
  

 
 
        Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
  www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  

Next Event: Friday, April 9 th, 7:00 PM 
 
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July and 
August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-American Club 
(GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 

 

The Irish and the Scots, Kissing Cousins? 
 
Our speaker for our April meeting will be IAS (and St. Andrew Scottish 
Society) member Tom MacMahon. His talk will touch on a variety of topics 
concerning the similarities and differences between Scottish and Irish folk, 
culture, points-of-view and modern manifestations. He will also touch upon 
the ethnic and genetic bases of the two groups including how closely related 
they are to each other as well as common history and cultural structures. 
 
According to Tom: “We will peer into the distant past to see from where these 
groups came and how they ended up at the extreme margins of Europe. We 
will also examine how each group was influenced differently in their relationships with their English neighbors 
and the influence of the Protestant Reformation on relations within the family of Celts. We will examine the 
shared mythology of the Celtic peoples as well as the musical traditions common to both. Finally we will have a 
quick peek at their respective impacts on North America. All of this will be jammed into 45 minutes so hold on 
to your hats! There may be time for a few questions and answer depending upon the indulgence of the IAS 
powers that be.” 
 
Tom MacMahon can honestly claim to straddle both Irish and Scots cultural landscapes. As mythology tells it, 
his ancestor, one Cormac MacMathain, departed County Clare chasing after some Vikings and by chance 
slammed into Scotland where he took a fancy to the local female pulchritude and stayed to establish a whole 
new clan. In addition, his maternal grandfather claimed descent from Rob Roy MacGregor of highland fame 
and like most people of Scottish heritage, Tom can proudly say that most of his rebellious antecedents ended up 
either hanged or in jail awaiting execution for numerous outrages against the crown. 
 
Tom has spent the last 45 years studying the many, complex and convoluted aspects of the Pan-Gaelic reality 
which gave birth to modern day Ireland and Scotland. 
 

We hope to see you there and we hope you will bring a sweet or salty snack to share!

����������� �

APRIL 2010 



Irish Times       APR 2010 
 

 2 

Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 

Irish Interest Group 
 
The Irish Interest Group of the Albuquerque Genealogical 
Society will suspend activities indefinitely (due to the 
renovation of Botts Hall). Coordinator Elaine Armstrong 
is looking for suggestions for meeting places (and for 
someone to take on the coordinator’s responsibilities). If 
you have suggestions or want to get involved in the 
group, contact Elaine Armstrong, AGS Irish Interest 
Group Coordinator, at 836-7359 or 
absobluminlutely@yahoo.com . 

 
 

 
Would you like to place an ad in the Irish 
Times newsletter?  
 
Business-card-sized ads are a mere $5 a month. 
Larger-sized ads can be negotiated with the editor, 
Ellen Dowling (edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-
1700). You can also put a “click-through” ad on the 
web site of the IAS (www.irishamericansociety-
nm.com) at no extra charge. To put your ad online, 
contact Webmaster Ken Callahan 
(kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Jay Vandersloot 
JayVandersloot@yahoo.com 

362-
1733 

VP-East Mike Briody 
michaelbriody@ymail.com  

281-
6738 

VP-West Gerry Muisener 
celticman58@hotmail.com 

833-
3456 

Treasurer Rose Marie Keating  
rkeating14@comcast.net 

352-
2195 

Secretary Karen Tengwald 
Tengwald@comcast.net 

293-
9618 

Board Edie Henderson 
Edieboo@comcast.net 

798-
9422 

Board Maureen Canavan 
MaureenCanavan@yahoo.com 

872-
0528 

Board Richard & Sharon Finkle 
SFFinkle@qmail.com   

877-
4337 

Past 
President 

Kate Nash 
MaryKate_Nash@msn.com 

615-
7732 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

897-
9032 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@BasicISP.net  

881-
4847 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

Entertainment Suzanne Taichert 
susawin@mac.com 

823-
4788 

Audio 
Services 

Jim Brauer 
jim.brauer@wilsonco.com 

352-
2195 

The Irish-American Society is a non-profit, non-
political, and non-sectarian organization devoted 
to furthering Irish-American relations through 
education, travel, recreation, charity, music, and 
dance.  
 
Membership is open to everyone and we 
encourage your support and participation. Dues 
are $20.00 for an individual and $25.00 for a 
family. For more information, please call 
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 298-2708. 
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President’s Message 
 
Dear IAS Members: 

 Everyone seems to have had a great time 
at our St. Paddy’s Day Party.  We received a 
number of comments and all of them quite 
positive. It took a lot of work from many 
members—Suzanne Taichert (party chair), Ellen 
Dowling, Norita Callahan, Lottie McDonald (who 
worked so hard managing the potluck), Mike 
Briody, Carol Carell, Edie Henderson, Sharon and 
Richard Finkle, David Barnaby, and Natalie 
Sherman (just to name a few), along with a 
number of others working behind the scene. As 
always, I never cease to appreciate all the work 
everyone does. [And a very special thank you to 
all who contributed baked goods to the 
Cakewalk!] 
 Speaking of work, a number of you have 
asked why there was no St. Patrick’s Weekend 
Parade this year. Yes, work—it takes quite a bit of 
coordinating and arranging to put the parade 
together. Jerry Scoggins, the person who had been 
setting it up for the last 10-15 years has 
discontinued doing so. No one stepped forward to 
work on the parade for this year, and so it didn’t 
happen. If any of you think you might like to 
work on this for next year we would be elated. If so, let us know soon, so you will have plenty of time to find 
out what needs to be done to make it happen, and to pull it all together. 
 Moving on, our next big event (not counting our April meeting) is the Celtic Festival Kickoff Party on 
May 14th and the Celtic Festival itself on May 15th and 16th. We look forward to seeing all of you there. If you 
will permit us to twist your arm, we will once again need your help working the IAS booth at the Festival, even 

if only for a short while on one of those days. We also need help in the 
planning stage. Whatever you feel you are comfortable doing, let me or 
one of the other Board members know as soon as possible. (See list of 
contact information on page 2 of this newsletter). Use your 
imagination—whatever your talents, we can probably put them to use, 
even transporting some tables and chairs to and from the Celtic Festival 
for us. The more people we have helping, the lighter the load on all of us. 
 Events in September: For those who plan to go to the Estes Park 
Celtic Festival, it’s on the second weekend in September. And the Thistle 
Society usually plans its Celt for the Hungry fundraiser for the last 
Saturday in September—this year it will probably be in Santa Fe.  So, 
September should be a busy month for many of us. 

Until next month, 
Jay Vandersloot 

 

IAS President Jay Vandersloot at the 
(where else?) 2010 St. Patrick’s Day Party. 
(Other photos scattered throughout.) 
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Céad Mile Fáilte 
 
A 100,000 welcomes to our newest members: 
The Anslover Family: Frank, Lorraine, Emily, 
John & Jamie; Janie Bishop; Randy & Katy 
Clark; Steve & Cathleene Hildebrandt; Tom 
MacMahon and Shelley Lebeck; Eamonn & 
Valerie McCormick; Patrice & John Smith. And 
welcome back to Brad & Barbara FitzGerald! 
 
As of March 22nd, the IAS membership is as 
follows: 110 family members (times 2) and 112 
single members. This is a total of 332 members 
for the 2010 membership year. 

Norita Callahan                  
 noraabq@yahoo.com (298-2708) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The place to find a variety of 
Celtic items: 

 jewelry, wall hangings, books 
to loan, and more! 

Professional §  Reliable §  Neat §  Fair Prices 
Call Dennis: 892-6446 or 350-1242 

Bonded NM 358332  §   In business since 1992 
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IAS Treasurer’s Report    
February 2010 

  

  
Rose Marie Keating, Treasurer 

  
Category Income Category Expenses 

Membership  $910.00 Membership supplies $10.50 
   Flag pole expense $109.49 

50:50 raffle $36.00 Feb Meeting honorarium(womenfolk) $50.00 
   Print Express Feb newsletter $305.46 
      
Sum $946.00 Sum $475.45 
      
   Gross margin for Feb $470.55 
        
Beginning Balance   $7,120.63 
   Plus income $946.00 
   Subtotal $8,066.63 
      
   Less expenses $475.45 
    $7,591.18 
       
   Less reserve for payments not tendered      $300.00 
      
Ending Balance   $7,291.18 
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Paul’s Irish Cooking Corner 
By Paul McDonough 

This month’s featured recipe: CORNED BEEF AND CABBAGE! 
  
HISTORY: Ireland, until recently, was the leading beef exporter in 
Europe. Cattlemen would raise some anima ls for selling and some 
for dairy needs. Beef that was consumed in the home came primarily 
from dairy cows past the age of breeding. This meat was tough and 
needed to be tenderized. Saltpeter brine with peppercorns was used 
to do this job. Hence the use of the term “corned beef” and the 
reason for its unique flavor. 
 
COOKING: In her cookbooks, Biddy White Lennon has some 
instructions that I have incorporated into my recipe. I will give her 
credit for those suggestions. 
 
INGREDIENTS: 3 lbs corned beef 
      1 lb peeled mini-carrots 
      1 large potato, washed and cubed 
      1 onion, about the size of your fist, chopped 
      1 head of cabbage, cored and sliced into 1-inch wedges 
      1 bottle (12 oz.) of Guinness 
      1 bottle (12 oz.) of Harp Lager 
      1 gallon apple cider (“unsweetened, unfiltered, no preservatives”-Biddy) 
       
INSTRUCTIONS: Soak the corned beef in several changes of water for 24 hours before cooking to remove a lot 
of the saltpeter brine. (Biddy) 
 Place the slowest-cooking ingredients in a 2-gallon or larger stockpot first. So, in order, corned beef, 
carrots, onion, potato, and cabbage. 
 Pour in the Guinness and the Harp. Next, fill the pot with apple cider (Biddy) to just cover the cabbage 
on top. Bring the pot to boil on top of the stove and place a cover on it. Then, transfer it to the oven, heated to 

300 degrees (Biddy). 
 Cooking time is 40 to 60 minutes per 
pound of corned beef (Biddy). I suggest the 60 
minutes. Check the fluid level each hour. Add 
more cider or water (if you run out of cider), to 
keep the cabbage covered. 
 When done, transfer the veggies to a large 
baking dish, pour some of the cooking juices into 
the dish to cover the veggies and return to the 
oven on Warm. Remove the beef and let cool for 
15 to 20 minutes (or longer) before cutting. Place 
the slices of corned beef across the top of the 
veggies. 
 Keep warm if serving right away, or let 
cool, cover with foil and refrigerate if serving 
later. 

     ENJOY ! 
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The Reel Thing by The Dancer 
  

Cead mile failte from Dundalk! 
 
 

Irish VCs 
 

Both Catholic and Protestant officers and servicemen born in Ireland 
served alongside each other in the British Military. During the previous 
two centuries they had a common military background, and irrespective of class or creed many 
were decorated with the British highest award for valour, the Victoria Cross. 30 Irish VC 
recipients received awards in the Crimean war, 52 Irish VCs in the Indian Mutiny, 46 in 
numerous other British Empire campaigns between 1857 - 1914, 37 in the First World War and 
eight Irishmen received VC awards for valour in the Second World War. It was awarded to 
members of the British Armed Forces, which included Irish service personnel until 1922.  

  
Major General Sir Luke O’Connor was born in Hillstreet, County Roscommon, in 1832. 
O’Connor joined the army in 1847 and his uncle, himself an ex-army surgeon, helped enlist 
him in the Royal Welsh Fusiliers. From the beginning, he was recognised as a good soldier 
and prior to the Crimean War, he had reached the rank of Colour Sergeant (1850).  
 On September 24th, 1845, ten days after his arrival with his regiment in the Crimean 
at the battle of Alma, a young Lieutenant Anstruther fell mortally wounded while carrying 
the regimental colours. Sgt. O’Connor, although wounded in the chest himself, grabbed the 
colours, raced to the head of the regiment and planted the colours on the redoubt before the 
enemy, who were near at hand, could realise their perilous position. The effect on the rest of the battalion was 
instantaneous. The Welsh Fusiliers saw the heroism of Sgt. O’Connor and pressed onward to his support. The 
Bayonet attack on the enemy position was successful. A year later, wounded in both thighs, Sgt. O’Connor 
showed remarkable gallantry and was later awarded a commission. He went on to serve bravely during the war 
and was involved in the attack on the Redan and the Quarries. He was also present at the fall of Sevastopol in 
the Indian mutiny of 1857. He was with the Welsh Fusiliers in 1858 at the relief and capture of Lucknow and 
the defeat of the Gwalior contingent of Cawnpore. He became the first soldier to win the Victoria Cross and was 
presented with his medal by Queen Victoria in Hyde Park on June 26th, 1857.  
   

Charles Davis Lucas was born on 19 February 1834 in Druminargal House, Poyntzpass, son of 
David and Elizabeth (Hill) Lucas. He enlisted in the navy at age 13 and by 18 had seen active 
service in the Burma War of 1852-53, being awarded the India Medal.  
 He was 20 years old, and a mate in the Royal Navy during the Crimean War when the 
following deed took place for which he was awarded the VC. On 21 June 1854 in the Baltic, HMS 
Hecla, with two other ships, was bombarding Bomarsund, a fort in the Åland Islands off of 
Finland. The fire was returned from the shore, and at the height of the action a live shell landed on 

Hecla’s upper deck, with its fuse still hissing. All hands were ordered to fling themselves flat on the deck, but 
Lucas ran forward and hurled the shell into the sea, where it exploded with a tremendous roar before it hit the 
water. Thanks to Lucas’ action no one was killed or seriously wounded and he was immediately promoted to 
lieutenant by his commanding officer. He was later promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral in command of HMS 
Indus before retiring from the service. 
James William Adams (24 November 1839 – 24 October 1903) was born in Cork and was the first clergyman to 
be awarded the VC and one of only five civilians. 
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 Reverend James William Adams was 40 years old, and a chaplain in the Bengal 
Ecclesiastical Department (serving as chaplain to the Kabul Field Force), British Indian 
Army during the Second Afghan War, when on 11 December 1879 he carried out the 
actions for which he was awarded the VC. During the action at Killa Kazi, on the 11th 
December, 1879, some men of the 9th Lancers having fallen, with their horses, into a 
wide and deep "nullah" or ditch, and the enemy being close upon them, the Reverend 
Adams rushed into the water (which filled the ditch), dragged the horses from off the 
men, and extricated them, he being at the time under a heavy fire, and up to his waist in 
water.  
 For the above actions Adams received his VC medal from Queen Victoria at Buckingham Palace on 1 
December 1881.  

The Bookshelf 
 

Cross, by Ken Bruen 
 
Ken Bruen’s crime novel, featuring ex-garda Jack Taylor, is a dark tale of violent death and 
rampant evil. And if one is unfamiliar with earlier novels featuring Taylor the character is a 
little difficult to nail down. As the narrative unfolds, however, the reader might well feel that 
getting to know Taylor too well is not a particularly positive move, for the inner world he 
inhabits is even more negative than his physical existence in Galway.  
 Haunted by responsibility for the death of his best friend’s child, and the ultimately 

fatal shooting of the youth he looks on as a son, Taylor spends the entire time just a drop away from returning to 
his days of alcoholism. His stoic rejection of temptation becomes one of the defining threads of the story, with 
the reader almost verbally encouraging him not to succumb. His expulsion from the Garda Síochána, his 
alcoholism, and his brushes with death all contribute to an air of darkness and despair which permeates Cross, 
and the author draws the maximum effect from each skillfully chosen word in conveying this air of menace. 
 Violent death isn’t associated solely with Taylor, however, for in the aptly subtitled “Deliver Us from 
Evil” we encounter the crucifixion of a boy in the city, the burning in her car of the boy’s sister, and a family of 
three consumed by the need to revenge a death. Not being a fan of the crime genre in fiction, I was prepared to 
read Ken Bruen’s novel as a task, but willingly admit that by the time I had reached the halfway mark I had 
begun to identify with the troubled Jack Taylor and read on with increasing interest. The mixture of anger, self-
loathing and remorse conspires to present a man capable of redemption and, through his dealings with his 
former colleague Ridge, capable of humanity almost despite his better judgment.  

 
The Site 

 
Kilkenny Castle has been an important site since Strongbow constructed the first 
castle, probably a wooden structure, in the 12th century on the high ground beside the 
River Nore. This strategic site was where the local kings, the O’Carrolls (840 AD), 
O’Dunphys and Fitzpatricks, had their castle(s) before the Norman invasion. The 
Anglo-Normans had established a castle in 1173, possibly on the site of an earlier 
residence of the Mac Gilla Pátraic kings of Ossory.  
 Kilkenny formed part of the lordship of Leinster, which was granted to Richard 
Fitz Gilbert de Clare, better known as Strongbow. Strongbow’s daughter and heiress 

married William Marshall in 1189. The Earl Marshall owned large estates in Ireland, England, Wales and 
France and managed them effectively. He appointed Geoffrey Fitz Robert as seneschal of Leinster and so began 



Irish Times       APR 2010 
 

 9 

a major phase of development in Kilkenny, including the construction of Kilkenny Castle and the agreement of 
rents and privileges with burgesses or citizens of the borough. 
 The first stone castle on the site was completed in 1213. This was a square-shaped castle with towers at 
each corner; three of these original four towers survive to this day. The castle was owned by the seneschal of 
Kilkenny, Sir Gilbert De Bohun, who inherited the county of Kilkenny and castle from his mother in 1270. In 
1300 he was outlawed by Edward I, but was reinstated in 1303 and held the castle until his death in 1381. It was 
not granted to his heir Joan, but seized by the crown and sold to the Butler family. 
 James Butler, 3rd Earl of Ormonde, bought the castle in 1391 and established himself as ruler of the area. 
The Butlers were a remarkable family, resilient, politically astute and faithful to the crown and to Ireland. These 
loyalties determined their fortunes and career. The Butler family arrived in Ireland with the Norman invasion, 
and originally settled in Gowran. (They changed their name from FitzWalter in 1185 to Butler.) The Butlers of 
Ormonde became a very powerful and wealthy family, including Earls, Marquesses and Dukes of Ormonde. 
The Butler dynasty ruled the surrounding area for five centuries.  
 In the 17th century, the castle came into the hands of Elizabeth Preston, wife of the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, another James Butler, also 12th Earl and 1st Duke of Ormonde. Butler, unlike most of his family, was a 
Protestant and throughout the Irish Confederate Wars of the 1640s was the representative of Charles I in 
Ireland. However, his castle became the capital of a Catholic rebel movement, Confederate Ireland, whose 
parliament (or "Supreme Council") met in Kilkenny Castle from 1642-48. (Ormonde himself was based in 
Dublin at this time.) 
 By the 18th century, the castle had become run down, reflecting the failing fortunes of the Butler family. 
However, some restoration was carried out by Anne Wandesford of Castlecomer, who brought wealth back into 
the family when she married John Butler, 17th Earl of Ormonde. In the 19th century, the Butlers attempted to 
restore the Castle to its original medieval appearance, also rebuilding the north wing and extending the south 
curtain wall. More extensions were added in 1854. 
 The Butler family lived in the castle until 1935, when they sold its contents for £6,000, moved to 
London, and abandoned it for thirty years. In 1967, Arthur Butler, 6th Marquess and 24th Earl of Ormonde, sold 
the abandoned and deteriorating castle to the Castle Restoration Committee for £50, with the statement: "The 
people of Kilkenny, as well as myself and my family, feel a great pride in the Castle, and we have not liked to 
see this deterioration. We determined that it should not be allowed to fall into ruins. There are already too many 
ruins in Ireland." He also bought the land in front of the castle from the trustees "in order that it should never be 
built on and the castle would be seen in all its dignity and splendour". Shortly afterward it was handed over to 
the State, and the rest of the 20th century saw a large amount of restoration and maintenance take place, as well 
as the castle being opened to visitors.  
 There are ornamental gardens on the city side of the Castle, and extensive land and gardens to the front 
are now managed by the Office of Public Works. It has become one of the most visited tourist sites in Ireland. 
Now a property in State care and part of the National Art Gallery is on display in the Castle. The Butler Gallery, 
in the castle basement, holds rotating exhibitions put on by the Kilkenny Art Gallery Society in a venue named 
for Peggy and Hubert Butler. 
   

The Music Rack 
 
People and Songs of the Sea 
 
This collection of 21 tracks will appeal to all who have any feeling for the sea, its people or just 
good songs and music reflecting the rich cultural heritage of Scotland’s fishing, with 
recordings from some of Scottish music’s finest artists. Shona McMillan, of the Thorburn 

fishing family from Fisherrow, set up the “People and Songs of the Sea” exhibition to celebrate this heritage 
from a Firth of Forth perspective. The exhibitions ran from May to December during the Year of Homecoming 
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2009 in libraries and other venues from Edinburgh to Eyemouth and beyond, and this album was produced in 
association with the exhibition. 
 Part of Scottish maritime history is recalled in “Song for Cove,” which remembers one of the worst 
fishing disasters struck in 1881. The Corries give us one of the better-known tracks with Ewan McColl’s 
“Shoals of Herring.” The heroes of the lifeboats are praised by Isla St. Clair on the haunting “Life Boat Song.” 
Sung without accompaniment, her voice is ideally suited to this beautifully sentimental song. Three tracks were 
specially recorded, including two songs by Shona McMillan and an instrumental track from Gerry and Donal 
O’Connor (reflecting the Irish fishing connection). The album closes with a rousing rendition of a traditional 
hymn, once again reflecting the intertwining of nature at its strongest with religious belief. Fisher Folk Choir 
provide an ideal closing song with “Will Your Anchor Hold.” A beautifully produced booklet is included, 
which gives the background to the songs and features a collection of photographs old and new that ideally 
complement the music. 
 

Believe in the Signs 
 

In the 17th and 18th centuries, old Irish country folk were great believers in signs as aids to help people through 
life. For example, if a fork fell, it was the sign of a stranger, but if a spoon fell, it was the sign of a lady visitor. 
If you were sitting by the fire and sparks flew out, this was a sure sign of money. There were also signs of good 
fortune, like finding a penny or a horseshoe. If there was a shower when a funeral was passing, it was a great 
sign, because the soul would get to heaven much quicker. If there was a twist in a belt, that was the sign of a 
fight as well as an itchy nose. 
 
And to conclude: Worry gives you something to do, but doesn’t get you anywhere. Well that’s all folks! Until 
the next time remember—great friendships last until the grave. 
  
“Keep the faith!”  

Tom Quinn 

FILM CLIPS OF CIVIL WAR ERA IRELAND  
NOW ONLINE 

 
The archives of the famous British Pathé News Company, which was established in Paris in the 1890s, 
have been made available for public viewing for the first time. Film clips of Irish interest that can be 
viewed include: 

Michael Collins 
http://www.britishpathe.com/record.php?id=18667 

The 1922 Free State Government 
http://www.britishpathe.com/record.php?id=22732 

Civil War Scenes 
http://www.britishpathe.com/record.php?id=75097 

The Tailtean Athletic Games, 1922 
http://www.britishpathe.com/record.php?id=18599 

JFK visits Ireland in 1963 
http://www.britishpathe.com/record.php?id=43393 
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Theatrical Production: The Beauty Queen of Lenane, 
 by Irish Playwright Martin McDonagh 

April 2 - 25 
 

Mother Road Theatre Company, Albuquerque’s dynamic, professional theatre company located at The 
Filling Station on historic pre-1937 Route 66, opens its 2010 season (themed “Love & Madness”) with Martin 
McDonagh’s The Beauty Queen of Leeane, directed by Mother Road Theatre Company member, Vic Browder.  

 

FEATURING: IAS Member Kathy Wimmer 
(pictured at left), Morse Bicknell, Quinn P. Rol 
and Julia Thudium. 

THE PLAY  is a blend of black comedy, 
melodrama, horror and bleak tragedy. The story 
is set in the Irish village of Leenane, 
Connemara, in the early 1990s. 
 The play centers on the life of Maureen 
Folan, a 40-year-old spinster who takes care of 
her 70-year-old, selfish and manipulative mother 
Mag. Sisters of Maureen have escaped into 
marriage and family life, but Maureen, with a 
history of mental illness, is trapped in a seriously 
dysfunctional relationship with her mother. 
 In the course of the play, the Folan 

cottage is visited by Pato Dooley and his younger brother Ray. Pato is a middle-aged construction worker fed 
up with having to live and work in England, disappointed by the limitations and loneliness of his life. The 
glimmer of a last-chance romance between Maureen and Pato sparks up in the first act, and continues in the 
second one. The plot, full of deceptions, secrets and betrayals interspersed with turnabouts, keeps surprising the 
audience.  
 
Curtain:  Thursday & Friday at 8:00 PM, Saturday 6:00 PM*, Sunday 2:00 PM 
Where: The Filling Station, 1024 4th St. SW, located on historic, pre-1937 Route 66. 
Tickets:  $16*  
Reservations & Information: 505-243-0596, reservations@motherroad.org or purchase tickets online at 
http://www.motherroad.org 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS and DISCOUNTS: 
 
OPENING NIGHT GALA! Friday, April 2. Fabulous food and libation starting at 7:00 PM, curtain at 8:00. 
 
*Saturday performances to be proceeded by live Irish music with Dain Forsythe and Friends starting at 
5:00 PM. Tractor Brewing will also be there to serve beer and wine.  
 
*Albuquerque Theatre Guild  individual members receive a $2 discount with ATG card at all performances. 

Mother Road is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) corporation. 
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Dear Friends of Celtic Traditions, 
  
This year we celebrate the 22nd anniversary of the Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival at Albuquerque Balloon 
Fiesta Park on Saturday, May 15th, from 9 AM to 5 PM and Sunday, May 16th, from 9 AM to 4 PM.  This year 
will once again be a 2-day event and our Ceilidh will be held on the grounds at the Main Stage from 5 PM to 9 
PM Saturday night.  Plan to join us for an evening of entertainment and help the judges determine who walks 
away with the blue ribbon for the Bonnie Knees contest. Our Highland Games and Heavy Athletics competition 
was selected by the Rocky Mountain Scottish Athletics Association as the venue for their regional competition.  
Look for new competitors out on the field Saturday and Sunday along with our local favorites. 
 The Kickoff to the Festival, sponsored by the Irish-American Society, will take place at the GAC on 
Friday, May 14th, 6 PM. This will be a potluck event, so please bring a dish to share. Performers from the Celtic 
Festival will entertain us with music and malarkey.  
 Every year we solicit sponsors of medals and plaques for 
dancing, athletic events, children’s events, pipe band, individual 
pipe and drum competitions, and more.  These awards may be 
sponsored on behalf of yourself or in honor or memory of a 
person or group.  You may elect to have us select an event for 
you or you may also elect to help sponsor Festival 
administration, maintenance and supply expenses.  Sponsorships 
will be recognized in the Official Program of the Rio Grande 
Valley Celtic Festival. Please contact Edie Henderson, Awards 
Committee Chair (798-9422 or Edieboo@comcast.net), if you 
are interested in becoming a sponsor.  
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Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
§§§§  McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 8 AM to 1 PM at the Lloyd Shaw 
Dance Center, 5506 Coal SE. Call 866-5867 for information or visit our web site at 
www.irishdancenm.org.  

§§§§  Tir Conaill  Irish Dance Academy, Saturdays at The Elite Dance Studio, 701 Osuna. 
Call 379-3753 or visit www.tirconaillacademy.com for further information.  

§§§§  Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:00 PM, $2.00. No experience necessary! 
Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708.  

§§§§  Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 

 
Celtic Jam Session at Page One Bookstore (Juan Tabo and Montgomery): 
Every Thursday, 6:45 to 8:45 PM. Admission free. Everyone invited! For info, contact Chuck Butler 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com)  
 
Celtic Music at O’Niell’s: 
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O’Niell’s, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central & 
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
§§§§  Celtic jam on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of each month, from 11 AM to 2 PM. Two Fools is located at 
3211 Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com).  

§§§§  For all the news about what’s going on at Two Fools, visit www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can 
read their monthly newsletter. 

 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web 
�  The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Mondays at 10:00 PM. 
 
�  Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 

 
�  Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/ 
Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated 
Irish Radio service available on the net.  
 

Celtic Connections: For general information about 
Celtic events going on around the West, visit 

http://www.celticconnection.com/. Food, humor, books, 
sports, history and much more! 
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic Musicians/Performers! 
 
 

The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety of 
instruments, including vocals. 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals. Contact: Kathy Wimmer 
(293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
West of the Isle 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry Muisener (833-3456)  
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 
 
Mac-Tire of Skye Pipes and Drums 
Pipe Major Suzanne “Aden” Lumb 
Phone: (505) 977-0097 
Email: desertpiper@yahoo.com 
 
Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
“Tunes of Glory” for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 
 

Jamie Elizabeth Foster 
Soprano available for all events. Contact Jamie at 505-
323-1309. 
 
Womenfolk 
Celtic, country and world folk music. Contact: Liz Holm 
(250-6567) 
 
Saoirse (“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”) 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Fonn Sona (“Happy Melody”) 
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
Rye Creek  
Folk, Irish, western, and good old mountain music. 
Contact: Ron Trellue (292-7369) or Terry Axline (293-
8924) taxline@cabq.gov. 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Michele’s Harp  
765-1288 (tmbuchs@gmail.com)  
 
Celtic Coyotes 
Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and 
Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan 
celticcoyotes@yahoo.com (710-0583). 
 
Friends Forever 
Mike and Donna Coy and Chris Nelson play Celtic, 
Folk, Cowboy and Originals. Contact: 296-2017 or 250-
4429. 
 

Irish Musician/Instrument Repair 
Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of guitar, 
bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer dulcimer, 
mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keith Coleman, 
keith@wckc.us  
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Calendar of Events 
 

IAS Events 
Date Day What 

April 9 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7:00 PM at the GAC. Presentation 
by Tom MacMahon on “Scots and Irish, Kissing Cousins?” 

May 14 Friday Celtic Festival Kickoff Party, 6:00 PM at the GAC. Potluck with musical 
entertainment. (See next newsletter for more details.) 

 
Celtic/GAC Events 

April 2 – 25 Weekends The Beauty Queen of Lenane, by Irish playwright Martin McDonagh. 
Thursdays & Friday 8:00 PM, Saturdays 6:00 PM, Sundays 2:00 PM. All 
tickets $16. (See p. 11 for details.) 

April 10 Saturday Traditional music seisún (session). Brickyard Pizza (2216 Central Ave., 
SE across from UNM), 1 to 4 PM. For more info, contact John Conoboy 
at jccon@swcp.com  

April 10 Saturday Roaring 20’s Ball at the GAC. Door Fee: Members $7.00, Guests $7. 
Music by: Showcase from 7:00 ‘til 11:00. Meal Served from 5:45 PM to 
6:45 PM. All for only $10.00 for the meal. Please RSVP for dinner no 
later than April 8, 2010. More info: 888-4833. 

April 11 Sunday Western Swing Dance at the GAC. Door Fee: Members $7 Guests $7. 
Music by the Buckarettes (all-female western swing band), from 3 to 6 
PM. More info, 888-4833. 

April 17 - 18 Saturday – 
Sunday 

Gaelic Immersion Weekend, hosted by High Desert Scots Gaelic, 8:30 
AM to 5 PM Saturday; 9:00 AM to 4 PM Sunday, Sandia Courtyard 
Hotel and Convention Center (10300 Hotel Ave. NE, Albuquerque). 
$100. For registration information contact Ken McCormick at 
klmccor@yahoo.com  or (505) 205-9602. 

April 18 Sunday CelticCoyotes performing at O’Neill’s Pub from 4-7 PM.  
April 19 Monday Jerry Barlow, acclaimed Celtic fingerstyle guitarist, at the Rio Rancho 

Loma Colorado Library, 755 Loma Colorado Drive NE (505/891-5013) 
at 6:30 PM. The concert is free and open to the public. 

April 24 Saturday Vienna Ball at the GAC. Door Fee: Members $7.00, Guests $7. Music 
by: Swingshift from 7:00 ‘til 11:00. Meal Served from 5:45 PM to 6:45 
PM. All for only $10.00 for the meal. Please RSVP for dinner no later 
than April 22, 2010. More info: 888-4833. 

May 15 – 16 Saturday – 
Sunday 

The 22nd Annual Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival, at Balloon Fiesta 
Park. Watch for brochure in your hard-copy May newsletter (or visit 
www.CeltFestABQ.com).  

 
The Ronald McDonald House  

Fundraiser Project 
  
 We are still collecting the pull-tabs for the Ronald McDonald House here in 
Albuquerque (managed by IAS member Sharon Nolen). Thanks Lottie McDonald, Shirley 
Berry, Gloria Casale (and others) for the bags of pull-tabs.     Norita  
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            P.O. Box 13435 

  Albuquerque, New Mexico 87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed? Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to ���������	
�����
���������   

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


