
  

 
 
                Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
    www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  

Next Event: Friday, April 17 th, 7:00 PM 
 
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July 
and August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-
American Club (GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 

 

Maya Sutton and Morgan Llywelyn: 
 Adventures in Mythological Ireland 

 
For our April gathering, Maya Magee Sutton, 
Ph.D., will tell about meeting the famous 
author Morgan Llywelyn in Ireland. Maya and 
Morgan had tea and a lively conversation in a 
castle north of Dublin. Ms. Llywelyn’s 
acclaimed talent is to retell the ancient Irish 
myths vividly and accurately in the form of 
historical novels, where heroes and heroines 
come alive in conversations, tribulations, and 
triumphs that readers can relate to. 
 Maya Sutton has taught Celtic 
mythology at UNM for 12 years, and has 
traveled extensively in Ireland, Scotland, 

Wales, England, and Brittany. You’ll see pictures of her 
visits to existing places where the famous stories in Irish 

mythology took place, and she’ll tell tales of her adventures along the way.  
 We are pleased to have the master musician Dave Hoover join us, who will weave his bardic music 
throughout the program on Celtic harp, Scottish small pipes, and his hand-made flute.  
 Some of Morgan Llywelyn’s book titles are Red Branch (the warrior-hero Cuchulain’s story), Finn 
MacCool, Druids, Bard, and The Horse Goddess. You are invited to write your name in your copies of 
Morgan’s books and bring them to add to the display table. Maya will have a sample copy of her book Druid 
Magic, as well as others on Celtic mythology and mythical Ireland. Dave Hoover will have examples of his 
Celtic music and authentic Celtic artistic patterns carved in wood. Come along and travel to the mystical worlds 
of ancient times on the isle of Eire!  

We hope to see you there and we hope you will bring a sweet or salty snack to share! 
 Also: Please note that the April meeting will be on 
 the THIRD Friday of the month, not the second.

����������� �

APRIL 2009 

Morgan Llywelyn Maya Sutton 
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Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 

 
 
 
Would you like to place an ad in the Irish 
Times newsletter? Business-card-sized 
ads are a mere $5 a month. Larger-sized 
ads can be negotiated with the editor, 
Ellen Dowling 

(edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-1700). You can also 
put a “click-through” ad on the web site of the IAS 
(www.irishamericansociety-nm.com) at no extra charge. 
To put your ad online, contact Webmaster Ken Callahan 
(kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.c
om 

615-
7732 

VP-East Mike Briody 
michaelbriody@ymail.com  

281-
6738 

VP-West Rose Marie Keating  
rkeating14@comcast.net  

352-
2195 

Treasurer Cathy Lybrand 
cathy.lybrand@qinetiq-na.com   

299-
0521 

Secretary Maureen Canavan  
maureencanavan@yahoo.com 

872-
0528 

Board Suzanne Taichert 
susawin@mac.com 

823-
4788 

Board Natalie Sherman 
asherman34@comcast.net 

299-
0158 

Board Jay Vandersloot 
jayvandersloot@yahoo.com 

362-
1733 

Past 
President 

Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

897-
9032 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@BasicISP.net  

881-
4847 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

President Malachy Mahon 
almal@cableone.net  

514-
9782 

Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.
com 

615-
7732 

Director Fred Kelly 
Bkelly9335@aol.com 

250-
0867 

Director Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Director Joe Joyce 771-
2131 

Director Bill Nevins 
nevins_bill@yahoo.com   

 

The Irish-American Society is a non-profit, non-
political, and non-sectarian organization devoted 
to furthering Irish-American relations through 
education, travel, recreation, charity, music, and 
dance.  
 
Membership is open to everyone and we 
encourage your support and participation. Dues 
are $20.00 for an individual and $25.00 for a 
family. For more information, please call 
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 298-2708. 
 

Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
Heritage Center, Inc. Board of Directors 
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President’s Message 
Dear IAS Members, 
 
                   March was a busy month with all the St. Pat’s events. The events turned out to be a great time for all 
who participated and a big thank you goes out to those who donated time, items, and talent. During the IAS St. 
Pat’s Party, one of our members said that it was good to see all the kids at the party. I was especially excited as I 
was able to hold Sara Walsh, our newest member at 3 weeks.  
                 This month, due to the Easter holiday, we will be holding our monthly meeting on April 17th, which 
is actually the third Friday of the month. Please mark your calendar. We are actively seeking volunteers to assist 
at the Celtic Festival on both  May 16th and 17th as well as the IAS-sponsored potluck/kickoff party on May 
15th.  Next we will be planning our annual picnic and again combining it with our friends from the St. Andrew’s 
Society. So there are several fun vents to attend in the near future.  
                 The IAS is a significant cultural society in the greater Albuquerque area and we encourage friends, 
relatives, and neighbors to join and come out to our events. The more we grow as a society, the more delightful 
times are shared and increased cultural awareness is promoted.  
                Personally March was an exhausting month with all our events, but I am looking forward to some R 
& R during spring break and enjoying the longer days. Rest up because we have some great activities coming 
up and all of you being there is what makes it worthwhile. 

                                              “A good laugh and a long sleep are the two best cures,” 
                                                                                                     Kate Nash 

 
IAS Member Meeting 

Minutes 
Sunday, March 15, 2009 

 
The St. Patrick’s Parade was a success. The St. 
Pat’s party was a lot of fun also, and during the 
party we passed a motion to support Gaelic 
Football for the Celtic Festival in May. Kate 
Nash introduced the Gaelic Society’s president 
Colm Matthews, along with Maureen Canavan, 
the liaison for the two organizations for the 
Celtic Festival activities. Colm spoke to the 
members regarding the football events and the 
assistance needed from the IAS to continue with 
the games, and Maureen collected $120.00 from 
our members.  
 Thanks to all for helping out. Erin Go 
Braugh! 

 
Respectfully submitted, Maureen Canavan, 

Secretary 2009 
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Céad Mile Fáilte 
 
A 100,000 welcomes to our newest members: Jennifer Hinchey and Lynn Rosenthal, Richard S. Finkle & 
Sharon F Kinsella-Finkle, Regina Mille, Thomas, Cathie & Catherine Allena Moxley. Welcome back to: Laurie 
Cady, Franz & Ilene Fischbach, and Gerry & Loni Muisener. 
 
As of March 18th, the Irish-American Society has 105 family members (times 2) and 102 single members. This 
is a total of 312 members for the 2009 membership year. 

Norita  Callahan                                 
 noraabq@yahoo.com     298-2708 

 
Flowers of the Forest:  
 §  A message from IAS member Jeanne Page: In late October an email arrived in my 
box from our own Fran Hardy. Fran was alerting the IAS that one of our members, Tom 
Rowland, was in his last days at the VA Hospital and would very much enjoy hearing from his 
Irish friends. Many members of the IAS responded with beautiful cards and warm visits with 
Tom, and his family sent the following note to all of you who took the time to touch Tom in 

his final hours: 
 “Irish Club, Thank you all so much for the 
thoughts, prayers and cards that you sent to Tom while he 
was in the VA hospital. It meant so much to Tom to 
receive the cards and the lovely notes that you wrote to 
him. He was very proud to be an Irishman!” (The Family 
of Thomas Rowland, Kathy Heckart) 
 Knowing that he was a fan of everything Irish, we 
also had Jubal’s Kids, and JUBALation visit Tom and 
share a musical gift of Irish jigs and reels. They played 
harp and fiddle for him at his bedside and also in the 
lunchroom for the other residents. Tom was generous of 
spirit and in return shared his wonderful stories, jokes, 
and love for life. It was a precious time together and the 
kids grew very attached to Tom, visiting him several 
times after our initial meeting. They were sorry to hear of his passing, but grateful for the opportunity to meet 
Tom before he passed away. Tom’s family penned the following note to the kids: 
 “Thank you very much for going to the VA Hospital in November to visit Thomas Rowland. I want you 
to know that your groups brought him such great joy at the end of his life. When I talked to him on the phone he 
told me how wonderful you all were playing and singing and how much he loved you just being there with him. 
You truly gave him a gift from your hearts and that makes all of you very special. As you probably know, Tom 
passed away November 16 and our family misses him everyday. He always had a joke or a story to make us 
smile. Now we can look at the photos of Tom and all of you and smile. Keep up your wonderful music!” Many 
thanks to Fran for alerting us all to Tom’s situation, and many thanks to the members of IAS who responded so 
warmly and so thoughtfully to a fellow Irishman before he crossed to the other side. 
 §  In more sad news: Our dedicated Hospitality Chair, Luisa Gignac, lost her dear husband Ed on March 
13th. Condolences to Luisa and her extended family. Ed was a very active member of the Edelweiss German-
American Club since the ‘70s and member and supporter of IAS since 1992. 
 §  We were also saddened to hear of the death of Ron McGinnis, brother of our Health & Welfare Chair, 
Fran Hardy. Ron died on March 12th after a long illness. May he rest in peace. 
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IAS Treasurer’s Report – February 2009 
Cathy Lybrand, Treasurer 

Category  Income Category   Expenses 
Membership Dues 885.00 Annual Picnic Entry Fee 25.00 
  Print Express    302.62 
  Honorarium  50.00 
  Membership Supplies 31.27 
  Website Designer 49.00 

Total Income 885.00 Total Expenses 437.89 

 February 1 Beginning Balance 7718.30 

  Income  885.00 

  Expenses 437.89 

 February 31 Ending Balance 8165.41 

        

St. Patrick’s Day Parade – Saturday, March 14th, 2009 
 
 Perhaps you saw the 
30-second parade clip on TV – 
‘twas a great day, wee crisp at 
the start, but the sun did come 
out! As coordinator, Jerry 
Scoggins said, “HE smiled on 
us that day, so He must be 
Irish!” 
 The IAS had many 
parade participants. Members 
were walking, holding the IAS 
banner, and some carried the 
American, New Mexico, and 
Irish flags. A few members 
rode on top of the big, red fire 
truck, which was decorated 
with tri-color pennants, flags, 
and great Irish car magnets. 
 Thank you so much to 
Lawrence Harmon and Wendy Wintermute for bringing their wonderful old fire truck for the IAS. (Lawrence 
and Wendy are Ken Callahan’s acquaintances from the First Unitarian Church. Many IAS members attend this 
church, so when you see them, please thank them again.) 
 Thanks also to the following for decorating the fire truck and volunteering for the parade: Ken Callahan, 
Natalie Sherman, Maureen Canavan, Cathy Henkenius, Warren Smalley & Joyce Smalley-McDonough, Ellen 
Dowling, Cathy Lybrand & son Michael Call, Rose Marie Keating, Mike Briody & Isabell (his wee sheltie), 
Ellen Thompson & Mark Morgan, and Tom, Cathy & daughter Catherine Moxley.  
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 Other IAS members were marching with the St Andrew Scottish Society, including Don Baker who was 
in his kilt, riding Freckles, a beautiful horse owned by Donna Brown (Celtic Festival Chair). Michael Patrick & 
Rose Hendrickson were in the motorcycle brigade; Jay Vandersloot ferried people all morning in his van from 
the early breakfast ceremony to parade start and back and on to VFW Post 401. Mike Foley was at 401 with an 
entertainment set-up and music. Marj Baxter, thanx for the cool Irish car magnets for the fire truck. Last but not 
least, thanks, Jerry Scoggins - good day! 

Norita 
 

Thank you all around to the fine folks who helped make our St. Pat’s Day Party 
such a success! First, all the folks who helped decorate the German club (Kate 

Nash, Ken Callahan, Rose Marie Keating, Jay Vandersloot, Mike Briody, Cathy 
Lybrand, Chuck Keady, Colm Matthews, and Fred McKenna).  

 Then there were those who helped at the party: Norita and Ken Callahan, 
Cathy Lybrand, Rose Marie Keating, Jim Brauer (sound), Lynda McAllister and 

Paul Lopez (who made the fabulous Irish 
stew and worked all day in the kitchen), 
Barbara Keady (kitchen helper) Mike 
Briody, Rose and Michael Patrick 
Hendrickson (dessert tickets), Maureen 
Canavan, Alan Morgan (MC), Carol 
Carell, Cathy Henkenius, Bob and Vikki 
Bryers, Jim and Eva McCabe, Maya 
Sutton, Warren Smalley & Joyce 
Smalley McDonough, Edie Henderson, 
Ellen Dowling, and Luisa Gignac (prep 
work). (Thanks also to the many many 
people who helped bus the tables!) 
 And of course thanks to our 
amazing entertainers: Shenanigans, the 
Tir Conaill step dancers (with MC Beth 
Meier), Saoirse, and Emily, John & 
Jamie Anslover. 
 And a most special thank you to 
the people who helped “undecorate” the Club (Sunday night and the following Wednesday): Carolyn McKenna, 
Sheri Kraemer, Mike Chavez, Edie Henderson, Ellen Thompson, Mark Morgan, Charles & Jan Trujillo, Gloria 
Casale & Harold Traurig (PLUS Ken, Mike B., Fred, Rose Marie, Cathy, etc) Jesus Rodriguez, Leslie Wright, 
Patricia Anderson, Marj Baxter, Mel McNeely, David Smith, Gary Hays.   

 And a final note from the Party 
Chair: I want to thank everyone who 
showed up and helped to make the IAS St. 
Patrick’s Party/Dance a success. Lynda 
McAllister’s cooking was delicious. 
Thanks to all who donated the door prizes, 
yummy desserts, all who helped with set 
up, clean up, the children’s coloring area, 
and the entertainers. Let’s do it again next 
year! 

-Suzanne Taichert, IAS St. Pat’s 
 Party Chair 
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21st Annual Rio Grande Valley  
Celtic Festival 

May 16 and 17, 2009 
 

The 21st Annual Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival Highland and 
Irish Games will be a two-day event for the first time this May 16 
and 17, 2009! 
 This year we celebrate the return of Irish Hurling and 
Gaelic Football. Colm Matthews has done a fine job gathering 
these teams together and organizing this exciting event. O’Niell’s 
Pub on Central will host the Saturday night Ceilidh and social with 
food, beer, music and entertainment for the teams and public.  
 The Rio Grande Celtic Sevens Rugby tournament brings in 
the usual Rugby crowd from all over the region including a team 
from Chihuahua, Mexico! This event is hosted by our local Brujos 
Rugby Union team. And, don’t forget the infamous rugby social 
held Saturday night at Uptown Sports Bar & Grill. 
 Our new piping and drumming director, Steve Chester of 
High Desert Pipes and Drums, is busy scheduling competition pipe bands for Saturday and demonstration bands 
for Sunday. 
 Heavy Athletics will utilize both days for their growing competition.  Men’s and women’s events 
include caber toss, sheaf toss, weight for distance, weight for height, hammer throw and stone throw. Grant 
Oliver and his athletes practice every Sunday and compete around the country year round. 
 Jeanne Medley, Jacquie DeNee, and Jamie Foster have several Irish and Scottish competitive and 
demonstration dance teams coming to town. Jeanne has a larger dance floor ordered for the Scottish Country 
Dancers and we look forward to demonstrations of Irish Step and Irish Ceili dances along with the Scottish 
Highland dance competition. The beautiful and talented Jamie Foster will treat us again this year with her stellar 
operatic voice and will sing the National Anthem on the main stage.  
 This year, The Gathering of the Clans and Societies will be housed under one large canopy to protect 
participants from the inevitable afternoon wind and possible showers. No need to run to your vehicles for 
shelter; head for the large Clan tent instead!  
 Sharon Busboom has no problem filling merchandise vendor space this year with the new two-day 
venue and expected crowds. We have several new vendors this year coming from far and wide with new and 
exciting wares to entice you with, so don’t forget your wallet. We also have new food vendors coming in with 
delicious Celtic fare, so bring your appetite too. 
 Terri Smith and her Celtic Dog competition and demonstration have grown to include special interaction 
and events with the children at the Children’s Tent. Terri has also arranged a pony and horse exhibit from Celtic 
regions to see and learn about. 
 The Main Stage entertainment schedule is coming together with a line-up of bands and performers sure 
to please. The Next Chapter, Saiorse, and the Celtic Singers of New Mexico are a sampling of the performers 
we plan to see on stage. James Brauer and his lovely wife are your Festival sound technicians. 
 Watch and listen for Chuck McLaughlin and his volunteers on the radio and television with updates and 
information on your upcoming Festival.  Watch Channel 4 news the week before the Festival to see Steve 
Stucker conducting his newscast in a kilt with a bagpiper.  
 The Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival Association relies on sponsors, donors and volunteers with a 
wide variety of skills to make this annual event a success. If you would like to become more involved, please 
contact us at abqceltfest@yahoo.com or call (505) 275-6633.     
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Gaelic Athletic Association (Cumann Lúthchleas Gael) 
A special two-part article by Tom Quinn (“The Dancer”) 

 
For this year’s Celtic Festival on May 16th and 17th, my old friend Colm Matthews is organizing Gaelic football 
and hurling competitions. The competing teams will be from out of state and if you’re into sport, this is a real 
man’s game: no padding like your American football, just bone-crunching tackles. (Hurling is acknowledged as 
one of the world’s fastest games.) Who and what are the G.A.A.? I hear you ask. Well, read on.  
 In October 1884, two prominent nationalist weeklies, United Ireland and Irishman, carried identical 
anonymous articles by Michael Cusack, summarizing the case for a body like the GAA. On Saturday, 
November 1, 1884, a small group of men, met in the billiard-room of Miss Hayes’s Commercial Hotel in 
Thurles, and there founded the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) for 
the Preservation and Cultivation of National Pastimes. The seven 
founding members were Michael Cusack, Maurice Davin (who 
presided) John Wyse Power, John McKay, J. K. Bracken, Joseph 
O’Ryan and Thomas St. George McCarthy.  
 Apart from Cusack’s contribution, the proceedings in Hayes 
Hotel were brief. Davin took the chair, and in a brief speech called for 
a body to draft rules to help revise Irish games and to open athletics to 
the man in the street. Cusack’s long speech criticized the national press 
for boycotting Irish sports. The meeting adjourned after agreeing to 
ask Archbishop Croke, Charles Stewart Parnell, and Michael Davitt to 
become patrons, with instructions to the new officers to draft rules.  
 Support was forthcoming and messages were received on 
behalf of Irish in America, and Australia. Rules for football and 
hurling were drawn up at the third meeting of the GAA in January 
1885 and were published in the United Irishman newspaper. The GAA 
had an immediate rival: In February 1885, a group of Dublin-based 
clubs formed the Irish Amateur Athletic Association (IAAA) and 
relations between the two organizations deteriorated rapidly. In March, 
athletes were banned from participating in sports organized by the 
rival body and the GAA also banned non-Gaelic players from 
competing in their events. 
 In 1886 the GAA introduced County Committees, which 
became the units of representation for the new All-Ireland championship. The first All-Ireland Championships 
in hurling and football were organized on a county basis in 1887 and twelve of the 32 counties entered, although 
only five competed in hurling and eight in football. In 1887, members of the radical secret society, the Irish 
Republican Brotherhood (IRB), took control of the Association, prompting the resignation of Maurice Davi n as 
president; a “reconstruction” convention of January 1888 restored Davin to the presidency. For political 
reasons, the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) had been monitoring GAA activities since its foundation and 
members of the RIC were banned from GAA sports.  
 Dublin was scheduled to play Tipperary on November 21st, 1920. On the night before the match, the 
leader of the Irish revolutionary forces, Michael Collins, had ordered the assassination of the “Cairo Gang,’’ 14 
British intelligence officers sent to infiltrate his organization under the guise of commercial travelers. Despite 
the unease in the city on the morning of November 21st, some 10,000 spectators went to Croke Park for the 
match. The ball was thrown in by referee Mick Sammon from Kildare at 2.45 PM. Shortly afterwards, an 
airplane flew over and a red flare was shot from the cockpit. Black and Tans then raided the ground and an 
officer on top of the wall fired a revolver shot. The crowd thought at first they were firing blanks but then 
machine gunfire was heard in increasing volume. The crowd stampeded towards the Railway wall, furthest from 
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the gunfire. Two of the players, Michael Hogan and Jim Egan, failed to make it off the pitch. A young Wexford 
man who attempted to whisper an act of contrition into the dying Hogan’s ear was also shot dead.  
 The authorities released the following statement to the newspapers: “A number of men came to Dublin 
on Saturday under the guise of asking to attend a football match between Tipperary and Dublin. But their real 
intention was to take part in the series of murderous outrages which took place in Dublin that morning. 
Learning on Saturday that a number of these gunmen were present in Croke Park, the crown forces went to raid 
the field. It was the original intention that an officer would go to the centre of the field and speaking from a 
megaphone, invite the assassins to come forward. But on their approach, armed pickets gave warning. Shots 
were fired to warn the wanted men, who caused a stampede and escaped in the confusion.”  

 GAA activity in Munster 
and Connacht came to a virtual 
halt as a result of the civil war. 
When a truce was declared in 
1923, the GAA helped to bridge 
the divide. In Kerry in 1924, a 
match was organized to assist in 
the selection of the county team 
between pro-treaty players and 
anti-treaty players. John Joe 
Sheehy, an anti-treaty Republican, 
and Con Brosnan, a army captain  
in the pro-treaty forces, came 
together to represent the  county 
football team. Kerry’s united team 
competed in the All-Ireland 
football final in 1924. 

 The site upon which Croke Park now stands was originally owned by Maurice Butterly in the 1870s and 
was known as the “City and Suburban Racecourse.” The GAA became one of the grounds’ most frequent users 
and in 1908 Frank Dineen purchased the 14-acre site for the handsome sum of £3,250. The GAA subsequently 
purchased the site from Frank Dineen in 1913 for £3,500 and immediately renamed the ground Croke Park in 
honour of the association’s first patron, Archbishop Croke of Cashel.  
 Over the next 40 years, Croke Park was developed and redeveloped in an ad hoc manner as finances 
allowed. The Railway End (also known as Hill 16) was constructed from the rubble left in Sackville Street (now 
O’Connell Street) after the 1916 rising. The first Hogan stand (named after Tipperary footballer Michael 
Hogan) was built in 1924 and followed by the construction of the Cusack stand (named after one of the original 
founders of the GAA, Michael Cusack) in 1937. The Canal End terrace was constructed in 1949 and was 
subsequently followed by the construction of the Nally stand (named after Pat Nally) in 1952.  
 Since these initial buildings, reconstruction and redevelopment of various sections of the ground have 
taken place. When the new Croke Park opened its gates to the public for the Leinster Football Championship 
game between Dublin and Meath on June 23rd, 2002, the new stadium was the culmination of over 15 years of 
planning and development by Cumann Lúthchleas Gael, with the ultimate ambition of turning the Jones Road 
venue into one of the most modern and spectator-friendly stadiums in Europe.  
 The Leinster Council’s decision to grant a loan for the purchase of a ground in Drogheda set a 
precedent, which other Provincial Councils followed. Gaelic grounds, owned and controlled by the GAA, were 
provided throughout the country. This policy, supported by grants from GAA central and provincial boards, has 
enabled many stadiums in Ireland and beyond (such as Gaelic Park, used by the New York GAA) to own their 
own premises on which to play their home games, with varying capacities and utilities.  
 Croke Park is the GAA’s flagship venue, known colloquially as Croker or Headquarters, because the 
venue doubles as the GAA’s base. With a capacity of 82,500, it ranks among the top five stadiums in Europe by 
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capacity, having undergone extensive renovations for most of the 1990s and early 21st century. Every 
September, Croke Park hosts the All-Ireland Hurling and Football Finals, as the conclusion to the summer 
championships.  
 There are also some GAA competitions, grounds and clubs named after Irish nationalists and Irish 
republicans. For example, Casement Park in Belfast is named after Sir Roger Casement, a member of the Irish 
Republican Brotherhood. The trophy for the main All-Ireland Gaelic football competition is the Sam Maguire 
Cup, named for Sam Maguire, who, although a member of the Church of Ireland was an officer in the Irish 
Republican Army. Other clubs and grounds are named after Patrick Sarsfield (Lucan Sarsfields), James 
Stephens (James Stephens GAA), Patrick Pearse (Pearse Park) and Theobald Wolfe Tone (Bellaghy Wolfe 
Tones).  
 A modern example is Kevin Lynch’s Hurling Club which is affiliated with the Derry County Board and 
is named in honour of Kevin Lynch, a convicted member of the Irish National Liberation Army (INLA), who 
died on hunger strike in 1981. (The GAA prohibits clubs being named after people who are still alive.) The 
GAA organizes competitive games in both codes (male and female) and at all levels from youth all the way up 
to adult senior. The highest level of competitions in the GAA are the inter-county All-Ireland Championships 
where the thirty-two counties of Ireland compete to win the provincial championships, All-Ireland Senior 
Football Championship and All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship.  
 Before 1892, the winning club in each county championship contested the All-Ireland championship 
representing their county. In 1892, Congress granted permission for the winning club in each county 
championship to use players from other clubs in the county. The Inter County scene of today was thus created. 
While some units of the GAA outside Ireland participate in Irish competitions, the GAA does not hold 
internationals played according to the rules of either Gaelic football or hurling; however, compromise rules 
have been reached with two “related sports.” International Rules Football matches have taken place between an 
Irish national team, drawn from the ranks of Gaelic footballers, against an Australian national team, drawn from 
the Australian Football League. The venue alternates between Ireland and Australia. In December 2006 the 
International series between Australia and Ireland was called off due to excessive violence in the matches, but 
resumed in October 2008 when Ireland won a two Test series in Australia. Hurlers play an annual fixture 
against a national Shinty team from Scotland. 

[Next month: Gaelic Football and Hurling explained!] 

 
The Reel Thing 

By Tom Quinn (The Dancer) 

Céad mile fàilte from Dundalk!  
 

   News and Notes 
 
  
Dublin has slipped to number 13 in a ranking of the world’s 

most expensive cities to live in, it was revealed last month. But despite dropping 
two places from 11th last year and the deepening economic slump, the Irish 
capital is now dearer than London, New York, Rome, Madrid, or Berlin. The 
worldwide cost of living survey, drawn up by the Economist magazine’s 
Intelligence Unit, compares the price of a basket of goods in cities around the 
globe. The twice-a-year study compares the price of around 160 items, ranging 
from food staples, taxi charges, newspaper prices, clothes, electronics and 
household goods. Tokyo is the world’s most expensive city; Osaka Kobe, also 
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in Japan, ranks second; while Paris is the third priciest city in the league. 
 A wine promotion at a Tesco store has been found to have breached the MEAS Code on responsible 
marketing of alcohol. MEAS said the Tesco store in Blanchardstown displayed alcohol in close proximity to 
products exclusively produced for children. The group said promotions that are positioned near to products that 
appeal to children should not be run as they entail a disproportionate risk that they will lead directly to alcohol 
misuse and anti-social behaviour. 

The Bookshelf 
 

The Ancient Celts, by Barry Cunliffe 
 
This illustrated history of the Celts provides both narrative history and an examination of the 
uses and abuses of the concept of Celtic culture and ethnicity. It begins with a discussion of the 
Celts as seen through the eyes of classical writers, contrasting these accounts with current 
views drawn from the archaeological discovery of Celtic reality. Descriptions of the first Iron 
Age chiefdoms lead to an account of the 5th – 3rd- century migrations and the subsequent 
flowering of the developed Celtic world, stretching from south-eastern Britain to Bosnia, from 

Provence to the Czech Republic. Was this an independent and indigenous culture or instead a response to 
emerging patterns of trade with the Roman world? How cohesive and stable a culture developed? The Celtic art 
and religious systems of the period receive particular attention. A final chapter looks at the survival/revival of 
Celtic language, law and oral tradition from the time of the Roman Conquest of Britain and Gaul. 
 

What’s in a Name? 
 

   O’Callaghan   &   Callahan 
 
The Irish names O’Callaghan and Callahan are derived from the native Gaelic 
O’Ceallachain Sept. This surname means “descendent of Ceallachán,” who was the King 
of Munster from AD 935 until 954; it is in Cork that a large number of descendants can 
still be found. The principal sept of the name Callaghan were originally chiefs of Cineál 
Aodha in South Cork. This area is west of Mallow along the Blackwater river valley. The 
family were dispossessed of their ancestral home and 24,000 acres (20,000 of which were 

deemed to have been the property of the ruling chief, Donncha O’Callaghan) by the Cromwellian Plantation. He 
and his extended family were transplanted to east Clare, where they obtained land in the barony of Tulla. The 
village of O’Callaghan’s Mills, situated some 27 km north of Limerick City records their continued presence. 
The personal name Cellach means “bright-headed.” 

   

The Music Rack 
 

Kitty Lie Over, by Mick O’Brien   
 
In a time when musicians of all stripes and talents apply the word “traditional” to their 
music at will, it’s a joy to find a CD that really is traditional Irish music. And not just 
traditional, but exceptional, ethereal, and elemental. Mick O’Brien has been playing 
uilleann pipes and tin whistle for many years, and his skill is legendary. His 1996 “The 

May Morning Dew” is considered a classic among piping CDs. Caoimhín Ó Raghallaigh, younger and less 
“legendary,” plays fiddle and tin whistle with a flair and maturity that belie his relative youth. Ethereal because 
together the pipes and the fiddle are played so seamlessly that it’s sometimes difficult to tell which is which. 
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Especially “well-knitted” are the pipes and fiddle on wild, wonderful tunes like The Copper Plate, Paddy Gone 
to France, and The Wind that Shakes the Barley. The notes of the pipes and fiddle wind around each other like 
Celtic knot work in the mind’s eye. Elemental because it’s just the pipes, fiddle, and whistle - instruments that 
allow these brilliant musicians to focus on the thing itself, the melody, which is at the heart of the Irish tradition. 
The flow of the melody here, in reels like The Silver Spear and Mullin’s Fancy, is fluid, fresh, and lively.  
Taken as a whole, this CD is another in a string of recent releases that reminds us that Irish musicians don’t 
need to add guitars and bouzoukis to their traditional music to “punch it up.” The music is perfect the way it is, 
when it’s played the “old” way, from the heart and for the heart. 
 And to conclude: To think, in the Free State, the banks rob the people! 
 Well that’s all folks, until the next time, today is . . . the tomorrow you thought about yesterday.  “Keep 
the faith!” 

Tom Quinn 

 
The Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) 

Needs Your Help! 
 

As you will have read in the minutes (p. 3), the Irish-American Society 
is the proud sponsor of Gaelic Football and Irish Hurling at the Celtic 
Festival, Saturday, May 16th, which is the ONLY day for the Irish 
Games. There will be six teams, who will provide their own 
transportation and lodging: Two teams from Denver and Phoenix and 
one each from Kansas and San Diego. (I heard that some teams are 
“chomping at the bit” for re-matches . . . good!  � )  
 Colm Matthews, born and reared in Dundalk, Co. Louth, is the 
coordinator of this 2009 first-time Celtic Festival Irish/Gaelic athletics. 
Colm chaired small Irish Games at the 1990 Celtic Festival (including 
Puc Fada, Target Gaelic Football, and Bowls, which were quite a hit 
with festival attendees). Also in 1990, the Honored Guest was Angela 

Lupton, Mayor of Galway City, Co. Galway, and the special performing guests from Co. Louth were Tom 
Quinn and Family. [Editor’s note: Tom Quinn, AKA “The Dancer,” is a regular columnist for this newsletter 
and wrote the history of Gaelic Athletics, p. 8.] Brings back memories, eh? 
 Colm and the IAS will rent chairs, megaphones and a small changing tent for the female athletes. Also 
needed to have on hand are white boards/markers, tables for registration, first-aid box, sunscreen, and many 
incidentals too numerous to mention. 
 ** MOST IMPORTANT ** and necessary are lunches and WATER for the athletes. A $10 donation 
will provide a box lunch and WATER for one athlete for the one-day event. (Please note that the Celtic Festival 
is a two-day event, May 16th and 17th. The Irish Games will be held ONLY on Saturday, May 16th.) 
 Three members of the IAS have donated $300 for the three trophies to be presented to the winning teams 
on Saturday, 5/16. Nice of you guys! And, I understand, soft drinks have been donated. 
 Please lend your support with a donation of $10, or more if possible, for a box lunch and to provide 
WATER for this IRISH athletic event. Make your checks out to: Irish American Society and send to PO Box 
13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435. (Remember, the IAS is a 501c3 organization - your donation is tax 
deductible.) 
 Thanks in advance and see you on the field May 16th and 17th – and oh, don’t forget the Celtic Festival 
Kickoff potluck, GAC 5/15 - info in May Irish Times. 

                                                         Norita (298-2708) noraabq@yahoo.com 
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Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
§§§§  McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 10 AM – noon. Call 866-5867. 
§§§§  Tir Conaill  Irish Dance Academy, Saturdays at The Elite Dance Studio, 701 Osuna. 
Call 379-3753 or visit www.tirconaillacademy.com  for further information.  

§§§§  Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:30 PM, $2.00. No 
experience necessary! Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

§§§§  Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 

 
Celtic Jam Session at Page One Bookstore (Juan Tabo and Montgomery): 
Every Thursday, 6:45 to 8:45 PM. Admission free. Everyone invited! For info, contact Chuck Butler 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com)  
 
Celtic Music at O’Niell’s: 
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O’Niell’s, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central & 
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
Celtic jam on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of each month, from 11 AM to 2 PM. Two Fools is located at 3211 
Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com). For all the news about what’s going on at Two Fools, visit 
www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can read their monthly newsletter. 
 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web 
�  The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Mondays at 10:00 PM. 
 
�  Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 
 
�  Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/  Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated Irish Radio service 
available on the net.   
 
�  Celtic Crush, Irish music (traditional and modern) Saturday mornings, 8 to 10 AM on Sirius Radio, channel 
829. (This is only for dish network subscribers. If anyone knows if this is accessible by Cable TV, please let me 
know.) 

Celtic Connections: For general information about Celtic events going on around the West, visit 
http://www.celticconnection.com/. Food, humor, books, sports, history and much more! 

��������	�
�������� �
 (friendly gatherings with live music and dance)  

will be held on the first Wednesday of each month. 
(See the calendar on p.15 for details.) 
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic Musicians/Performers! 
 

The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety 
of instruments, including vocals. 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals. Contact: Kathy Wimmer 
(293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
Blarneystone 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867) 
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 
 
Mac-Tire of Skye Pipes and Drums 
Pipe Major Suzanne “Aden” Lumb 
Phone: (505) 977-0097 
Email: desertpiper@yahoo.com 
 
Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
“Tunes of Glory” for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 

Saoirse (“seer shih,” Irish for “freedom”) 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Jamie Elizabeth Foster 
Soprano available for all events. Contact Jamie at 
505-323-1309. 
 
Irish DJ 
Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music 
Contact: Mike Foley 858-1047 (Aulsod@aol.com) 
 
Fonn Sona (“Happy Melody”) 
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
Rye Creek  
Folk, Irish, western, and good old mountain music. 
Contact: Ron Trellue (292-7369) or Terry Axline 
(293-8924) taxline@cabq.gov. 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Michele’s Harp  
765-1288 (buchanan@cybermesa.com) 
 
Celtic Coyotes 
Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, 
and Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan 
celticcoyotes@yahoo.com (710-0583). 
 
Michael and Donna Coy 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, and 
Traditional (296-2017) 
 
Irish Musician/Instrument Repair 
Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of 
guitar, bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer 
dulcimer, mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keith 
Coleman, keith@wckc.us  
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Calendar of Events 
 

IAS/IHC Events 
Date Day What 

April 17 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7 PM at the GAC. (Discussion of 
Irish author Morgan Llywelyn, presented by Dr. Maya Sutton. See details 
on front page.) PLEASE NOTE NEW DAY FOR THIS MONTH 
ONLY.  

May 15 Friday  IAS Celtic Festival Kickoff Party, 7:00 PM at the GAC. Details in the 
May newsletter. 

June 12 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7 PM at the GAC. (Program to be 
announced.) 

 
Celtic/GAC Events 

April 1-23  Here & There, exhibition of student art works (featuring paintings by 
IAS Member Vikki Bryers). Harwood Art Center, 1114 7th St NW. Call          
(505) 242-6367 for info. 

April 19 Sunday Cathie Ryan, Irish musician and singer extraordinaire, at the Old San 
Ysidro Church in Corrales, 4 PM. Tickets are $22.00. For more 
information call: 1.877.287.0082 or e-mail: 
info@musicincorrales.org . 

May 16 and 17 Saturday and 
Sunday 

21st Annual Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival & Highland Games, 
Balloon Fiesta Park. For more information, or to volunteer to help with 
the Games, visit abqceltfest@yahoo.com or www.celtfestabq.com or 
contact Donna Brown at donnadee@swcp.com  . (See also p.  ) 

 
The Ronald McDonald House Fundraiser Project 

  
 We are still collecting the pull-tabs for the Ronald McDonald House here in 
Albuquerque (managed by IAS member Sharon Nolen). recently received pull-tab donations 
from Barb Nickleski, Eunice Foley, Jan Nielson, Vikki Bryers, Lottie McDonald, a large jar 
from Desi Garcia, a huge bag from Catherine Knox, and Lottie’s granddaughters Sarah and 
Renee sent a wee bag from Helena Montana.�  IAS members, please save the pull-tabs (any 
aluminum pull-tabs, from soup, cat/dog food,etc.) and bring them to meetings in a baggie or 
grocery bag. I’ll take them to the collection area.               

 Norita 
 
Irish Joke of the Month: 
 While being interviewed for a job, the personnel manager said to the Maguire brothers: “We’re going to 
give you a written examination. Ten questions. Whoever gets most right we’ll hire.” 
 Papers were produced and the boys set to work answering the general knowledge questions. When the 
time was up the personnel manager collected and marked the papers. “Well,” said he, you’ve both got nine out 
of ten, but I’m giving Mick the job.” 
 “Why’s that?” asked Pat. 
 “Well,” said the manager, “you both got the same question wrong but he had “I don’t know this” and 
you had “Neither do I”! 
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                       P.O. Box 13435 

   Albuquerque, New Mexico  87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed?  Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to 
����������������
��������   

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


