
  

 
 
                Newsletter of the 
Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
    www.irishamericansociety-nm.com  

Next Meeting: Friday, April 11 th, 7:00 PM 
 
Note: Irish-American Society meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, except during July 
and August (and for special events). The usual meeting location is the Edelweiss Am Rio Grande German-
American Club (GAC), 4821 Menaul, NE (west of San Mateo). 
 

Music and Musings on Your 
IAS  

 
At our April meeting, we will be entertained by the 
musical mysterical magic of local group Fonn Sona 
("Happy Melody" in Irish). Band members include Chuck 
Butler on bodhran and some vocals; John Green on 
vocals, guitar, and banjo; Cleve Sharp on flute and 
backup vocals; Dee Meier on vocals, bodhran, whistles, 
and shakers; and Nikelle Gessner on fiddle. 
 Chuck Butler was also delighted to report that he 
presented one of his own hand-made bodhrans to Kevin 
Conneff, a member of The Chieftans, when that famous band 
played here in Albuquerque in March.  

 
The new IAS Board would also like to know what 
members are looking for from their Irish Society, and to 
that end, Kate Nash will lead a discussion about 
members' personal reasons for attending the IAS 
meetings. You are encouraged to bring something to 
share with the community about your own heritage. We 
will also have a short discussion about what activities 
you would like to continue having at the monthly 
meetings. 
 We hope to see you there and we hope 
that you will bring a sweet or salty snack to 
share! 

����������� �

APRIL 2008 505-821-5422 

Fonn Sona 

Chuck Butler and Kevin Conneff 
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Board Members and Committee Chairs 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would you like to place an ad in the 
Irish Times newsletter? Business-card-
sized ads are a mere $5 a month. 
Larger-sized ads can be negotiated with 
the editor, Ellen Dowling 
(edowling@standuptrainer.com 307-

1700). You can also put a "click-through" ad on the 
web site of the IAS (www.irishamericansociety-
nm.com) at no extra charge. To put your ad online, 
contact Webmaster Ken Callahan 
(kecabq@yahoo.com). 

President Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

VP-East Mike Briody 
michael.briody@lmco.com  

281-
6738 

VP-West Rose Marie Keating  
rkeating14@comcast.net  

352-
2195 

Treasurer Cathy Lybrand 
cathy.lybrand@qinetiq-na.com   

299-
0521 

Secretary Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

Board Fred McKenna 
FMcK460850@aol.com  

298-
4555 

Board Bob & Vikki Bryers 
TCCVRB@netzero.com   

792-
2026 

Health & 
Welfare 

Fran Hardy 
frananddon@aol.com  

897-
9032 

Librarian Jessica Patterson 
jerinpat@yahoo.com  

296-
6299 

Members Norita Callahan 
noraabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Newsletter Ellen Dowling 
edowling@standuptrainer.com  

307-
1700 

Hospitality Luisa Gignac 
lgdancer@netscape.com  

881-
3118 

Webmaster Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com  

298-
2708 

Telephone Shirley Tomberlin 
shiradon@msn.com  

710-
6680 

President Malachy Mahon 
almal@cableone.net  

514-
9782 

Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

Kate Nash 
MARYKATE_NASH@msn.
com 

615-
7732 

Director Fred Kelly 
Bkelly9335@aol.com 

250-
0867 

Director Ken Callahan 
kecabq@yahoo.com 

298-
2708 

Director Joe Joyce 771-
2131 

Director Darlene Rice 828-
2903 

The Irish-American Society is a non-
profit, non-political, and non-
sectarian organization devoted to 
furthering Irish-American relations 
through education, travel, recreation, 
charity, music, and dance.  
 
Membership is open to everyone and 
we encourage your support and 
participation. Dues are $20.00 for an 
individual and $25.00 for a family. 
For more information, please call 
Members Chair Norita Callahan at 
298-2708. 
 

Irish-American Society of New Mexico 
Heritage Center, Inc. Board of Directors 
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President's Message 
Dear IAS members, 

The election results are in. A total of 54 ballots were cast, 47 for the entire slate, a couple of write-ins for 
John Murray, and 5 that left out one or more from the slate. This may have seemed like a Russian election (no 
opposition), but we were lucky to find someone to run for each office. Shirley and I were the only holdovers. 
The new board members are: Mike Briody, VP-E, Rose Marie Keating, VP-W, Cathy Lybrand, Treasurer, Fred 
McKenna and Bob/Vikki Bryers, at-large board members. Congratulations to the new board and many thanks to 
the old board for their work throughout the past year.  

I have pictures to post on our website from the Emerald Ball, the St. Patrick's Day Parade, and our St. 
Patrick's Day Party. All the events were fun and well attended. A mighty thank you to all those who helped put 
these events together and to all those who supported them. Our next big event is the Celtic Festival Kick-off 
Party on Friday, May 16th . (Details in the May newsletter.) See you at our April meeting. 

 
Ken Callahan  

 
Céad Mile Fáilte 

 
A hundred thousand welcomes to our newest members:  
 
�   Diana Case and Charles Guinn �   John Dugan 
�   Lajos & Teri Magyari �   James & Maureen McCallion 
�   Mark and Tommy Meadows �   Mike & Mabel Callahan Padilla 
  
 And welcome back to Judy Lujan, Tom Roland, and Kathleen Wade! 
 As of March 17th and as THIS membership period ends, we have 143 family members (times 2) and 150 
single members. This is a total of 436 IAS members. 
 The membership voted to change the membership year to a calendar year. YOUR 2008 DUES ARE 
DUE! The new member card I'll send you will show your dues are paid from 1 January 2008 to 31 December 
2008. 
 FYI: The IAS PO Box has daily mail. I'm happy!  �   Keep those dues comin'! As 
I said last month, if you have any questions, call or email me OR any member of the 
board. 

                                   Norita 
                                   298-2708 

                                   noraabq@yahoo.com  
 

���������	��
���	�	
������
��������������� �
�

��������
������ ��
�

Brían MacLaithimh (in, of all places, Clayton, NM) and Karl Ó hInneirghe (in 
Ireland) have collaborated on a new website devoted to all things Celtic in 
Ireland AND New Mexico. Visit the site for yourself and you'll see pictures 
already uploaded from the Irish-American Society of New Mexico! 
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IAS Treasurer's Report - February, 2008 
Lynda McAllister 

Category  Income Category   Expenses 
Membership Dues 200.00 Newsletter 305.02 
Fund Raising Income 275.00 Postage 41.00 
  St. Patty's Parade Fee 20.00 
  Honorarium 140.00 

Total Income 475.00 Total Expenses 506.02 

 February 1 Beginning Balance 4,934.43 

  Income  475.00 

  Expenses (506.02) 

 February 29 Ending Balance 4903.41 

 
 
 
  



Irish Times          APR 2008       
  

 5 

 

Rainbow's End Tour 2008 
 

Join the fun June 8 - 20, 2008 as 
Cowboy meets Celtic on Bit Devine's rollicking 
Rainbow's End Tour of Ireland. As a woman of 
Irish heritage, a cowboy in word and deed, and a 
veteran traveler to Ireland, Bit Devine will take 
you on a relaxed tour of some of Ireland's best 
known cities and introduce you to an off-the-
beaten path town along the way. Not one for 
rushing about when she travels, Bit's tour offers 
the distinct advantage of two-night stays in 
Galway, Roscommon, Dublin, Kinsale and 
Killarney, with your final night spent in 
Bunratty. In her customary cowboy hat, boots, 
and jeans, Bit, herself a singer of both Cowboy 
and Celtic music, is well known at the 
Traditional Sessions in Pubs across Ireland.  

With an eye to current economics, Bit 
has built in to the tour seven dinners and three 
dinner shows. There will be a bountiful 
breakfast served every day, which should keep 
you well full for most of the day. All of your 
transportation and transfers are taken care of, as 
are admissions into a good cross section of 
attractions. A tour is the most economical way to defeat the weak dollar, as all but your midday meals and your 
trinket money are included at a locked price. At $2285 for the land fare, this twelve-day tour is an excellent 

value. Bit would love to have you join her on the Rainbow's End Tour 
2008. If you have any questions or would like a brochure, you can 
email cowboycraic@aol.com. Visit 
http://rainbowsend2008.webs.com/ for more information, including a 
complete Itinerary and Registration page. 
 

Real Estate Minute 
 Came across this info recently showing the trend 
nationally of house prices by decade. Here in the ABQ 
area the average home price in 2006 was $225.990. 
U.S. Census Data for U.S. Median New Home Prices by 
decade: 
1966 = $21,400 
1976 = $44,200 
1986 = $92,000 
1996 = $140,000 
2006 = $246,500 
 Simply amazing!  

Mike and Deb Foley 
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Culture All Around  

Dance Classes:   
§§§§  McTeggart School Irish Step Dancing. Saturdays, 10 AM – noon. Call 866-
5867. 

§§§§  Ceili dance classes are held every Wednesday at the GAC at 7:30 PM, $2.00. No 
experience necessary! Call Norita Callahan at 298-2708. 

§§§§  Celtic de Santa Fe School of Irish Dancing. Classes in Santa Fe and Los 
Alamos. CRN curriculum. Ages 3 and up. Email: cdsf@mac.com or call 505-984-1139. 

 Website: www.celticdestantafe.com 
§§§§  Scottish Country Dancing, Friday nights, 7:30 PM, at the Friends Meeting Hall (corner 5th and Bellamah, 
N.W.) First class free; $5 per lesson after. Call Marcy 237-9039 for info. 

 
Celtic Music Jam at Wild Oats (now Whole Foods): 
6:30 – 9:30 PM, 1st Thursday of the month at the Wild Oats/Whole Foods store at San Mateo and Academy. 
Musicians of all skill levels are invited to participate. For information, call Chuck Butler at 293-1421 
(chuckjacobbutler@msn.com).  
 
Celtic Music Jam at the Blue Dragon: 
Chuck Butler's Jammin' Group (see above) will be at the newly reopened Blue Dragon the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
Thursdays of the month.  
 
Celtic Music at O'Niell's: 
Music every Sunday from 4 to 7 PM at the new O'Niell's, 4310 Central Ave SE (Corner of Central & 
Washington in East Nob Hill). For more info, visit http://www.oniells.com/  
 
Celtic Music at Two Fools Tavern: 
Celtic jam on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month, from 3:00 to 6:00 PM. Live Celtic band (Blarneystone) on 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays. Two Fools is located at 3211 Central NE (www.twofoolstavern-nm.com). For jam info, 
contact Chuck Butler at 293-1421 (chuckjacobbutler@msn.com). 
 For all the news about what's going on at Two Fools, visit www.2foolstavern.com/blog, where you can 
read their monthly newsletter. 
 

Celtic Music on the Radio and the Web 
�  The Thistle and Shamrock program, featuring Fiona Ritchie, airs on KANW 89.1 
FM, Sundays at 9:00 PM. 
 
�  Celtic and Beyond, with co-hosts Ellie Blair and Kelly Clement, 7:00 PM each 
Wednesday on KTAOS 101.9 FM. (Also broadcast on the Web at www.ktao.com.) 
 
�  Irish Music on the Web, All the Time 
http://www.midwestirishradio.com/  Midwestirishradio.com is a brand new, fully dedicated Irish Radio service 
available on the net.   
 
Celtic Connections: For general information about Celtic events going on around the West, visit 
http://www.celticconnection.com/. Food, humor, books, sports, history and much more!  
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Aulsod's Culture Corner 
          

We are Michael Foley (a.k.a. Aulsod) and my wife Deborah Foley (a.k.a. Boston Legend), and our main 
goal is to give people Irish entertainment ideas. We have said this before, but just to reiterate, we love to get any 
kind of Irish-related entertainment questions. We may not know the answer, but we have been writing this 
column since May 1999 and have access to all kinds of resources. So again, feel free to email or call us with any 
Irish movie, music, book or general inquiry. You can contact us at Aulsod@aol.com or by phone at 505-858-
1047. You can also send an anonymous postcard to 7101 Beverly Hills Ave. NE, ABQ, NM 87113. We rate 
events on a 0-5 shamrock scale (with 5 being the best).  

 
On Netflix/DVD 

 
Breakfast on Pluto (2005)  
Ratings: Aulsod ���� ; Boston Legend ����  

We reviewed this book, by Patrick McCabe, back in May 2002 (can you believe we have been doing 
this column since May 1999?) and our ratings were not good (Aulsod 3; Boston Legend 1). However, director 
Neil Jordan has made a wonderful film, even thought to be honest we didn't think we were going to like it. It 
stars Co. Cork native Cillian Murphy who hit the trifecta in 2005 with three great performances in Batman 
Begins, Red Ey,e and here. He does a wonderful job playing Patrick Kitten Braden, a transvestite whose one 
goal in life is to find his mother who abandoned him as a baby at the church steps. 
 The story is set in Northern Ireland and London of the 1970s and those were turbulent times. Kitten is in 
the midst of it but remains aloof through the bombings and killings. We loved the pacing and the unpredictable 
storylines with great Irish actors in small roles including Liam Neeson, Stephen Rea and Brendan Gleeson. 
Don't let the subject matter throw you off: Murphy gives a heartwarming performance in the lead role and 
should have received a Best Actor nomination that year.  
 

Between The Lines: Books 
 
Marley & Me  (2005) by John Grogan 
Ratings: Aulsod ���� ; Boston Legend ����  

Back in 2004, we remember reading a USA Today article where the author talked about the passing of 
his beloved 13-year-old dog, Marley. We loved the piece, and we weren't alone, as typically Grogan gets 30 to 
50 responses, but this column generated over 800. It affected dog lovers everywhere, including the Boston 
Legend and me, and prompted him to write this book, which remained atop best seller lists for months.  

The Irish connection is that his family originally came from Co. Limerick, and when Grogan and his 
wife were having difficulty conceiving their first child, the magic happened while on vacation in Ireland. The 
book is about Marley, a 100-lb yellow lab whom the couple got when they first married. They both had happy 
memories of growing up with a dog and figured it would be good practice caring for a living animal before the 
children arrived. However, Marley was a handful and this book will make you laugh and cry. To view the 
original article or to learn more about the book go to www.marleyandme.com.  

 



Irish Times          APR 2008       
  

 8 

Irish Step Dancer Wins IAS Trophy 
 
At the February 23 and 24, 2008 New Mexico State Championships and 
Feis (held at UNM, sponsored by the McTeggart School) the winner of 
the IAS trophy was Richie Ross of Niwot, Colorado. The travelling 
trophy reads, "Irish American Society Trophy in memory of John J. 
Brown, New Mexico State Championship, Senior Open Champion." 
Seniors are over 18. This trophy is for the overall senior champion. 
 
Richie is a very nice young man. All told, there are seven in his family 
who do Irish step 
dancing. He and his 
brother, Robbie, will 
be competing in the 
World Championships 
in Belfast, NI at the 
end of March, with 
4000 competitors. 
Good luck boys! 
[Note: You can go 
online for yourself to 
http://www.worldirish

dancing.com/2008/ to read about the World Championships in 
Dublin and learn the final results.] 
 
The trophy is a traditional handmade and hand-painted pot 
made by Joe Latoma, a well-known potter from the San Felipe 
Pueblo. The IAS purchased the trophy pot from Maisel Indian 
Jewelry & Pottery, 510 Central Avenue, SE, Albuquerque. 
Thanks to IAS member Ann Donahue for help with the 
selection. Thanks also to All Star Sport for the mounting and 
plaque. 
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Irish-American Heritage Booklet Needs Your Suggestions! 
 
Joann Miller from the Albuquerque Human Rights Office is updating/revising a booklet called Reflections on 
Irish-American Heritage and is looking for suggestions of NOTABLE IRISH NEW MEXICANS to add to the 
booklet.  
 
From Joanna herself: "It was last written in 2003, and is ready for an update. This booklet is part of the 
Albuquerque Human Rights Office's Diversity Recognition Program, the purpose of which is to highlight the 
contributions of various ethnic/cultural groups to the diverse culture and climate of Albuquerque and the state of 
New Mexico. In the Irish booklet, I will be discussing the history of Irish Immigration to the United States and 
notable Irish Americans, and their important contributions to the nation. However, another section of the 
Booklet will focus solely on Irish in New Mexico, and more specifically, Albuquerque. I would like to discuss 
the history of Irish immigration to New Mexico, and interview anyone willing to speak with me regarding their 
personal experiences in Albuquerque. (Also, the Human Rights Office wants everyone in the Society to know 
that the services we offer here are free to the public. The Human Rights Office investigates allegations of 
discrimination in employment, housing, and public accommodation, and anyone can call at any time for 
information on this. If we cannot help you, we will find someone who will. We also offer trainings of civil 
rights laws, fair housing, sexual harassment, and more.) 
 
You can reach Joanna at 505-924-3380 or jdmiller@cabq.gov. In the 
meantime, you can also send suggestions to this newsletter (to Ellen 
at edowling@standuptrainer.com) and I'll add them to the list for 
Joanna. So far, here's who we've come up with: 
§§§§  General Stephen Watts Kearny, Military Governor of New 
Mexico Territory (who proclaimed NM part of the United States on 
August 18, 1846) 

§§§§  William ("Billy the Kid") Bonney (AKA Henry McCarty and 
William Antrim) 

§§§§  Sheriff Pat Garrett 
§§§§  Georgia O'Keeffe 
§§§§  Desmond O'Hagen (noted NM artist) 
§§§§  H.P. Mera (who designed the NM state flag) 
 
There's got to be more than just these few, yes?! Send me your 
nominations for other notable New Mexicans! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Stephen Kearny (1794-1848) 
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St. Patrick's Day Doin's 
 

As usual, IAS members were out and about and whoopin' and 
hollerin' over the St. Patrick's Day weekend. First up was the 
annual St. Patrick's Day Parade on Saturday. (Thank you, 
Jerry Scoggins, for organizing this fun event for many years.) 
Norita reports that the stalwart marchers included Ken 
Callahan; Ellen Dowling; Ellen Thompson; Nohemi Van 
Stry; Lottie McDonald; Artie Walsh; Susan Noftsker; Joyce 
Smalley (and guests Bill and Karen McDonagh from MN); 
Sharon McGrory  with Finbar (an Irish Wolfhound) and 
Skyla Bair 
with 
Conall (a 
Glen of 

Imaal terrier); Dennis and Rosalie Pfeiffer; Cathy Lybrand 
and son Michael; Joy Matthews (with daughters Katyln and 
Emma and Courtney Franklin); John Dailey and wee son 
Noah; Mike Briody and Michael Patrick and Rose 
Hendrickson on their motorcycles; Nate Lorenz, Aiden 
Lumb, and Hans Heynekemp (members of the new Pipe 
Band, Mac-Tire of Skye); and THE leprechaun (herself, on 
the left with Ellen Thompson). It was a beautiful day for 
marching and the corned beef and cabbage dinner at the 
VFW post afterwards was a lot of fun. 
 Next up was the Annual IAS St. Patrick's Day Party on Sunday. Again, Norita reports: "Sunday, 3/16, 
was a sunny, windy day but all who attended the IAS St. Patrick's Day 'Do' had a grand time. The 
entertainment: Shenanigans, Jubal's Kids, The Next Chapter, and the trad Irish step dancers were totally great. 
Thanks to my Ceili dance class also. 

 There are sooo many people who attended, 
volunteered, donated desserts/Irish soda bread and door 
prizes: THANK YOU TO ALL. 
 Special thanks to Roy and Jodie Streit, who 
worked probably over 15 hours, purchasing, preparing, 
peeling/dicing/cooking the tasty Irish stew, homemade 
slaw et al; to Mike Briody, function chair; Jim Brauer, 
sound; Alan Morgan, MC; Luisa Gignac, set-up; Ellen 
Dowling, dessert coordinator. 
 Thanks also to: Mike Chavez, Irene Gourlay, Fred 
McKenna, Michael Patrick and Rose Hendrickson, Lottie 
McDonald, Dianna Radford, Rose Marie Keating, Barbara 
Keady, John Murray, Lynda McAllister, Kate Nash, 
Emmett O'Sullivan, Joe McTaggart, Bob and Vikki  

   Bryers and ALL who bussed, and helped clean up. 
  More special thanks to Tom Miles, GAC member, who opened the 
club (and closets) for us at 8AM on Sunday, 3/16 (�  8AM! ) so we could decorate. Gold stars to volunteers: 
Susan Noftsker, Ken Callahan, Artie Walsh, and Jerry Scoggins, who, the day before, had just chaired his 10th 

Shenanigans 
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Annual St. Patrick's Day Parade and hosted a wonderful Corned Beef & Cabbage dinner AND entertainment at 
VFW Post 401. What troopers!" 
 Kate Nash also sends heartfelt thanks to all who helped with and attended the 2nd Annual Emerald Ball 
on March 8th. The event was very well-attended and 
everyone had a wonderful time. The highlight of the 
evening for me (Ellen) was when Archbishop Michael 
Sheehan, preparing to give the Benediction, told this 
joke:  
 "By some strange coincidence, the Pope, Billy 
Graham, and Oral Roberts all die on the same day and go 
to heaven. St. Peter is flustered when all three arrive at 
the same time, as he has not had time to get their rooms 
ready. So he calls Lucifer and says, "Hey, Luce. I've got a 
problem here. The Pope, Billy Graham, and Oral Roberts 
are all here and I don't have their accommodations ready 
yet. You got any VIP suites available that they could stay 
in temporarily?" 
 "Sure, no problem, Pete. Just send them on down 
and we'll take care of them." 
 So the Pope, Billy Graham, and Oral Roberts go 
to hell and Lucifer puts them up in VIP suites. A couple of 
days go by, and St. Peter calls Lucifer again to see how things 
are going. 
 "It's going terrible!" Lucifer wails. "The Pope heard the confessions of half the inhabitants of hell, Billy 
Graham saved the other half, and Oral Roberts raised enough money to buy a refrigeration system!" 
 Good one for an Archbishop, eh? 

 
 

 

Donna Brown, Kate Nash, Malachy and 
Marianne Mahon at the Emerald Ball 

McTeggart Step Dancers at the Emerald Ball 

������
���
�����������	���
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Alex Sherman is a  
contemporary Celtic  
design artist whose book  
(published in 2007), contains  
over 200 original, unique, and entirely new 
Celtic styled designs. The book is called 
Contemporary Celtic Motifs and is 
published by Batsford. It is available in the 
UK, United States, and worldwide. 
 
Many of his designs take inspiration from 
where he lives in Somerset in Wells, 
England and his neighboring town of 
Glastonbury—an important and ancient 
Celtic place of great interest and history. 
 

For information, visit 
www.alexsherman.co.uk 
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Humdinger of a Project: Tracing Slang to Ireland 
By COREY KILGANNON 

The New York Times, November 8, 2007 
 
Growing up Irish in Queens and on Long Island, Daniel Cassidy was nicknamed Glom. 
  
"I used to ask my mother, 'Why Glom?' and she'd say, 'Because you're always grabbing, always taking things,'" 
he said, imitating his mother's accent and limited patience, shaped by a lifetime in Irish neighborhoods in New 
York City. 
  
It was not exactly an etymological explanation, and Mr. Cassidy's curiosity about the working-class Irish 
vernacular he grew up with kept growing. Some years back, leafing through a pocket Gaelic dictionary, he 
began looking for phonetic equivalents of the terms, which English dictionaries described as having "unknown 
origin." 
  
"Glom" seemed to come from the Irish word "glam," meaning to grab or to snatch. He found the word 
"balbhán," meaning a silent person, and he surmised that it was why his quiet grandfather was called the 
similarly pronounced Boliver. 
  
He began finding one word after another that seemed to derive from the strain of Gaelic spoken in Ireland, 
known as Irish. The word "gimmick" seemed to come from "camag," meaning trick or deceit, or a hook or 
crooked stick. 
  
Could "scam" have derived from the expression "'S cam é," meaning a trick or a deception? Similarly, "slum" 
seemed similar to an expression meaning "It is poverty." "Dork" resembled "dorc," which Mr. Cassidy's 
dictionary called "a small lumpish person." As for "twerp," the Irish word for dwarf is "duirb." 
  
Mr. Cassidy, 63, began compiling a lexicon of hundreds of Irish-inspired slang words and recently published 
them in a book called "How the Irish Invented Slang," which last month won the 2007 American Book Award 
for nonfiction, and which he is in New York this week promoting. 
  
"The whole project started with a hunch — hunch, from the Irish word 'aithint,' meaning recognition or 
perception," the verbose Mr. Cassidy said in an interview on Monday at O'Lunney's, a bar and restaurant on 
West 45th Street. He has worked as a merchant seaman, a labor organizer and a screenwriter, and he lives in 
San Francisco, where he teaches Irish studies at the New College of California. 
  
He pulled out his pocket Irish dictionary and began pointing out words that he said had been Americanized by 
the millions of Irish immigrants who turned New York into an extension of the Ghaeltacht, or Irish-speaking 
regions of Ireland. 
  
"Even growing up around it, little shards of the language stayed alive in our mouths and came out as slang," he 
said, spouting a string of words that sounded straight out of a James Cagney movie. 
  
"Snazzy" comes from "snasach," which means polished, glossy or elegant. The word "scram" comes from 
"scaraim," meaning "I get away." The word "swell" comes from "sóúil," meaning luxurious, rich and 
prosperous, and "sucker" comes from "sách úr," or, loosely, fat cat. 
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There is "Say uncle!" ("anacal" means mercy), "razzmatazz," and "malarkey," and even expressions like "gee 
whiz" and "holy cow" and "holy mackerel" are Anglicized versions of Irish expressions, he said. So are 
"doozy," "hokum," "humdinger," "jerk," "punk," "swanky," "grifter," "bailiwick," "sap," "mug," "wallop," 
"helter-skelter," "shack," "shanty," "slob," "slacker" and "knack." 
 
Mr. Cassidy chatted with an Irish-born worker at O'Lunney's, Ronan O'Reilly, 21, who said he grew up in 
County Meath speaking Irish. He nodded in agreement as Mr. Cassidy explained that Irish survived in New 
York as slang. 
  
"It was a back-room language, whispered in kitchens and spoken in the saloons," Mr. Cassidy said. 
  
Mr. O'Reilly nodded and said, "Sometimes my friends and I will use it amongst ourselves, sort of like an 
underground language. 
  
"Some of your words here sound like they are taken straight from Irish, even expressions directly translated, 
like 'top of the morning' or 'thanks a million,'" he continued. "In Ireland, we pick up American slang from TV, 
like the word 'buddy.'" 
  
Mr. Cassidy laughed. "Buddy," he contends, actually comes from "bodach," Irish for a strong, lusty youth. 
  
Another employee came up, Lawrence Rapp, 25, who said he was an Irishman from London, where the art of 
rhyming slang is practiced. 
  
"If you have to piddle, you say 'Jimmy Riddle,'" he said. 
  
Mr. Rapp said Londoners often used the word "geezer" to describe people, and Mr. Cassidy pointed out that the 
term derives from the Irish word "gaosmhar," or wise person. 
  
"Even the word 'dude' comes from the Irish word 'dúid,' or a foolish-looking fellow, a dolt," Mr. Cassidy said. 
"They called the guys dudes who came down to the Five Points section of Manhattan to chase the colleens." 
  
He showed a passage in his book that notes that the Feb. 25, 1883, edition of The Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
reported the coining of the word "dude," referring to, among other things, 
a man who "wears trousers of extreme tightness." 
  
"You dig?" he said. "'Dig,' as in 'tuig,' or understand."  
 
[Editor's Note: I have a copy of How the Irish Invented Slang and will be 
excerpting sections in subsequent newsletters, including the story of how 
"Git Along Little Dogies" came to be. My thanks to IAS member Bill 
Murray for notifying me about this book.] 
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Support Your Local Irish/Scottish/Celtic 
Musicians/Performers! 

  
Canterbury Harps 
Play a variety of Celtic and Renaissance music, in 
costume if requested.  
Contact: Laura Hughes 296-8940 
 
The Next Chapter 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, Original music on a variety 
of instruments, including vocals. 
Contact: Jeanne Page (553-8205) 
 
Emily Anslover  
Young fiddle player 
Contact: father, Frank Anslover (296-6484) 
 
Brad Fitzgerald  
Singer, guitar, and banjo (Celtic and folk) 
Contact: Brad Fitzgerald (869-1527) 

 
Three Leaf Shamrock  
Irish, Scottish, Welsh (no English!) 
Contact: Jack Russell (830-6924) 
 
Shennanigans  
Celtic and American Folk with a twist, variety of 
instruments and vocals 
Contact: Kathy Wimmer (293-6403) 
 
Gerry Carthy  
Musician and singer from Ireland 
Contact: Gerry Carthy 505-424-1942 (Santa Fe) 
 
Blarneystone 
Traditional and contemporary Celtic Music 
Contact: Gerry (833-3456) or Andy (247-9867) 
 
Joe Brennan 
Highland bagpipes instruction and performance 
867-3628 
 
Irish Musician/Instrument Repair 
Guitar, bass, and mandolin. Repair and setup of 
guitar, bass, Appalachian dulcimer, hammer 

dulcimer, mandolin, and bouzouki. Contact: Keith 
Coleman, keith@wckc.us  
 
Colonel Craig Chamberlain 
"Tunes of Glory" for funerals and weddings, etc. 
Bagpipes (293-2962) 
 
Saoirse ("seer shih," Irish for "freedom") 
Celtic music from Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and 
Galacia, spiced with jazz and world beat. 
Contact: IO (268-7303)  
 
Harps of Enchantment 
Harpers (2) available for parties, weddings, etc.  
Contact: http://harpsenchant.home.comcast.net 
 
Irish DJ 
Over 600 CDs of all varieties of Irish/Celtic music 
Contact: Mike Foley 858-1047 (Aulsod@aol.com) 
 
Fonn Sona ("Happy Melody") 
Reels, jigs, waltzes, polkas, etc. 
Contact: Chuck Butler (293-1421) 
chuckjacobbutler@msn.com 
 
McTeggart Irish Step Dancers 
Contact: Beverly Coleman 866-5867  
revalanc@aol.com 
 
Michele Buchanan and Shanachie Harpers 
Celtic Harp, vocals, and vestments 
765-1288 (www.affordablevestments.com) 
 
Celtic Coyotes 
Traditional music from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, 
and Brittany. Contact: Doug Cowan 
celticcoyotes@yahoo.com (710-0583). 
 
Michael and Donna Coy 
Celtic, Folk, Bluegrass, International, Cowboy, and 
Traditional (296-2017) 
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Calendar of Events 
 

IAS/IHC Events 
Date Day What 

April 8 Tuesday IAS Board of Directors Meeting, 7 PM at the GAC.  
April 11 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7 PM at the GAC. Performance by  

Fonn Sona. 
May 16 Friday Celtic Festival Kickoff Party! Details to come in the May newsletter. 
June 13 Friday IAS Monthly Meeting and Program, 7 PM at the GAC. Program to be 

announced. 
 

Celtic/GAC Events 
April 18 Friday Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Haas, Scottish fiddler and cellist, South 

Broadway Cultural Center, 1025 Broadway SE, 8 PM. Tickets: $20 
(reserved seating). Tickets available at the SBCC box office or online at 
www.abqmusic.com. 

April 19 Saturday Vienna Ball at the GAC, 5:30 – 11PM. For info, call 888-4833. 
May 17 Saturday 20th Annual Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival & Highland Games, 

Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta Park. Details to come in May newsletter. 
June 8-14  Zoukfest World Music Camp. See www.zoukfest.com . 
��
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Kenneth McCormick is 

conducting a beginner's level Gaelic class. For 
information on time and place, contact Ken at 
klmccor@yahoo.com or (505) 205-9602. 

The Ronald McDonald House 
Fundraiser Project 

 
 The IAS is no longer collecting aluminum cans, 
but we ARE collecting the pop-tops for the Ronald 
McDonald House here in Albuquerque (managed by IAS 
member Sharon Nolen). 
 IAS members, please save the pop-tops and bring 
them to meetings in a baggie or grocery bag. I'll take them 
to the collection area. 
 In March, I received a huge bag of poptops from 
Ellen Thompson and Mark Morgan. I just heard from 
Sharon Nolen, Manager, that the Ronald McDonald 
House is receiving $.70 per pound. Keep saving 'em!       

                               Norita   
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                       P.O. Box 13435 
   Albuquerque, New Mexico  87192-3435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

����
��	����	����	����	��� �������	�������	��������
��������� �������	�������	��������
��������� �������	�������	��������
��������� �������	�������	��������
��������� ��� ����

Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Please check one: New Membership Application_______ Renewal_________ 
If this is a renewal, has your contact information changed?  Yes _____ No______ 

 
Please make checks payable to ������	�������	�������	���   

and mail to: 
P.O. Box 13435, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3435 

 
Individual ____________$20.00 Family_____________$25.00 

 
Name__________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 
City_____________________ State________ Zip_____________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail___________________________ 
Would you like to receive the IAS newsletter electronically? _________ 

 


