co. Wicklow for a couple 
of nights to enjoy the beauty of the Wicklow 
Mountains National Park. It is wet and cold and 
there is even some snow on the higher peaks. I go 
to the Meeting of the Waters, which is more a 
“meeting of the tourists,” who arrive in a large 

bus at the same time I do. In spite of the many people, it is a magical site and it is no wonder that Thomas 
Moore was inspired to write his classic poem. I see a sign for Avondale, the birthplace of Charles Stuart Parnell, 
but it is closed for the season. 
 Searching for gifts to bring home, I stop at the Avoca Handweavers mill and store and meet Mick, who 
has been weaving there on a hand loom for over 30 years. Evenings I spend at Fitzgerald’s Pub, made famous 
by the BBC series Ballykissangel, but unlike Galway, the locals don’t seem as interested in talking to strangers. 
 I spend my last few nights in Dublin checking out historic sites and museums. My most emotional visit 
is Killmainham Jail, where I spend several hours taking the tour and reading almost everything in the museum 
exhibits. We go into the cell where Robert Emmet spent his last night and the yard where the 1916 rebels were 
executed.  
 Back at O’Donoghue’s, I play with some great musicians, including Joe Foley (who also makes great 
bouzoukis), and a fine mandola player and singer, Tom Walsh.  
 I spend the last night in a hotel near the airport watching reports about the election in the US. At 6 AM, I 
wake up and turn on the TV for the election results and head to the airport with a song from a recent youtube 
video playing in my head: “O’Leary, O’Reilly, O’Hare, and O’Hara, there’s no one as Irish as Barack 
O’Bama.” I was an O’Bama supporter so it was a great ending for a trip to Ireland. Plenty of time on the long 
flight home to think back on the great time I just had and start planning for a return. Lots more to see and many, 
many more tunes to play. 
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CELTIC CHRISTMAS CONCERT SCHEDULE  
The Next Chapter welcomes back World-Class Irish Step Dancers Kim and Jenny Coleman, teen group 
JUBALation , bagpiper Dominique Coffing, and actress/musician Kathy Wimmer in the 2008 Celtic 
Christmas Cast. Special guest this year is Hillbilly Cellist, Ben Prior. The dates for the Concerts are listed 
below. You should note that the December 17th Concert at Calvary Chapel is during their regular Wednesday 
night service and will be a shorter version of the program with a few other additions as well. The complete 2008 
Celtic Christmas program will be presented at the Dec. 7th, Dec. 14th, Dec. 20th, and Dec. 21st Concerts.  
 
Sunday,  December 7th, Christ Community Fellowship Church, 6:30PM; 5908 Anaheim NE;  797-3825; 
http://ccfabq.net/  
Directions: From the corner of Paseo del Norte and San Pedro head north on San Pedro. Turn left on Anaheim 
and then left into the parking lot. See here for a map: http://ccfabq.net/map.html 
 
Sunday,  December 14th, Heights Christian Church, 6:30PM; 6935 Comanche Rd NE; 881-9889; 
 http://heightschristian.org/index.shtml 
Directions: On the northwest corner of Louisiana and Comanche. 
 
Wednesday, December 17th, Calvary Chapel 6:30PM (an abbreviated program within the Wednesday 
Night Church Service); 4001 Osuna; Located on the right hand side of Osuna just west of Jefferson. 344-0880; 
 http://www.calvaryabq.org/ 
 
Saturday, December 20th, St. Stephen’s 
United Methodist Church; 7 PM;  4601 
Juan Tabo NE, Albuquerque, NM 87111. On 
the northwest corner of Lagrima de Oro and 
Juan Tabo, just north of Montgomery 
Boulevard, one block north of Flying Star; 
293-9673; http://www.ssumc.com/ 
 
Sunday,  December 21st, Faith Lutheran 
Church, 6:30 PM; 10000 Spain Rd. NE; 296-
0762;  http://www.faithabq.org/   
Directions: Located on Spain east of Eubank. 
See here for a map: 
http://www.faithabq.org/directions-church 
 
Wednesday, December 24th, Hope 
Evangelical Free Church (This is not a 
Celtic Christmas Concert. The Next 
Chapter has been invited to help lead the 
Christmas Eve Service at Hope Evangelical 
Free Church). 4 PM; 4710 Juan Tabo; 292-
5444; On Juan Tabo 1/2 mile north of 
Montgomery SE corner of Juan Tabo and 
Manitoba; 
http://www.hopeevfree.org/index.htm 
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The Reel Thing 
By Tom Quinn (The Dancer) 

Céad mile fàilte from Dundalk!  
 

Nollaig Shona Dhuit  
 
In Irish (or Gaelic) Christmas is Nollaig, Santa Claus is known as San Nioclás (Saint Nicholas) or Daidí na 
Nollag (Father Christmas) and Happy/Merry Christmas is Nollaig Shona Dhuit.     
  

News and Notes from Ireland 
A French-designed Christmas tree lighting up Dublin’s O’Connell Street this year will offer a beacon of hope 
amid the recession. The 60-foot structure, which weighs five tons and is composed of 100,000 bulbs of different 
sizes, will replace the traditional natural evergreen. The hi-tech tree will arrive by boat to Dublin Port and it will 
take three days to be put up at a site opposite the General Post Office. The energy-efficient installation was 
designed by the French family firm Blachere, which has also created the lighting for the Eiffel Tower and the 
Principality of Monaco. The new LED Christmas tree is funded by the Dublin City Business Improvement 
District (BID) in partnership with Dublin City Council and Dublin City Business Association. The lighting up 
ceremony will take place on November 9. The 2B Light Company, which is responsible for bringing the tree 
into Ireland, said it hopes the tree will capture the magic of Christmas in the city centre. 
  A revolutionary new harbour, costing €14M, has been completed 
on one of the Aran Islands. The development on Inis Meain off Co. Clare 
used thousands of giant X-shaped concrete blocks which were cast from 
moulds by islanders. The environmentally-sustainable harbour will 
improve local transport access as well as promote business and tourism 
links. The €14M price tag for Ce an Chalaidh Mhoir included dredging, 
the construction of a pier and breakwater, and parking facilities. The 
island has a population of 200 people, mostly involved in the agriculture, 
fishing and tourism industries. The construction of a major new pier on 
Inis Mor is also due to be completed soon.  
 A controversial plan to build an 83-bed hotel and office blocks on a convent site near the Rock of Cashel 
has been refused planning permission. The Presentation Sisters sold two acres of land to the town council in 
2001 believing that it would be used for a park. The council, which disputes this claim, later sold the property, 
at St Francis Abbey on Friar Street, to a developer for a profit of nearly €1.5M. In its ruling, An Bord Pleanála 
cited three reasons for refusing planning and insisted the proposed hotel was an inappropriate type and form of 
development which would hamper views from the famous tourist attraction, the Rock of Cashel. Bord Pleanála 
members also claimed the office block and the adjoining car park would interfere with the medieval town 
defences of Cashel. The controversial Presentation Sisters’ land contains a stone wall and mature beech, lime, 
oak, chestnut, sycamore and weeping ash trees. The site also includes former tennis courts, a camogie field, and 
a nuns’ graveyard. 
 In an unusually bold show of action by an Irish government, Ireland became the first country in the 
world to have all of its citizens’ bank deposits guaranteed by the government. Bank officials had been in crisis 
talks with officials from the Department of Finance about the possibility of an Irish bank collapse. The 
guarantee had the short-term effect of preventing an old-fashioned “run” on any of the banks, but it did little to 
reduce negative sentiment about an Irish bank collapse. Despite continued statements from both the banks and 
the Irish financial regulator that the Irish banks are very well capitalized, there are still fears that the acquisition 
of a direct capital stake in any or several of the main Irish banks by the government is still on the cards. The 
unprecedented decision by the Irish government was greeted with disdain by some of its fellow EU partners. 
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The UK was particularly miffed that deposits from some of their banks were now flooding into Irish banks, 
basking in their newly “guaranteed” status. Despite the fact that the bank guarantee was quickly copied by 
dozens of other countries around the world, the current President of the EU was barely able to contain his 
dismay at the “problematic” Irish. He promised that the EU would “work on a road map to see how we can deal 
with the Irish problem.” Such rhetoric is only likely to fuel anti-EU sentiment in Ireland, which has been 
gathering pace since the rejection of the Lisbon Treaty. The utter disrespect shown by the majority of EU 
leaders for the Irish vote is unlikely to be forgotten should the beleaguered Irish government attempt a second 
Lisbon referendum. 
  The design of the first 
bridge across the border between the 
Republic and the North was revealed. 
The 280-metre-long cable-stayed 
bridge will link Narrow Water near 
Warrenpoint in Co. Down with 
Cornamucklagh in Omeath, Co. Louth. 
The bridge has a tower at each end. 
The higher 100-metre-tall one is on the 
southern side, which will have the Cooley and Mourne mountains as a backdrop, while the lower tower at 30 
metres will be on the northern end and will compliment the Drumlin topography there. Tony Dempsey, a 
consulting engineer, said it was designed as a “tourist bridge” and cyclists, pedestrians, cars and coaches can 
use it, but heavy-goods vehicles will be discouraged. A section of the bridge closest to Narrow Water will lift to 
let boats, including tall ships and other water traffic, pass by. It will span the Clanrye River as it prepares to 
flow into Carlingford Lough.  
 

Old Irish Christmas Customs 
 
For Irish Catholics, Christmas lasts from Christmas Eve to the feast of the Epiphany on January 6th, which some 
Irish people call “Little Christmas.” In some Irish houses (although now not many), people put a tall, thick 
candle on the sill of the largest window after sunset on Christmas Eve. The candle is left to burn all night and 
represents a welcoming light for Mary and Joseph. 
 In bygone years festivities began on Christmas Eve. Christmas decorations wouldn’t be put up until 
Christmas Eve, while mistletoe, according to custom, wouldn’t be brought inside until New Year’s Eve. In 19th  
Century Ireland, Christmas cakes were usually eaten on Christmas Eve. It was most unlucky to cut the cake 
before this time and a portion was preserved uneaten until Christmas Day. In the 18th and 19th centuries the 
Christmas pudding had to be stirred in a east to west direction by every member of the household, even babies, 
to ensure that the luck of the household would prosper. Those who stir the pudding should make a wish, but 
keep it a secret if they really want it to come true. A silver coin should always be stirred into the mixture, which 
will bestow luck upon the finder; a ring, which hastens a wedding; and finally a thimble for prosperity. Any girl 
who didn’t stir the Christmas pudding should forget her chances of being married in the coming year. Christmas 
Eve was a time when young girls were advised they could see their future partners. All they had to do was walk 
backwards towards a pear tree, then walk around it nine times. 
 The doors of the house were opened at midnight to let out any evil spirits and this would guarantee good 
fortune for the family for another year. Fairies held their celebrations in Christ’s honour at midnight and the 
farm animals knelt in homage. It was said they were briefly blessed with the power of speech at this time, 
though it was fatal for a human to over hear what they said. 
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The Music Rack 
 
ARMAGH PIPERS CLUB 40th Anniversary Album   

 Anyone who denies the concept of parallel universes should take a trip to Armagh. 
On a summer weekend on the Mall you can hear the sound of cricket ball on willow bat as 
the cathedral bells chime for evensong; the cars passing by have the saffron colours of the 
county GAA team. And there is the storehouse of music called the Armagh Pipers Club, 
which has survived and prospered through decades of civil conflict, and has kept alive 
traditions going all the way back to Queen Maeve in nearby Emhain Macha and the stories 
of the Red Branch Knights. So what we have here is a mighty monument to the survival of 
the music and to the dedication of players and teachers.  

 Armagh has two core values with the music: first, no competitions. The teachers foster a nurturing 
environment based on cooperation, and as anyone involved in teaching knows, one of the worst dangers to be 
avoided is the Seething and Ambitious Parent. Second, there is a large emphasis on memory. Even before they 
get their paws on an instrument, the children must learn a song by heart. It’s an essential part of the training. 
Fintan Vallely contributes a closely argued 14-page essay in the liner notes; Vallely’s involvement in the music 
and collecting goes back well over a century. There are lovely pieces and songs here from all generations and 
there are 12 groups named. But the sleeve (printed in the saffron of Armagh rather than the Orange of a certain 
ould flute) is very difficult to read, and I can’t discern the names of performers, who must include some big 
names of tomorrow. And I’d love the words of the songs, especially the ones in Irish. There are great local 
songs like The Lurgan Hare, and The Mountain Streams Where the Moorcocks Crow. A lovely harp solo too on 
The Wild Geese (Limerick’s Lamentation). You can’t exaggerate the influence of the pipers’ club in fostering 
the Irish language either. And even at the height of the Troubles there were folks prepared to drive from Derry 
and Donegal on winter nights because they believed in the music and community. Congratulations all round 

 
Sing an Irish Christmas Song 

 
Wrenboys (Irish: Lucht an dreoilín) are mummers who celebrate the Wren (also pronounced the Wran) in 
various parts of Ireland on St. Stephen’s Day (December 26) by dressing up in straw masks and colourful 
clothing. They are usually traditional musicians, singers and dancers, and they parade through the towns and 
villages. The tradition also exists (or existed) in various parts of Britain, especially Wales. 
 Some people theorize that the Wren celebration descended from Celtic mythology. Sources suggest that 
Druids apparently studied the flight of the wren, amongst other birds, to derive predictions about the future. It 
may also have been introduced or influenced by Scandinavian settlers during the Viking invasions of the 8th 
through 10th centuries. Various associated legends exist, such as the wren being responsible for betraying Irish 
soldiers who fought the Viking invaders in the late first and early second millennia, and for betraying the 
Christian martyr Saint Stephen, after whom the day is named. This mythological association with treachery is a 
probable reason why in past times the bird was hunted by Wrenboys on St. Stephen’s Day. A captured wren 
was killed and tied to the Wrenboy leader’s staff pole. Wrenboys no longer practice this aspect of the Wren, 
although the event is still referred to as “Hunting the Wren.” Devoted Wrenboys, with their colourful straw 
costumes and masks, continue to ensure that the Gaelic tradition of celebrating the Wren continues to this day.  
 The rhyme that is often used is: “The wren, the wren, the king of all birds/On St. Stephen’s day was 
caught in the furze.” People also ask for money “for the starving wren”!  
 The wren is one of the smallest birds in Ireland, but it has a very loud song and is sometimes called the 
‘king of all birds.” According to an old legend, all the birds assembled to elect a king. It was agreed that the one 
who could fly the highest would be the winner. (The bat was the only bird that did not partake and ever since to 
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e his shame only comes out at night!) The eagle, being the strongest, soared above the rest and was confident of 
victory. However, the wily wren had hitched a ride under the eagle’s feathers and when the eagle tired and 
could go no higher the wren emerged and went on to victory!  Because of the nature of his victory the wren has 
always been held in some odium by his fellow birds and humans. 

 
 
 
 

The Bookshelf 
 

Telling , by Evelyn Conlon  

Evelyn Conlon is a skilled literary writer. Telling is an excellent collection, comprising 
nine new and ten old stories. I love her spare style, her humour, and her ease and 
economy with language. 
 With most of the stories set in and around Dublin, Conlon addresses big issues in 
society. She writes frequently and with condemnation about the church, and its 
oppression of women. Sexual relationships, particularly unsatisfactory ones, are 

delicately handled, and she writes well about groups of friends, and their attempts to hang on to their collective 
past. But her talent lies in her ability to sum up a character, an emotion, or an insight in a line. In all an 
enjoyable, well crafted collection.  

 

 
No Contest! 

 
Last month’s Competition Winner: Keith Coleman. (Prize is on its way—Congratulations!)  
Sorry, no competition this month. I will start again next year.  
 

And in conclusion . . .  
 
Remember the old Irish saying this 
Christmas: “Bricks and mortar make a 
house, but the laughter of children makes a 
home.” 
 
Well that’s all folks, wishing one and all a 
very happy and enjoyable Christmas. Until 
the next time, “Keep the faith!” 

--Tom Quinn 

A Christmas Toast:  
Here’s to being single . . . drinking doubles . . . and seeing triple! 

And now for something completely different:  
 
Paddy was directing his first play and was not satisfied with the hero’s dying scene. “Come on,” he cried. 
“Put more life into your dying.” 
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Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
§§§§  McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 10 AM – noon. Call 866-5867. 
§§§§  Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:30 PM, $2.00. No 
experience necessary! Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708.  

 
 
 
 
 

§  Celtic de Santa Fe School of Irish Dancing. Classes in Santa Fe and Los Alamos. CRN curriculum. Ages 3 
and up. Email: cdsf@mac.com or call 505-984-1139.  Website: www.celticdestantafe.com 
§§§§  Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 

 
Celtic Jam Session at the German-American Club: 
Every Thursday, 6:30 to 9 PM. Admission free. Everyone invited! (But be sure to have your IAS membership 
card with you, especially if you bring a guest.) For info, contact Chuck Butler (chuckjacobbutler@msn.com)  
 
Celtic Music at O’Niell’s: 
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O’Niell’s, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central & 
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
Celtic jam on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of each month, from 3:00 to 6:00 PM. Two Fools is located at 3211 
Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com). For all the news about what’s going on at Two Fools, visit 
www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can read their monthly newsletter. 
 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web 
�  The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Sundays at 9:00 PM. 
 
�  Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 
 
�  Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/  Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated Irish Radio service 
available on the net.   
 
Celtic Connections: For general information about Celtic events going on around the West, visit 
http://www.celticconnection.com/. Food, humor, books, sports, history and much more!  

��������	�
�������� �
 (friendly gatherings with live music and dance)  

will be held on the first Wednesday of each month. 
(See the calendar on p.15 for details.) 
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic 
Musicians/Performers! 

 
Canterbury Harps 
Play a variety of Celtic and Renaissance music, in 
costume if requested.  
Contact: Laura Hughes 296-8940 
 
The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety 
of instruments, including vocals. 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals 
Contact: Kathy Wimmer (293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
Blarneystone 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867) 
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 
 
Irish Musician/Instrument Repair 
Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of 
guitar, bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer 

dulcimer, mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keith 
Coleman, keith@wckc.us  
 
Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
“Tunes of Glory” for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 
Saoirse (“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”) 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Jamie Elizabeth Foster 
Soprano available for all events. Contact Jamie at 
505-323-1309. 
 
Irish DJ 
Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music 
Contact: Mike Foley 858-1047 (Aulsod@aol.com) 
 
Fonn Sona (“Happy Melody”) 
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
McTeggart Irish Step Dancers 
Contact: Beverly Coleman 866-5867  
revalanc@aol.com 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Michele’s Harp  
765-1288 (buchanan@cybermesa.com) 
 
Celtic Coyotes 
Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, 
and Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan 
celticcoyotes@yahoo.com (710-0583). 
 
Michael and Donna Coy 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, and 
Traditional (296-2017) 
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Calendar of Events 
 

IAS/IHC Events 
Date Day What 

December 2 Tuesday IAS Board Meeting, 7 PM at the GAC. All members invited to attend. 
December 7 Sunday IAS Annual Christmas Party at the GAC, 2 to 6 PM. (See p. 1 for 

details.) 
January 9 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7PM at the GAC. Program to be 

announced. 
 

Celtic/GAC Events 
Ongoing Thursdays Seissun (Irish music jam), every Thursday night at the GAC, 6:30 to 9:00 

PM. Free admission, all musicians invited to sit in. 
December 3 Wednesday Mini Ceili  at the GAC, 7:30 PM, with live music (Five Bucks a Month 

band). Cost is $3 per person. For info, contact Norita (298-2708 
noraabq@yahoo.com). 

December 13 Saturday Advanced Beginner & Intermediate Level Bodhrán Workshop, from 
12:00 noon to 2:30 PM at Apple Mountain Music.  

January – 
February, 2009 

 Maura O’Connell joins the Irish Festival Cruise along with Johnny   
McEvoy, Cherish the Ladies, Tommy Sands, The Matt Cunningham 
Band,  Don Stiffe  and more! January 31st-February 7th, 2009 aboard 
Celebrity’s Summit, departing from San Juan and calling on St. Maarten, 
Dominica, Grenada, Bonaire, Aruba! Details: 
http://www.irishtours.com/Cruise.html 

 
The Ronald McDonald House Fundraiser 

Project 
  
 We are still collecting the pull-tabs for 
the Ronald McDonald House here in 
Albuquerque (managed by IAS member 
Sharon Nolen). 
 IAS members, please save the pull-tabs 
(any aluminum pull-tabs, from soup, cat/dog 
food,etc.) and bring them to meetings in a baggie 
or grocery bag. I’ll take them to the collection 
area. 
 Thanks to Dennis & Rosalie Pfeiffer, Paulette Baros, 
Robert Newman, Mel & Becky McNeely, and to Dee, Caroline, 
Barbara, Jan, Eunice et al for their donations.  

     Norita  


������������
�
������������
�
������������
�
������������
�  
 

Learning begins on an instrument 
called a chanter, which is available on 
loan at no cost. “No need to purchase 
anything until you know you are 
committed enough to stick with it,” 
says the instructor. 
 
When: Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. 
Where: Cross of Hope Church, 6104 
Taylor Ranch Rd. 
Cost: Lessons are free. 
More Info:  Email Shirley Tomberlin 
(shiradon@msn.com)  
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                       P.O. Box 13435 
   Albuquerque, New Mexico  87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed?  Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to �����������������
��������   

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


